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CHAPTER E 

Political State op Si. Domingo previous to the 
v Year 17W. 

Tiiii inhabitants of the French part of St. Do- chap 
mhigo, as of all the West Indian Islands, 
were composed of three great classes ; 1st, Pure 1 ‘ 5j “'> ihul 4 
whites. 2d, People of colour, mid blacks of free 
condition. Jd, Negroes itt a state of slavery. The 
reader is apprised that the class which, b) n strange 
abuse of language, is called ptopic of colour > ori- 
ginates iioiu an intermixture of the whites ana the 
blocks. The genuine offspring of a pure while 
with a nigro is culled a mulatto; but there are 
various casts, produced by subsequent cornier lions', 
some of which draw near to the whites, until all 
visible distinction between them is lost; whiht 
others fall retrogntde to the blacks. All these 
were known in St. D< mongo by the term sung- 
melf'es, or gc)n tic cou/euf\ (in famiiiai conversation 
they are collectively called mulattos) and it must 
be attributed. 1 presume, to the great discoun- 
tenance which the married state receives from the 
national tmtmcis, that in all the French island 
these people abound in far greater propoHm” u» 
vot*. in. e 
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cum\ the whites than in those of Great Britain, InJa- * 
maica, the’ whites out-number the people : . o| colour . ; 
as three to One. In: St Domingo, the whiles' were' 

' ' i ■ ^ , ■* . "AK . yt 

estimated at SO^OOO, the mulattoes at ^OW j of * 
’.whom 4,700 were men capable :/o^.tea^fig^anos> 
and accordingly, as a, distinct people,, aiittiftpl by ;;.': 
an esprit dc corps, they were very forthidabl^ . Of 
the policy which it was thought necessary in St. 
Domingo to maintain » towards this unfortunate , 
race I shall presently treat; but it seems proper, ,, 
in tire first place, to give some account of the sub- ' 
ordination in which, before the revolution of I?8'h 
the parent state tliought fit to hold the colony at 
’ large. . ’’ ' 

The laws of the mother country, as % as they 
were applicable (as well the unwritten law, or cus- 
tom of Pam, as the general laws of frit- kmg,)’were : 
laws of St. Domingo, These had been introduced 
vfithout formal' promulgation, being supposed ’.Wf- 
attach to all the subjects of France, whether abroad 
or at home; and fire king issued, from time to 
time, colonial edicts, which were received .with en- 
tire submission. Even mandatory letters written 
by the minister, in the king’s name, were considered 
and obeyed a* laws in fire colony. . 
mra- The government was exercised by a Governor- ’ 
»'■ General, and an officer called Intendant, both of 
whom were nominated by the Crown, on the re-, 
conar^hdatioa of the minister of ihc marine, and 
generally considered as. established in their respec- 
tive offices for three years.' Their powers, in some 
. cases, were, ^ministered jointly; in ©filers, they 
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possessed sejjafate and distinct authority, which cam 
each of them exercised without the concurrence or ^J C ^- 
participation of the ©then . ■/* 

In thdr joint administration they were empow- 
ered to enact such regulations as the existing exi-t 
gencies 6f the country required ; and their provi- ' 
sionai decroes had the force of laws, until revoked 
by the king. ' The grants of unclaimed lands and 
rivers ; 'the' erection of public works ahd build- 
ings; the opening '"phbhc,. roads and repairing 
bridges; the regulation. and police of the several 
ports of shi^ingf the provjsaonal appointment of 
the members of the superior councils or courts* of 
justice in cases of vacancy, and the absolute no- 
mination of the subordinate officers of those courts, 
were concerns of joint authority* With the con- 
sent of' the king’s attorney, the governor and in- 
tendant had power' to stay execution in cases of 
capital Conviction, until the kings pleasure should 
be known ; and they were commissioned to try 
and condemn to capital punishment defrauders of 
the .public revenue, calling to "their assistance 
five judges of the 'superior councils. The go- 
vernment of the clergy, the regulation of church 
establishments, and the erection, of parishes, fell 
likewise under their joint cognizance ; and they 
were empowered, in tiroes of public necessity (of 
which they were the judges) to suspend, m cer- 
tain respects, the laws of navigation, by admitting 
importations of flour and bread, and allowing the 
exportation of colonial produce in foreign vessels 
Again* V abuses in the exercise of these Various 
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<map. powers the p^ple had no C|rt8^j)rptection. For- 
tunately, it was-;, rare the . |^*eruor and in- 
• ■ ■>: t*%d^p^#gweed , i&. opinion on 'Ahe ; ^^irci|e .of . fbeir 

•' v j’o&t authority, , iieoessarily 

and the .i^babita degi-ee ' 
of segiiritjr from U&'jd»spute$ and the 

contending .parses. ^Jn all ' such, Jigjise^. ^however, 
the ygWjateftt weight 'of ^authority a^i.';r^ht of de- 
ciding ^’Wilyod. on the/ : ®veriwjr.';',,He was", in 
tnaj^jjWi' absolute; ' prince, 'JVjb^f 'will, generally 
speaking, constituted tfpyas. apthori zed to 
imprison any person in the colony, for causes of 
which, lie alone was the judge/ and having at the 
same tithe the supreme command of both the naval 
and military force, he had the means of .xercising 
tins power whenever he thought proper. On tnc 
other hand, no arrest, % any other authority, was 
valid without the governor's approbation. Thus 
he had power to stop' the course* O justice, and to 
hold the courts of civil: and crimimd jurisdi. non 
in a slavish dependence on bi.nsUf. 

’ The peculiar ptpvince of the imendintj besides 
that of regulating the public revenues or hoances 
of the colony, was the administration of justice. 
His powers and . functions were expressed in his 
tide, Intendmt of justice, police, jinmm^war, and 
fumy. , The ' collector ahd receivers of all • duties 
mid taxes were subject to his inspection and con- 
tr*|hCn.’iXe passed or rejected their accounts, and 
mta^hythem such allowances as he alone thought 
proper. The application of all the public monies 
in expenditure of all kindsr^ die army, die navy 
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fortifications* and public hospital!, ffested entirely C&*|v 
wH|t the intendant ;~a. provmce %hjch created 
such fimiptaiioq id himselfhs. no virtue could «&•$?' 'v . ; 
sist, and ’ fufpbrajcji' •.#«& 'I jbc ^ 1 as- • * 

overcame, all ..j'J • 

. The’taxes and dufies wertefffM ^'jpndqified, as 
occasion . required, by* 'a. court" ’ ".the 

govcrnor-ge»eml,‘.;the- intii^^ off 

the provincial couht*|l^pe attomey-gefiefal, i the 
commissioner' of 

several commandants of tbe>militia. This court 
was dignified by thd title Of the Cobmial 4ssmblt/, 
although the colonists had not a single delegate in 
it. It ought not however to be suppressed ghat 
i-e taxes -vere, dn the k whole, V<^ Moderate. ' The"' 
total expenditure, comprehending all the contin- 
gencies of the colonial govermner.% seldom ex- 
ceeded a^.GdO;. sterling per arthmi** . ' 1 

11 r *' *»’ , • 

' Tile roioniai taxes were called Octroi, and consisted 
princi’wUy *A -.lutles .n t: e exportation of the chief articles of 
produc . The latest assessment previous to the revolution was 
made in IT?'.- I Lens was, besides those duties, a direct tax of 
$•§ per cent, on the rerjfs of houses in the towns, and a poll- 
tax of three dollars on slave servants or artificers belonging to. 
estates or manufactures, the products of which were not ex- 
portable, as provision plantations, lime and brick kilns, &e. 

This system of taxing their exported produce is justified by 
Mons. Laborie on the following ground t ,** The difference of 
{e soilin St, Domingo,” he observes, *f is such, that a plantation 
“ of double the extent of land, and with twice tW number 
“ of negroes and cattle, and managed With equal 9%$!, shall 
-'often yield much less than another with half the same 
“ advantages : a tax therefore on the produce, is more 
" equal aim! proportionate than either a land-tax ora poll- 
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crap. For Ac better aflmmis^ttAjn of justice, and 
the euAerT 'collectin'. >of tnb; v Av#u% titeiCwiphy - '. 

- : ^'we^; divided into dis- A 

i^tw^ilbfd,: fitttn i: .ttidr.\reiauve;.\iatli^fori,’' bjr the - 

'bameaof'i^^orth^h, the' ! ^ r est^‘ltnd,§^Aern), , 
and , suMi'^faed :ijfa tb' ! ; An „ 4i$tricts. _ w X§ , ’’wAv. of 
, those 4 provinces:,': 1 $wJriF d d^puty-\.giit^s robr, or • 
commaij^ter (M.jiKo^'laid to e«cn h A^cic{i-§w»s ‘esta- _ 

■ bUshed i» subordinate con|t^ 0 Qnstice, for the trial 
. .of' «&tose8':bQth civil however • 

y \wem . allo$ei| to <4lto ,v Mip4HNji? ij§$&a&idj ,,of which 
; there were two* ( -one <«ftt Cti$£-'Frmcm f or the 
Northern province, the otiier at |Vf Prince for 
' - , tha^ r c§tero .and Southern. '^TSe^vere composed i 
•/■ ; ’of 'the ; '-govern'br'ge«eml, ^ inteiidabt; , the, deputy, - 
■’, - governors, the • kjng*a’^fe&!|iants, # ■*, ,prjssH$«»t, ' 
and twelyeiaoattseHors, tear assistant 

judges, together with; the ^^nej-genertd^;^; , 
register. ... In these council, sj : dr’:.c«n« i te'’'of; : 'isiiprenje . 


' t (,'V* ‘i ‘^ 7 1 

lax upon the negroe®.” Exterior ^Xjpeose*, such us the navy, \ 
ami extraordinary of all kimJsFwfte paid by the crown out ' 
of the duties which were of the colony 

imported into the mother country. ’ , 

* These king's ihmtenaots \\£tz military officers residing 
in the several towns, ctmmmoly with, the rank of colonel. * 
There wren? also in eaehJo ; wW^|r^ and All ’ J 

■ these bffifcers w<$e Wholly inde|^h|tni'df tfe^^jpi^wer, and ., t 
' owned no suj^ritir hat the ' ; gove'rhor%enerab who could dis- % 
miss them at'-pysurei It may be proper to observe too that 
. the Uors held their seats by a very uncertain tenure- 

-0 m .!S|ihe governors (the Prince of Eohari) mif the whole 
iiumbet* state prisoner* to France/, They were sliced on their 
" seats of justice,' and pat on hoafd li ship in ironf|hhd In that 
, condition conveyed to Paris, and stti up for time in 

the Bastille, without trial, or hearing. , , 
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of" Trance,’ ’ fee {ate 


. jurisdiction, ass in tlid pa 

and feciise of fee governor and m- 
tehdint, were Registered,.;: Seven members constf- 
tutel a quotum, but an/«^4;Jto| to^-'^ngTn 
tireiaat resorts .-V ,,• ■'&'■■' T £ \ 

*' % i ' i v M * t * , v>'‘* , Bjl 

In most of the towns was & municipal establish* 
menfcailed officers of the police ; cemlsting of in- 
•? s.pector%,.’Wem^,' ^i^aior^aod serjeantsv * A Tltey 
werelothorized tb pfbceed summarily in quelling of 
riotej do arrest perao^4'-:|uii^ of assault ajpul bat- 
^'tery, r and' : thie^teS' takefi ^tb tnamowr. - 'They' were 
- appointed by the courts of justice, and were distin- 
guifeedbya badge. • ff'. V .■ 

Another dorps of nearly fee same description, 
MJbat M more extensive use, ahd op* more military 
‘Hmrf Ws ' called .',die;,.ma,r4chaussde. It • was 
t^|> 0 sed « iatvaJiry'; and iK functions were 
iiSf over the general tranquillity ; to protect 
|ers on the public highways ; to arrest negroes 
; without passports, and malefactors of all 
: vde^|tipna,; to enforce the prompt execution 1 of 
avii"^^-,;crimip4^rocess, and 1 "lastly,' to assist in t 
: ’ fee cotflfetjon of mh'fM)lic: taxes. 

The number of the king’s troops on the colonial 
establishment was commonly from 2 to 3,000 men 
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ro regifehnte of foot, and a brigade of 
), aitiUery ! ' ; ;'^ruited fiohf’Trance arid each of the 
4 51 patf&te intd which the colony was divided raised 
one or more companies of fvhife militia, 
of mulattoes, apd ^’Company of free blacS* .- The 
whole pumber was reckoned between seven and 
eight thousand. The officers, both of fee regular 
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cha? troops- and the militia, were corimgssioned pro-..., 
1 visaonally by the governor-general, subject *tb,' iSSfif 
approbation ; but tbe nuUtitt received no 

kind.:,. 4 , \ ' ‘, r ^ ■ 

peace and happiness bf 'the people of St^ p,om^t|d ;■ 
depended very fliucbon the personal quaiitiesand 
. na^ve disposition of the ^vea^idr-gen^li wjiio %va« 
commonly selected from the navy or army. At 
the same time it must be honestly ^admitted, that 
the liberality and mildness, which oflateyears have 
dignified and softened the military character among 
all |he nations of Europe, had a powerful 'influence'' 
in, the administration of the government in tlie 
French colonies. It must be allowed also, that^r 
•the manifest impbrtant^^ighich, as mankind he> 
come divested of ancient prejudice!, the commer- 
cial part of the community, eyo» amongV thgS- 
French, has imperceptibly risen, insured to the, 
wealthy and opulent planters a degree of respect • 
from persons in poWer, which, ip former times, at- 


tached only to noble birth and powerful connec- 
tions ; while, the lower orders among the whites de- 
rived the same advantage from that unconquerable 
distinction which nature herself has legibly drawn : 
between the white and black inhabitants ; and 
from their visible importance, in a country where, 
froth tfie disproportion of tibas whites to the blacks, 
tihe edmamon safety of tbe former class, depends 
altogether on their united eitortioos. 

To contend, as some philosophers havekUy con- 
tended, that no natural superiority can justly be- 
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long to any one race of people oyer another, to chap 
E uropeans over Africans, merely from a difii rence ^4, 
of colour, is to waste words to no purpose, and 
to combat With air. Among 1 the inhfd^tftuts of 
every island in die West Indies, it is the colour, 
with some few exceptions, that distinguishes free- 
dom from slavery : so long therefore as freedom 
shall he enjoyed exclusively by one race of peo- . 
pie, and slavery be the condition of another, con- 
tempt and degradation* will attach to die Colour 
by which that condition is generally recognized, 
and follow it, in some degree, through its varie- 
ties and affinities. Wc may trace a similar pre- 
judice among the most liberal and enlightened 
nations oi Europe., Although nothing surely 
ought to reflect greater lustre on any man than 
the circumstance of his having rren by industry 
wad virtue above the disadvantages of mean t.*th 
and indigent parentage, there are, nevertheless, 
but few jxiraous in the world who delight to be 
icmindcd of this species of merit. There is a 
consciousness of something disgraceful in the re- 
collection ; and it seems therefore reasonable to 
conclude, that if nature had made dm same dis- 
tinction in this case as in the other, and stamped, 
by an indelible mark, tire condition and parentage 
on die forehead die same or nearly the same, ef- 
fect would Have resulted from it, as results from 
the difference of colour in the West Indies. I 
mean however only to account for, in soAe de- 
gree, not to defend altogether, the conduct of the 
whites of St. Domingo towards die coloured pco- 
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; Cm if. pie ; whose condition was in truth much worse than t / 
that of tfe^sauie class in the, British cplcmM^)''|sad' v ; 
-> ,#ot tb be justihed on any principle of example or 


■v^eafoa; -"S 

rreeivr«.'^> * In many respects tbeir situ»tfon%a«[;^«n 
uitoes. A l } C g ra( ]»ng wretched than %at of the ena&v£c 


negroes iu any part of the West Indies; all of 
,.,whom ' have masters . ..that , . are interested in ! their, 
preservation, arid many of whom find m those 


masters powerful friends arid vigilant protectors. 
Although released from the dominion of indivi- 
duals, yet die free men of colour in all the French 
islands were still considered • as "the. ■p(Ojpexl0 : of 
the public, and as public property tlicy x Werc 
obnoxious to the caprice and tyranny of all' those 
whom the accident of Jarth had j^aced'^afoove 
them. By the colonial ' 'govennueot)^||h^-' iwere 
treated as slaves in die strictest sense; ’ mey, are; ? f 
liable, on attaining the age of manhood, to serve 


three years iu the military establishment called the > 
mar^cbauss/:e, and on the expiration of that term 
they were compelled to serve in die militia of the 
parish or quarter to Which they belong^ Without 
pay or allowance of any kind, and in thb horse or 
. foot, at the pleasure of the commanding officer ; 
and obliged also to supply, |hf*oselyes, at tfvcir own 
expense,, with,/ arms, am^fiitMJn, and, accoutre- ; 
meats. The rigour with which the king’s lieuten- 
ants, major, and aides-major, enforced their autho- 
rity over these people, had degenerated into die 
.basest tyranny. 

Ttyey were forbidden to hold any public of- 
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flee, trust, of employment, however insignificant; fnac 
tfefcy were not even allows to exorcise any of those .^‘-r > 
f i ofewdous, to which sons# soft- of liberal education 
is Supposed to 1 m* necessary, AH tho naval and 
pnljiary departments, all 'decrees ra law, physic, 
and divinity, were appropriated exclusively by the 
whiter. A mulatto could' not lie a priest, noi a 
lawye^ ,tior a physician, tHK*’ a surgeon, nor an 
apothecary, noi a schoolirmstet. He could not 
nven assume the supatrie of the white man to Whom 
he owed his feeing. Ncitlier did tlie distinction of 
colour terminate, as In the British West Indies 
with the third generation The privileges *of a 
wfut< j« rson Were not at lowed to am descendant 
from an Afncan, however remote the origin, The 
taint in the blood was itodwablf, and sprtad to'the 
latest posterity. Hence no white m m, who had 
the smallest piettnsions to chat octet, would ,vei 
think of marriage with a negro or mulatto woimn 
such a step would iaraiedtatelv bate terminated m 
Ins disgrace and lutn. 

Tiidei th< procure of tlw «e accumulated grn v- 
aucets, feo|»e itself, too frequently the only sola<e 
of tlie wretched, was denied to these unffri ttmate 
people; for tb< courts of criminal junsdiction, 
adopting the popular prejudices astomst them, 
gave effect and permanency to the System. A man 
of colour 1 icing prosecutor (a r iff mnstance m 
tiuth Wjhteh seldom occurred) must haW made 
out ft strong case indeed, if at any time he ob- 
tained the cotivictiou of a while j«;ison. On the 
oilier hand, the whites never fettled to procure 
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ciUP am! speedy justice! against the mulattoes. To 
maik more strongly the distinction between the 
two classes, the law declared, that if a free many 
of colour presumed to strike a white person of 
whatever condition, his right hand should be Cttf 
off; while a white man for a similar assault on a 
free mulatto, was dismissed an the payment of an 
insignificant tine* 

In extenuation of this horrible detail, it may be 
said with truth, that the manners of the white in- 
habitants softened, in some measure, the severity 
of their laws: thus in the case last mentioned, 

the universal abhorrence which would have at- 

* 

tended an enforcement of the penalty, mode the 
law a dead letter. It was the sarpe with the 
Roman law of tire Twelve Tables, by which a 
father was allowed to inflict rite punishment of 
death on his ow n child . — manners, not law, pre- 
vented the exertion of a power so unnatutal and 
odious. 

Rut the circumstance which contributed most 
to afford the coloured people of St. Domingo pro- 
hetion, was the privilege viey possessed of acquir- 
ing and holding property to any amount. Several 
of them were the owners of considerable estates ; 
and having happily the means of gratifying the ve 
nality of their supenors, these were secure enough 
in their persons ; although the same uicumstance 
made them more jvointedly the objects hatred 
and envy to the lower orders of the whites 
> nmd The next and lowest class of people in the 
>‘o>w» french islands were the negroes in a state of .la- 



ST. DOMINGO, 

I - » V « , ' *T V tf 

* very; of whom, in the year 1789, St. Domingo Chap 
C ontained no less than 480,000. It was in favour A ** v * h ' 
of this class that Louis XIV. in the \ear 16'85, 
published the celebrated edict or code of regula- 
tions, which is well Imown to the world yndei the 
fide Of die Code Kotr ; and it must he allowul, 
that many' of its provisos breathe a spirit of 
tenderness and philanthropy which reflects honour 
on the npemoiv of its author; — but there * s this 
misfortune attending this, " and must attend all 
other systems of the same nature, that most of its 
regulations are inapplicable to the condition and 
situation of' the colonies in America. In coun- 
tries where slavery is established, the leading 
principle on which government is supported, is 
fear ■ ora sense of that absolute coerche neces- 
sity, which, leaving no choice of action, supersedes 
all question of right. It is in train to deny that 
Such actually is, and necessarily must be, the case 
in all countries where slavery is allowed. Every 
endeavour* therefore, to extend positive rights to 
men in this state, as between one class of people 
and the other, is an attempt to reconcile inherent 
contradictions, and to blend principles together 
which admit not of combination. The great, and, 

I am afraid, the only certain and permanent se- 
curity of the enslaved negroes, ijt the strong cir- 
cumstance that the interest of the master is blended 
with, and, in truth, altogether depends on, the 
presei ration, and even on the health, strength, and 
activity of the slave. This applies equally to all 
the European colonies in America ; and accord- 
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ingly the actual condition of the negroes in all tftdse 
colonies! to whatever nation they belofig, i 6 * 1 be- 
lieve pearly the same. ()1 that condition I have , 
given an account in another place;* 1 have ihepd&| 
fore only to observe i»» this, that in all tfce French, 
islands the general treatment of the slitVelhi , 

much better nor flinch Ipfone, as far aalT cotdd’oV^ 
bme* tlian in those of Great Britain. If any dif- , 
ference then* is, I think that they are better clothed 
among the French, and allowed ntpre animal food 
among the English. The prevalent notion that die 
French planters treat then negroes ' With greater 
humanity and tenderness than the British, I know 
to be groundless; yet no candid person, who has 
had an opportunity of seeing the negroes in the 
French islands, and of contrasting their condition 
with that ot the peasantry in many parts of Europe, 
will think them, by any means, the mo*t wretclved 
of mankind. 

On the wimlp, if human life, in its best slate, is 
a combination of happiness and misery, and we are 
to con-ddci that condition of political society as 
relatively good, in which, notwithstanding many 
disadvantages, the lower clashes are easily supplied 
with the means of healthy subsistence; and «i ge- 
neral air of checitul contented ness animates all 
ranks erf people- where we behold opulent town-, 
plentiful markets, extensive commerce, and in- 
creasing cultivation — it must be pronounced that 
the government of the French part of St. Domingo 

. ..s* VoLIl. Book IV. e. ii. 
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(to whatever latent causes it might he owing) was CHA? 
not altogether so practically had, as some of the 
circumstances that have been stated might give 4 
rt&cm to imagine. With all the abuses arising from ' 
tile licentiousness of power, the corruption of man* 
ne% and the system of slavery, the scale evidently 
preponderated on the favourable side ; and, in spite 
of political evils and private gtimtjm, the signs of 
public prospenty were every where visible. 

Such were the condition an4 situation of the 
French colony 5u St Domingo in the year 1788— 
an eventful period ; for tire seeds of liberty which, 
ever since the war between Great Buit&in and her 
transatlantic possessions, had taken root in the 
kingdom of France, now began to spring up with a 
rank lukutiancy in all parts of her extensive domi- 
nions ; and a thousand circumstances demonstrated 
that graty aud important changes and convulsions 
were intending. The necessity of a sober hud 
well-digested arrangement for correcting inveterate 
abuses, both in the mother country and the colonies, 
was indeed apparent ; hut, unhappily, a spiiit of 
subversion and innovation, founded on visionary 
systems inapplicable to mil life, had taken posses- 
sion of the public mind, Its effects in Ht. Domingo 
arc wiitten in colours too lasting to be (Obliterated } 
for the pride of power, ti)P rage of uformatyp!i» tbc 
contentions of party, and the conflict of tupping 
interests ami passions, produced a tempest that 
swept every thing l»efore it. 



16 HISTORICAL SO R VEST, OF / 

' *, 

>l 

CHAPTER II. 

^ AV ’ yl 

From, t fa Rnohition of 1789 * iff tto Meeting 
> tto Ftrst -Gmrai Cokmal Assembly. ^ • 

chap On the 57th of December, 1788, the ewirt of 
wyw France came to the memorable determination to 
summon the States General of the flcfogdotn; and 
resolved that the representation of the tiers <6 tat 
for commons) should be equal to t be sum df the 
representation of the Other twoorders. 4 

Tiiis measure, as might have*i)ecn foreseen, 
proved the basis of tlto great national i evolution 
that followed , and it operated with immediate 
and derisive effect in ail die French colonies. 'Hie 
governor of the French part of St. Domingo, at 
that period, was Mods. I)uch»lleau, who Was sup- 
posed secietiy to favour the popular pietcnsions- 
He was allowed therefore to continue unmolested 
in the seat of government ; but the kings sceptre 
dropped from his hand , for « hen he attempted 
to 'prevent the parochial and provincial meetings, 
which were every Whoro summoned, from assem- 
bling, his proclamations were limit d with indig 
mty and contempt : the meetings woe held m 
spite pf the gowrnor, and malutiom passed dt 
clatporv of the right of the colonists to send de 
pntiet to the $ totes, General. Deputies were ai- 
cordinglyi#ct<Hl foi that purpose, to the number 
of eighteen (six for each province) who forth- 
« with, witbotRany ftuthority cither from the French 



fcv n 

' ST. DOMINGO. j 

i4t&&try Of tbe colonial government, embarked fof $c&ap. 
France, as the legal representatives of a great and> 
integral part of the French empire. ires. 

They arrived at Versailles die latter end of 
d & tec , about a month after the States Qeneial had 
dMriared themselves tbe national assembly. But 
neither the minister nor the national assembly were 
disposed to admit the full extent of their claims. 

That number of eighteen deputies from one colony 
was thought excessive ; apd it was with some dif- 
ficulty that’ m. of them only were admitted to 
verify their powers, and seat themselves among 
the national representatives. - 

There prevailed at this time throughout the 
cities of France, a very strong and marked preju- 
dice against the inhabitants of the Sugar Islands, 
on account of the slavery of their negroes. It was 
not inched supposed, nor even pretended, that the 
Condition of this people was worse at this junc- 
ture than in any former period : the contrary was *•» 
known to be the truth. But declamations in sup- 
port of personal freedom, and invectives against 
despotism of all kinds, had been the favourite to- 
pics of many eminent French writers for a series 
of years: and the public indignation was now 
artfully raised against the planters of the West In- 
dies, as one of the mean! of exciting commotions 
and insurrections in different parts of the Fr&ich 
dominions. This spirit of hostility against the 
inhabitants of - the French colonies, was indus- 
triously fomented and aggravated by the measures 
of a society, who called themselves' Amis des 
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Noirs (Friends of the Blacks;) and it 
acknowledged that the splendid appearanee,ahd 
thoughtless extravagance, of many of the French 
planters resident in the mother country, contt&f 
buted by no means to divert die malice of their .a# 
versaries, or to soften the prejudices of the pehBc 
towards them. • : 

The society in France called Anus tks Maim, 
was I believe originally formed on the model, 
similar association in London, but the views and 
purposes of the two bodies had taltea e different 
direction. The society in TondeaS professed to 
have nothing more in view than to obtain an act 
of the legislature for prohibiting die further in- 
troduction of African slaves into , the British co- 
lonies. They disclaimed all intention of inter- 
fering with the government and condition of the 
negroes already in the plantations ; pubf&ly do* 
daring their opinion to be, that a general eman- 
cipation of those people, in their present state of 
ignorance and barbarity, instead of a blessing, 
would prove to them a source of misfortune and 
misery. On the Other band, the society of Amis 
lies Noirs having secretly in view to subvert the 
ancient despotism of the French government, 
loudly clamoured for a general and immediate 
abolition, not only of the ' slave trade, but also of 
the slavery which it supported. Proceeding on 
abstract reasoning, rather than on the actual con- 
dition of human nature, they distinguished not 
between civilized and uncivilized life, And con- 
sidered t habit ill became them to claim freedom for 
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alid withhold it at (be same time from 
th* negroes : it is to be lamented that a principle 
' so plausible ia’appearancey should in its application 
w$>is case* be visionary and impracticable. 

■ *-^At this juncture, a considerable bodyof the mu- 
lattOes from St. Domingo and the other French 
islands, were resident in the French capital. Some ' 
of these were young people sent thitheffbr educa- 
tion rothers were men of considerable property, 
and many of them, without doubt, persons of intel* 
ligence andamiabie manners. With these people 
the society Mf-Noit* formed an intimate 

connection; pointed out to them the wretchedness 
Of their condition ; filled the nation with remon- 
strances and appeals on their behalf; and poured 
out such invectives against the white planters, as 
bore away reason and moderation in the torrent. 
Unhappily, there was too much to offer on the port 
of the mulattos Their personal appearance too, 
excited pity, and, co-operating with the temper of 
the times, and the credulity of the French nation, 
raised such alii indignant spirit in all ranks of peo- 
ple against the white colonists, ;i® threatened their 
total annihilation and ruin. • 

In this disposition of the people of France to- 
wards the inhabitants of fbeir colonies i&y the 
West Indies, the national assembly, on the $0th 
day of August, voted the celebrated declaration of, 
rights; and thus, by a revolution unparalleled in 
history, was a mighty fabric, (apparently estab- 
lished by every thing that was secure, and unas- 
sailable) overturned in a moment, Happy had 
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chap, it been for the general interests of the %afcai»; 

race, if, when the French bad gone thu$ far, 
MM. they had proceeded no farther ! Hippy for thenp^ 
selves, if they had then known — what painful ip* 
perience has since taught them — that the ifplt 
of all governments is preferable to the miseries" of 
anarchy ! . 

Perhaps a diligent observer might have disco* 
vered, even in the first proceedings of thb cele- 
brated assembly, the latent seeds of that violence, 
injustice, and confusion which ha ve^pce produced 
stich a harvest of crimes sad calamities. Many 
of the doctrines contained in the declaration of 
rights seem to have been introduced for no other 
purpose than to awaken a mischievous spirit of 
contention and cavil, and to destroy all subordina- 
tion in the lower ranks of the people. Such, for 
instance, was the position, that u all men are 
“ born, and continue, free and equal as to their 
“ rights;” according to which, there ought to be 
. no distinctions in society, nor (if the possession 
of property is a right ) can any man have a right 
to possess or acquire any thing to the exclusion 
of others; # position not only false, but perni- 
cious, and unfit for every condition of civilized 
life. . To promulgate such lessons in the colonies, 
as the declared sense of the supreme government, 
was to subvert the whole system of their estab- 
lishments. Accordingly, a general ferment pre- 
; vailed among the French inhabitants of St. Do- 
mingo, fronj one end of the colony to the other. 
All that had passed in the mother country con- 
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‘t'effllng the colonists,— the prejudices of the me- ’chap. 
tropolis towards them,— the efforts of the society 
of Amis dies Noirs to emancipate the negroes,— 
and the conduct of the mulattoes, — had been re- 
presented to them through the medium of party, 
and perhaps with a thousand circumstances of ex- 
aggeration and insuit, long before the declaration of 
rights was received in the colony ; and this mea- 
sure crowned the whole. They maintained that 
it was calculated to convert their peaceful and con- 
tented negroes into implacable enemies, and render 
the whole country a theatre of commotion and 
bloodshed. 

In the meanwhile the French government, ap- 
prehensive that disorders of a very alarming nature 
might arise in the colonies from the proceedings in 
France, had issued orders to the governor-general 
of St Domingo, to convoke the inhabitants, for 
the purpose of forming a legislative assembly for 
interior regulation. These ’orders, however, being 
unaccountably delayed, the people had anticipated 
the measure. The inhabitants of the northern dis- 
trict had already constituted a provincial assembly, 
which met at Cape Francois, and their* example 
was followed in November in the Western and 
Southern provinces; the Western assembly met 
at Port au Prince, the Southern at La Gaya. 
Parochial committees Were, at the same titne, every 
where established, for the sake of a more immediate 
communication between the people and their repre- 
sentatives. 

vy 

A recital of the conduct and proceedings of 

* >< » ^ aft 
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chap, these provincial assemblies, would lead meted 
much into detail. They differed greatly on many 
was* important questions ; but all of them concurred m 
opinion concerning the necessity of a full agd ! 
speedy colonial representation; and they uafflaK;; 
mously voted, that if instructions from the kh^tfbr 
calling such an assembly should not be received , 
within three months thenceforward, the colony 
should take on itself to adopt and enforce the 
measure ; — their immediate safety and preserva- 
tion, being, they said, an obligation paramount to 
a8 ; otbers. . , , .. ' '' 

During this period olimitety and alarnS, the 
mulattoes were not inactive. Instructed by their 
brethren in the metropolis in the nature and ex- 
tent of their rights, and apprized of the favourable 
disposition of the French nation towards them, 
they became/throughout the colony, actuated by 
a spirit of turbulence and sedition ; and disregard- 
ing all considerations /0 prudence, witli regard to 
time and seasons, determined to claim, without 
delay, the full benefit of all the privileges enjoyed 
by the whites. Accordingly large bodies of them 
appeared. in arms in different parts of the country ; 
but acting without sufficient concert, or due pre- 
paration, they were easily Overpowered. It is said, 
thiit the temper of the provincial assemblies at this 
juncture,— bow much soever inflamed against the 
instigators and abettors of there people in the 
mother country,— was not? averse to moderation 
apd concession^towards the mulattoes themselves. 
IP&os/ gw*ir which had token arms at 
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jFacme ft was defeated, and their chiefs imprisoned, ' cigp. 

: the assembly of the West interposed -with effect in ww 
favour of the whole number ; and at Artibonite, * r ^ 
f where the revolt was much more extensive and 
alarming, a free and unconditional pardon was also 
cheerfully granted on the submission of the insur- 
gents. 

Against such of the whites as had taken any 
part ip these disturbances, in favour Of thp people 
of colour, the ram of the populace knew no limits. 

Mods. Dubois, deputy procureur general , had not 
only declared himself an advocate for the mulattos*, 
but, with a degree of imprudence which indicated 
insanity, sought occasions to declaim publicly 
against the slavery of the negroes. The Northern 
assembly ai rested his person, and very probably in- 
tended to proceed to greater extremities ; but the 
governor interposed in his behalf, obtained his re- 
lease, and sent him horn the country. 

Mons Ferranti it Beduberre, who had for- 
merly been a magistrate at Petit Goave, was not 
so fortunate. This gentleman was unhappily en- 
amouied of a woman of colour, to whom, as she 
possessed a valuable plantation, he had offered 
marriage, and being a man of a warm imagina- 
tion, with little judgment, he undertook to combat 
the prejudices of the whites against the whole 
class. He drew up, in fhe name and behalf of the 
mulatto people, a memorial to the parochial com- 
mittee, wherein, among other things, they were 
made to chum, in express word*, the full benefit 
of the national declaration of rights. Nothing 
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could be more ill-timed or injudicious than tbhr 
proceeding : it was evident, that such a claim lei 
to consequences of which the mulattocs themselves 
{who certainly at this juncture had no wish to en- 
franchise the slaves) were not apprized. - This me- 
morial therefore was considered as a summons to 
the negroes for a general revolt. The parochial 
committed seized the author, and committed him to 
prison ; but the populace took him from thence by 
force, and in spite of the magistrates and munici- 
pality, who exerted themselves to step their* fory, 
pot him to death. , ' 

The king’s order for convoking a general colo- 
nial assembly was received in St. Domingo early 
in the month of January, 1790. It appointed the 
town of Leogane, in the Western province, lot the 
place of meeting; and instructions accompanied 
the order, concerning the mode of electing the 
members. These instructions, however, being con- 
sidered by the provincial assemblies as inapplicable 
to the circumstances of the colony, wue disap- 
proved ; and another plan, belter suited, as they 
conceived, to the wealth, tei ritory, and population 
of tire inhabitants, was adopted. They it solved 
also to hold the assembly at the town of St. Marc 
instead of Leogane, and the 2oth of March was 
fixed for the time of its meeting. It was afterwards 
prorogued to the 1 6th of April. 

In the meanwhile intelligence was received in 
France of the temper of St. Domingo towards the 
mother country,' The inhabitants were very gene- 
rally represented as manifesting a disposition cither 
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their dependency, or to throw then** exm* 
'fofoes urnfor the protection of a foreign power; sJLg 
end the planters of Martinico were said to be 
equally discontented and disaffected. The trading 
'■ and manufacturing towns took the alarm ; and pe- 
titions and remonstrances were presented from va- 
lgus quarters, imploring the national a$spmhly to 
adopt measures for composing the mjap of the 
colonists, and preserving to the French, empire its 
most valuable dtp* latencies. 

On the &lh of March, 17.90, the national 
sembly entered into the consideration of the «#> 
ject, with a seriousness and solemnity sited to Its 
importance ; and, alter full discussion, a very lat^e 
majority voted, “That it never' was the inteo- 
“ tion of the assembly to comprehend the inte- 
“ rior government of the colonies in the constl- 
" tution which tiiey had framed for the mother 
“ country, or to subject tliem to laws whmh 
** wtxc incompatible with tboir focal establish- 
“ tuents ; they therefore authorise- <■ the inhabi- 
“ tants of each colony to signify tojlhc national 
“ assembly their sentiments and wishes concern- 
“ing tliat plan of interior legislation and com- 
u mercial arrangement, which would be most 
“ conducive to their prosperity.” It was re- 
quired, however, tiiat the plan to be offered 
should be conformable to the principles which 
had connected the colonies with tire metropolis, 
and be calculated for the preservation of their re- 
ciprocal interests. — To this- decree was annexed a 
declaration, “ That the national assembly would 
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chap. “ not cause any innovation to be made* diredfljp tat 

wviw f * indirectly, in any system of commerce in which 
“ the colonies were already concerned.” 

Nothing could equal the clamour which tbii 
decree occasioned among the people of colour re. 
sident in the mother country, and die philanthro- 
pic society of Amis des Noirs. The declaration 
concerning commerce was interpreted into a tacit 
sanction for the continuance of the slave trade; 
and it was even contended, that the national as- 
sembly, by leaving the adjustment of the colonial 
constitutions fo the colonists themselves, had dis- 
charged them from their allegiance. It was said 
that they were no longer subject to the French 
empire, but members of an independent state. 

Neva tireless, if the circumstances of the 
times, and the disposition of the French colonists 
at this juncture, be taken into the account, candour 
must acknowledge that it was a decree not only 
justifiable on the motives of prudent * and policy, 
but was founded also on the strong basis of moral 
necessit) . The arguments that were urged against 
it seem to iniplv that the benefits ot the Freneh 
revolution were intended only for the people re- 
siding in the realm, in exclusion of their fellow 
subjects in the plantations. Alter that great event, 
to suppose that the inhabitants of those colonies 
(with the successful example too of the English 
Americans recent in their memories) would have 
submitted to be governed and directed in their 
local concerns fay a legislature at the distance of 
3)000 miles from them, is to manifest a very 



ST. DOMINGO. *7 

slender acquaintance with human nature. How chap, 
little inclined the colonial assembly »as to such t 
submission, their proceedings, from the first day •" 9 .. 
of their meeting, to their final dissolution, will ‘ 

demonstrate. — Of those proceedings I shall «n* 
deavour to furnish a brief account in the next 
Chapter. 
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CHAP. III. 

proceedings of the General colonial Assembly unfit 
its final Dissolution , , md Embarkation qf the 
Members far France, August, 1790* * * 

>„* 

chap. The General Assembly of St Domingo met on ' 
the 16th of April, at the town of St. Marc. It 
iT9o was composed of 213 members, of whom the city 
,of Cape Francois elected twenty-four, Port au 
Prince sixteen, and fees Cayes, eight Most of dm 
other parishes returned two representatives each ; 
and H is allowed that, on the whole, the colony 
was fairly, fully, and most respectably represented. 
The provincial assemblies, however, continued in 
the exercise of their functions as before, or appoint- 
ed committees to act during theit intermission. 

The session was opened by a discourse from the 
president, wherein, after recounting various abuses 
in the constitution and administration of the former 
colonial government, he pointed out some of the 
many great objects that seemed to require imme- 
diate attention : among others, he recommended 
the case of the muiattoes, and amelioration of the 
slave laws. The assembly concurred in sentiment 
with the orator : and one of their first measures 
was to relieve the people of colour from the hard- 
ships to which they were subject under the Ailitary 
jurisdiction. It was decreed, that in future no 
greater duty Should be required of them in the 
militia than from the whites ; and the harsh autho- 
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\'rit$’ m particular, which the long’s lieutenants, * cifaj£ 
majors, and aides-major, commanding in the 
.^owns, exercised over those peof&i, was declared 4T8 ®^ . j 
•impressive and illegal. These acts of indulgence 4 
were certainly meant as the earnest of greater fa- 
vours, and an opening to conciliation and eonces- 
'•jlkra towards the;:: whole class of coloured 
jieople. . . ' ■ » '• 

The general assembly proceeded, in the next 
place, tb rectify some gross* abuses which hoi long 
prevailed in the court* of j udicature, confisis|f 
themselves however'>i|$|Och : OTy'ah'-. called for im- 
mediate redress, their Attention being chiefly di- 
rected to the great and interesting object of pre- 
paring the plan for a new constitution, or system 
of colonial government ; a business which employed 
their deliberations until the 28 th of May. 

M. Peynier was now governor-general, from 
whom the partizans and adherents of the ancient 
despotism secretly derived encouragement and sup- 
port. The whole body of tax-gatherers, and offi- 
cers under the fiscal administration, were of this 
number. These therefore began to recover from 
the panic into which so great arid sudden a revo- 
lution had thrown them, and to rally their united 
strength. Nothing could be more opposite to their , 
wishes, than the success of the general assembly 
in the establishment of order and good govern- 
ment throughout the colony. Nor were these the 
only men who beheld the proceedings of this body 
with an evil eye. All the perscAj|^pS)b^ng to the 



■ HISTOlLie«IL S®lVEY OF ' . 

must., numbers were' euiskteiwtfe)- ^iiifh~fcitrireflirt ’ 
UI - in the maintenance^ those abuses whieti the a** 
■'1m aembiy had coveted, were filled with indignatio%. 
and envy. To these were added most of the m^' 
who held military eommisions under the king’s 
authority. Habituated to the exercise of ewa^ 5 
mand, they indignaagy be held the subversion <j| 
all that accustomed obedience and subordination 
w hkh they had been taught to consider as essen- 
tial to the support of government, and offered 
themselves the wiling instruments of the gover- 

Such were the persobs that opposed themselves 
to the new order of things m the colony, when the 
Chevalier Mauduvt, colonel of the regiment of 
Port au Prince, arrived at St Domingo. He had 
not come directly from France, but circuitously 
by way of Italy ; and at Turin had taken leave 
of the Count d’Art<as» to whose fortunes he was 
strongly attached. was a man of talents ; 

brave* active and enterprising; aedlous for his 
party, and full of .projects for a counter-revolu- 
tion! By his dexterity and address, he soon ac- 
quired an ascendancy ’over the feeble and narrow 
genius of Peynier, and governed the colony in ins 
name. His penetration easily made him discover 
that, in order effectually to disturb the new .settle- 
men, it was absolutely necessary to prevent a 
coalition of interests between the colonial assem- 
bly, aud the fifee people of colour. He therefore 
proclaimed hiffl^f the patron and protector of 
the mulatloes, and cojurted them on all occasions, 
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with web awbWty and success, as gained over the 
whole body. 

It seems however extremely probable that the 17 
peace of the country would have been preserved, 1 
notwithstanding the machinations of Peynier, mid 
Mauduit* if the planters, true to their own cause, 
had remained united among thpmselves. r J6ut, un- 
fortunately, the provincial assembly of the North 
was induced, through misrepresentation or envy, tor* 
counteract, by all possible means, the proceedings 
of the general assembly afSt. Marc. Thus, discard 
arid dissension every prevailed ; and appear- 
ances seemed to indicatilviun approaching civil war, 
even before the plan for the new constitution ftfes 
published. This was contained in the famous do* 
crcc of the general colonial assembly of the 38th of 
May ; a decree, which having been the subject of 
much animadversion, and made the ostensible mo- 
tive, on the part of the executive power, for com- 
mencing hostilities, it ia proper to state at large. > 

It consisted of ten fundamental positions, which a 
are preceded by an introductory discourse or pre- 
amble (as usual iu the French decrees) wherein, 
among other considerations, it is stated, as an ac- 
knowledged principle iu the French constitution, 
that the right in the crown to confirm the acts of the 
legislature, is a prerogative, inherent and incommu- 
nicable : of course that it cannot be delegated to a 
colonial governor, whose authority is precarious 
and subordinate. The articles are then subjoined, 
in the oulei; and Words following : 

“ L The legislative authority, in ewrv thing 
which relates to the internal concerns of tlx co- 
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chap, louy ( regime mterimr), is vested ia the assembly 
^ of its representatives^ which shall be called the 'Gti* 
"■$w. nerffl Assembly of the French Part of St. Domingo. 

2. No act of the legislative body, in what 
lates to the internal concerns of the colony, shall 
be considered m a law definitive, unless it be made 
by the representatives of the French part of SC 
Domingo; freely mid legally chosen, and confirm- 
ed by the king. 

3. In cases of urgent necessity, a legislative de- 
, of the general assembly, in what , relates to the 

internal concerns of the'«^|ta| shall be considered 
as a law provisional, ' : 'Ih'w'wch cases, the decree 
ah&il be notified forthwith to the governor-general, 
who, within ten days after such notification, shall 
cause it to be published and enforced, or transmit 
to the general assembly his observations thereon. 

4. Tbe necessity of the case on which the exe- 
cution of such provisional decree is to depend, 
shall be a separate , question, and be carried in the 
affirmative by a majority of two-thirds of the ge- 
neral assembly ; the names and numbers being 
taken down. . ( Prises par l appel nofninel). 

5. If the governor-general shall send down his 
observations on any such decree, the same shall be 
entered in the journals of the general assembly, who 
shall then proceed to revise the decree, and consi- 
der the observations thereon in three several sit- 
tings. The votes for confirming or annulling the 

> decree shall be driven in the words Yea. or No, and 
a minute of Ibss^roceedings shall be signed by the 
members present, in which shall be enumerated 
the votes on each side of the Question ; and if 
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, there appears a majority of .two-thirds for confirm- chap. 
ing the decree, it shall Use immediately enforced fay 
the governor-general. ‘ ' 17M> - 

6, As every law ought to be founded on tlie 

Consent of those who are to be bound by it, the 
French part of St. Domingo shall be allowed to. 
propose regulations concerning commercial arrange- 
ments, and the system of mutual connection (rap- 
ports coinmcrdaur, ct autres rapports commum), and 
the decrees which the national assembly shall make 
in all such cases shall not be enforced in the colony, 
until the general e^sembly shall have consented 
thereto. ;• • 

7. In cases or pressing necessity, the importa-* 

tion of articles for the support of the inhabitants 
shall not be considered as any breach iit the system 
of commercial regulations between St. Domingo 
and France ; provided that the decrees to be made 
in such cases by the general assembly, shall be sub- 
mitted to the revision of the governor-general, under 
the same conditions and modifications as are pre- . 
scribed in articles 3 and 5. <j: 

8. Provided also, that every legislative act of 
the general assembly, executed provisionally, in 
cases of urgent necessity, shall lie transmitted 
forthwith for the royal sanction. And if the king 
shall refuse his consent to any such act, its ex- 

. ecution shall be suspended, as soon as the king’s 
refusal shall be legally notifiedfhto -the general as- 
sembly. . . 

9. A new general assembly abaft be chosen every 
two years, and none of the ,SiOmber$. -who have 

■VOL. in. D" /jn 
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' *£f- serveL * * n former assembly shall be eligible in - 
the new one, 

irao. io. The general assembly decree that the pre- 
ceding articles, as forming part of the constitution 
of the French colony in St. Domingo, sliall be im- 
mediately transmitted to France for theiicceptance 
of the national assembly and the king. They shall 
likewise be transmitted to all the parishes and dis- 
tricts of the colony, and be notified to the governor- 
general.” 

That a decree of such comprehensiveness and 
magnitude should have excited very general dis- 
quisition in the colony, and have produced mis- 
representation and clamour, even among men of 
very oppo|ite sentiments and tempers, is no way 
surprising. It must be allowed, that some of the 
articles are irreconcileable to every just principle 
of colonial subordination. The refusing to allow 
a negative voice to the representative of the king, 
is repugnant to all the notions which an English- 
man is taught to entertain of a monarchical go- 
vernment, however limited : and the declaration 
that no decree of the national assembly concern- 
ing the colony, in cases of exterior regulation, 
should be in force until confirmed by the colonial 
assembly, was such an extravagant assumption of 
imperial authority, in a subordinate part of the 
French empire, as I believe is without a prece- 
dent. 

All that can be urged in extenuation seems to 
be, that the circupjstances of the case were novel, 
and thO : tnembSrs of the colonial assembly unexpe- 
rienced id. the business of legislation, , Thaf ihey 
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"Wany seriousintention of declaring the colony 
an independent state, in imitation of the English ■; 
American provinces, it is impossible to believe. 
Nevertheless, the decree was no sooner promul- 
gated, than this notion was ^industriously propa- 
gated by their enemies from one^lhd of the colony 
tO J thc other ; and when this report failed to gain 
belief, it was pretended that the colony was sold to 
the English, ami that the members of the general 
assembly had received and divided among them- 
selves forty millions of livres as the purchase 
“>5»ey. 

If recent events had not demonstrated the ex- 
treme credulity and jealous temper of the French 
character, it would be difficult to believe that 
charges, thus wild and unsupported, could have 
made an impression on the minds of any consider- 
able number of the people. So great however 
was theeffict produced by them, asto occasion 
some of the Western parishfcsto - 

ties; while the inhabitants ’* or Cape - Francois’ took 
measures still more decisive : they renounced obe- 
dience to the general assembly, and presented a me- 
morial to the governor, requesting him to dissolve 
it forthwith; declaring that they considered the 
colony as lost, unless he proceeded with the utmost 
vigour and promptitude in depriving that body of 
all manner of authority. ’ ' If' 

M. 1‘oynier received ' this address with secret 
satisfaction. It seemed indeed the policy of 
both parties to reject all ihoug^J|f%oin promise ' 
by association; and there this junc- 
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tore a circumstance which would probably have' 
rendered all negociation abortive, bad it been at- 
tempted. In the harbour of Port au Prince lay 
a ship of the line called the Leopard, commanded 
by M. Galisoniere. This officer, co-operating in 
the views of Peynier and Mauduit, made a sump- 
tuous entertainment for the partizans of those 
gentlemen ; and by this, or some other parts of his 
conduct, gave offence to his sailors. Whether 
these men had felt the influence of corruption (as 
asserted by one party) or were actuated solely by 
one of those unaccountable, freaks to which sea- 
men are particularly subject, the fact certainly is, 
that they withdrew their obedience from their 
proper officer, and declared themselves to be in the 
interests of the colonial assembly! Their conduct 
became at lengtii so turbulent and seditious, as to 
induce M. Galisoniere to quit the j where- 
upon the crew gave the command to one of the 
lieutenants. The assembly, perceiving the advan- 
tages to be derived from' this evient, immediately 
transmitted a vote of thanks to the seamen for their 
patriotic conduct, and required them, in the name 
of the law and the king*, to detain the ship in the 
road, and await their further, orders. The sailor?, 
gratified with this acknowledgment, promised obe- 
dience, and affixed the vote of thanks on the main- 
mast of the ship. Scftnc partisans of the assembly, 
about the sametim©,took possession of a ppwdtT 
magazine at Leqgane, 

A civil war seemed now to be inevitable. » Two 
days after the vote of thanks bad been transmitted 
from St. Marc’s to' the crew ofjijiir’' Leopard, M, 
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I’eynier issued a proclamation to dissolve the ge+ chap/ 
ntsral assembly. He charged the members whhYvyV 
entertaining projects of independency, and assert- * 7 * 0, 
ed that they had treacherously possessed them- 
selves of one of the king’s ships by corrupting 
the crew. He pronounced the members, and all 
their adherents, traitors to their country, and ene- 
mies to "the nation and the king: 'declaring that 
it was bis intention to employ ah the force he -could 
collect to defeat their projects, and bring them to 
condign punishment ; and he called on all officers, 
civil and military, ; ■ ibeir co-operation and 

support. 

His first proceedings were directed against the 
committee of the Western provincial assembly.— 

This body held its meetings at Port au Prince, 
and inr'^fejexercise of its subordinate functions, 
during '^Intermission of that assembly* had ma- 
nifested Such zealous attachment to the general 
assembly at St. Mare, as exposed its members to 
the resentment of the governor and his party. It 
was determined therefore, at it council held the 
same day, to arrest their- persons the following 
night, and M. Mauduit undertook to conduct the 
enterprise. Haying been informed that this com- 
mittee held consultations at midnight, he selected 
about one hundred of his soldiers, and formed a 
scheme to sense the members afc their place of 
meeting. On arriving however at the -house, he 
found it protected by four hundre^fif the national 
guards.* A skirmish endued fl^p,;the circum- ■ 

•' trofjjw iaStM>omiugo,i^fd the National Guards, 
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chap, stances attending it are so variously related, that no' 
precise account can be given of the particulars; 
im nor ^ it ascertained, which party gave the first fire. 
Nothing further is certainly known, than that two 
men were killed on the part of the assembly/— that 
several w ere wounded on both sides, and that M, , 
Maud nit returned without effecting any purpose 
but that of seizing and bearing away in triumph* 
the national colours;— -a circumstance which after- 
wards, aswillbe seen in the sequel, cost him his life. 

The general assembly* on receiving intelligence 
of this attack/ Pod of tbfc;j$f£udftble preparations 
that were making for directing hostilities against 
themselves,summonedthe people, from all parts 
of the colony, to hasten, properly armed, to pro- 
tect their representatives ; and most of the inha- 
bitants of the neighbouring parisheS|pfreyed the 
summons. The ship Leopard was from 

Port au Prince to St. Marc’s for the same pur- 
pose. On the other, hand, the Northern provin- 
cial assembly joined the party of the goveriior, and 
sent to his assistance a detachment from the re- 
gular troops in that quarter, which was joined by 
a body of two hundred people of colour. A much 
greater force was collected at the same time in the 
Western province by M. Mauduil, and the pre- • 
parations on both sides threatened an obstinate 
and bloody conflict; when, bygone of those won- 

were originally nothing more than the colonial militia. 1 hey 
were new org^lsmd in on the model of the national 
guards in the l^tiier-coantry, and typtt the Clours, 
aijd assumed the i&me name. 
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derful eccentricities m*the human mind which are chap. 
seldom displayed except in times of public coni, . 
motion, a stop was put to the immediate shedding ' "Arvo, 
of blood, by the sudden end unexpected determi- 
nation of the general assembly to undertake a 
voyage to France, and justify their conduct ’to die 
long and the national assembly in n|rs<>Q* , Their 
motives werethought the mofe laU§&bie,‘as great 
part of the Western and Southern provinces, gave 
a decided approbation of their Conduct, and antied 
in a very short time hyp thousand men in their 
defence ; which werdJh full march for Port *u 
Prince. Their resolution however was fixed, and 
accordingly, of about one hundred members to 
which the colonial assembly was reduced by,sick- 
ness and desertion, no less than eighty-five (of 
whom four wore' fathers of familiesji actu- 
ally t^mpKid oil board the Leopard, and on the 
8th of August, took their departure for Europe: 

■ a proceeding vyhicb cf^fod^ as much surprise in 
the governor aiii his paart^ as admiration and ap- 
" piause among the jieople at large. Persons of ail 
ranks accompanied the members to the place of 
embarkation, pouring forth prayers for thetr eue- 
cess, and shedding tears of sepEvalbality a»d» eftec* 
tion for a conduct which was very generally con- ; 
sidered as noble a proof of self-denial, and asaig- * £ 
nal an instance' of heroic virtue , and Christian * 
forbearance as any age has exhibited. A moment 
tary calm followed this evenf^^-^he patties in 
• afiaa appeared nmtuaUy~dUp<l ^fe 'lb i : a^B|t iteir; * 
differences to y^ tvisdom and jwtsce of the king 
and the nidlfoWi assembly^ and M. Peynier re- 
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sumed, though with a tremblingthand, the reins of 
government. 

Sach was the issue of the first attempt to estab- 
lish a free constitution in the Ft each part of St. 
Domingo, on the system of a limited ‘monarchy; 
and it affords occasion for some important reflec- 
tions. That the general colonial assembly, in 
their decree of the 28th of May, exceeded the 
proper boundary of their constitutional functions, 
has been frankly admitted. This irregularity 
however, might have t been corrected without 
bloodshed or violence ; but there is this misfor- 
tune attending every deviation from the rule of 
right, that, in the conflict of contending factions, 
tiie excesses of one party are ever considered as the 
fullest justification for the outrages of.4feff.^ther. 
For some parts, of their conduct may 
be offered. The measure of securing to their in- 
terests the crew of the Leopard, and the seizure of 
the magazine at Leogane, may be vindicated on 
the plea of self-defence. It cannot be doubted 
thar M. Peynier had long meditated how best to 
restores the ancient .despotic system, &nd that, 
jointly with M, Mauduit and others* he had made 
preparations for that purpose, die had written 
to M. Luzerne, the minister in France, that lie 
never iutended tiie colonial assembly to meet ; 
and let it be told in this place, in justice to the 
French ministry, that the answer which he re- 
..ccived contained a, tacit disapprobation of his mea- 
sures ; for M. Luzerne recommended moderate 
and conciliatory councils. The governor proceed- 
ed notwithstanding in the same career, and dis- 
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trustful perhaps of the fidelity ofjthe 1-iench gal- citttv 
diers, he made application (as appeared afterward) 
to the governor of the Havannah for at reintorce- lW)< 
meat of Spanish troops from Cuba. It is evident 
therefore that he concurred entirely in the plans of 
Mauduit for effectuating a counter-revolution f aud 
hpnce it is reasonable to conclude, tha| the discord 
and distrust which prevailed among toe inhabitants; 
and above all the fatal dissensions that alienated 
the provincial assembly of the North, from the ge- 
neral assembly at St. Marc’s, were industriously fo- 
mented and encouraged by M. Peynier and his ad- 
herents. Concerning the members of die colonial 
assembly, their prompt and decisive determination 
to re pai i to France, and surrender their persons to 
the supreme government, obviates all impeachment 
of their loyalty. ‘ Their attachment to the mother- 
country was indeed secured by too many ties of in- 
teiest and self-preservation to be doubted. 

Of their i cceplion by the national assembly, and 
the proceedings adopted in consequence of their ar- 
rival in Europe, I shall hereafter have occasion to 
speak. A pause in this place seems requisite ; — 
for I have now to introduce to the reader the 
mournful history of an unfortunate individual, over 
whose sad fate (however we may condemn his rash 
pud ill-concerted enterprise) 

v i 

“ One human tew may drop, and be forgiven !” 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Rebellion md defeat of James. Oge, a free Man 
*>' of Colour. 

* 

c ^ p - F&om the first meeting of the general assembly of 
St. Domingo, to its dissolution and dispersion, as 
ma delated in tlie preceding chapters, the coloured peo- 
ple resident within the colony remained on the 
whole more peaceable and orderly than might have 
been expected. The temperate and lenient dispo- 
sition manifested by the assembly tow aids them, 
produced a beneficial and decisive effect in the 
Western and Southern provinces, and although 300 
of them from these provinces, had been peivuded 
by M- Mauduit to join the force undei his com- 
mand, they very soon became sen-able of their 
error, and, instead of marching towards St. Marc, 

' as Manduit pro|x>&ed, they demanded and obtained 
their dismission, and return® 1 quietly to tlieir re- 
spective habitations. Such of the mulatto people 
bow eier as resided at that juncture'in the mother- 
country, continued in a far more hostile disposition;, 
and they were encouraged in their animosity to- 
wards the white colonists by parties of very differ- 
ent descriptions, The colonial decree of the C8th 
«tf May, 1790, was no soonc . made known in 
France, than it excited universal clamour. Many 
persons who concurred In nothing eke, united their 
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voices in reprobating the conduct of the inhabitants chap. . 
of St. Domingo. The adherents of the ancient go- 
vcrntnent were joined on this occasion by die parti- im ' ? 
zans of democracy and republicanism. To tlie lat- 
ter, the constitution of 1789 was even more odious' 
than the old tyranny ,* and these men, with the 
deepest* and darkest designs, possessed ali . that 
Union, firmness, and perseverance l^ich fee. ne- 
cessary to their purposes; and which, as the world 
has beheld, have since rendered them irresistible. 

These two factions hoped to obtain very different 
ends, by the same means ; and there was another 
party who exerted themselves with equal assiduity 
in promoting public confusion ; these were thedis- * 
cordant class of speculative reformers, whom it was 
impossible to reconcile to. the new government, be- 
cause every man among them had probably formed 
a favourite system in his own imagination which he 
was eager to recommend to others. I do not con- 
sider the philanthropic society, called Amis des 
Noirs, as another distinct body, because it ap- 
pears to me that they were pretty equally divided 
between the democratic party, and die dass’ last 
mentioned. Strengthened by such auxiliaries, it is • 
not surprising that the efforts of this society should 
have operated powerfully on the. minds of those 
who were taught to consider their ' personal wrongs 
as the cause of die nation, and have driven some of 
them into die; wildest excesses of fanaticism, and 
fury. . 

Among such of these ttofertnnate people resi- 
dent in France wore thus inflamed into madness, 

■ 51 , j*‘ > 
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C m F ' w * s a ^ oun § man under thirty J'ears djfl&ge, named" 
i James Og£: he was born ia^Domingo, ofamu- 

x79o. j a tto wofaian, who still possessed a cuffee plantation 
in the northern province, about thiaty miles from 
Cape Francois, whereon she lived Very creditably, 
and found means out, of its profits to educate her 
son at Paris, and even to support him there in. 
some degree bf affluence, after he had obtained 
the age of manhood. His reputed father, a white 
planter of some account, had been dead several 
years. 

Ogc' had been introduced to the meetings of the 
Amis ties Noirs, under the patronage of G regoirc, 
Brissot,* La Fayette, and Robespierre,! the lead- 
ing members of that society ; and was by tliem ini- 
tiated into the popular doctrine of equality, and the 
rights of man. Ilerelt was that he first learnt the 
miseries of his condition; the enjel wrongs and 
contumelies to which he and all his mulatto brethren 
were exposed in tire West Indies, and the monstrous 
injustice and absurdity of that prejudice, “ which, 

“ (said Gregoire) estimating a mans merit by the 
“ colour of his skin, has placed- at an immense dis- 
“ lance from each other tlie children of the same 
‘‘ parent ; a prejudice which stifles the voice of 
“ nature, and breaks the bands of fraternity asun- 
“ der.” 

. That these are great evils must be frankly admit- 
ted, and it w ould have been fortunate if such men 
as Brissot and Gregoire, instead of bewailing their 

• - ' * Guillotined October 31, 1793. ... . t Guillotined 

' 3 ^ 98 , 1794. . * - " 
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existence atn| magnifying their extent, had applied chap. 
their talents in considering of the best practicable 
means of redressing them. wo. 

But these persons had other objects in view • — 
their aim, as I have shewn, was not to reform, but 
1 4 destroy ; to excite convulsions in every part of 
the French empire ; and the ill-fated Qg6 became 
the tool, and was afterwards the vietim, of their 
guilty ambition. 

He had been led to believe, that the whole body 
of coloured people in the French islands were pre- 
pared to rise up as one man against their oppres- 
sors ; that nothing but a discreet leader was want- 
ing, to set them into action ; and fondly conceiving * 
that he possessed in his own person all the qualities 
of an able general, he determined to proceed to St. 
Domingo by thf first opportunity. To cherish the 
conceit of his own importance, and animate his ex- 
ertions, the society procured him the rank of lieu- 
tenant-colonel in the army of one of the German 
electors, ' Av 

As it was found difficult to export a sufficient 
quantity of arms and ammunition from France, 
without attracting the notice of the government, 
and awakening suspicion among the planters resi- 
dent in the mother-country, the society resolved to 
procure those articles in North America, and it 
was recommended to Og6 to make a circuitous 
voyage for that purpose. Accordingly, being fur- 
nished with money and letters of credit, he em- 
barked for New England in the month of July 
1790. 

But, notwithstanding the caution that was oh- 
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chap, served ip this instance, the whole project was pub 
licly known at Paris previoqstb Og4’s embarfca- 
u9o. tion j an( j n odce of the scherne, and even a portrait 
of Ogt; lhmsei£ were transmitted to St. Domingo, 
long before his arrival in that island.^ He secretly 
landed there, from an American sloop, on the 12th 
of October 1790; and found means to convey un- 
discovered thearras and ammunition which he had 
purchased, to the plsfcpewhich his brother had pre- 
pared for their reception. 

The first notice which the white inhabitants re- 
ceived of Oge’s arrival, was from himself. He 
dispatched a letter to the governor (Peynier) where- 
in, after reproaching the governor and his prede- 
cessors with the non-execution of the Code Noir, he 
demands, in very imperious terms, that the provi- 
sions of that celebrated statute should be enforced 
throughout th ecolony ; he requires that the privileges 
enjoyed by one class of inhabitants (the whites) 
should be extended to all persons without distinc- 
tion : declares himself the protector of the mulat- 
toes, and announces his intention of taking up arms 
in their behalf, unless their wrongs should be re- 
dressed. 

About six weeks had intervened between the 
landing of Og6, and the publication of this man- 
date; in all which time he and his two brothers 
had exerted themselves to the utmost in spreading 
disaffection, and exciting revolt among, the mulat- 
toes. Assurances were held forth that all the in- 
habitants of the mother country were disposed to 
assist them in the recovery of their rights^ and it 
was added, that the king himself was favourably in- 
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dined to their cause. Promises were distributed chap. 
to some, and money to othecs. But, not withstand- ’ 
ing all these efforts, aud that the temper of the ,79 °- 
times was favourable to his views, Gg6 was not 
able to allure to his standard above S®0 followers ; 
and of these, the major part were raw and ignorant 
youths, unused to discipline, and averse to all man- 
ner of subordination and order. t l 

He established his camp at a place called 
Grande Riviere, about fifteen miles from Cape 
Francois, and appointed bis two brothers, together 
with one Mark Chavane, his lieutenants. Chavane 
was fierce, intrepid, active, and enterprising ; prone 
to mischief, and thirsty for vengeance. Og<$ him- ‘ 
self, with all his enthusiasm, was naturally mild and 
humane: he cautioned his followers against the 
shedding innocent blood ; but little regard w as paid 
to his w ishes in this respect: the first white man 
that fell in their way they murdered on the spot ; 
a second, of the name of Sicard, met the same fate; 
and it is related, that their cruelty towaids such 
persons of their own complexion as refused to join 
in the revolt was extreme. A mulatto-man of some 
property being urged to follow them, pointed to his 
wife and siv children, assigning the largeness of his 
family as a motive for wishing to remain quiet. 

This conduct was considered as contumacious, and 
it is asserted, that not only the man hinwclf, but 
the whole ol his family, were massacred without 
mercy. 

Intelligence was uu mjoiut received at the town 
of Cape Francois of these enormities, than the in- 
habitants proceeded with the utmost vigour and 



4S HISTORICAL SURVEY OF 

chap, unanimity, to adopt measures for suppressing the 
revolt, A body of regular troops, and the Cape 
179 ®- . regiment of militia, were forthwith dispatched for 
that purpose. They soon invested tire camp of the 
revolters, who' made less resistance than might have 
been expected from men in their desperate circum- 
stances. The rout became general ; many of them 
were killed, And about sixty made prisoners : the 
rest dispersed themselves in the mountains. Oge 
himself, one of his brothers, and Chavane his asso- 
ciate, took refuge in the Spanish territories. Of 
Oge’s other brother no intelligence was ever after- 
wards obtained. 

After , this unsuccessful attempt of Og£, and his 
escape from justice, the disposition of the white 
inhabitants in general towards the mulattoes, was 
sharpened inttf great animosity. The lower classes 
in particular, (those whom the coloured people call 
la pdits biancs ) breathed nothing but vengcauce 
against them ; and very serious apprehensions were 
entertained, in all parts of the colony, of a proscrip- 
tion and massacre of the whole body. 

Alarmed by reports of this kind, and die ap- 
pearances which threatened them from all quarters, 
the mulattoes flew to arms in many places. They 
formed camps at Artibonite, Petit Goaves, Jeremie, 
and Les Cayes. But the largest and most formidable 
body assembled near the little town of Verette. The 
white inhabitants collected themselves in considera- 
ble force in the neighbourhood, and Colonel Mau- 
duit, with a corps of two hundred men from the 
regimenyof Port au Prince, hastened to their 
assistance ; but neither party proceeded to actual 
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hostility. M. Mauduit even left 14$ detachment at QHAP. 
tlie port of St. Marc* thirty-six miles from Verette, 
and proceeding singly and unattended to the camp of * r *°- - 
the mulattoes, had a conference with their leaders. 

What passed on that occasion was never publicly 
divulged. It is certain, that the mulattoes retired 
to tlieir habitations in consequence of it ; hut the 
silence and secrecy of M. Mauduit, and bis influ- 
ence over them, gave occasion to very unfavourable 
suspicions, by no' means tending to conciliate the 
different classes of tine inhabitants to each other. 

He was charged with having traitorously persuaded 
them not to desist from their purpose, hut only to 
postpone their vengeance to a fnore favourable op- • 
portunity ; assuring them, with the utmost solem- 
nity and apparent sincerity, that tile king himself, 
and all the friends of the ancient go%rnment, were 
secretly attached to their cause, and would avow 
and support if whenever they could do it with ad- 
vantage; and that the time was not far distant, See. 
ile is said to have pursued the same line of con- 
duct at Jereinie, Les Cayes, and all the places which 
lie visited. Every where he held secret consulta- 
tions noth the chiefs of the mulattoes, and those 
people every where immediately dispersed. At 
Lrs Cayes a skirmish had happened before hk 
arrival there, in which about fifty pfersons on both 
sides had lost their lives, and preparations were 
making to renew hostilities. The persuasions of 
M. Mauduit effected a truce; hut Rigaud, the 
leader of the mulattoes in that quarter, openly 
declared that it was a transient and deceitful calm, 
vol. m. * 
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p«AP. and jthsit p^ace would be permanent, until one' 
class of people pad exterminated the other, 

1T9 °- In November 17.90, M, Peynier resigned the 
government to the lieu tenant-general and embarked 
for Europe ; a circumstapfce which proved highly 
pleasing to the major part of the planters .-—and 
the first measure of M, Blanchelande,* the new 
commander in chief was considered as die earnest 
of a decisive and vigorous administration. He made 
a peremptory demand of Oge and his associates 
from the Spaniards ; and die manner in which it 
^as enforced, induced an immediate compliance 
therewith. The wretched Og6, and his companions 
in misery, were delivered over, the latter end of 
December, to a detachment of French troops, and 
safely lodged in the jail of Cape Francois, with the 
prisoners formerly taken; and a commission was 
soon afterwards issued to bring diem to trial. 

Their examinations were long and trequent; 
and in the beginning of March, 1791, sentence was 
pronounced. Twenty of Qg&’s deluded followers 
among them his own brother, were condemned to 
be hanged. To Ogd himself, and lib lieutenant 
Chavane, a more terrible punishment was allotted : 
they were adjudged to be broken alive, and left 
to perish in that dreadful situation, on the wheel. 

The bold and hardened Chavane met Ins .fate 
with unusual firmness, and suffered not a groan to 
escape him during the extremity of Us tortuie ; 
but the fortitude of()g£ dvseited him ^together. 


* GuiQotiucd at l’aris, 17V3. 
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When s^ntettbe was pronounced, heimplored mercy 
with many ttskrs, and mfabject spin!. He promised 1 
to make great discoveries if his* life was spared, de- , 
tlarmg that he had an important secret to comma- * 
nicate. A respite of twenty-foul* hoars was accord- 
ingly granted ; but it was not made known to the 
public, at tbftt time) that he divulged any thing of 
importance; His secret, if any he had> was be- 

lieved%> have died with him. f 

‘4k 

It was discovered, however, about lime months 
afterward) that this most unfortunate young man 
had not only made a full confession of the facte 
that I have related, but also disclosed the dreadftil 
plot in agitation, and the miseries at that moment * 
impending over the colony; His last solemn decla- 
rations, and dying confessjon, sworn to and signed 
by himself the day before h& execution, were actu- . 
ally produced ; wherein he details at targ 1 the mea- 
sures which the coloured people had fallen upon to 
excite. the negro slaves to rise ipto rebellion. He 
points' ©dt the chiefs by name,’ and relates that, not- 
withstanding his own defeat, a general revolt Would 
actually have taken place in the month of February 
preceding, if an extraordinary flood m rain, and 
consequent inundation from the rivers, had not pre- 
vented it. He declares that the ringleaders still 
maintained the same atrocious project, and held 
their meetings in certain subterranean passages, or / 
caves, in the parish of La G rande Riviere, to which 
he offers, if his life might be spared, to conduct a 
body of troops, so that the conspirators might be 
secured. * 

The persons before whom this confession and 
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chap, narrative were made, were the commissioners ap- 
pointed for the purpose of taking Gg6’s examiua- 
1791, tion, by the superior council of the Northern pro- 
vince, of which body they were also members.* 
Whether this court (all the members of which were 
devotedly attached to the ancient system) deter- 
mined of itself to suppress evidence of such great 
concern to the colony, or was directed on this c^ca- 
sion by the superior officers in the administration of 
the government, lias never been clearly made known. 
Suppressed it certainly was, and the miserable Og£ 
hurried to immediate execution ; seemingly to pre- 
vent the further communication and full disclosure 
of so weighty a secret ! 

Christian charity might lead us to suppose that 
the commissioners by whom Og£’s examination was 
t&ken, disregarded »»d neglected (rather than sup- 
pressed) his information ; considering it merely 
as the shallow artifice of a miserable man to obtain 
a mitigation of the dreadful punishment which 
awaited him, and u’tterly unworthy of credit. It 
does not appear, however, that the commissioners 
made this excuse for themselves ; and the caution, 
circumspection, and -secrecy which marked their 
conduct, leave no room for such a supposition. The 
planters at la^ge scrupled not to declare, that the 
royalists in the colony, and the philanthropic and 
republican party in the mother-country, were 
equally criminal ; and themselves made victims to 
. fhe blind purposes, and unwarrantable passious, of 
two desperate and malignant factions. 

* Their names were Antoine Etienne. Kuotte, and I ian« 
,<jois Joseph dc Verticrrea. 
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Of men who openly and avowedly aimed at die chap, 
subversion of all good order and subordination,' we 
may easily credit the worst ; but it wiH be difficult 179L 
to point out any principle of rational policy by 
which the royalists could have been influenced to 
concur in the ruin of so noble and beautiful a part 
of the French empire. Their conduct therefore 
remains wholly inexplicable, or we must admit they • 
were guided by a spirit of Machiavelian policy— a 
principle of refinfed cunning, which always defeats 
its own purpose. They must have encouraged the 
vain and fallacious idoa that scenes of bloodshed; 
devastation, and ruin, in different parts of the 
French dominions, would induce the great body of 
the people to look back with regret to their former 
government, and lead them. by degrees to co-operate 
in tiie scheme of effecting a counter-revolution ; re- 
garding the evils of anarchy as less tolerable than 
the dead repose of despotism. If such were their 
motives, we can only ascribe them to that infatua- 
tion with which Providence (as wise men have ob- 
served, and history evinces) blinds a people dcootedta 
destruction. 
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CHAPTER V. 

* < > ' 

Proceedings tyi Pranec—Jidassacre tf Colonel Afaun 
doit in St. Domingo—and fatal Decree of th$ 
National 4®®$$ of the 1 5 th May, 1791. 

In detailing the tragical story of the miserable Qg£, 

J have chosen to Continue ray narrative unbroken ; 
bot it is now time to call the reader homewards, 
and direct his attention to the measures adopted by 
the national assembly, in consequence of advices 
received from all parts of St. Domingo, concerning 
the proceedings of thecolonial assembly which met 

at St Marc’s. • : l ■ : 

The eighty-five members, whose embarkation 
for France has already been noticed, arrived at 
Brest on the 13th of September, 1790, They were 
received on landing by all ranks of people, and even 
bymenin authority, with congratulation and shouts, 
of applausel The same honours were shewn to 
them as would have been paid to the national asr 
setnbly. Their expenses were defrayed, and sums 
of money raised tlT^beir future occasions by a 
voluntary and very general subscription ; but these 
testimonies of respect and kindness served only to 
increase the disappointment which they, soon after- 
wards experienced in the capital ; where a very 
different reception awaited ‘them.* They had the 
mortification to discover that their enemies had 
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been beforehand with them. Deputies were already 
arrived from the provincial assembly in the North, 
who joining with the agents of Peynier and Mau- 
dmt, had so effectually prevailed with M. Bamave,* 
the president of the' committee, for the colonies, 
that they found their cause prejudged, and their 
conduct condemned, without a hearing*. The 
national assembly had issued a peremptory order, 
on the Slat ot September, directing them' to attend 
at Pails, and wait them for further directions.' 
Thcii prompt obedience to this Older procured 
them no favour. They were allowed a single 
audience only, and then indignantly dismissed fiom 
the bar. They solicited a Second, and an oppor- 
tunity of being confronted with their adversaries : 
the national assembly refused their request, and 
diierted the colonial committee to hasten its report 
concerning their conduct. On the 1 1th o» October, 
this report was presented by M. Baroave, It com- 
prehended a detail of all the proceedings of the 
colonial assembly, from its first meeting at St. 
Marc's, and censured their general conduct in terms 
of great asperity; representing it as ‘Rawing from 
motives of disaffection towards the mother-country, 
and an impatience of subordination^ constitutional 
authority and good government. 1$m rifpOrt con- 
cluded by recommending, “ that aW the pretend fed 
“ decrees and acts of the, said colonial assembly, 
“ should be reversed, and pronounced utterly null 
“ and of no effect ; that the said assembly should 
“ be declared dissolved, and its members rendered 


oft 
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* Guillotined December i, ITUS. 
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crap. “ ineligible and incapable of being delegated in 
“ future lb' the colonial assembly of St. Domingo ; 
“ that testimonies of approbation should be trans- 
u mitted to the Northern provincial assembly, to 
* Colonel Mauduit and the regiment of Port ao 
“ Prince, for resisting the proceedings at St. Marc’s; 
w that the king should be requested to give orders 
“ for foe forming a new colonial assembly cm the 
<e principles of foe national decree of the 8th of 
“ March, 1790, and instructions of the 28th of 
“ the same month ; finally, that the ci-devant mem- 
“ bers, then in France, should continue in a state 
“ of arrest, until the national assembly might find 
“ time to signify its further pleasure concerning 
“ them*” A decree to this effect was accordingly 
voted on foe I2th of October, by a very large 
majority; and the king was requested, at the same 
time, to send out an augmentation Of force, both 
naval and military, for the better supporting the 
regal authority in St. Domingo. 

It is not easy to describe the surprise and indig- 
nation which the news of this decree excited in St. 
Domingo, except among foe partisans of the former 
government. By them it was regarded as the first 
Step towards the revival of foe ancient system ; by 
most other persons it was considered as a derelic- 
tion by foe national assembly of all principle ; and 
the orders for electing a net* colonial assembly were 
so little regarded, that fcany of foe parishes posi- 
tively refused to choose other deputies until foe fate 
of their former member's, at that time in France, 
should be decided ; declaring, that* they still con- 
sidered those persons as foe legal representatives 
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erf the colony, ifpmodiateand apparent effect 
of this decree was, to heigbten And inflame the 
popular resentment against .Mandate and his regi- '-*&*■ 
ment. Hie reader /'.has already been made ao ' 
quainted with some particulars concerning this 
officer ; and to what has been said of. his general 
character, and' his intemperate zeal for the re-estab- 
lishment of the-segpl authority in ite fuM«i^extent, 
it may added, that he was the mere dangerous, be- 
cause he was’ genemits:-% ; ;hi«''4'i!^sttipt^'jttnd 5 e|iett : 
profuse in hir bounty, towhrdshis soldiers, In re- 
turn, the attachment of his regiment towards his 
person appeared to exceed the usual |kntts of obe- 
dience ami duty.* , 

The massacre of this mao by those very troops, 
a short time after the notification of the aforesaid 
decree, affords so striking ah instance of that cruel 
and ungovernable disposition, equally impetuous 
and inconstant,. which, prevailed, and I am afraid 
still continues to prevail, amongst the lower classes 
of the people throughout all the French dominions, 
that I conceive a brief recital of the circumstances 
attending his murder will not bd thought tm unoe- 
cessary digression. ■ . 

I have, in a former place,! give* s °me account 
of the proceedings of M. Pejmier, the late governor, 
against certain jiersons who composed what, liras 
called the committee , of the Western provincial as- 

* After his example they had rejected Ihe actional cockade, 
and wore a whitefeather in their hat*, the symbol, or avowed 
signal, of tbe royal party. . * > . 

£ Chap, iii. 
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sembly, and of the attempt by to seize 

by force the individuals who 'composed that' com- 
mittee: This happened on the 29th of July, 1790 ; 
and I observed that the circumstance of M. Mau- 
duit’s carrying off the colours from a detachment 
of the national guards on that occasion, ultimately 
terminated in his destruction. < 

The case was, that not only the detachment 
from whom their ensign was taken, but the whole 
of the national guards throughout the colony, con- 
sidered this act as the most outrageous and unpar- 
donable insult that coultf possibly be offered to a 
body of men, who had sworn fidelity to the new 
constitution ; and nothmgbut the dread of the su- 
perior discipline of the veterans composing the Port 
au Prince regiment (which Mauduit commanded) 
prevented them from exercising exemplary ven- 
geance on the author of their disgrace. Tide regi- 
ment therefore, being implicated in ,tbe crime of 
their commanding officer, was reg&adcd by the 
other troops with hatred and detestation. 

On the 3d of Match, 1791, two ships of the 


line, Jji" Fougueux apd Le Bor£c, arrived from 
France, frith two battalions of the regiment of 
Artois and Normandy j< ami when it is known that 
those troops had been visited by the crew of the 
Leopard, it will not appeal* surprising that on their 
|anding at Port au Prince, they should have mani- 
fested thu same hostile disposition towards Mau- 
duit’s regiment, as was shewn by the national 
maardg. 'They refused all manner, of communica- 
lon 0 intercourse with theht, and oven declined to 
enter into any of their places of mmijky They con- 
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jjidered, or coasider, them, as .enemies to. 

the <»k^3^ aod tnutors to their country. This con? 
duct tn.th*$£W comers towards the ili-fated regi- , 
merit, soonmadea wonderful impression on the 
minds of both officers and privates of the regiment 
itself; and mutual reproach and accusation spread 
through the whole corps. The wlftte feather was 
indignantly torn from their hats, and dark and suU 
len looks towards their once-loved commander, 
indicated not only that he had lost their confidence, 
but also that he was the object of meditated mis- 
chief. Mauduit toon perceived the full extent of 
bis danger, and fearing to involve the governor (M. 
Blancheiande) and his family, in the ruin which* 
awaited himself, he advised them to make the best 
of their way to Cape Francois, while they could do 
it with safety; and Blancheiande, for Which he was 
afterwards, much censured, .followed this advice. 
Mauduit theft harangued his grenadiers, to whom 
he had always shewn great kindness, and told them 
that he was willing* for the sake of peace, to restore 
to the national troops the colours which he bad for- 
merly taken from them; and even to carry/them 
with his own hands, at the head of his regiment, 
and deposit them in the church in which they had 
been, usually lodged : but he added, that he de- 
pended on their affection and duty to protect him 
from personal insult, while making this ample 
apology. The faithless grenadiers declared that 
they would protect him with ther lives. 

The next day the ceremony took place, and 
Mauduit restored the colours, as he had promised, 
before a varfcppd of spectators. At that moment 
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chap. • one of his <wn soldiers cried a\S^% r f )mt he must ask 
w pardon of the national troops m Ms Aneerjafld the 
1T9L , whole regiment applauded the proposal M*udu»t 
started back with indignation, and offered his bo- 
som to their swords : — it was pierced, with a hun. 
r dred wounds, ail of them inflicted by his Own men, 
while not a single hand was lifted up tin hit defence. 
The spectators stood motionless, either through 
hatred to the man, or surprise at the treachery and 
cowardice t)f the soldiers. Such indeed was the 
baseness of these wretches, that no modem lan- 
guage can describe, but in terms which would not 
be endured, the horrible enormities that were prac- 
tised on the dead body of their wretched com- 
mander. It was reserved for the present day to 
behold, for the first time, a civilised nation exceed- 
ing in feats of cruelty and revenge the savages of 
North America. I grieve to add, that many other 
dreadful instances might be recited intiConfirmation 
of this remark. =* • >'&?*• ' 

' < ' '* 

, . , ¥ ( 

* 33$$ following anecdote, though shocking to humanity, 
I have too extraordinary to omit. It was Communi- 
cated to me by a french gentleman Who wasat St. Domingo 
at the time, and knew the feet $ hut decency has induced mo 
to veil it in a learned language* Maujduito eix nmtuo, 
unus de miUtibus, dum cadaver calidum, tt cruore edhticfluente 
madidum, in pavimmium ecclesu t episcopalis jacuti, steam dis- 
Jkkqgms, genitalia coram popub aiscidit, et membra truncata in 
decani componens ad. fmmam nobilem, quant amicam Mau&uito 
x statu it, ut legation da moriuo attulit 1 1 may afford the reader 
' ' some consolation to ffnd that the murder of their command- 
ing officer, by his own regiment, edited in all the other 
troops no other sentiments than those of indi^tts^ion against 
‘ his murderers. 'They were compelled their arms, 
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While enormities were passing chap. 

in St. Domingo, the society of Amis das Nwrjt in 
the mother-country were but too successfully 
ployed in devising projects which gave birth to ’ 
deeds of still greater horror, and produced scenes 
that transformed die most beautiful; colony in the 
world into a field of desolation and carnage. 

Although it must have occurred to every un- 
prejudiced mind, from the circumstances that have . 
been related concerning the behaviour of the mu-, 
lattoes resident in the colony, that the general body 
of those people were byno means averse to conci- 
liation with the whites, yet it was found impossible 
to persuade their pretended friends in Europe to* 
leave die affairs of St. Domingo to their natural 
course. Barnave alone (hitherto the most formi- 
dable opponent of the prejudices and pretensions of 
die colonists) avowed his conviction that any further 
interference pf the mother-country in the question 
between the whites and the coloured people, would 
be productive of fatal consequences. Such an opi- 
nion was entitled to greater respect, as jnemiug 
from a man who, as president of the iaQlonial 
committee,- must be supposed to have acquired an 
intimate knowledge of the subject; bint he was 
heard without conviction. There are enthusiasts 
' in politics as well as in religion, and it commonly 
happens with fanatics in each, that the recantation^ 
of a few of their number serves only to strengthen 
the errors, and animate the purposes of the rest. 

and were sent pn&opers to France; but I fear they escaped 
the punishment their crimes. 
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char It was now resolved by • Or%$he, La Fayette, 
Sfiasot, and some other pestalent i^ort^rSi to call 

1TOT * : in the’ supreme legislative authority of die French 
government to give effect to their projects ; and 
that the reader may clearly understand the nature 
and complexion of the mischief that was meditated, 
end of those measures to which theVruin of the 
French part of St Domingo is immediately to be 
attributed, it is necessary, in the first place, to re- 
cal his attention to the national decree of the 8th 
of March, 1790, of which an account was givedln 
the second chapter. 

By that decree, as the reader must have remem- 
bered, the national assembly, among other things, 
disclaimed all right of interference in the local mid 
interior concerns of the colonies ; and it cannot be 
doubted, that if this declaration had been faithfully 
interpreted and acted upon, it would have contri- 
buted, in a very eminent degree, Wijjjjjjk restoration 
of peace and tranquillity in St. Domm§b. To ren- 
der it therefore of ms little effect as possible, and to 
add fpe! to the ftrewhich perhaps would otherwise' 
havefceaiine extinguished, it had been insidiously 
proposed in the natioaal assembly, within a few 
days- after the decree of the 8th of March had pas- 
sed, to transmit with it to the governor of St Do- 
mingo, a code, or chapter, of instructions, iw its 
due and punctual observance and execution. Ac- 
cordingly, on the S8th of the same month, instruc- 
tions which were said to be calculated for that pur- 
pose, were presented and decreed. They consisted 
of eighteen articles, and contained, among other 
things, a direction " that every p^ptm of the age of 
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u twenty-five apd^Opwards, possessing property, oar chap. 
“ having resided two years in the colony, and paid 
“ taxes, should be permitted to vote in the forma- ^ t79t ’ 
“ tion of the colonial assembly.” ' <. 

The friends, of the colonists having at that time 
seats in the national assembly, opposed the mea- 
sure chiefly do. the ground of its repugnancy to the 
decree of tfid Bth ; it being evidently, they Urged, 

4n interference in the. local arrangements and inte- 
rior regulations of the colonial government, . It 
does not appear (notwithstanding what has since 
been asserted to the contrary) that they entertained 
an idea that the mulatto people were directly or in- 
directly concerned. The framers and supporters * 
of tlie measure pretended that it Went only to the 
modification of the privilege of voting pa- 

rochial meetings, which it was well known, under 
the old government, had been constituted of white 
persons only. The coloured people had in no in- 
stance attended those meetings, nor set up a chum, 
or even expressed a desire, to take any part ip' the 
business transacted thereat. But these instructions 
were no sooner adopted by the national ami&mbly, 
and converted into a decree, than its frattife** and 
supporters threw off the mask, and the mulattoos 
resident in the mother-country, a* well as the so- 
ciety oi'Anm <ks Noin, failed not to apprize their 
fuends and agents in St. Dopamgo, that the people^ 
of colour, not being excepted, were virtually com-, _ 
prized in it. Tfapse, however, hot thinking them- 
selves sufficiently powerful to enforce the claim, or, 
.perhaps, doubling thp real meaning of the decree, 
sent deputies, tp France to demand an explanation 
of it from the npOnal assembly. * 
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la the beginning of May, 37^1, the considera- 
tkm of this subject was brought forward by Abbd 
Gregoire, and the claim of the free mulattoes to 
die’ full benefit of the instructions of the 28th of 
March, 1790, and to all the rights and privileges 
' enjoyed by the white inhabitants, citizens of the 
French colonies, was supported .frith all that 
warmth and eloquence for which hie was distin- 
guished. Unfortunately, at this juncture, the news 
of the miserable death of Og4 arrived at Paris, and 
raised a storm of indignation in the minds ofall 
ranks of people, which the planters resident in 
France were unable to resist Nothing was heard 
in all companies but declamations against their op- 
pression and cruelty. To support and animate the 
p|^Bl^^tcry against them, a tragedy or panto- 
mime, formed on the story of Og6, was represent- 
ed QW' the public theatres. By these, and other 
means, the planters were become sd generally odi- 
ous, that for a time they dared not to appear in the 
streets of Paris. These, were the arts by which 
Gregoire, Condorest, La Fayette, Briasot, and Ro- 
bespierre disposed the public mind to clamour for 
a new and explanatory decree, in which the rights 
of the coloured people should be placed beyond all 
future doubts and dispute. The friends and advo- 
cates of the planters were overpowered and con- 
founded. In vain did they predict the utter de- 
struction of foe colonies if such ,a proposal should 
pass into a law. “ Perish the colonies,” said Ro- 
bespierre, M rather than sacrifice one iota of our 
** principles.” The majority reiterated the senti- , 
ment, bud the famous decree of the ,15th of May, 
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1791 wa# pronttjifced amidst the, ^tarnation an^'T^ 1 ’- 
applause wf tbemultkutie. V>' • 

By this decree it . w-a$, -.declaj^d/ and . enacted, 2$: ' 
" that the people of colour resident in die Trench 
colonies, bora of .free parent^ were entitled to, as ^ 
of right, and shonld bj; allowed the enjoyment of, ' : ■ 
all the privij^pea of, French citizens, and, among 
others, to tho^ of having votes in the choice of 
representatives, and of bmg eUgthk to spate high in 
the parochial and nt&mtf as&entbimT Thus did the 
natipaal assembly sweep away in a moment all tl*e 
laws, usages, prejudices, and opiniow concerning 
these people, which had existed in the French colo- 
nies from their earliest settlement, and .tear, op by * 
the roots the first principle of a free constitution : 

— a principle founded on the clearest dictates of 
reason and justice, and expressly confirmed to the 
inhabitants of the French West Indies by the na- 
tional dec^ee cf ;; the 8fh of March, 1790 ; I mean, 
the sok\tm^,Pggmtoe. Tight of passing, . Urns for their 
local aryli itgieribr regulation and government. The 
coloni^fea«^i»iSKe(^' of which l^jflareave was pre- 
sident, iailhdipht to apprise the national ■' 

of the fatfd cmjsequenecs of this measure/ adiFim- 
mediately suspended the '©^ercise of Its functions. 

At the same time, the deputies/. from, the colonies 
signified their purpose ‘to’ decline any fidHlMa’; atten- 
dance. 'The -only.; effect produced hyftliejfc'vmea- 
sures, howe»%':,d*i the national assembly, ypas an 
order that tfre three civil cmnlhisrion^s^/'^hh't^l;^ 
been appointed .in February phi^htg'fhr'fegpiat- 
ingthe affairs. oi the.;;fOlo^^ : ,^ffhp ; .' spi|, slpjuld 
immediately 'repair tli|hefj Snd'sehTh^^i^wshl' dc- 
vm.. m. ' ./ '• ' '' "v ,A ' ' ’’ ^’f i- - 
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ciiAr. crees duly enforced The consequences in St, Do- 
mingo wlll'be related in the following chapter.* 

* It has been contidentally asserted, that La Fayette, in 
(l< order to secure a majority on this question, introduced into 
the national assembly no less than eighty persons who were 
not members, but who sat and voted as suck This man had 
formerly been possessed of a plantation Cayenne, with 
severity negro slaves thereon, which he bad sold# without any 
.scruple or stipulation concerning the situation of the negroes, 
the latter end of 1789, and from that time enrolled himself 
among the friends of the blacks. The mere English reader# 
who may be personally unacquainted with the West Indies., 
will probably consider the clamour which was raised oh this 
occasion by the French planters as equally illiberal and urn* 
just, The planters in the British West Indies will perhaps 
bring the ease home to themselves $ and 1 have no hesitation 
m sayipgj^tkat, supposing the English parliament should 
pass a ng# for instance, the free, mulattos of Ja* 

, n>aica to be eligible into the assembly of that island, such a 
measure would prove there, as it proved in St, Domingo, the 
declaration of civil war. On mere abstract, reasoning this 
may appear strange and unjustifiable $ but wdlmust take 
‘ mankind as we find them, and few instances occur in which 
the prejudices of habit, education, and opinion |jj|ve been 
corrected hy force* * ‘ v ' ’ Wy ’ 
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CHAPTER VX 

ttowquetica fit St fDoniingo of the Decree of the 
1 5tH of Mi. — K^eilm of the Negroes w the 
Northern, 'Province, find Enormities committed 
by iheni-fiMaxdt of (he Mutattoes til Mirhbalais 
~-ContK»rdat or Truce between the Inhabitants 
if Port au Prince and the M&t of Colour, of tke 
l Ith of September — Proclamation by the National 
Assembly of the ‘Kith of Scptni her. 

1 am now to enter on the retrospect of semes, the CHAP 
horrors of which imagination cannot 'adequately VJ 
conceive nor pen describe. The disputes and eph- im. 
tests between different classes of french citizens) 
arid the * violences of malignant factions towards 
each other* no longer claim attentions Such a pic- 
ture oHiuman misery; — such a scene of woe pre- , 
sents itself,!-*^ m> other counfry, no former age lias ■■ 
exhibited. Upwards of one hundred thousand 
savage people, habituated to the barbarities of 
Africa, avail themselves of the silence and. obscurity 
of the night, and fall on the peaceful and unsus- 
picious planters, like so many famished tigers 
thirsting for human blood. ; Revolt*, conflagration, 
and massacre, every where mark their progress; 
and death, in all its horrors, or cruelties and out- 
rages, compared to which immediate death is mercy, 
await alike foe old and the young, the malum, the 
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cjjaf. virgin, and the Kelpless infa at.* No condition, age, 
or sex is spared. All the shocking add shameful 
im. enormities with which the fierce and unbridled pas- 
sions of savage man have ever conducted a war, 
prevail uncontroled. The rage of fire consumes 
what the sword is unable to destroy, and, in a few 
'.Y' dismal hours, the most fertile and watttjKil plains 
in the world are converted info one -vast field of 


carnage ; — a wilderness of desolation h-'-:. 

There is indeed too much reason to believe, 
tluit these miseries would have occurred in St. Drv 
mingo, in a great degree, even if the proceedings of 
the National Assembly, as related in the latter part 


of the preceding chapter, had been more temperate, 
decree of the 15 th of May 'had never 
; p|^d''^jto a law. ' The declarations of .the dying 
point ‘out' the mischief* that was 
meditated, long before that obnoxious decree was 
promulgated. But it may be affirmed, with truth 
and certainty, that this fatal measure gave life and 
activity to the, poison. It was 'by which 

the flames were lighted, and the ^^pstibles that 
were prepared set into action. ^In^Hgefice having 
l^een received of it at Cape Franjois on the SOth 
of June, no words, dan describe the r*^'' *fid‘ ihdig- 
nation, ydiich immediately 'Spread: : ^fip0ghout'. ! the 
colony ; aud in no place did the iphabiMfits breatiw 


greater resentment than in the tpwn of the Cape, 
which had hitherto been foremost in professions of 
attachment to the mother-country, and in promot- 


ing the spirit of disunion and opposition in the co- 
lonial assembly. They how unanimhfiSy deter- 
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mined to reject the civic oath, although great pre- chap. 
parations had been made for a general federation 
on the 14th of July. The news of this decree 
seemed to unite the most discordant interests. In ' , *' 

the first transports of indignation it was proposed 
to seize all the ships, and confiscate the effects of 

the French tjaerchants then in the harbour. An 

> ' r 

embargo was actually laid, and a motion was even 
made in the' provincial assembly to pull down the 
national colburs, and hoist the British standard in 
tbeir room. The national cockade was every where 
trodden under foot, and the governor-general, who 
continual a sorrowful and silent spectator of these 
excesses, found his authority, as representative of the* 
parent country, together with every idea of cofemial 
subordination in the people, annihilated • - 
The fears and apprehensions which j&e gover- 
nor felt on this occasion have been wed described 
by that officer himself, in a memorial which he 
afterwards pu Wished concerning his administration, 

“ Acquainted pie observes) with the genius and 
“ temper ojf^pi’winte colonists, by a residence of 
seven years:' -in' the Windward Islands, and well 
<* informed of the grounds and motives of their pre- 
“ judic^s, ; and opinions concerning the people of 
“ coIour4l|v?lp iue diately foresaw the .disturbances 
lr antj dafjjers which the news of this ill-advised 
*■ measure would inevitably produce; and not hav- 
£< ing it in my power to suppress the communication 
“ of it, I lost no time in apprising the king’s minis- 
H tors of the general discontent and violent fennen- 
%< tatioo jybich it excited in the colony. To my 
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nor, the several neighbouring parishes haiji revolted, and 
were at that moment carrying death and desolation 
over the adjoining large and beautiful plain to the 
north-east. The governor, and roost of the mili- 
tary officers on duty, assembled together; but the 
reports were so confused and contradictory, as to 
gain but little credit ; when, as daylight began to 
break, the sudden and successive .arriy^ifith ghastly 
countenances, of persons who hadr|lpth:’ difficulty 
escaped the massacre, and flown to the town for 
protection, brought a dreadful confirmation of the 
fatal tidings. 

The rebellion first broke out on a plantation 
called Ko4 in the parish of Acul, nine miles only 
from the city. Twelve or fourteen of the ring- 
leaders^ about the middle of the night, pi oecededto 
the refinery, or sugar-house, and seized on a young 
man, the refiners apprentice, dragged him to the 
front of the dwelling-house, and there lie wed him 
into pieces with their cutlasses; his screams brought, 
out the overseer, whom they instantly shot. The 
rebels' now found their way to tl»ap#$ment of the 
refiner, and massacred him in his bed, A young 
man lying sick in a neighbouring chamber,. wp-Jpft 
• apparently dead of the wounds inflicted by i&ir 
cutlasses : bo had strength , enough-’' however to 
craw) to the next plantation, anti relate the horror- 
lie had witnessed. He reported, that, all the whites 
of the estate which he had left were murdered, 
except only the surgeon, whom the rebels had com- 
pelled to accompany them, on the idea that they 
might stand in need of ids profession^.s^pitunce. 
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Alarmed by tli^inteiligence, the persons to whom chap. 
it was communicated, immediately sought then 
safety in bight What became of the poor youth ! 
have never been informed. 

The revolters (consisting now of all the slaves . 
belonging to that plantation) proceeded to the 
house of a Mr. Clement, by whose negroes also they 
wereinuuedi||£ty joioed ? and both he and hfe re- 
finer were Jp$&sacred. The murderer of ;Mr. 
Clement wail his : own postilion, a man to whom lie 
had always shewn great kindness. The other white 
people on this estate contrived to make their 
escape. ’*• f 

At this juncture, the negroes on the plantation • 
vhf M. Fiaville, a few miles distant, likewise rose 
tod murdered five white persons, one ofwhom (the , 
prcuureur or attorney lor the estate) had a wife and 
thiee daughters. These unfortunate women, while 
imploring for mercy of the savages on their knees, 
beheld their husband and father murdered before 
their faces..,,, for themselves, they were devoted to 
a more hor^d fete, and were carried away captives 
by ifie assassins. 

.. The approach of day-light served only to dis- 
cover sights of horror. It was now apparent that. 

* the negroes on all the estates in the plain acted in 
concert, and a general massacre of the whites took 
place in every quarter. On some few estates, in- 
deed, the lives of the women were spared, but they 
were reserved only to gratify the brutal appetites of 
the ruffians; and it is sliocking to relate, that many 
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. chap, of them suffered violation on the;$6»d bodies of 
their husbands and fathers ! • * ’ 

, ■;*?&>■ •; In the town itself, • the general belief for some 

time was, that the revolt was means an ex- - 
tensive, but a sudden and partial insurrection only. 
The largest sugar-plantation on the plain was that 
of Mens, Gallifet, j|ituated about ei^t miles from 
the town, the negroes belonging to #^ch had always 
been ' treated with such hindnes's-'a^P^WiHty, and 
possessed so many advantages, that tt became a 
proverbial expression among the lower white peo- 
ple, in speaking of any man’s good fortune to say, 
i! cst heurcu.r comm vn n&gre de QaUifet (he is a* 
happy as one of Gailifet’s negroes). M. Odebtc, , 
the attorney, or agent, for this plantation we 
, member of the general assembly, and being futfy 
persuaded that the negroes belonging to it would 
remain firm in their obedience, determined to re 
pair thither to encourage them in opposing the 
insurgents ; to which end, he desired the assistance 
of a few soldiers from the town-guard, which was 
granted him> He proceeded accpld^pigly, but on 
approaching the estate, to his surprise and grief ho 
found all the negroes in arms on the side bf the 
rebels, and (horrid to tell !) their .standard was iht 
[body of a while infant, which they hadifei'ently im~ 
paltd on a stake ! M Odeluc had advanced too fai 
to retreat undiscovered, and, both be, and a friend 
-that accompanied him, with most of the soldiers, 
were killed without mercy. Two or jthree only of 
the patrole escaped by flight; and Conveyed the 
dreadful tidings to the inhabitants of thdi#dW;'' g 
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: By tMs tijgj^aU- or most of the white persons ' ' rrn a**. 
that bad been found on the several' plantations, ^ 
being massacred or forced to seek Uieir^safery in * m \. 
flight, the ruffians exchanged fine' 'sword for the 
torch. The buildings and cane-fields were, every ^ 
where set on fire ; and the conflagrations* which 
were visible frop .the town, in n.;:fthou9atid4iflTerent 
quarters,, a prospect there shocking,; and. 
reflections than fancy can paint, or the 

powers of .awm^ioribe. - - ' t 

Consternation and terror now took possession 
of every mind: and the screams of the women and 
children, running from door to door, heightened the 
horrors of the scene. All the citizens took up arms, • 
and the general assembly vested the governor with 
thd command of the national guards, requesting him 
to give such orders as tire urgency of the case 
seemed to demand. 

One of the first measures was to send the white 
women and children on board the ships in the 
harbour; and,, very serious apprehensions beingfen- 
tertained c^MC ettning the domestic negroes 'within 
the town, a freat proportion of the ablest men 
among them were likewise sent on shipboard and 
closely guarded. ' * ‘ ■'>. 

There still remained in the city a considerable , 
body Of free mulattoes, who had not taken, or af- 
fected not to take, any part in the disputes between 
their brethren of , colour and the white inhabitants. 

Their situation was extremely critical ; for the lower 
class of whites, considering the mulattoes as the im~ 
.mediset»;«j 3 fbors of the rebellion, marked them for 

m 
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destruction ; and the .whole. riunjtier in the town 
would -tjndoubtediy have been murdered without 
scrug^ if the governor aafpi the colonial assembly 
had nOt vigorouslyjntorposed, andtaken them under 
^'..tBesfennmediate protection* Grateful for this. iofcer- 
position iu theiriavour {perhaps not thinking their 
lives otherwise secure) all the able men among 
them offered to march immediat^v. against the 
rebels, and to leave their wives f||| children .as 
hostages for their fidelity. Their offer was accepted, 
and they were enrolled in different companies of 
the militia. 

'The assembly continued, their deliberations 
throughout the night, amidst the glare of the sur- 
rounding conflagrations ; and the inhabitants, bet|g 
strengthened by a number of seamen from the ships, 
and brought iuto some degree of order and military 
subordination, were now desirous that a detachment, 
should, be sent to attack the strongest body of the 
revolters. Orders were given accordingly; and 
M. de Touzard, an officer who bad distinguished 
himself in the service of the North Americans, 
took the command of a party of militia and troopfe 
of the line. With these he marched to the planta- 
tion of a M. Latour, and attacked a body of about 
four thousand of the rebel negroes, Many were 
destroyed, bpt to little purpose ;• for Touzard, find- 
ing the uamber of revolters to increase in more 
than a centuple proportion to their , losses, was at 
length obliged to retreat ; and it cannot be doubted, 
that if the rebels had forthwith proceeded to the 
town, defenceless as it then was towards the 
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they might bawl-fired it without difficulty, and de- chap. 
strayed all its inhabitants, or compelled them to % 
to die shipping lor refuge. *bn. 

Sensible of this, the governor,’ 1 by the advice of 
the assembly, determined to act for sohm tinm finely 
on the defensive ; and sms it was every moment to 
be apprehended that the revolvers would pour down 
upon tbe (oqfedbft first measure resorted to was ter 
fortify the ra^.and jmsses leading into it At tbr 
eastern extremity,' the main road from the plain is 
intersected by a m hr, which luckily had no bridge 
over it, and was crossed in ferry-boats. For the 
defence of this passage, a battery of cannon was 
raised on boats lashed together ; while two small 
c&mps were formed at proper distances on die banks. 

'f’he other principal entrance into die town, and 
contiguous to it toward? tbe south, was through a 
mountainous district, called Ic JIaut du Cap. Pos- 
session was immediately taken of these heights, and 
considerable' bodies of troops, with such artillery as 
could be spared, were stationed thereon. But these 
precautions not being thought sufficient, it whs also 
determined to surround the whole town, except the 
side next the sea, with a strong palisade and thevmu' 
deJHze; in the erecting and completing of which, 
all the inhabitants laboured without distinction or 
intermission. At the same time, an embargo was 
laid on all the shipping in the harbour a measure 
of indispensable necessity, calculated as well to ob- 
tain the assistance of the seamen, as to secure a 
retreat for the inhabitants in the last extremity. 
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To such of the distant paerfshas' us wore open to 
comn|4^j|t!on either by land Orby sea, notice of 
,th^ra^)Piad bee# 'frensralttal' within a few hours 
v^tfmvica.tX H' 5 ##* received .it- the; Cape ; and the 
inhabitant? of ,^ny^1h©s^ patches had 
therefore found time ^eatahlisb 'caW^,'jbnd forth 
'Na'chain'lhf posts, .whifth lotf’a.&fiit titneafeemed to 

province.* ItWof tfioli one at 
[Grattfe'Miviere, the other at 
by the negroes (who were here openly joined by 
the niuiattoes) and forced with great slaughter. At 
Dondon, the whites maintained the contest for 
seven hours"; but were overpowered by the i 
disparity of numbers, and compelled to | 
with the loss of upwards of one hundred bf 
body. The survivors took refuge in Spanish 
territory. ■ ; v.i_ •>. ' 

These two districts therefore ; die whole of the 
rich and extensive plain of the Capei ;/ fegether with 



the contiguous mountains, were now wholly aban- 
doned to the ravages of the enemy r ’ajj$tlifee cruelties 
which they exercised, uncontroied, oh such of the 
miserable whites as fell info their hands, cannot be 
remembered without horror, nor reported in terms 


■ * Iths l^leved that & general i^dirtectivn va ■#> ha^« 
laken plate throughout the colony pn fclie 25th.pf..A«gust (St. 
Louis’s day); but that the impatience awl impetuosity of 
some negroes on the plain, indeed them to commence their 
operations two days before the time. 1 • 
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strong enough to convey a proper idea of tbe$r 
atrocity. 

They seized Mr. Blen, an officer of the police, 
and having nailed him alive tq,one of the gates of 
lus plantation, chopped off hi* limbs one by one, 
with an axe. » > 

A poor man named Robert, a carpenter by- 
trade, endeavouring to conceal himself from the 
notice of the jfebfis, was discovered jo his hiding- 
place ; and the savages declared that he should diem 
the way of his occupation : accordingly they bound 
him between two boards, and deliberately sawed 
him asunder. 

M. Cardineau, a planter of Grande Riviere, 
had two natural sons by a black woman. He had 
manumitted them in their infancy, and bred them 
up with great tenderness. They both joined in the 
tevolt and when their father endeavoured to divert 
them from their purpose, by soothing language and 
pecuniaiy oilers, they took his money, and then 
-.tabbed him to the heart. 

All the white, and even the mulatto children 
whose father* had npt joined in the revolt, were 
tnuidered without exception, frequently before the 
eyes, or clinging to the bosoms, of their mothers. 
Young women of all ranks were first violated by a 
whole troop of barbarians, and then generally put 
to death.' Some of them were indeed reserved for 
the farther gratification of the tost of the savages, 
and others had their eyes scooped out with a knife. 

Jn the patish of Limbi', at a place called the 
(neat Havinr, a vuimble planter, the fathn of 
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ifjd young ladies was tied clown by 3 
tpa^dr^f a band, ,who ravished the 
tqr i» his presence, and delivered over 
st to bn| jpf his followers: then passion 
they sbwghl^adL both the fathei 
re daughters. , , 

, Amidst these scenes of horror, one instance 

y ft ** * v * 

however occurs of sucbj&delity and attachment in 
‘ a negro, s& is equally unexpected and affecting. 
Mods. a§d Madame Baiilon, their daughter and 
saco-m-law, and two white servants, reading on a 
mountain plantation about thirty nulo liom Cape 
Brandis, were uppused of the revolt by '■me of 
their own slaves, who was himself in the eon-puai y, 
but promised, if possible, to save the lives of his 
master and hi* family, Having no immediate 
means of providing for their esc pe, he conducted 
them into %n adjacent wood ; aftu whk i> *i< went 
and joined revolters. Tin* tohmwu 0 mghi 
he found an opportunity of bringing them pm 
visions from the rebel camp, 'I la h\ oud light 
he returned again, with a fu. tin 1 supply oi pio 
visions; but declared that it would be out ut hi* 
power to give them any tu; did a i«ianrt. Attei 
tliij, they saw nothing of the* i.egi o tor three days 


but at the end of,th*£jdme be came again; and Us* 
i acted the family how to make then way to a 
river which led to Port assuring then* 

they would find a canoe on a part of the liver 
which he described. They followed his direc- 
tions, louud the canoe, and got safely into H ; hut 
were overset bj the rapidity of tbo current, 
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arid a^benr a ' e«isa^, : ''il0iight / 'it’ befo’ttii^* 'JjCwjh 

torn to their retreat in thd miountefflis, ftffiha mgro a -x kynj ' 
anxious for their safety,' 'a^R^feuttd,i|dte 0 j; ' out, "'T*® 3 - " 
and directed them to a brojdlprpart of the river, ,, 
where he • assured ,; 
hut said it was the last ^k't he iqould nialte^to , 
save them, ; They went accordingly, but ;aot find- 
ing tbe'\feh^ jgavb themselves op when 

the faithful ttegjfe again appeared hke^hriir gbar- ‘ 
dian angel. He brought with him pigeons, poul- 
try and bread ; and conducted the family, by stow 
marches in the night, along the banks of the ri- . 
ver,. until they were within sight of the wharf at 
Port Margot ; when telling them they wait en- 
tirely out of danger, he took bis leave for ever, 
and went to join the rebels. The family were in 
the woods nineH nv nights *. 

Let us now turn, our attention hack to the 
town of the Cape; where, the inhabitants being 
at length placed, or supposed to be placed, in 
some sort of security, it was thought necessary by 
the governor and assembly} that offensive opera- 
tions against the rebels should be renewed} and a 
small army, under the command of M. Rouvray, 
inarched to. the eastern part of the. plain; and en- 
camped at a place called Roucrou. ; A' Very con- 
siderable body of the rebel negroes took posses- 
sfon, about the same time, of die large buildings 

* This account was communicated by Madame Bailion bar- 
self to a friend of the author, who was with him at St. Domin- 
go, and who sjwke French like a native: 'from that-ftriendl re- 
ceived it the same day, and iaijnediatety .committed the particu- 
lars to writing. 

VOL. III. G 



HISTORICAL SURVEY OF 

oh tb© flo tation of M. Gallifct, and mounted 
' pieces of artillery on the walls. They 

hadj^Cwed the cannon at different shipping 
/ harbours along the, coa3t, where it had 

placed in time of Jflw by the government, 
• koa imprudently left unprotected; but jMjUas a 
matter of great surprize by what means jmy ob- 
tained ammunition *. From this plantation they 
sent out foraging parties with tfhich the whites 
frequent skirmishes. In th^se engagements, 
thc%egroes seldom stood their jft ound longei 
than to receive and return a singly volley, but 
they appeared again the next day; ami though 
they wete at length driven out of their iutrench- 
inents with infinite slaughter, vet their numbers 
seemed not to dimmish as sot* as one body was 
cut off, another appeared, and thus they succeed- 
ed in the object of harassing and destroying the 
whites by peipetual fatigue, and reducing the 
country to a desert. 

To detail the various conflicts, skirmishes, mas- 
sacres, and scenes of slaughter, which this c xtoi- 
uiinating war produced, were to offer a disgusting 
aud frightful picture ; a combination of horrors ; 


* It was discovered afterwards, that great quantities of 
powder and ball were stolen by the negroes in the town of Cape 
Frangois from the king’s arsenal, and Secretly conveyed tail* 
rebels, Most of the fire arms at first in their possession were 
supposed to bav e been port of Og^s importation. Rut it gries es 
me to add, that the rebels were afterward® abundantly supplied 
by small vessels from "North America 5 the masters of winch 
* felt nb scruple to receive in payment sugar ami turn, Atari c«* 
tides of winch the owners bad beCh murdered by the men w tth 
whoru tbqy tmfTukcd. 
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wherein we should behold cruelties unexampled c«ap* 
in th? annals of maa-kind; autndft bfo od .jxwred' <iJXs 
forth in torrents ; foe earth htacWidi jfc hsW **$*' 
and the air tainted with ' lf%k^ com- * i • 

putcd that, withi^fefto', giq^foa/elfor ’ 

first bcg&n, Upwa^«f 3 Tw© thousand fgfc> * 
sons, of tail conations and* ages, had been iftassa- 
cred ;-ftet o»e hundred and eighty Iraghr plan* 
tations, and dkmt trine hundred cofiep, Cotton, 
and indigo se&ieraettte had beta* destroyed (the 
buildings thereon- being consumed by fire), and 
one thousand two hundred Christian families re- 
duced from opulence to such a state of misery, as 
to depend altogether "for their clothing arid suste-. 
nance on public and private charity. Of the 
insurgents, it was reckoned that upwards of ten 
thousand had perished by foe sword or by famine ; 
and some hundreds by foe hands of foe execu- 
tioner -many of them, I am sorry to «ay, under 
uhe torture of the wheel;— a system of revenge 
and retaliation, which no enormities of savage life 
could justify or excuse *. 

* Two of these unhappy n*en suffered in this manner under 
the window of the author’s lodgings, and in his presence, at 
Cape Francis, on ’lhttrsday the ®8th of September, 1791. 

They were broken on two pieces of timber placed crosswise. 

One of then# expired on receiving the third stroke ho bis 
stomach, each of his tegs and arms haying been, fost broken in 
two places; the first thro* blows he bore W Uhowt » groan The 
other bad* harder fate, When tne executioner, after breaking 
hw legs had arms, lifted up the instrument tpgive the finishing 
Stroke 00 the breast, and which, by putting the criminal out of 
his pain, is catted A, r«ttpifcgra«,the mob, with the ferociousness 
of titmibnlsj rafted out anteUs ' (stop) and compelled turn to 
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cpap. HiihertP,£ny narrative baa applied chiefly, 

^ w treaswjgtyg^ip the Northern .province ; I grieve 
«»»«. to : $e fia#aes of rebellion soon 'began 

' m.pjilr'filrth fir- &$» We*^jwa;.4ivi8ioii. Here, 
insurgents w«^ag^|$y tpen of co- 
whom upwards .pC .^^poM^^peared 

" 'I J§| ; ’ ’ about $x ^huwdM( • Ihf ^egro .they 

began their, ppsrjations by burnutg : lhe coflfee plan- 
tations to the pknp of 

Cuhde-Sac. Sonipdetachments pf tibe^.o^tipuy' 
which vtyere sent against them from Port au r |pt$B<® 

• were repulsed; and the insurgents continued to 
ravage, and hum rite country through on extent of 
thirty miles, practising the same excesses and fe- 
rocious barbarities towards such, of the whites 
as felt into their hands, as were displayed by 
the rebels in the North. They had the auda-. 
city at length to approach Port au Prince, with 
intention, as it was believed, to set it on lire; 

■ and so defenceless was the state of that devoted 
town, that its destruction seemed inevitable. 
Many of the mulatto chiefs, however, finding 
that their attempts to gain over the negro 
slaves on the sugar plantations |n this part of 
the country, were not attended with that success, 
which they expected, expressed an unwillingness 

leave ins worlc unfinished. la that condition, the miser., 
able wretch, with his broken limbs doubled up, wa* put on a 
, cart wheel, w hich was placed horizontally, one end of theaxle- 
dunsebeing driven into the earth. Heseeuied perfectlyaenOblc. 
but uttered not a groan. At the end of forty paUiotes, some 
linglish seamen, who were spectators of the tra^dy, strangled 
him in mercy. 
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to proceed to this extremity ; declaring that they 
. took up arms not io deBoiate ' the colony, but 
merely tosupport the n&tionai decree of the 15tft 
of May, and that they were hot Averse to a recon- 
ciliation. ' cotohtg toT^kudW- 

ledgc planter of ©mineptre, 

he undertook the office of mediator, and through 
his weh^med and powerful interposition, a-iruee 
or convention, called the concordat i was agreed 
upon the 1 1th ©f September, between the free 
jwopl© of colour, and the white inhabitants- of 
Port au Prince, of which the chief provisions were 
an oblivion of the past, and an engagement on 
the part of the whites, to admit in full force the* 
national decree of the 15th of May, so often men- 
tioned; — certainly the ostensible, though perhaps 
not the sole and original cause of the rebellion *. 

Instructed bythis example, and ‘often ed, it 
may be presumed/ by the foj’al and temperate con- 
duct of the. free mujbl#es in the town of Cape 
Francois, a^bfifore’ related, the general assembly, 
by a proclamation of the 20th’ of September, de- 
clared that they would no longer oppose die opera- 
tion of the same decree. They event went further, 
and announced an intention to grant considerable 
indulgoncies towards such free people of colour as 
were not comprehended in it, meaning those who 

* It should also .have been observed, that the^ 
mid execution of Ogi is pronounced, in* this concordat* fi iafi- 
*« pious* and to be held in everlasting execration/* . These ex- 
* prmiona were lit erally copied from a letter of Ahbii Gregoke. 
1 am obliged to the author of the history of Europe in the An- 
nual Register for l? 92 (Rivingtou^edit.) for mnfhdingme of 
this circumstance* * " % * '% 
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chap. tee;b0^O of enslaved parents. , Fhey voted at 
- the t^‘4jTpa^n ''pf 1 '. certain free, com- ■ 

iwt. pan^'' , ^&ilattoes ) wherelu the men of colour of 
ati,;#ribrip tions, poasffeedi'.w certain qualifications, 
Allowed to serve# 

^ v ; "These concessions* at an eariW period, would 
;%ave operated with povtotful effect in tfiepvation 
of the colony ; but they now came totilate, and 
produced only a partial truce, a temjwrary, and 
fallacious cessation of. miseries. The wqunds that 
had been inflicted wore yet greed and T»l^^ing ; 
-and the dark and sullen passions of disappointed 
pride, anger, malice, hatred and revenge. were 
secretly burning in the gloomy minds of all. par- 
ties. The flames were smothered, not extin- 
guished ; soon to break out again, with aggra- 
vated violence and greater fury than ever. 
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CHAWEK’VH, 

Oj the Motives which induced the People if Colour 
to jtiin the retched Conduct if the 

British Association fat the AbUition (f the Slave 
Trade, end of the Society in Paris coiled U$ 

Amis des Noirs — Letter from Abb£ Gregoire 
to the people of Colour — Repeal of the Decree 
' of the 1 5th May, 171)1 -^Effects of that Mm- 
mrt^C'vcil War with the Mulattm renewed — 

Port au Prince destroyed by Fire—Cmdtm ex- 
ercised by both Part as— Arrival at Cape Fran- 
fo/s oj the Crcd Commissioners. 

BjErojii, I proceed to a renewal of those dis- chap 
gusting scenes of devastation, slaughter, and ruin, 
which my duty, as a faithful historian, calls upon r,<tu 
me to describe (happy if they serve as an im pas- 
sive lesson to other nations!) it seems necessary 
to remove some difficulties which may possibly ' 
have arisen in the mind of the reader, concerning 
the original and primary cause of the junction 
and co-opcration of so large a number of the ne- 
gio slaves, in this rebellion, with the men of co- 
lour. That the whole body of the latter in St. 
Domingo had solid grow ltd of complaint and dis- 
satisfaction, cannot be denied. There is a point 
at which oppression sometimes arrives, when for- 
bearance under it ceases to be a virtue; and I 
should readily have admitted that the actual situa- 
tion and condition of the mulattoes iu the French 
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caiAP. islands jwould have made resistance a doty, if it - , 
did not appear, from what I have alieady related,'* 1 
* ir91 * that.,%e heiress- erf their grievances* occupied thtr> 
very 'deliberations of the firit general assem- 
bly ff,, representatives that ever met in. t St. I)o- 
, miago. Certainly, then, no justification can be 
offered for those pestilent reformers, who could 
persuade these unfortunate people to seek that re- 
lief by rebellion and massacre, which was -offered 
to them by -the supreme power of the country, as 
a spontaneous hnd voluntary concesfflojajr-the 
homage of enlightened reason on the altar of hu- 
manity* Concerning the enslaved negroes, how- 
ever, it does not appear that the conduct of the 
whites towards them was in general reprehensible. 

I believe, on the whole, it was as lenient and in- 
dulgent as was consistent with their own safety. 

It was the mulatto people themselves who une 
the hard-hearted task-masters to the negiwc. 
The same indignities which they received from 
the whites, they, directed without scruple toward.- 
the blacks ; exercising over the latter every spe- 
cies of that oppression which they loudly and just- 
ly complained *f, when exercised on themselves ; 
—and this is a true picture oi human nature. 15\ 
wliat means, then, it will be asked, were the ne- 
groes induced to foi get their * resentments, and 
join with those who were the constant objects both 
of their envy and hatred ? 

In order to reply to this question with as much 
accuracy and precision as the subject will admit, 
it is necessary to lecur to the proceedings of the 
two associations, of which mention was made in 
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the Second Chapter of this History ; na«fW!y, 

British association for the abolition of the slave J 
trade, which held its meetings ia the Old, Jewry i7S, ' i,] 

in London ; and the society called Les Anus das' 

Nutrs in Pans. A ^iort review of the conduct 
of these societies will serve not only to' lessen thts- 
surprize which may be felt at the revolt of the-/ 
negroes of St. Domingo, but also raise a const- *, 
derable degree of astonishment that the enslaved 1 
negroes in the British islands had' not gh on them 
the example. 

I have observed, that the society in‘ London 
professed to have nothing more in yiew than to 
obtain an act of the legislature for prohibiting the 
further introduction of African slaves into the 
British colonies. I have said, that “ they dis- 
“ claimed all intention of interfering with the go- <■ 

“ vernment and condition of the negroes already’ 

“ m tiie plantations ; publicly declaring thur 
“ opinion to be, that a general emancipation of 
“ those people, in their present state of ignoiancd 
“ and barbarity, instead of a blessing, would 
“ prove to them the source of misfortune and mt- 
“ sery.” But although such were their ostensible 
declarations as a public body, the leading mem- 
bns of the society, in the same moment, held a 
very different language ; and even the 'society it- 
self (acting as such) pursued a line of conduct 
directly and immediately repugnant to their own' 
professions. Besides using every possible endea- 
vour to inflame the public of Great Brifain 
against the planters, they distributed at a piodi- 
gious axpencc throughout the colonies, tracts and 
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chap, pamphlets without number, the direct tendency 
of which was to render the white inhabitants 
im * odious, and contemptible in the eyes of their own 
slaves, and excite in the latter such ideas of their 
natural rights ami equality of condition, as should 
. dead them to a general struggle for freedom through 
^rebellion and bloodshed. In many of those writ- 
ings, arguments are expressly adduced, in language 
which cannot be misunderstood;*, to urge the ne- 
groes to rise up and murder their masters without 
. mercy, — “ Resistance,” say they, is always justi- 
“ fiaWc where force is the substitute of right : nor 
“ is the commission of a civil crime possible in a 
“state of slavery'' These sentiments are repeat- 
ed in a thousand different forms ; and in order 
that tltey might not lose their effect by abstract 
reasoning, a reverend divine of the church of Eng- 
land, in a pamphlet addressed to the chairman or 
president of the society, pours forth tire most eai- 
liest prayers, in the most undisguised £x pro- done, 
that the negroes would destroy all the white people, 
men, women, and children, in the West Indies : 
“ Should we not (he exclaims) approve their 
“ conduct in their violence? Should we not crown 
“it with eulogiurn, if they exterminate their t\- 
“ rants with fine and sword ! Should they can de- 
“ dhcrqtdy injlkt the most exquisite tortures on 
“ those tyrants, would they not be excusable in die 
“ moral judgment of those who projierly value 
“ those inestimable blessings, rational and religi- 
“ ops liberty * r” 

* Thia its fair extract from a letter addressed to Granville 
bhafpj Efqj chairman of the society in the Old Jewry, by the 
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Besides* disijributing pamphlets of this com-' CBj&> 
plexion gratis^ at the doors of aU the churches and *J^L/ 
places of worship in the kingdom, and throughout im ‘ 
the colonies^ the society, ojr persons in their name, 
caused a medal to be struck, containing the figure 
of a naked negtp, loaded with chains, and in ’the 
attitude of imploring mercy; thousands of which 
also were dispersed among the negroes in each of , 
the sugai islands* for. the Instruction, I presume, of 
such of them as could not read; but, uuhappih, 
this instance of pro\ ident caution was , not requi- 
site ; for so many negro domestics retum^annu- 
ally from Europe to the West Indies, as constantly 
furnish a sufficients number of living instructors;, 
and certain it Is (I pronounce it from my own 
knowledge respecting Jamaica) that the labours 
of the society on their behalf, as well as many of 
the most violent speeches in the British parlia- 
ment, wherein the whole body of planters weie 
painted as a herd of blood-thirsty and remorseless 
tyrants, were explained to the negro slaves, in terms 
well adapted to their capacities, and suited, as 
might have been supposed, to their feelings, it 
will be difficult to say what other measures the 
Old Jewry associates could have,|akcn to ejccite a 
rebellion, except that of furnishing the objects of 
their solicitude with fire-arms and ammunition. 

Reverend Perrival Stockdale, A. M. Of such writers the plan- 
ters may well exclaim, " Fogive ttiem, they towns not what they 
“ dot" The same ejaculation 1 applied to the learned and pious 
Samuel Johnson, who possessed a negro servant, and before 
whom he frequently gave as a toast, "A speejy rebellion of the 
“ negroes w Jamaica, and success to them 

t 0 



9* HISTORICAL SURVEY OF 

* 

cihr Hitherto, this society bad served as a model 
and exemplar to that of Paris; but a disposition 

im * to stop at half measures constitutes no part of 
the French character ; and the society of Amis 
<ks Nairn resot led, without scruple, to those mea- 
.shrtfe which their fellow labourers in London still 
hesitated to adopt: beginning with the class of 
free mulattoes, because they found many Of them 
in France who became the willing instruments of 
their purposes , and who undertook to interpret 
to the negroes in the French colonies the whites 
and good intentions towards them of their friends 
iu the mother-country. Thus an opening was 
made towards conciliation and union between 
the two classes. The negroes, believing that it 
was only through the agency of the mulatloes 
and the connections ot those people in France, 
they could obtain a Regular supply of arms and 
ammunition, foi got or suspended their ancient 
animosities ; and the* men ot colour, sensible that 
nothing but the < u-operation oi the enslaved ne- 
groes (docile, they supposed them to Ik*, hum 
theii ignorance, and nuostiUe bom their num- 
bers) could give surce"* to tin ir cause, com ud 
them with such, asaldmU as; gamed mu at le.i-it 
nine-tenths ot all the slaves iu the Non hern pio- 
vince of St. Domingo. 

Thue seems, however, to have been some appre- 
hensions entertained by tlie leading men among 
the Amis ik,s \airs > that tiie decree of the national 
assembly of the 1.5th of May, confined as the bene- 
fits of it acre to the people of colour exclusively, 
(and' of those*, to such only as were born of tree 
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parents) might gw rise to jealousies and suspi- 
cions, destructive of that unanimity between the 
different classes, the maintenance of which was an 
object of the last importance. To obviate any 
misapprehensions on this aepount, as well as to 
keep the mulattoes firm to their purpose, the 
Gregoire wrote and published his celebrated cir- 
cular letter -a performance which, if the inten-" 
tions of the writer iiad been as pure as bis expres- 
sions are eloquent, would have reflected lustre -on 
his abilities *i hat effect this distinguished 
piece of oratory may have had on the rugged and 
unenlightened minds of savage people, I pipetend 
not to ascertain. It i» certain that the AbW Grtf- 
goire was considered by the negroes in St. Do- 
mingo as time great advocate ,and patron ; a sort 
of guardian angel or tutelary deity ; of the good 
dlects of whose benevolent interposition and 
friendly offices their masters unjustly deprived 
them, and on whose support and assistance they 
ought confidently rely, in the attempt, through 
rebellion and murder, to olitaiu justice for them- 
wlws. 

Doth classes of people" being thus instructed 
and prepared, the decree of the l#th of May was 
the signal of revolt, the warhoOp of massacre.'' from 
lire clamour which it excited amongst all dfders of 
the -whites in St Domingo (the lower classes espe- 
cially) the people ofi colour, as I Wve shewfi, had 
nation to apprehend that misohiefe 6f an extensive 
and alarming nature were meditated against tltem. 

* The reader will Bad a translation of this letter at the end 
of the peseftt Chapter, 
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chap. They were thus furnished with a plausible, and, 
had they meant to have acted solely on the defen- 

* 791 - sive, a justifiable cause for resorting to arms ; but, 
unhappily, the strong tide of popular prejudice 
which prevailed in the mot ter country against the 
•planters, and the great majority which voted for 
, the fatal deci ce in the national assembly, were 
circumstances that inspired them with so danger- 
ous a confidence in their own resources, as over- 
powered ah considerations of prudence, policy, 
and humanity. 

It must be considered, at the same time, that the 
enslaved negroes (ignorant and depressed as we 
suppose them to be) could not possibly be unob- 
servant of these combined and concurring circum- 
stances. They beheld the coloured people in open 
hostility against the whites. They Were assured, 
that the former had&the fullest support and en- 
couragement from tbe supreme legislature of the 
mother country. They were taught to believe, 
that themselves also were become, the objects of 
the paternal solicitude of tbe king and tbe na- 
tional assembly, who wished to rescue them from 
the dominion of their masteis, and invest them 
with their estates. It appeared from indisputable 
evidence, that assurances of this nature were held 
out to the enslaved negroes assurances which 
could not but excite, their attention, awaken their 
faculties, and rouse them to; action. TVhoevcr 
•-hall calmly deliberate on these, and the other 
foots that have been stated, will find no difficulty 
in accounting for the dreadful extent of this in- 
surrection; Or in assigning it to its proper cause, 



ST. DOMINGO. 96 

V 

■ and tracing to the fountajn-hewl these rivers oi CH**, 

’ blood which still continue to flow in this unfor- 
tunate and devoted cokmy * ! *«•** 

But it is now time to advert to the proceedings 1 
which occurred in Frtttce where we left Gngtirt, 

La Fayette , Robespierre*, and the rest of the socllty 
of Amis dts Noirs, exulting in the triumph they 
had obtained op toe 1 5th of May; and perhaps 
waiting, in the ardent- hope and expectation, toifct ^ 
their obnoxious decree of that date, would produce 
those very evils which actually resulted from it 
It was not until the beginning of September that 
information arrived at Paris concerning the recep- 
tion which the account of this decree had met 
with in St. Domingo. The tumults, disorders, 
and confusions that it produced there were now 

* tn September 1791 .when th^putbor was at Cape Fran- 
<^ois, he dined w ith a large company on board the frigate tu Pru- 
de Ue, communed by Mons. Joyeuse (at present a distinguished 
admiral in the service of the new republic, by the name of 
FUfaret) w hen, \h the midst of the entertainment, a loud excla- 
mation from the crew announced that tfm gunner wav returned* 

1 nis man, who had been missing some weeks, w m immediately 
hi ought forward^ and gat e the following account of the cause 
o f lh ibsence He said that, having gone on shore* to collect 
g’-ei n meat for the pigs,he was surrounded by the rebel negroes, 
v* ho were about putting him to death, when Jean Fiftftyu'b the 
chief, finding that he was an officer in the king’s service, or- 
dered that his life should be spared, alleging that the king wai 
tut it friend They detained him however Os a prisoner, and 
compelled him to load and point their artiller^in the at tack at 
M Galhfct’s plantation before* mentioned* On the defeat of 
the rebels in that engagement, he fortunately made hfcWape 
from them. Some of the shocking enormities and cruelties in- 
flicted b> the rebels on their v, lute prisoner#, as related in the 
preceding pages, were anmmtfed i\\ tb^ irart*i pre ence 
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represented in the strongest Colouring, and the loss 
of the colony to France was universally appre- 
hended, At this time, however, no suspicion was 
entertained concerning the enslaved negroes; but 
p civil war, between the whites and the mulattot*?, 
was believed to be inevitable. The commercial and 
manufacturing towns predicting the ruin of their 
trade and shipping, and the loss of their capitals 
from existing dangers, presented remonstrances 
and jietitions to the national assembly, urging the 
necessity of an immediate repeal of all the decrees 
by which the rights of the planters were invaded ; 
•that of the 15th of May especially, The consti- 
tuent national assembly was now on the point of 
dissolution, and perhaps wished to leave every 
thing in peace. At the same time the tide of po- 
pular prejudice, which had hitherto ran with such 
violence against the colonists, was beginning to 
turn. Most of those members whose opinions in 
colonial concerns, a few months before, had guided 
the deliberations of the natfonul assembly, wetc 
now either silently disregarafed* jor Heated with 
outrage ; — a strong and striking proof of the light- 
ness and versatility of the French character. At 
length a motion was made to annul the obnoxi- 
ous decree, and (strange to tell !) on the 24 th of 
September its repeal was actually voted by a 
large majority ! — At this remarkable change of 
sentiment in the supreme legislature, it is neces- 
sary to pause, and remind the reader of what was 
doing at the same time in St. Domingo; where 
as we have seen, on the 1 Ith of that very month, 
the concordat , or truce, took {dace between tire 
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people, of tolouf^aiMi ^ ialwbita^of cjf ' 

Port an Prince; fetid 0^ m© SOth, &u cplotoppl 
assembly at Cape ^rm$m ^published the ^oda^ < 
mation mentioned in the pait of the p te-t 

ceding Cbantu W|j^»t W tbq vm* toV 
moot when the and necessity ©f ate acpeee 

were ackaowledged, ayd its faithful 

promise# 'by the (;o)ookU^ighi^ ite $%«$' fes 

pronounced by $h*> *0^^ 

mother ctwntry! ^ \ , * 5 t , , . 

t tpkich repugnancy and absurdity raust every 
government be driven tha|/ tempts to regulate 
and ' direct the local conceals of a country three ’ 
thousand miles distant , Of twcMpefesures tfiat 
have been mentioned, it is difficult’ to Sty which 
pioduced the greatest calamities; the decree of 
tl*o JStfi of May in the first instance ; or its an- 
< \ peeled )ep«k„at the time and »n the mijnmei 
i dated l Doybis steady aissea in 4he miiJ* 
ot the mdUit0e3 w co*ke.RUng the sincerity and good' 
faith of t|ie wlute^^jple, with respect to die eon- 
cordat. Thfc^r^o^c^ns and .apprehensions had 
indeed gmwnini^uch, a’heiglp, aMO induce them 
to insist po a renewal and confirmation of its pro- 
visions, which were accordingly granted them, 
by u new instrument, or treaty ofitbe Ufatf Oe- 
tobci , and a supplenaentary'^reemfent' & 20th 

ot the same month • but no sooner was^aufhenjfic 
information iecer*ed of the proceedings hi ftMmtb, 
in the repeal of the decree, than all trust and btfetr 
fidenoe, and every hope of reconciliation and 
aunty between the 4wo classes, vanished for ever. 

It was not possible to persuade the uiblattoes that 
/ voi. in. * u t* 
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CSHiF-. the planters in the colony were innocent, arid igno- 

of the transaction. They accused the whites 
of the . roost, horrid duplicity, faithlessness, and 
treachery ; and publicly declared that one party or 
md other, themselves orthe whites, roust be utterly 

! 7 vt tf * ^ v 

. destroyed and exterminated Tlrere was no longer, 

' 0rev said, an alternative. , ' 

: In this disposition, exasperated to frenzy, the 

coloured people, throughout the Western and 
Suutliern provinces flew to arms. In theSouthern 
province, a body of them became masters of Port 
St.. Louts; but the inhabitants of Port au Prince 
bavins ten reinforced, a short \timfr//before, by 
the arrival of some troops from Europe^ were bet- 
ter prepared, and drove the revolters from the 
city with great slaughter. They took post in the 
parish of Croix df-\ Bouquets; but found means, 
however', before their retreat, to set lire to tire 
city, and a dreadful conflagration ensued, in 
which more than one-third of the buildings were 
consumed. 

Open war, and war in all its horrors, was now 
renewed. All 'the soft workings of humanity — 
what our great dramatic poet calls the cvnnpunt ■- 
thus vhitwgs of nature — were now absorbed in 
the raging and insatiable thirst of revenge, which, 
inflamed each class alike. It was no longer a 
contest for mere victory, hut a diabolical emula- 
tion which party could inflict the most abomin- 
able cruel ties on the other. The enslaved negroes 
in the district called Cut-de-isac having joined the 
muiattoes, a ..bloody engagement took plaice, in 
which the negjoe?, being ranged in front, and 
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acting without any kind of discipline, left two thou- 
sand of their number dead orr the held. Of " the 
rm.ilut.toes about fifty were killed, and several taken 
prisoners. The whites claimed the victory ; but for 
want of cavalry were unable to improve it by a pur- 
suit, and contented themselves .with satiating their 
revenge on their captives. Every -refinement in 
cruelty that the most depraved imagination could , 
suggest,, was practised on the persons of those 
wretched men. One of the mulatto leaders was 
unhappily among the number: him the victors 
placed on 'elevated seat in a cart, and secured 
him in it '^iitnng large spiked nails through his 
feet into the boards. lu this condition he was led 
a miserable spectacle through the city ; His bones 
were afterwards broken, and he was then thrown 
alive into the flames ! . ' •; 

The rrmiattoes scorned ‘to be outdone in deeds 
of vengeance,, and atrocities shameful to huma- 
nity. In the neighbourhood of Jeremie a body 
of them attacked the house of M. Scjoume y and 
secured the persons both of him and his wife. 
This unfortunate woman (my hand trembles while 
I write !) was far advanced in her pregnancy. The 
monsters whose prisoner she was, having first mm- 
dered her husband in her presence, ripped her up 
alive, and threw the infant to the hogs..' They then 
(how shall I relate it!) sewed up the head of the 
murdered husband in—, — 1 ? !— Such are thy: tri- 
umphs, philanthropy ! . • 

With these enormities terminated thh disas- 
trous year 1791- J mst before' Christmas f he three 
civil commissioners nominated by fhe national as-. 
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terribly for St Domingo, arrived at Cape Fran^oK 
Much was expected from tbeir appointment by tht 
friends of peace and good order; but the sequebull* 
shew that they efipcted very little towards restoring 
i)he peace of the country 


Translation of ike Litter of Abbe Gregoiu, 
Bishop qj the Defmtmnt of Loire and Che * , 
fkputy of tin National Assembly to the Citi- 
zens t of Colour m the French West Indus t 
conn rmn<z tin Die ret of the 1 5ik of Mai/* 

mu 

\ MENDS' 

\OU were MEK,-^you ate now Ciri5EBN v 
R« msi^ud m the fulness of your, rights, you will* hi future, 
i tx »p ite of the $ 0 % e^i^nty of the people The decree which 
t l t national assembly has just published respecting i« 
i< t ahrvow , tor a favour is aprwdege and a pi vile*r K 
on ( las® of people is an injury to all the rest —They ar< 
n ord* which will no lunger disgr i< t the lews of the Ffem h 
In ^ecumsg to you the exercise of y<#ui political ittHhts, we 
utve acquitted ourselves of a debt —wit to hne pm! d 
wouici have been <t crime on ou, part, and a disgrace to tl < 
con? mu turn, 'I lie U pslaUu# of a free nation eei tandy could 
not do less for von than our undent despots have done 

it is now above u century ago that Louis XIV ■>olerr>nl> 
^tktiowledged and proclaimed your rights* hut this * acred 
inheritance you have been defrauded by pride and avarice, 
which haw gradually increased your burthens, am! emhlfc* 
tered your e\, stance 

Ihc u gimmtion oi the lYem h empire o|>ened vmir hearts 
to hope , whose ehcuim inline net haf alleviated thewught c i 
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your Bubope ihad ' chap, 
ho iAofc', Wliifc the white f^#ntei^;,r<Sfi4fent airnong vww&k , V1 i' 
load in their complaints against nmutferUl tyranny, 'they.;.. 
ttmit especial care to 1 bs/^nt fy.&ikek j*m. _ Not a hibt 
wm faggested concerning the complaints of the unhappy 
people of mixed blood ; who, notwithstanding, are their own , , ; 
children. It is tut, who,at tie <^tanpe .yf two thousand * 
leagues from you, have been constrained to protect those 
children against the neglect^ the contempt, the unnatural 
cruelty of their fathers I , jiV?;: ' ; , 

■ But it ia ip vain tbkt endcaypiired -io suppress 
the justich of yonr claims. Your groans, notwithstanding the 
extent of the ocean whic^vsepnrates;' Ufy ,..<ptv.e reached the 
hearts Of tb^Maropeati Erehchinen y-Hf hr they hare hmrtt. ■ _ ' 

God Aldag hty ^ompreheniis all mem in the circle of his 
mercy. His fore" flakes no distinction; between them/*'but , 
what arises from, the diSerent degrees oftheir virtues. Can 
laws then, which ought to be an emanation of eternal justice, 
encourage so culpable a partiality l Can that government, 
whose duty it is to protect alike a$i -ilm-membera of the same 
great family, be the mother of one hraneli,. and the step- 
mother only of the others r . 

No, gentlemen : — you could not escape the solicitude of 
the national assembly. In Unfolding to 'ftte. e}*<’8 of the .uni- 
verse the great charter of nature, ydur titles were traced- An 
attempt had indeed been made to expunge them 3 but hap- 
pily they are written in characters as indelible as the sacred 
image of the Deity, which i* graven on ybuf countenances. 

Already, had the national assembly, in the instructions 
which it prepared for the government of the colonies, on the 
28th of, March, ‘1790, comprised hoth tluf wb%i* and people of 
colour Under one common denominktlp^ ' Ye«r enemies, in 
asserting the cpntrsury,havepublished a falsehood. , It is i»coh* , 

, festaldy triito ilsat whba.I demanded you should’ -he expressly 
named, a great number of members , among wliom were sev c- 
‘ ral planters, eagerly exclaimed, that you, alreidy coihpre- 



; : Hl$^0paCAL-'8URte OF C 

CHAP, bended under the general words contained in those instruc- 
, tions. M. Baraave hitnself, upon my repeated appeals to him 
on that head, dm $& length acknowledged, before the w hole 

<*S <,i'j *« .jf'' 1 1 

assembly, that this was the fact; It now appears bow much 

rffasop 1 bad to apprehend that a false construction would be 
, put upon our decree ! * - , . * 

New oppressions Oil, the part o? your masters, and new 
miseries on yours, until at length the Cup of affliction i$ filled 
even to the brim, have but too well justified my apprehensions, 

1 '• /\Lhe letters whiciyi have received from you upon this* bead, 
have forced tears from my eyes* Posterity will learn with 
astonishment and indignation, that a cause like^purs, the 
justice of which is so evident, was made the subject of debate 
for not less than five days successively. Alas! wbeu humanity 
is obliged to struggle so long against vanity and prejudice, 
its triumph is deariy obtained ! • M . ( , , ■. * '« „ . 

It 1$ a long time that the society of Jmnd&^N&in have em- 
ployed themselves in finding out the means to soften your lot, 
as well as that of the slaves* It is difScult— rpcrlKips impos- 
sible— to do good with entire impunity. The meritorious 
zeal of this society has drawn upon them much obloquy, Des- 
picable w ritershavfe lanced their jjfemmus shafts at them,, and 
impudent libels have never ceased to repeat objections and ca- 
lumnies, which have been a hundred times answered and re- 
luted, fiow often have we been accused i)f being Kohl to the 
English, and of being paid by them for sending you inflamma- 
tory writings and arms J You know, my friend?, the weakness 
and wickedness of these charges, 'We have incessantly recom- 
mended to you, attachment toyohreouuto* rvaig nation and pa- 
tience, while w siting the return of justice! Nothing bus been 
able to cool our zeal, or th^t v>f you? brethren pf nmul blood 
whb ate at Paris, M„ Kaimondjjm particular, has devoted him- 
self most -heroically to your defence. With What transport 
would you have seen this distinguished citiaen, at the bar of 
the national assembly, of which he ought to be a member, 
laying before it tjie affecting picture of your miseries, and 

' ■ 4'<'' * ' .t *■' ■ '■ >r‘' i " 
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airenuonaly claiming your rights' If that assembly had saori* cilAP 
heed them, it would have tarnished it* glory. It was its doty .Jffi j* . 
tp decree With justice, to explain itself clearly, and cause its 
laws to he executed with firmness', it has done so 5 and if 
(which God forbid !) some event, hidden tu the womb offu- > . 
turity, should tear our colonies from ns. would it not be bet* 
tor to have a lost to deplane, than an injustice to reproach 
ourselves with i 

Citiwns ! raise once more your humiliated countenances,' 
and to tile diijnity of men, associate the courage and noble nera&> 
of a free people. Th* 15th of May, the day in which, yon i«- 
ettvered your rights, ought to he for ever memorable to you 
and to your children. This epoch will periodically awaken , 
in you sentiments of gratitude towards the , Supreme. Being s 
and may yonr accents ascend to the vault of heaven, towards 
which your grateful hands will be extended ! At length' fa tt 
have a Country Hereafter you will see nothing abovy you 
but the law 5 while the opportunity of concurring in the 
framing it, will insure to you that indefeasible right Of all 
mankind, the right of obeying youmdve* only, 

You have a country : and it will ho longer he a land of 
exile, where you meet none but tyrants on the one hand, and 
Companions in misfortune on the other ; the former distribut- 
ing, and the latter receiving contempt and outrage. The 
groans of your hfflictior"! were punished as the clamours of 
rebellion; and situated between the uplifted poniard, and 
certain death, those unhappy countries were often moistened ^ 
with your tears, and sometimes stained with your blood. 

You bare a country: add happiness will shine on the seat 
of your nativity. You will *pw enjoy ip peace the frith* of the 
fields which yah have cultivated wlttamt compulsion. Then 
will be filled up that interval, which, placing at an iaufeensc 
distance from each other, the children of the same father, ha$ 
suppressed the vtoeof imtore, and broke the bands of frater- 
nity asunder. Then will* the chaste enjoyments of conjugal 
union take place of those vile ‘saUiee ofxk^Wfeheiy, by which 
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of reason can it b| deemed ^graceful in 
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ft black or mulatto wsmo> whan itfe 
dishonourable in him to. ta'txrimc$^ *tjfc her 



• worth' a mail gimmes,' the mbre he,«eek$ to 
■ a|ail himself of the appearances of virtue. What cm he more , 1 
aWurd than to make 1 this merit of a person to eoaafei/iit dif- • 
ferent shades o| the akin, or in a complexion more or less sal- 
' low ? x The man who thinks at $\l must sometimes blush at 
being u tdkn,';#heh he sees ;lm felkm-ereatures Winded by 
iheh.i^nnlO^' ’preja^es: W as un|ortunMetf-'j|fi^e'.is one 
. r of »y« Utm^l y;' pitr t with/tbe empire of . 

’ "jltejudfe'e is the mWt difficult to/subvert f man appears to be 
tbhrrlvcs, at truth, ’until: he has exhaust fe strength 

; ' Thi*^ th^tnuhttoeS andjriegroes'has how- 

ever existence in our Eastern colonies Nothing can be 
moreaffeeting than the cujbglam made on iWpeo$fe ofootoar 
by the inhabitants of that part (>fihe world, in the instructions* 
given bv them,- 'to those they hay|:sp{>ointed their deputies to 
the national aVsemblyi The members of the academy of scion- 

, in 'the nuraWfrtff vi-Amobg ourohoa, ' a 

worthy negro is a superior olfiogr of the '44rfuct ; pf Sk.IJypo- 
lite, m the detriment of G*r& ;W;t> do hot wacrivethut a 
difference qf colour <?an be i&e fourid^oa of client -rights 

flhfcj^+w. *; it {$' therefbre 
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calumniate yotof intentions, ami those* of the mercantile CHAP. ^ 
of the nation, tin? conduct of those deputies is* perfectly, Con- , 
tradictory, Ardently soliciting their <>h n admission among ^ 
ua at Versailles 5 swearing with u@ in the Tennis Court not to 
separate from os, until the constitution should he established, 
and then declaring:, when the deeiee -of the 15th of May was 
passed, that they could no long** Continue to with os 1 
This desertion is a desertion of theft principles, and a breech 
of their solemn oaths* 

All tho^e vhite inhabitants of the Colonies who are 

worthy the name 01 Frenchmen, have hastened to abjure such 

rkliculo» 8 ^rcjudict“ 5 , ami have \v omiscd to r**$nrd you in 

f uth re n» brothers anil friends. \\ ith what <h h l Itul Whs&- 

tion^ do wc cite the wards of the cUhpeus of JUouiel. ft \\ c 

** swear to obey, without reserve, the* decrees of the national 
* * 

“ assembly respecting our present and future eounxtutvoxb 
f * and even such of them um may substantially change it!’* 

The citizens of Fort »u Prince tdl the national assembly the 
same thmg in different words “ f’ondesoeml, gentlemen/' 
say they, “ to receive the oath which the *nume»pality h ns 
u taken to you, in the t^meof the commons ol Foil f»u 
u Prince, punctually to obey and execute all ydur decrees, 

<f and never to #u erve from them in any respect whatsoever/' 

Thus 1 ms philosophy enlarged its hartemt in the new 
wrnld, ami soon will absurd prejudices have no other sup- 
potters than a few interior tyrants, who wish to p* rpetuate 
in America, the reign of that despotism which has been abo- 
lished in France. 

What would these mm have said* if the peapte of colour 
had endeavoured to deprive the whiteSLpf their political advan- 
tages f* With what energy would they not have exclaimed, 
at such an oppression l Inflamed into madness at finding that" 
your right-* hate been pointed out to you, their irritated pride 
may perhaps lead them to make every effort to render our de- 
crees ineffectual. They will probably endeavour to rruse 
such disturbances, m > by wrest mg the colonies from the 
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mother-country, will enable them to defraud their creditoi 
of their just debts. They have incessantly alarmed us with 
threats that St. Domingo will be lost, if justice be rendered 
to you. In this assertion we have found nothing but false- 
hood; we please ourselves in the belief, that out decree will 
tlruw the bands* still closer which unite you to the mother 
eounti y Your patriotism, y out 4 interest, hod jour affections $ 
will concur m inducing you to confine your commercial coo* 
sections to France only* and the reciprocal tributes of in- 
dustry will establish between her and her colonies a constant 
interchange of riches and good offices. If you act unfaith ■* 
fully to Wants France, you will be the basest and most aban- 
doned of the human ran*. But no ! generous mfksens, you 
w ill not bet ume traitors to your country > on shudder ut the 
idea. Rallied, with all other good Freudun*n> around the 
standard of liberty, you will defend our glorious eutftfymtoo 
The day shall arrive, when the repeat nfcath es of the people 
of colour will cross the ocean to tahe their seats with os, and 
swo&t to Kvc and die under our iaw<? The day shall arrive 
among \i#u when the mn will shine on none but freemens 
whin the rays of light ahull no longer fall on tbe fetters of 
slavery* It is true, fcjbe national humbly 1ms not yet raised 
the condition ot the enslaved negroes to a level with your 
situation , because suddenly granting the rights, to those who 
arc ignorant of the duties of cituen* iwght perhaps have 
been a fatal present to them : but forget not, that they, like 
yourselves, are born to frMfom acd perfect equality It is 
m the irresistible course of things teat nil nations, whose 
liberty has been invaded, shall recover that precious portion 
of their indefeasible inheritance^ 

You am accused of treating your Aww much worse than 
the whites : but, alas! *9 various have been the detraction* 
with which you have been as poised, that it would be Weak- 
ness in us to credit the charge. , ifc however* there be any 
foundation for what has been advanced m this head, so con* 
duct yourselves in future as to prove it will be a shameftri 
calumny hereafter 
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Your oppressors have heretofore endeavoured to hide from £j|AR 
thou tlavesr the light of Christianity, because the ie%ion of Til- 
mildness, equality, and liberty, suits not with^ such blood* 
thirty men* May y&vt conduct bo the reverse pi ihm*, 
rniverhai love is the language of the Gospel) tour pastors 
will make it hoard among you- Open your hearts to receive 
tins divine system of morality ♦ We have mitigated your mis- 
fortunes . alienate, on y Our part, those of the unhappy Vic- 
tims at avarice, who moisten your Helds with their sweat, 
and often with t *cir fct ars. Let the existence of your slaves 
be no longer their torment $ but by your hind treatment of * 
them, expiate the crimes of Europe * 

By leading them on progress^ ely to liberty* you n 111 fulfil 
a duty you will prepare for yourself the most * omiottkble 
reflections* you will do honour to humanity -and insure tW 
prosperity of the colonies. buck will be four conduct to* 
wards your brethren, the negroes $ but what ought u to be 
towards jour falhtt , t&e whites? Dobbtiets you will be 
permitted to shed tcar*> over the allies of Feirattd de Baudtert, 
and the unfortunate Og(, assasM tutted under the Hums of law, 
and dying on the wheel for having wished to be free 1 But 
maybe among you perish, who vh<il) dare to entertain an 
idea of revenge against your persecutor * They are already 
delivered over to the slings of their ov. n consciences, and < o 
\ oretl with eternal infamy* The abhorrence in which they 
ore held by the present race of mankind, only precedes the 
execration of posterity Bury then in eternal bWmon every 
sentiment of hatred, and taste the delicious pleasure pf con* 
faring benefits on your oppressors* Repress even too mark- 
ed cvpteflMons id your joy, which, in causing them to reflect 
on their own injustice towards you, will make their remorse 
still more pungent. 

Strictly obedient to the laws, teach your children to re** 
spect them. By a careful education, instruct them in all the 
duties of morality v* so shah you prepare for the succeeding 
generation, virtuous citizens, honourable men, enlightened 
patriot*, and defenders of their country i 

V / 1 
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How wfU their hearts be affected when, comiui imi* ih m 
to your shores, you duett their looks towards France, telling 
them, “ behind those seas is your parent country $ it is from 
* e thence we have received justice, protection* happiness, and 
“ liberty* 1 here dwell our fellow citizens, our brethren , and 
" our friends t to them we ha>o sworn an eternal friendship 
“ Heirs yf imr sentiments, ami of our* affect *on% may your 
ff hearts and four lips repeat our oaths * Lire to love them", 
(< and, if necessary, die to defend them ’ *' 

ISigned, 


tiltftbOIHK 
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( HAP. VIII- 

Reception and Proceedings of the Civil Commit - 
sm/( rs, and their Return to, Frame — 'Nat tom/ 

Decree of the 4th of April , 1 792-~-Appointn/uti 
of a nere Governor (Mom. Desparbes) and thret 
other Com mat toners ( Santhonax, Polvtrd, and 
Ailhaud) — Thar, Embarkation and Arrival, 
with a select R»dy of Troops — Their violent Pro- 
ceedings- - Appointment , by the Pit edit nr Council, 
of M. Galbaud as Chief Governor, tit the Room 
of Dexparbrs — / Tis Arrival, and Disputes with 
the Comimstotii rs — Both Parties proceed to hos- 
t tilths —The nvolted ' Negroes called in to tin 
Assistance of tin Commissioners —A general Mas- 
sacre of the While Inhabitants , and Conflagration 
of the Town of ( tape Fraue out 

Tji r. civil commissioners who were to restore him* 
peace and subordination in St. Domingo, and 
u hose auival there was noticed in the last Chapter, J.mu.»rj 
vere named Mirbeck, Rouhie, and St. JLeger, 

Mir beck and ftoomc had formerly been known as 
advocates in the parliaments of l'ari« ; and St. 

Leger, who was a native of Ireland, had practised 
many years in France as a surgeon. Although 
the confusion of the times had elevated these men 
to puwei, not one of them was distinguished foi 
extraordinary abilities, and their rank in life was 
# not >■ tVh as to command any great degree of con- 
.idoution fumi the planters. Tfhoy were received 
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chap however, from respect to their appointment, with 
politeness and submission, both by the gover- 
ns- nor and the inhabitants. Military honours weie 
shewn them, and they were led m public proces- 
sion to thr cathedral, where the blessing of the 
Almighty was devoutly implored for success to 
their mission. * 

Their first proceeding, after announcing like 
new constitution and form of government for the 
mother-country, as confirmed by the king, was to 
publish the decree ol the 24th of September, 1791, 
by which the fatal decree of the fSth of May 'was 
annulled, ho far all was well: but a few days 
afterwards they took upon them to proclaim a ge- 
neral amnesty and pardon to such people, of all 
descriptions, as should lay down their amis, and 
come \n, within a certain prescribed time, and 
take the oaths required by the new constitution 
This measure lost them the confidence, of all the 
white inhabitants : a general amnesty to the men 
of colour and revolted slaves, was considered as 
a justification of die most horrible enormities, 
and as holding out a dangerous example to such 
of the negroes as preserved their fidelity ; and it 
lost its effects on the muiattocs, by being acrom 
panied with a repeal of their favourite decree. 
With what contempt and indignity it was received 
bv the latter, the following circumstance will de* 
mpnMrate. At Petit Goace, the muiattoes -were 
masters, and held in dose Confinement thirty-four 
white j arsons whom they reserved for vongeauce. 
On the publication of this amnesty, tbcV led?-’ 
them to execution; but instead of putting them* 
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to immediate death, they caused each of them to 
be broke® alive ; and in the midst of their tor- ■* 
tores, read to them, in a strain of diabolical 
mockery, the proclamation aloud; affecting to 
consider it as a pardon fox the cruelties they had 
just committed. • 

The unlimited and -mdefinite authority which 
the commissioners seemed to claim, alarmed the 
colonial assembly, who desired to be informed of 
the nature and extent, of their powers. To this 
request no . satisfactory answer being given, the 
commissioners lost ground in the public opinion 
daily; and their .personal conduct, as individuals, 
contributed by no means to acquire diem respect*. 
Mirbeck Spent the greatest part of his time in the 
practice of low debauchery, giving indulgence to 
his vicious propensities without restraint or de- 
cency. St. Leger considered his appointment as 
an authority to exact money, in which he was little 
scrupulous, and laid the few mulatto people who 
remained faithful, under a most tin merciful contri- 
bution. Roome alone conducted himself without 
reproach: he was a well-meaning inoffensive man, 
and attempted, though without effect, to act the 
part of a mediator between the different factions 
which desolated the country. This praise at least 
was given him— that if he did no good> he did no harm . 

, After a short stay at Cape Francois, the com- 
missioners visited other parts of the colony; but 
finding themselves $very where very lightly regard- 
ed, and having no troops to support their autho- 
rity, they returned separately to France in the 
month's of March and April, 
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;vchai‘. Troops however, as I have observed, had ar- 
va i rived from France to the number in the whole of 
abouf.-four tiiousand; but, in the spirit of the 


' tirnes, they manifested very little obedience either 
' tbrthe civil commissioners, or the governor of the 
colony ; yet they served as a chock to the revolt- 
ed, who would otherwise, : in ail probability, ..(be- 
fore this time, have become masters both of ( ’ape 
Francois, and Port an Prince. In. the Northern 
provim^^tfoe'r^^j^roes, indeed .were isppposed 
to be considerabiy reduced by disease and famine. 
Having " destroyed ,«dl. die,.;: provision grounds, and 
devonrpd the ctrttle*'bf aJ^ 

roundutg;«mbdnitaii&. '.districts,, and wefe com- 
pelled hv their thief leader, lean » negro 

of great sagacity; to -plant provisions for their future 
measure which fras .kept the ftahies 
of rebellion .• alive 'to, the' present hpmy ,{\‘ , . ■ , • 

In the m$ta time, the state of public aftairs in 


tire mother-country was tending to a great and; 
ominpus change? ^ Ever s^qp. tire flight arid sei- 
zure df their unhappy king, in the month of June, 
17*11, the ' faction' „ was hourly increasing in num- 
, tiers which, was Soon ■ fry .My' ■the»]k»ogdoib dn ruins, 
and bring the 'diiimaetf to the scaffold. 

. The Jacobin , party, headed '% ;'a. s bipod-thirsty 
triumvirate/ becoming.', albpow^ful t •• &pd 

the society of Mmrs •had' once mate 

•' acquired a ' fatal ' afccend&pcy''. in ,;'t m legislative 
body. On the. ; of of them, 
named Goran dc Cjfiim,, after pling'i^yiliflmu^ 


,• * Jiantoii, fcbb&fjilerre. 



ST. DOMINGO. 


US 


nmtory harangue against the planters ur general, 
proposed the form of a decree for abrogating that of 
the 24 th of September; declaring a general amnesty 
throughout all the French colonies; and enacting, 
that hew colonial assemblies should be formed, 
winch should transmit their sentiments not only on 
the subject of the internal government of the colo- 
nies, but also on the best method of effecting the abo- ■ 
lition of negro slavery in tqto. ‘ 

Frantic as the new legislature* had shewn 
itself on many occasions since its first meeting, a 
majority could not at this time hp found to vote for 
so senseless and e^travagaii^aj proposition : but in 
about two months aftcrhNif^^s assembly passed 
the famous- decree of the . of April, 1792, of 
which it is necessary the reader should be furnished' 
with a copy at large ; and it is conceived in the 
words following: 

The national assembly acknowledges and de- 
clares, that the people of colour and free negroes in 
the colonies ought to enjoy an equality of political 
rights with tbp whites; in consequence of which it 
decrees as follows : > 

Article 1st. Immediately after the publica- 
tion of the present detree, the inhabitants of each 
of the French colonies in the Windward and Lee- 
ward Islands, shall proceed to the re-election of 
colonial and parochial assemblies, after the mode 
prescribed by the decree of the 8th of Marchf 


* The fociper assembly is generally known by the name, of 
the Constituent Assembly. The neveone met the 1st of Oc- 
tober, 1791, and called itself the First Legislative Assembly. 
* VOL. III. I - 
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chap. 1790, slid the instructions of the national assembly 
of the£8th of the same month. 
im - . SdvThe people of colour and free negroes shall 
be admitted to vote in all the primary and electoral 
assemblies, and shall be eligible to the legislature 
and all places. 'jjf trust, provided drey possess the 
qualifications prescribed by the 4th article of the 
aforesaid instructions. ' 

3d. Three civil commissioners shall be named 
for the colony of St Domingo, and four for the 
islands of Martinico, Guadaloupe, St. Lucia, and 
Tobago, to see this decree enforced.. 

4th. The said commissioners shall be autho- 
rised to dissolve Jfe^present colonial assemblies ; 
to take, every measure necessary for accelerating 
the convocation of the primary and electoral as- 
semblies, and therein to establish , union, order, and 
peace : as well as to determiiW provisionally (re- 
serving the power of appeal tanEUtmational assem- 
bly) upon every question which may arise concern- 
ing the regularity of convocations, the holding of 
assemblies, the form of elections, and the eligibility 
of citizens. , , 

5th. They are also authorised to procure 
every information possible, in order to discover 
the authors of the troubles in St. Domingo, and 
the continuance thereof, if thgy stilh, continue ; 
to secure the persons of . the guilty, and to send 
thern over to France, there to beputin a state of 
accusation, &c. 1 ' ■ 

6th. The said civil commissioners'; shall be di- 
rected for this purpose to transmit to the nattonal 
assembly minutes of their proceedings, and of the 
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evince they may hive collected con&rraibg foe chap. 
persons accused as aforesaid, .? '.■**% ' 

7th. The national assembly authorises the civil 17981 
commissioners to call forth the public force 
whenever they may think it necessaih, either for 
their own protection* or for tile e|l^mtion of such 
orders as they may iasliS jhy vijW of the preceding 
articles. , v ?,|V' _•' ^ 

8th. The executive power is directed tobend a 
sufficient force to the colohies, to be composed 
chiefly of national guards. ; 

' , 9th. The ccdonial a^mWies, irntnedia^jy after 
their formation, foallsignify, jpfoe panfo Of each 
colony 'i&$poeimg 

that constitution, those: the administra- 

tion of them, which will best promote the prospe- 
rity and happiness of the people ^ conforming 
themselves nevertheless- ; ti&fooste general; principles 
by which the colonies anti' mother-country are con- 
nected together, and fay which their respective inte- 
rests are best secured, agrefeably to the decree of 
the 8th of March, 1790, and instructions of the 28 th 
of the same month. 

10th. The cplbniai assemblies are authorised to 
send home delegates for foe purposes- mentioned in? 
the precedmg aititlei in numbers proportlbhate to 
the population dfceacfe cdony'^whi^.prfopwrtkjh . 
shall be’fe»th'^i||h-..iictoifoift^ '% the national as- : 
sembiy, according fo foe report 'which v its colonial 
committee is directed to make. ? " ! ; . 

llfo, Fortner Siefcrees resj^wsting. the colonies 
shall be iti force, in every thingfoit contrary to the , > 
present decree.” 

? • ' . i 2 
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oh*i\ It may be supposed diat the men who (reject- 
ing all pretensions to consistency, and despising 
1,9S - the lessons of experience) first proposed this de- 
cree, and finally prevailed in carrying it through 
the legislative assembly, had duly considered of 
the means for ensuring its execution in the colonies, 
and were provided with fit instruments for that 
purpose. The new comtaissioners" nominated tor 
St, Domingo were Mtfssrs. Sanihonax, Polverel, 
and Ailhaud, all of them among the most violent 
of the Jacobine faction ; and it was resolved to 
furnish them with such a forte as (if properly 
employed) would, ,it was alleged, not Jonh esta- 
blish their authof%* , but pbt a speedy end to all 
the disturbances which had so long afflicted and 
desolated the colony. Six thousand men, selected 
with great circumspection from the national guard ,, 
with officers whose principles were well known 
to their employers, were accordingly ordered to 
embark forthwith for St. Domingo. M. Blanche- 
laude, -the governor-general, was recalled, and a 
new commission of commander-in-chief given to a 
I*lons. Desparbes. ’ > ^ . 

Thus appointed $nd provided, the feivil coftt- 
missioners and the hew governor, accompanied by 
’ . ' a fleet of thirty transports, took their departure 

from Prance in the’ month of ♦July, probably in 
much the same 'disposition of mind towards the 
colonists, as was foaldffeifW by the Duke CP Alva 
and his Spanish and Italian troops in l5fii, to- 
wards the inhabitant! of the Low Countries. In- 
flamed like them With a spirit of avarice, fanati- 
' cisfn and revenge^ they meditated on nothing but 
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on the benefits to arise from seizure and confisca- 
tion ; on schemes of mischief and projects of ven- 
geance. ^ * 

They landed at Cape Francois, on the 13th of 
Septefnber, and finding M. Blanchelande at great 
variance with tiie colonial assembly, the commis- 
sioners took the shortest course possible to termi- 
nate the dispute, by forthwith dissolving the assem- 
bly, and send' tig the unfortunate Blanchelande a 
state prisoner to France, where, as to be accused was 
to be condemned, he soon afterwards perished by 
thft guillotine * 

Dismay and terror now prevailed throughout 
the colony. Delegates were s^p&tp the civil con** 
missioners from all Quarters, £o demand an expo- 
sure and explanation of their view s and intentions. 
Suspicions were already gone forth concerning the 
pi eject, which the commissioners afterwards avow- 
ed, of declaring a general emancipation of the 
negro slaves ; and all pai ties, as well among the 
republicans as the royalists, concurred on this oc- 
casion m reprobating the folly and iniquity of the 
measure. So general was the clamour on this ac- 
count, that if a firm and extensive coalition of 
interests among the planters could at this time 
have been effected, it is probable the commissioners 
might have found, that all the force they had 
brought with them would have proved insufficient 
for the purposes which they meditated. Dissi- 
mulation therefore was thought necessary for the 
present. * They declared and confirmed the de- 
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claimjoa'M^h the solemnity of an oath) that ’fbey 
had ne wish nor intention to make any change in the 
systemofpolonial government concerning the slaves; 
avowing the fullest conviction that the emancipa- 
tionof those people, under the then existing cir- 
cumstances, was iMprectkable.^Xheit’ view,*, they 
said, extended nfc fup®^ 4 tiMt n to see the dpcrfee of 
the 4th of April, rafaimur of the free! people of ' 
colour, properly enforced;; to reduce the slaves, in 
rebellion to ohedienp^hnd to settle the future go- . 
vernmeot end tranquillity of the colony; on a solid 
and permanent foundation. , v • , * 

These and similardeclariations silenced, 

, ■ sathffik-.' the '<ivhite;^inhabitaats ; fti&v 

fe^erceivcd, 'wimmhavajUng indication, that 
the commissioners held secret communications with 
the chiefs of the muiattoes in ' all , parts of the 
colony, J&the co-operation Of those, people, the 
commissioners soon found their strength sufficient 
to avow themselves openly the patrons and pro- 
tectors of the whole body of the free negroes and 
muiattoes; and they "now made no scruple of 
seizing the- persons and effects of all such of the 
whites as opposed t|>eir '^yeefs ^sending ' - great 
numbers of tfaeth in Estate of arrest to Europe, 
fto answer before the national assembly to the ac- 
cusations which they pretended to transapt against- 
them. /Among the persona thus hj^rhjphed and 
transported to F ranee,, were comprehended the colo- 
nel, lieutenant-colonel, aC iuany other oflW^a of 
the Cape regitnent. , * \ 

The white inhabitants now c«iW ali^^r,||e 
eldctipn; Of, a new colonial assembly, and hoped 

' C ' ' . U ■> , ' t ‘ % , >'» , 
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that the necessity of laying taxes woold inltiije chap: 
the commissioners to issue orders fotthat purpose} 
but instead of complying with the public re- ;;^ 79s: 
quest, they substituted what was called unt com - ’ 
mmioti' intermediairt, by: nominating twelve per- 
sons, six ofwbbm had been, members of the last 
assembly, to act as legislative council : 

the other six were muiattoes. To this motley 
board the commissioners delegated authority to 
raise money from the inhabitants ; reserving to 
themselves, however, the right of appropriating 
and expending it as they alone should think 
proper. * * 

In the meanwhile, the new governor (Diesparhes) 
began to manifest some signs Of dissatisfaction and 
impatience. He complained that he was considered 
as a mere cipher in the government, or rather as 
an instrument in the commissioners’ hands* His 
complaints were answered by a resolution to arrest 
his person; and he avoided the fate ‘of his prede- 
cessor, Mons. Blanchelande, only by a speedy flight 
from the colony. 

Two members out of the six whites that com- 
posed a moiety of the commission intermediaire, 
met with similar treatment. They ventured to 
offer their opinion on a measure of finance, in op^ 
position to that Of M. Santhonax. The commis- * 
sioners commended their frankness, and M. San* 
thonax invited them to supper. The invitation 
was (accepted but at the hour appointed, they 
found themselves surrouhded by a detachment of 
flhe military, which conveyed them to very sorry 
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entertainment in the hold of a ship, and tUefOf^tf 
them as statfe prisonc i s* 

The, Commissioners. in the next place, fell OVtt 
among themselves; and Santhonax and Polverel 
determined to get quit of their associate Ailhaud. 
Prudently judging, however; that the public de- 
giadation of one of their,. ow n body would reflect 
some degree of ignominy on them ail, they per- 
suaded him to be content with a proportion of the 
common plunder, and silently quit the country. 
Ailhaud submitted with a -good grace to what he 
could not avoid. ' 

, +[ JBy these, and other means, above all by thS 
jtfttd&ep 0 bestowing, largesses on the troops, and 
the disquisition of a desperate band of auxiliaries, 
composed of some of the revolted slaves, and vaga- 
bonds of ajl'^dolours and descriptions, mostly col- 
lected fiom. the jails, Santhonax and Polverel, in 
the beginning of the year 17<U, lound themselves 
absolute masters of the colony. The hveo and pro- 
perties of all the white inhabitants lay attheit mercy, 
and the dreadful scenes which were at that turn pass- 
ing in the mot her -country, enabled tlxjsc men to 
piosecute theii purposes* and gqaify then vindictive 
and avai icious passions, without notice or control 
from any superior. 

. t* 

1 * 

* X o one of these gentlemen J am indebted f$M* /shore va- 
luablc and evtemuv^ information th&rt 1 have been ajMe to 
'■"licet through any other channel, Jo his vowigi to Europe, 
the ship in which he was confined wm (fortund^l) lo/feim) 
captured by an English frigate, itfbfeh brought him to 
land, where I had the happiness to render him some accept* 
able service. 



ST. DOMINGO. 


m 



'* But the tragedy which was acting in FVance 
was no sooner In ought to its catastrophe, by the foul 
rttnrtler of theii amiable anti unoffending sovereign, 
and war declared against Great Britain and Hol- 
land, than die persons who composed what was 
called the executive council,' tWugbt ' it necessary 
to pay some little attendf®^ the safety of St. Do- 
mingo. Not having however leisure or inclination 
to enkt into a lu' 1 - investigation of die complaints 
received from thence, they declined to revoke the ' 
, powers exercised by the civil commissioners, and 
j^totented themselves with appointing a new go- 
vlrrtor, in the room of M. Despatbes. jftosir 
(choice fell on Mons. Galbai^, an 
lerv, and a man of fair charmer, whom 8% di- 
rected to embark for 14 s new government without 
delay, in one oi the national frigates,- and put the 
colony into the best state of defence agiiust a fo- 
reign enemy. * ' 

-Galbaud, with his suite of attendants, landed 
at (’ape Francois on the ?th of May, 1793, to the 
great joy of the white inhabitants. At .that pciiod, 
the civil *commi»aona)r5, with most of tneii troops, 
were employed in the Western province, endea- 
vouring to quell an insurrection there which their 
tyranny had cieated ; so that Galbaud was re- 
• cejved with acclamations and submission by the 
muawiffol% of the town of the Cape ; to whose 
place of meeting he repaired with his attendants, 
took the necessary paths, and entered on his gn- 
. vern merit without opposition. He declared, at 
'■iHfche sanie time, that he was not dependent on the 
civil commissioners, nor bound to execute, at all 
events, their proclamations. 
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!^uick interciiaD^ of letters took 1 place 
between the new governor and the commissioners. 
Hedesited them to repair immediately to the. 
Cape,' that he might communicate the instructions 
’ he had received from the executive council. #bey 
answered that he was an entire stranger to them; 
that they had seen no^ree of the national con- 
vention by which they themselves were super- 
seded, and that being vested with authority to 
suspend or appoint a governor, as they alone 
might think proper, he could only lie considered 
as ,atf agent subordinate |^tbea»elv« 
added, that they were then assembling An army*, 
silwess « rebeltkm in the town and neighbour- 
hood’ of Port au Prince ; but as soon as that 
business was at an end, they would repair to tire 
Cape, and examine intotoe validity of his preten- 


sions. ;r*:' ,r,; y _ . . 

On the 10th of June the civil commissioners, 

having reduced Port au Prince atod Jacmel, ar- 
rived at the Cape. The streets were lined with 
troops, and they were received by Galbaud with 
attention and respect. A.'v^ serious altercation 

however immediately jpttffa* betwt ‘ en 
highly disadvantageous^ to thegOvernor. There 
existed, it seems, a decree ancient govern- 

ment, unrepealed ? by, the national 
enacting that no proprietor of an the 

West Indies should hold the government of a 
colony wherein his estate Was situated, _ 
Galbaud was possessed of a coflBO-pkntaponin^ 
Sti iDomingo. When therefore he was asked vraffife 
he had not acquainted the executiv^ouncri with 
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this circumstance, be was utterly disconcert® and 
had no reply to make. 

On the 13th, the commissioners ordered M- y 
Oalbaud to embark forthwith on board the sloop 
of war i.a Normaode, and teSyra to France. At 
the same time they sent instructions to Mops, de 
la Salle, whom they had loft commandant at Port 
. au Prince, to repair to the Cape and receive from 
them, in the name of the French republic, the 
command of the colony. 

The seven following days were spent on both 
‘Spites' in intrigues, and preparations for hostilities. 
Galbaud^ brother, a* man of spirit and enterprize, 
had collected from among the inhabitants, rthe 
Cape militia, and the seamen in the harbour, a 
strong party to support the governor’s authority. 
On the 20th* the two brothers landed at the head 
of one thousand two hundred sailofs* and being 
joined by a considerable body of volunteers, im- 
mediately matched in array towards the govern- 
ment house* in which the commissioners were 
stationed. The latter were defended by the 
people of colour, a .body of legulais, and one 
piece of cannon. The conflict was fierce and 
bloody. The volunteers manifested great firm- 
ness, but the seamen getting possession of a wine 
cellar, spon became intoxicated and ungovern- 
able ; and the column was obliged to retire to the 
royal arsenal, where they remained the enbuing 
night unmolested. 

The next morning many skirmishes took jf>lace 
. In the streets, with various success, in one of which 
Galbaud’s brother was taken prisoner by the com- 


r&u*, 
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chap missidSer^ troops; and io^jpoother, the seamen 
JJiL that wet$ fighting on die part of Gal baud made 
J7<n - Captive Ifolverel’s son ; and now an extraordinary 
circumstance occurred. The governor sent a flag '*'• 
proposing that his . bother might be exchanged 
for the commissioner's. son ; but Polverel rejected 
the proposal with indignation ; declaring in answer, 
that his son knew his duty, and was prepared to 
die in the service of the republic. 

But a scene now opens, which if it docs not 
obliterate, exceeds at least all that has hitherto 
been related of factious anarchy, 'and savage, 
cruelty, in this unfoitunate Colony, fin the 
approach of Gal baud with so large a body ot 
seamen, the commissioners dispatched agon is to 
call in to their assistance the revolted uegi oes; 
offering thipn 'an unconditional pardon for past 
offences, perfect freedom m future, and the 
plunder of the city. The rebel generals Jean 
£gia$ois and Bissau, rejected then offns, but 
on the 21st, about noon (just afttr that Galband 
and most of his adherents, finding their cause 
bopdess, haj retired to the siiips) a negro chief 
called Macaya , with upward of throe thousand 
of the icvolted slaves, entered the town, and began 
an univeisal and indiscriminate slaughter of «nen, 
women, and children. The wfiife inhabilppls fled , 
from all qua iters to the sea-aide, in liop^s m, find- 
ing shelter with the governor on board the' ships 
in the harboui ; but a body of the roulattoes cut off 
their retreat, and a horrid butchery ensued* which » 
continued with unremitting fury fhmi the 2 1st* & 


to the evening of the 23d ; when the savi 


> 
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hating murdered all 1 * the white inhabitant that chap." 
fell in their way, set fire to the "buildings,; an& ( 
more than halt the ci£y was consumed by the im 
flames. The commissioner^ themselves, either 
terrified at beholding the mfeeft&ble and exten- 
sive mischief which they had occasioned, or afiaid 
to trust their persons with their lebel allies, 
sought protection under cover of a ship of the 
line. The pioJatitations whfcli they published 
horn time to tiim in palliation of their conduct, 

, manifest a consciousness of guilt whicu could not 
suppressed, aud^/oi m a record Of their villa- 
fifes, for which the day of retribution awaits, hut 
still lingers to overtake them * * * i ► 

Such w as the fate of the once flourishing and 
beautiful capital of St* Domingo ! — a citv which, 
for tiade, opuleact, and magnificeiuse, was un- ‘ 
doubtedh among the first Snufthe IV e?t Indies, — 
perhaps in the new world ; and hei e f 1 shall close 
for the present, the disgusting detail Of conspira- 
cies, rebellions, crimes, entities, and conflagra- 
tion'* (a uniformity of hoi roi s> ’) through which 
the nature 6t my^ork has compelled me to 
travel ’ — it joking thfrf I hive at last 


Escap’d the Sly|paii pool, tho long detain’d 
I« t&at obscure sojourn ’ 


Mn 1 OK 


' When this was-wrttten* the idithor did not know that 
$ Sattthon&x alone survives Polverel pied m 1794. santhonax 
" has lately appeared before the national assembly , and been 
pronounced gudtlen ' 
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Chap, and faaVe the pleasing tas£ to perform of rertder- 
iog due homage to the gallant and enterprizing 

it9j spirit of my countrymen in their noble— bnt alas 1 
hitherto unavailing — endeavours to restore peace, 
subordination, and good government on this 
theatre of anarchy And bloodshed. Previous to 
which, however, it will be a relief and satisfac- 
tion to the reader to be presented with a picture 
or state of the colony, as it existed in the days of 
its prosperity; — its culture, population, and pro- 
duce ; — its growing importance and commercial 
value. Hitherto, we have contemplated no^g, 
but scenes of 'desolation. — We shall now behold 
a pleasing contrast in the blessings of regular go* 
veraraeni: djue subordination, social order, ex- 
tensive commerce, peaceful industry, increasing 
cultivation, sthiling plenty, and general happiness' 
The conriisiohs to ,be -drawn from the contempla- 
tion of scenes $0 ’different in their nature, are of 
importance to aU mankind. 




The Account given abm $ the Destruction of the 
City of Cape Franjois, teas dram up mth as 
much Caution as the Cm seemed to rexjwfiejrom 
Information transmitted to the Author % Per- 
sons m Jamaica mid St. Domingo, some oj 
wham differed m many essential circumstances 
from others. He had afterwards an Opportu- 
nity of comersing personally on the Subject mth 
a Gentleman of St. Domingo, on whose veracity 
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and Honour he cc 
by whom he was favoured with the f (diming 
Notes or Memoranda jp Writings mhkh he thinks 
Imt to lay before his 


NOTJES SUIi x'UVJpEMENT DU CA|». 


Lb General Galbaud ayoit mandd au Cap 
missaires Santkonax et Polverel/de lumamere la plus inipe- 
He use 5 leg commhssxbre^ se sent d€temin£s a s*y rendre par 
de £$, Marc, d*ob ih sont partis le 8 Juin, accompagji 6 s 
imU&trel et'‘^(X) 1 |Smcs, et compris leurs ^coupe t£fee 
l*s dragons d’Orleaas* I Is out fait ieur entree au Cap d’une 
maniere assez audaeieose pour in imposed »' 

Galbaud avait deja indi$po$£les habitans du Cap par nne 
addresse, ou proclamation, qui ordonmiit contribution 
de 450 mille livres, dont 3a per<^ption a4f6:f|jtite de la fagon 
la plus violente, et qui tenaii^iis 'd|u ^illfi^^p^uiia, con- 
tribution. . 

, irT * 'jwJ' r 

Le General Galbaud n’avai fcjait auettue dispositions pour 
se preserver des resolutions et ^trigjiirises des commit 


saires, qui entrerent cependant d’utie manlfcre menaqante. 

A la premiere entreyiie des General Galbaud et des com- 
miss&ires, en la maistnr degia edmmission (le gpuvernement) 
apres les premiers compliments/ il y eut explication sur les 
pouvoliidu general j ies Cooatnissaires lui oposerent un decret 
qui de^pdait qu’aucun proprietaire dans la colon*© pftt y com* 
mander ni y avpir <i*autorit£ 5 et accuserent M, Galbaud 
d’avoir dtolinult au eonseil executif qu’il avait des proprietes* 

PcpSif qui dura pr&s do deux jours, les agents 

des commissaite? prdparaient les esprits a les laisser faire, et 
a ne point se ller de la diseution, dans laquelle Santhonax 
prenait cependant une grande preponderance, 

‘ Galbaud^ voyaqt que personae nes’empressait a le soutenir, 
et prevoyant sans doute une chute hutmliante, dcmamla au* 
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cotnmlssaires tie 8*to retourneTr^ttance, pr&f&rant la reiraite, 
a des pouwrtn contest's j fee qui lui fut accord fe sur le 
champ, et il s’embarqua le 14, 

£$‘17 Galbnud rdiintt tou& les matelote de la rade et ceux 
des vaissuaux de pro] e tic de descendre a laville du 

Cap $ il fait son d^po&p^ent le IB, et raarche au gouverne- 
ment, oil logeaient eotomissaires^ qui mstrnits dd# mouve_ 
mens de Gal baud, rfettnfa-ent'ltefr troupes qui leuVs etaient de- 
volves, et parti cuiierement les noflul&tres, et les em basque rent 
derriere les mn^u gouv^rnement, dans toiites le^ issiies, su r 
les.termlses, &c.fius»it6t qua les matelots furent a portfee de 
pistolet, on fif ties dt3charges, qui en tuerent et bjesserenjfc uu 
, ,:gntnd nqi^bfe,’* 1 ’iVaiwiot^s les mul&tres |urent ebranlM^q^; 
fois ; mais le dfesordre dans les rrofelots determina le C^eral 
Gal baud af&ire *a retraite a Tarsenal ; Ik, \\ fit one proclama- 
tion pour inviter les bons cltoyens a se rfeunir a ]ui? pour 
chasser les commissaires, qui voulaient usurper le gquveme- 
inent. Bfevs4qrs les Commissaires rbxinirent aux nml&tres 
tousles n^lM de la vilte> qui avaient d£jfi pri$ parti dans 
]*actibn to-utes les 'troupes qu* 

leurs av|felt / ' servla a leu^^|feditiori ; et les , plaeerent ' par 
^pelotons a chaque^bin des riies, et ,dfe« qu*tm hiatus voulait 
sortir de eh£z Im.bu paraifrsait aux fenetres, ii etajJL fusilte. 

Pendant ce terns, et rifesque les commissaires eurent appris 
les mouvemens de Gal baud, ctepeche desexprfes aux 

heft des brigands, pour les efej££&--a srenir a ' leur secotm, 
et leurs offraient le pillage de fooHde, ; 

Le id Galbtod capital fttsepd, etses s H y 

m mis enfetat d'arresta*^ *infri que^Amiral'G|^fe‘'et le 
Contra- Amirai Serccy, qui sont da l^||^nunande- 

TO»nt ' * 

line proclamation des coimnissaires' avtdt preceH^nmeut a > 
cet £#&nemcrit, mis a contribution 37 negqciants, cm riches - 
particulicrs, pour mie somme de 675 mille livres, qui parrait 
avoir et£ exigde et pay6e sur Theure. Le 19, au soir, le^O, 
le 81, l es brigand^ entrant de toutes parts dans lit Vitle da 
Cap, ayant a leur' t&te leurs chefs, et on assure que M< d® 
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irouv£ ausil * Le pillage, ks tnasa^jtofy Jes qhap, 
flammes devieiment effro^btoi to homing, to femmes, 
lei enfans, sont assftirin#, tiiasa&cto, et eprouvent totttes lea 
hoireurs imagnmWis Ik cu$ eu la bartow de renfermer et 
de brbto dans une maison pto tk 300 perscmrto toutes 
vives. , ' i * 

Les malheureux detout sexe, ^ge, qui cherclmient 

a se sauver exit gagnant des embareations, ob a k nage, 
ctaifnt toilto tn&me dans itou. i 

II parrait qm An h #amcre to n£gr# ont ftapfen t»4to 
tincfement tous to paitis, bknc$/ mulatto; et cjue to blanks 
&e sont deffendus <ontre imm toe tin grand acharnerneet 5 
ikaomoias jl paprak certain que k pdpfclatipft blanche a %t£ 

* enttoement ddtfhH** 4 A’* pas m%6 nn seal Wane 41 * 

Gap i «*n «»tnn«* qn% all $*esf wu\6 IS a 4&<X> per&onnfes 
ahord, tto$ plus quto xi’oaa Tespereir. 

Le eonVoi to sortie du Gap te 33 pom {'Amerique, la ma- 
jenre ptote ajaxit tr(s pet* de viVte, tr&s pea <1 tau, et plu- 
stors sans £tre p|tfpato a te voyage^ sans voiiles, & 

ceux qui out requ to malheurcux qul $e $ou£ agaves ftbdrd, 
n'y auront trouve aura no smbsds^Aee/^ 

La vilie incepdke, (ktrmte* ses habft^ns ma^atos, on 
assure qu'il rte leste qtte le gowemem^ due partie Am 
casernes VarsCnal, et les mutsona An Petit Careuagej;— 
iVgtoe et to fontaines detroito. 

Les coramiesaires oril 1 ^^ spectators tranquilles pendant 
le carnage el le massacre 5 dans kur maison on a vu San* 
thonax »qmr et prefer da# to bras les thek ties brigands, 
to appnltotfes sau*eur^ et tor toaoigner le# reoonnais- 
sanee 

Le 33 ito commissaires, qui invite et »p- 

pelte lot%to tons cftpfeA* it ie rCdstir atifcour d eux, et de 
labser partir to ti&tatfi, qui vofit aller subir le juste chati 
meat de Icurs crimes | U cotiVW en parti le jour rn^mc, & hi 
a ilk fumait encore 
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Sttuetfion, ■Extent^ and getdral pescriptida of St. 
Pomingo — ^ '|f the , French Catony, and 
Topographical description irf ihe several Pro- 
vinces into which ike French Possessions were 
divided- — Tk$& Papulation, apd Produce — Ship- 
ping and Edparts-~-Comparetil with the Returns 
of Jamaica. -f ' \ t ' ■ 

tm*pj %he island of St Dpm^Ci? situated in " the * 
iX * Atlantic^ Oeewi, about three tlboaSand five hun- 
dred miles from the land s end “df England ; the 
. . eastern point lying in north latitude 18* SO', and 
in ]bngitud§‘68 <> 40* W. frdm Greenwich. The 
' island e^»s ah^ut one hundred and forty miles 
in the’ : ; north to south, and 

. three hundred japhcl ni.nety fi'oth east to west. In 
, ^'.UOtmtry' of ^Uch^'tndghitude, diversified with 
plains of vast extent, and mountains of prodigi- 
ous height, is probably 'td^e found every species 
of soil which nature has i^ned to all the tropi- 
ca! parts of the earth. . In general, it is fertile in 
. the highest degree ; every, where w'ell yvatered, 
and producing almost ever£ variety of vegetable 
' , patufe,' for use and beatf^|for %d Jg$ luxury, 
4’hlc!) the lavish hand. pf ;ii|. Ihwn.ttful k PfevWence, 
has. bestowed on the richest fioftMMi of die globe; 
and the liberality of nature was laudably feeonded 
by the industry of the inhabitants. Hntil those 
ravages and devastations whic.lt; I have had the 
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\ .imfol task: Of rdtondi|% deformed and destroyed,' 
with utidiartioguisling wr^atity, both the boon-, 
tie*; of nature, and the labour*, of hi t ; the po*e^ 
sions of France m this noWe island were considered 
as .chq garden of the West Inches ; And lot beau- 
tiful scenery, richness of so% jpg^brity and variety 
of climate, might jo&tly be.tkAn^cl the f*arn4mj3f 
the Nat Iffrid* , * t 

Oi the territories which lyennained exchpively 
in possession of the original 'Conquerors, the Spa- 1 
niards, off ipfbimation H very imperfect. I shall 
hereafter the best account 1 have b&en able 
to collect concerning* them. On. tht* .southern 
coast* more especially in the ntphbowiWid mf 
the anaent City from which th^ mand dciiv^s ita 
present name, the lauds are smd to 'be among the 
best, and without doubt a very iafge proportion 
of the remainder requires edy the hflfcd of the 
cultivator to become very productive. > The in- 
terior country (retains eitendNre/savannahs, or 
plaids many o{ them occupied: pnlylby wild swine, 
lorses, and hoiued cattle;, for the Spaniards 
having exterminated simple and unoffending 
natives, supplied ’ttesltf place with holds of do- 
vicstic animals, which running wild, soon mul- 
tiplied jheyond computation. Tims does the ty- 
ranny m an an convert tlie fruitful habitations of 
his fellotfwcreatures into ft wilderness for beast#! 
It* the $Ptofe0jt ease, however*, the crime brought 
down its own punishment; — w punishment which 
almost revenged the wmngs of .the helpless Ame- 
ricans ;-v-*nd who doe# not wish dial avaiue, am- 
bition, apd cruelty, may be thus always entangled 
iq them qwn .projects? 

k 2 
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chap. The reader is dOifbtless-apprized that I here al- 
> lude to (be. establishment in St. Domingo, of that 
daring and desperate band of adventurers, the Bu~ 
association constituted of men of all 
Countries and descriptions, but of whonvit may 
truly be said, tl«p^ if self-preservation be a law; of 
nature, the hostilities •which they maintained for 
upwards .of' fifty . years, .4gaitjtst. . : tlieir v oppreSsors, 
werp more justifiablfe and Climate in their 
origin, than all die vi^rs %h*ch4be pride' and'' am- 
bition pf k|n^ and nations have occa*K^#^l, fpom 
..the beginni|ig.,of ; die, wo$d to ,$be -pa^edt;,hour.„ 
,'4? the', cruelty of the ^patil^^ fip*t ^OtnpeUed 
' these -h^' i: Trom''' ,fc ' scnSe pi ebniratm . danger, to 
uhite their strength, so policy of slocking 

with, cattle a country of such extent became their 
support ; ,fbr the flesh of' those animals supplied 
them withstood, apd t#ey purchased arms, ammu- 
nition, andClotbingwith the sidhs. , , . 

Of the risp s pf these people, and the primary 
cause of their cotnhining together to make repri- 
sals bn the Spanish , settlements, a short account 
may be necessary: I have elsewhere treated the 
subject more at large *-«^They consisted ori- 
ginally of a body of French and English planters, 
whom, in the, year lf)2y, a Spanish armament had 
expelled from the island of : ^|»' : .Chris!.tppber, with 
circumstances . of '^utrag^^ivharbnrity^.,' .Driven 
from thence, by a foicev whh|h ; vthCy : Ccwdd not re- 
sist, as the only i alterative; 'of ypspuping from 
slaughter or slavery, they •fled i inippem.boats with 
their families, and posses^etl themselvps, of the 

?U', *"'■ 

* Vol. l. Book ii-G,*,. 
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small unoccupied island of Tmuga f situated 
■within a few miles of the northern coast of St* 
Domingo. Here they were joined by a consider- 
able number of Dutch emigrants from Santa 
('rus t whom the avarice and*d$»6lty of the Spa- 
niards had compelled, in like manner, to roam 
over the ocean for shelter, after having witnessed 
the oiassacre of many of their number, even to the 
women add children, CompnnipnS in adversity, 
these poor exiles leaarnt mutual forbearance from 
their common sufferings ; for, although they were 
comjtosed of three different nation si, they appear 
to have lived for some years in perfect , harmony 
with each other. Their mode of life contributed 
to produce the same lieneficial effect: finding a 
countrv of immeasurable extent in their neigh- 
bourhood abounding in cattle, their time was 
chiefly occupied in hunting; an employment 
which left no leisure for dissensions, and afforded 
them both exercise and food. The plains of St. 
Domingo were considered, however, merely as 
tb^ir hunthig-grounds ; Tortuga continued theii 
home, and place of retreat. Here their women 
and j ouug people cultivated small plantations of 
tobacco (an herb, of which, in hot and moist cli- 
mates. the practice of inhaling the smoke seems 
to be pointed out by nature) : and as the coast was 
rugged, and of difficult approach, they fondly 
hoped that their obscurity would protect them from 
furthei per&erution. 

If the gov ernrm nt of Spain had been actuated 
at this time by motives of wisdom, it would in- 
deed have left these poor people to range over 


CHA*. 

IX. 
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ctf4P, the wiMen»ss unmolested. It ought to^ have 
known, that the orctipauon ot hunting diverted 
then* from projects ot vengeance, and deeds of 
greater cnter^iife ; hut* tyranny k wUhinit low- 
sight, and the rc&tte&s and i enuoriietess bigotry of 
the Spanish nation allowed the fugitive* no re- 
spite. An armament tfaa eol|#eted, and prepa- 
rations made to effect tlieir utter exWiemiiiation; 
the commanders of which, talcing occasion Wften 
the ablest of the men had ie&oited to, the lajrger 
island in tb$r usual pjukwit, landed t l«xfy of 
soldiers at Tortuga, and making captives of the 
- women and* rhiidicn, the old and infiun, caused 
them all to-be maw-acred without mercy. 

It does not appear that the uriwuble people 
who were thus pursued to <1t s< melton, like beasts 
of pie^, hud been guilty of any outrages or de- 
predations Otfyfbe ships t» subjects of Spain* which 
called fof ‘ Stick exemplary vengeance. Neither 
was n imputed to them as a crime that they 
had possessed themselves of Toi toga. or that the) 
roamed about the deserts of St. Domingo in ptn- 
ouil of cattle winch had no mentis 'J'hnr guilt 
oOnshted in die circa instance of being bom out of 
the Spanish territories, and piesomimg n* -crlhelcssi 
to ventuiC into any 'port of the New World , 
for the arrogant presumption and extravagant sel- 
fishness of tin*, bigoted ftntion, ted them to appro- 
priate all the countries 'of Amenta' to thum elves. 
They claimed own the sole and OtehiMt e light of 
sailing on any such part of the main ocCAn as, 
in their judgment, constituted a 'pbrtion of the 

t 
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newly-discoyered hemisphere ; and strict orders ) cmaj > 
were issued to all their commander, by sea #*k) 
land, to seise the ships and subjects of all other 1 ’ 
•people that should be found within the boundaries 
which. tlp*y had prescnhed, an$ to p«ni>h the in- 
truders with slavery or death. We have seen in' 
w hat manner thus 6 orders w ere executed. 

It is evident therefore, 'that no alternative re- 
mained to the occupiers of Tortuga, but to turn 
on theit pilrMieis, and wane offensive war oh those 
who, would allow of no peace with them. If the 
justice of their cause he still a question, let the 
wicoida of time be consulted { let an appeal^ be 
made to that rule of conduct, which (to use an 
eloquent cxpiession of Loid (Jokb) is written i>y 
the juu.er of God m the heart of mm , and let 
histoiy and ieason determuie, w hether an} instance 
of ho. tihty, in the annals of mankind, can be de- 
fended on better grounds. To such men, in such 
a cause, n© dangers were too formidable, no ob- 
stacles too great. Inured by then mode nf life 
to the vicissitudes of the climate, united among 
themM lvt s and animated by all the motives and 
passions which can inflame the human mind to 
great * portion, they became the most formidable 
antagonists which the Spaniaids had ever eocoun- 
tcitd, and displayed suih deeds of valoui and suc- 
ttsslul enlcipuse, as (all circumstance s considered) 
have ntvei been equalled before or since. 

From a party wi these ndventuitrs (chiefly na- 
tives of Noimandy) the Fiencb colony in M 1 fo- 
am go derived its origin. By what means the 
were induced to separate from their associates m 
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chap, danger, to -telinquish the Ratification of revenge 
^,-w and uvariee^ and exchange the tumults of war for 
the tem'perate occupations of husbandry, , it i$ uei- ’ 
tlier srithin «)y province nor ability to explain, 
Many of thenij- without doubt, were men. who had 
-.'been driven froor Europe by indigent dneum- 
' stances and desperate fortunes yy same , . by the 
cruelty of creditors ; and other^.Rrhapsj by .foe 
consciousness of foeir crimes. . ,<2^pttyated by the 
renown and allured by the wealth of ' the Buca* 
-niers, they joined .jn their expeditions against -the 
. Spaniard^ from nd better motives than those i of' 
plunder and raping; 'an®: y ,fo #uc& upen must be 
imputed those dpfrages *&4 excesses which -haw 
stomped the . proceedings of. the whole association 
, with infamy.* But r there is a time for all 

* l conceive, however, that these have been wonderfully 
nia'gpifted ai^ ^ggcnited, • The narrative called The Emory 
of tk$ Bucampr^- published towards the latter end of the last 
century, which has 6feefc%»oted by writers of ail descriptions 
ever since as of unquestionable * authority, was originally 
written in Butch, by one. John Esquemeling, who confesses 
tliat he bail been one of the Buca niers, and was expelled from 
their society. The reports of such a Writer ought to hs^e 
been received with great caution*} but. there is a still stronger 
circumstance to excite suspicion and ft is this : The English, 
work is not taken from the Butch original, but from a 
Spanish translation ; and to suppose that a .Spaniard would 
speak favourably of the f Bu camera, is the very excess of hu- 
man credulity. Not having the original book to refer to, I 
cannot pionounec with certainty; but l.am of Opinion* that 
many of the tragical stories concerning the torture of the 
Spanish prisoners, and the violation of the women, are 
interpolations of the Spanish translator. I form this 
conclusion from the malignity displayed towards the cha- 
racter of the famous Sir JIcnry Morgan, If we may believe 
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tilings } and the change bf life in these men con* 1 - <3W& 
firms the observation of an elegant writer, that 
“ as thorp is no soil which “Will not shew itself 
“ grateful to cultme, so there is n,h disposition, 
u no character in mankind, which may not, by 
“ dexterous management, be turned to the public 
“ advantage.”* It was a happy circumstance 
in the infancy of their establishment, that while 
they wore too obscure for the. notice of the go- 
vernment, they hud no check given to their in- 
dustry by the chill influence of poverty. To a 
fortunate < miiption fiom the hand of power, and 
the facility with which they were supplied with 
the common necessaries of life, they were indebt- 
td tor their preservation and prosperity. A me* , 
diomt\ of condition, and equal freedom, excited 
the spn it of emulation among them ; but oppres- 
sion would have pioduced discouragement; and 

* ¥ 4 

the account given of this galhnt cotnmamler, he was the 
most inhuman tnoiMcr that eves existed. Vet this very man 
(wfoobv wa\ at ted under a regular commission and letters 
of repus »| from government) after he had quitted the si a, 

\ut« r* (ononended by the Carl of Carlisle to be his sweessor 
m tlu < nvernment of Jamaica, and was accordingly appointed 
lieutenant t overnor in the earl’s absence, lie after w irtls 
received the honour of knighthood firm King Charles 11* 
and parsed the remainder of hit* life on his plantation in Ja- 
maica By the kindue$$ of a friend in that idand, l hate had 
an opportunity of perusing some of Sir Ilony Morgan’s 
original private letter# , and this 1 Will say, that tin y Atnini- 
te<4 smh ii spirit of humanity, justice, liberality, and piety, 
as prove that ht has oil her been grossly traduced* or that he 
was the gie&test hypocrite living $ — a character ill-suited to 
the frank and fearless temper of the matt* 

* Kuropean Settlements, VoL II p» 109. 
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. industry, is tie offspring of .fyietch- 

J*to*J* 

1 , ; //Of the progressive pursuits of those people in 
the footing which they had obtained, 
i, Uhtil the French government accepted their sub- 
mission, acknowledged them as faithful subjects, 
,and availed itsdf of their labours,— and the final 

* cession to France of the west*f| part, of St. Do- 
mingo, by the peace of Ryswick, ff^i^aper will 

* find an ample account in the history of this island 

by Peitr Cl»arlevoi|., It is therefore unnecessary 
for me to detail what an author so well informed 
in the ■ anfcieht transactions of the colony has 
written. All that tt»y English reader will expect, 
h an’ accdnnt of the political and topographical 
state of the colony ; its population, produce, And 
exports at the time my History commences , and 
these partsculats will be found in what remains of 
the picsertt chapter, * >t ‘4 

Tire possessions of the French in St. Domingo, 
as I have elsewhere observed, were divided into 
three gteat depail merits, called, the Northern, the 
Western, and the Southern Provinces. The North- 
ern Province comprehended a line of sea-coast 
extending about forty leagues, from the river Mas- 
sacre to Cape St. Nicholas, and contained '(in- 
cluding Tortuga^ twenty-six parishes. Its popu- 
lation in the beginning of * 1 7.90, consisted ot 
II &9C white inhabitants of all ages, flftid 164 , 606 
negro slaves. The number of sugae plantations 
waaSRB, of which 258 made, what is called clayed, 
or soft white sugar, and 30 muscovado , 01 raw 
sugar. It reckoned 2,009 plantations of coffee, 



66 of cotton, 443 of ihltgqj’and g 1 5 smalle^^m- m*R 
jbhshuieats,, m ich as j^^ooji^grpind#, cacao-grove^ 
law-pit^ ^terim* Ibrick4pfi m» * 

Of the town#* mi harbours fethe Northern 
PiifiMbS^ the chief new those of &>e Francois, 

> Foil Dauphin, fort: Be Paix^^iAP^ajje St. Ni- 
cholas, ^ Jt -sb^^eat •©% o| the tot «W the last. ( 

' * The town JlCape Francois (wjhicfe’in time of 
wfcr ttytyftftAtot of tlwlTr'wteh governn^tJ-jjmmld 
hafo Iftmfejalt ami^ atrihtfg’ 

tfedfcitoto of the t-ecupd in any pat t of Europe. 

It eanslstecf of betaken. «%ht and nine hundred 
houses of stone and 'betel/, <m#iy of them band* 
some and comtoodidodi he®*d^ 8h‘^» ‘ and Ware- 
houses ; add it contained two magnificent squat es, 
ornamented each with afiuMic ’foxsnt&ml The 
'chief public buildings «»e die ' church ;* 'dm ' 
government-house (foriuetfy a belonging 

to the Jesuits) » a superb ^bartm* - 'fer ' troops ; a 
royal aiMmal ; a pritoso ; a fd^-honsfe i and two 
hospitals. The nonjbt.r of fm inhabitants of all 
colours was estimated at eight thousand, exclu- 
sive of the (#ig's tnjfppf end sea-farm ;* people. 

The domestic slave* team raid to be about twelvfe * 
thousand. ” The ntMMAm of 0m town, typwevbf, 

Wa* not to be eomiwtoded. It was built At 4he 
fool of a wry high mountain, eaBed., Ik Monte 
da Cap? which abounds indeed with springs of 
excellent w*^*apd furnished a great 'supply of 
gaidett vegetables, but it intercepted the land- 
wihd, and reverberated the i%ys of the sun. The 
- town ai^ t^^opulence ch»e% from the conimo- 
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chap, diodsoe&K '%£ its harbour, and the extreme .fertility 
l of the plain adjoining it, to thd east, a district fifty 

atU^e In length, afid twelve m breadth^ appropri- 
ated solely-to the cultivation of sugar (&e pltwte- 
' ;‘*Wbf which wore divided from each ot^ee only 
, by hedges pf cjtrons and limes), and yielding greater 
returns than perhaps any other spot of the same ex- 
tent in the habitable globe. * u» ' / 

The town of Cape St. Nicholas codslteta of about 
250 pouses, which, are chiefly 'bulk k£ Anglican 
wood. It is sbelterdd by a bight bluff^cftlled the 
Mole; and’hayjdS be^fi a free-port, was a place of 
considerable tnjdft’ and particularly resorted to by 
the ships pf America, It is chiefly known, how- 
ever; for tftte safety and extent of its harbour, which 
is justly called the key pf the Windward passage ; 
and the fortification^ towards the sea aie reckoned 
among the strongest in the West Indies. On the 
side of the land they- are overlooked by . the sur- 
rounding heights, pud hence it is concluded, that 
although it might be difficult to take the place by 
an invading armament, it .would be stili more diffi- 
cult to retain it afterwards, unless }jos$c-'Mou was 
obtained also of the interior country. 

The Western Province ifee?gari at Cape bt. Ni- 
cholas, and extending jdbog the line of coast 
which forms the bight of Leog&ne, for upwards of 
one hundred leagues, terminated at Cape Tiburon. 


It contained sixteen pari^es, and four <&fef towns, 
namely. Port au Prince, Sit Marc, kcogine, and 
Petit Goave; beadeat wttkges^ of which those of 
Gonaives, Arcabaye, and Croix des Bouquets, are 
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not inconsiderable. The only good harbours in this 
great extent of coast are the** of Pert au Prince w-v*-' 
and < rottaives. fr All the other ''bippmg-pkcts are f 
Opeh tot$k ? sometimes nau^i exposed. 

* fort an Prince (except in time of ftar, when t< ie 
(rdvamOr-Crenerai was directed to r dfftpve $ C apo 
• Francois) was considered as the metropolis of the 
colony. |n l?9C£,at coOsistwf'of about 600 bouses, 
and contained 8,7-54 white inhabitants.* ” The situ- 
tion ts icrw hod marshy* and the climate, in conse- 
quence, Veiy unhealthy. It is surround ( d moreover 
by hills, which command hotli Uift town and the 
harbour; but both the h®s and The v allies aie 
r abundantly fertile. ,To east, is situated the noble 
plain of Cul de Sac, extending from ifcirty to forty 
miles in length by nine ki bnjjftdtb, and, it contained 
one hundred’ and fill) * sugai plantations,' most of 
which were capable of? being watered inclines of 
thought, by Conaly admirably j^rived and di - 
posed for that purpose. Tlie ^rcuir^acent moun- 
tuins were at the same time Clpthed with planta- 
tions Of cofee, which extended quite to the Spanish 
settlements. 

The population and state of agriculture in the 
"Western Province were as follow white inha- 
bitants of nil ages 12,7$#, negroes m ft state of 
slavery 1 92, .061 , plantations of felayed sugar* 1 35, 
of muscovado 222. PlahtatibOS of coffee $94, of 

* t * 

* The free people of colour were estimated at 4,000, and 
the enslaved negroes at about 'ft^OOO: but being eompre- 
' i bended in the general return for the whole district, they art 

no where ascertained with precision. 
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cHap. cottttn ihdigO 1,958, besidas 343 smaller 

settlements 

The Southern Province, extending upwards of 
sixty leagbes from Cepe Tiburon, Song #e south- 
ern const of the briaud to L’Ance m eoatSR- 
ed tweUe parishes, and three chief towns, £es 
Cayes, Jemnie, abd Jactnel ; places of which I 
shall hereafter have occasion to spSMh It poat 
messes no safe ftjtrbours, and its road* *M> danger- 
ous., The shipping that load at Les Chye take < 
refuge, during thk fchferkane se&Btm, at La Baye des 
FiamandA. ' - 1 ** 

Tiie population id this department was com- 
posed of 6,037 whites, a& 76,8 IS negto slaves, v 
lb establishments consisted of 38 plantation* of 
white sugar, and i 10 Of muscovado; 214 coftk- 
plamatioft*; SS^of cdttoa, 7 65 of indigo, and 119 
smaller settlements. ‘ ‘ , k 

The quantity* of.^w&d in cultivation thiough- 
out alt the’ pansh4%«s 763,925 carreaox.* equal 
to 2,289,480 filagfish acres, M which about two- 
thirds wcil 1 situated' in the ^mountains ; apd that 
the J re*iter may hafe 'Ahtte of the wHehltut* 

' ' fcy * 

* The carw&u. of land in S| .A«w%0 »* 100 paces square, 
of 3$ French feet eafibj the Superficies 139, SOO feet. The 
Puri* 4bot ia divided into i'Wehw inches and each Into 
twelve lines; wherefore, if M^^p<We 4*fih h«* fob* di* , / - 
Hided into 810 parts,*, the Pan* foo$ will 1446 par is, the 

London, 1880. Tlifefo ptf^^nioaa Werefeiiged by the Royal 
Academy of Sciences, the faqmica afire contains 43,860 . 

1 , English feet superficial ftheasare; wfiifih being ipnUiplied by 
1^0. and the total divided by 1,440, gitat4d,8 S?|, or /*' 
n^thu^part of t “k 1,'£- 
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at one view, | shall subjoin a summary of thfc,.p«$ ' CHjfof 
Ceding accounts, from whence it will appear tbaK 
the French colony contained, the beginning of ,s 
1700 , . \ '1Z<, , * . , ✓ 

431 plantatiotfe of clayed sugar, . 

362 , - ‘ ‘ of muscovadp.. , 


Total 


m* 


ntatioruf Of sugar, h 
- 4 /*of coffee, 

of cotton, * 

* * of indigo, ' 


3,160 • .fy, of indigo, ' 

54 - . of cacao, or chocolate, 

623 smaller s^,tdtemen%^tefly for rais- 
ing magtfi m other vegfv 


w * 

Making 8,536 wtab)islih«epts of all kinds through* , 
out the-colony.’* 

The population in 1790, dt» i a like summary, ap- 
peal s to have been *30,831 whites of both sexes 
and all ages (exclusive of European, troops and 
sea-fttriqg people), and 434,420 negro /laves. In 
this account, how ever, the domestic slaves, and 
negro mechanics employed m the several tow»*, %re 
not , comprehended. They amounted to about 


46,000, ahich made the number of negro slaves 
throughout the colony 4$0,000 + \\ u l • ’ 

Of the fred people ot colkhW # very aefturtfe 
account was Obtained . 4Htons. Mjajrbois, the in- 
tendtAi, reported- them in 4 ..J7$7lk abt^j #0,000. 
In 1700* the jjpttftrip opinion fixed them'atfH^OOo 
The ejrterior appearance of the coiejgjf, as I hav e 
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observed in another place, every where demon- 
strated great and increasing prosperity. Cultiva- 
tion was making rapid advances over the country. 
The. towns abounded in warehouse's, which were 
tilled with the richest commodities and productions 
of Europe, and the 1 mi hours were crowded with 
shipping. There were freighted in 1 7 87, for Eu- 
rope alone, 4?0 ships, containing 'blQg&SS tons, 
and navigated by 1 1 ,220, seamen. .Many of diem 
were vessels of very large burthen ; andthefollow- 
ing is an accurate account from the intendant’s re- 
turn, of the general .exports on an average of the 
years 1787, 1788, and .1,7 80 ; : viz. 


Averagf'&tport's from the French part of St. Do- 
mt/go before the Revolution. . 


Clayed sugar lbs. .58, 642, S 1 4 - 

Muscovado sugar lbs. 86,549,829 - 
Coffee - 71,665,187 - 

Cotton 0'A;, lbs- - 6,698,858 ~ 
Indigo - - Tlhds. 951,607 - 

Molasses. , - Hhds. 26,061 
An inferior sort of > „ '<■ 
rum, ™1M tafc, I IIhds ' ' *•»'*> ■ 


Livrcfc 

41,049,549 
9,51:11 
71,065.187 
IS, .15)7,7 16' 
8,564,468 
2 , 767,320 


rum, called tafiia 
Raw hides yf 
Tanned ditto . - 


No- {7,500, - 
No, 7,900 - 




die ,ooo 

52,000 

118,500 


The tbtal value at the ports of ship2 y v 
ping, in livre| of Si Domingo, was S 1 ‘ 1 »»44,(>6'0 

being equal to 4,956,780/. ‘ sterling money of 
Great Britain ; and if all the smuggled articles 
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together with the value of mahogany anti other chap. 
wood®, tlie whole amount would probably exceed 
five millions of pounds sterling.* 

If this statement be compared by the rule of * 

proportion with the exports from Jamaica, the . . 

result will be considerably in favour of St Do- 
mingo, i. e. it will be found that the planters of 
Jamaica receive smaller returns from the labours 
of their negroes, in proportion to their numbers, 
than the planters of. St, Domingo have received 
from theirs. For this differencevvarious causes 
have been assigned, and advantages allowed, and 
qualities ascribed to the French planters, which 1 
venture to pronounce, oh full inquiry, had no 
existence. The true cause arose, undoubtedly, 
from the sujjerior fertility of the soil, and the pro- 
digious benefit which * resulted to the French 
planters fiom the system of watering their sugar- 
lands in extreme dry weather. This is an advan- 
tage which ndturc has denied to dlte lands in Ja- 
maica, except in’a very few places j but has -freely 
bestowed on many parts of St. Domingo; and the 
planters there availed themselves of it with the 
happiest success.! 


* Vide Appendix, Table No. 8. from whence it wilt ap- 
pear that the exports for 1731 greatly exceeded the average 
above given, both In quantities and value. 

t Having made diligent inquiry into the average produce 
of the French sugar-lands in Si. Domingo while on the spot, 
I venture to give the following estimate, as heady founded 
in truth as the subject wilt admit. 

■ In theNorth, the dislrictsaf Ouanarainthe, Maribaroux, and 
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And such, in the days of its prosperity, was the 
French colony in die island of St. Domingo. I 
have now presented to my readers troth sides of 
the medal. To (ini at Britain, above all othei 
nations of the earth, the facts which 1 have related 
may furnish an important lesson ; and it is such a 
one as requires no comment 1 


pound* weight of muscovado sugar for each carreau in canes ; 


the a wage is 

- 

6,500 

JatjuM -v 

Limouarit* ^ 

- 

7,000 

w 

0,000 

Ouaiiier Morin 

* 

d,ooo 

Pldiue du Nord, limbf, Petite Arise 

5,000 

The average of the whole is #,700 ibs. 

4 

eacn iwreau. 


This part of St. Domingo was not wateted. 


In the West— St. Marc* L’Artibomte, and Co- 


nnives, each carman yielded - 8,SOO 

Vazes, Arcahaye, Boucassin - 10,000 

Cul de Sac - - 8,ooo 

Leognne - ' 6, boo 


The 'average is 8,5oO lbs. the carreau.- -All these 
districts were Watered. 


-14,000 


In the South— the district# of Grind Goave, Les- 
Cayes Plaine du Fond, 1#’ Islet. Ac. which likewise 
were watered, yielded ... 7,500 

*1 he „eneral average, on the whole, K 7,500 lbs from each 
utmau in canes j, to Which add % jwr cent for the differ- 
ence between the English and French weights, the total U 
itJSl lbs. for every three acres English, pr 52,710 lbs. per 
a< ic, being nearly two-thirds more than the geocr&f yielding 
o* all the Lmd so chine# throughout ,!<un&ka 


s 
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CHAP. X. 

Emigrations— Overturn to the British Gffoern- 
mmt accepted— Situation and Strength of' (he Re- 
publican Parti/ :>t St. Dmiggo, and DiyMitipn 
of the Inhabitants— Nig ra Stdfflfat abdhhed by 
the French C’muaismmrs—Armam >d allotted 
Jot the Jmamn of the Country — Surrender uj 
Jerome and the Mole at Cape St. Nicholas — 
Cnsnu'essfut Attmp oi\ Cape Ttbu^on—Fm * 
thr Proceedings of the British Ar&p until the 
Aureal of Qtmral Whyte — Capture of Poit m 
Prmre. , , 

'lilt destruction of the beautiful city of Cape 
Puii^ois, and the massacre of most of the white 
inhabitants, wete the sad events which te»mm*tod 
nui histoucai detail at the dose of the eighth 
Chapter, It was observed* however, that M. 
(iaiband and his paitizaos, among whom were 
comprehended many respectable families, had 
lnrtunatdy embarked on the ^ips m tbd Jiarbodfi, 
just hefoic the revolted otgioes entered the tdwn. 
Ilappy to fly from a country devoted to rum, they 
directed then course to the IJnited Statfes of North 
America , and to the honour of the butotfa eha-' 
r racter (debased as we have beheld it in other 
situations) they found there, what great numbers 
oftheir unhappy folio w-citizcns bad found befoit 

T. e . 
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chap them & refuge from the reach of persecution, wad 
an asylum from the pressure of poveity. 

Emigrations from all parts of St. Domingo 
"had indeed prevailed to a very great extent, evet 
since the re\olt of the negr.res in the Not them 
province. Many of the planters had removed 
with their families to the neighbouring islands, 
some of them had taken refuge m Jamaica ; and 
it was supposed that not less than ten thousand 
had transported themselves, at yanous times, to 
different parts of the continent of America. Most 
of these were arsons of peaceable tetn|iers, who 
sought only to procure the mere necessaries of life 
■* in safely*fnd quiet. * The principal aujwng the 
planteis, having other objects in view, had re- 
paired to Great Britain. It i3 a circumstance 
within my own knowledge, that so early as the 
latter end of 1791 (long before the commence- 
ment of hostilities between France and Eng- 
land) many of them bad made application to 
the King’s ministers, requesting that an arma- 
ment might be sent to take possession of the 
counfry for the King of Great Britain, and re- 
ceive the allegiance of the inhabitants. They as- 
serted ( — I am afraid with much greater confi- 
dence than truth—) that all classes of the whites 
wished to place thejuselves under the English do- 
minion, and that, on the first appearance of a Bri- 
tish squad) on, the colony would suneoder with- 
out a struggle. To these representations no at- 
tention was at that time given : but at length, 
after the national assembly had thought proper 
to declare war against Great Britain, the English 
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ministry began to listen, with some degree of chap. 
complacency, to the overtures which were again 
made to them, to the same efffect, by the planters 
of St. Domingo. Irf the summer of 1793, a M.‘ 
Charmilly (one of those plauteis) was famished 
with dispatches from the secretary of state to Ge- 
neral Williamson, the lieutenant-governor and 
commander in chief of Jamaica, signifying the 
king’s pleasure (with allowance of great latitude 
however to the governor’s discretion) that be 
should accept terms of capitulation from the in- 
habitants of such parts of St. Domingo as solicited 
the protec tknyif the lirittsh government ; and for 
that purpose the governor was authorised to de- 
tach, from the troops under his command in Ja- 
maica, such a force as should be thought sufficient 
to take and retain possession of all the places that 
might be surrendered, until reinforeem **nts should 
arrive from Emrlawi. M. Charmilly, having thus 
delivered the. orders and instructions with which 
he was entrusted, sent art agent without delay to 
Jerome,* a small port and town in the district 
of Graud Jme, to which he belonged, to prepare 
the loyal inhabitants for a visit from their new 
allies and protectors the English. # * ■ 

But, before we proceed to detail the opera- 
tions which followed this determination of the 
British cabinet, it seems necessary, as well for the 
satisfaction of the reader, as ra justice to the gal- 
lantry anti good conduct qf the officers and men 
who were afterwards sent to St. Domingo, that 

* it is situated just within the Bight of Leogane. 
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chat some account should be given, of the difficulties - 
which were to arise, and* the force that was to be 
jpCdUfttered in this attempt to anmx so great and 
valuable a colony to the British dominion. I am 
well apprised that I am here treading on tender 
ground ; but if it "tthali appear, as unhappily it 
■will, that the persons at wdio.se instance and en- 
treaty the project was adopted, either meant to 
deceive, or where them selves grossly deceived, iu 
the representations which tlieyr bad made to the 
English government on this occasion, it ta my 
province and my duty to place the failure which 
ensued to its proper account The historian 
who, in such cases, from fear, Favour, or affec- 
tion, suppresses the communication of facts, is 
hardly less culpable than the factious or venal 
writer, who sacrifices the. iutere'ts Of truth and 
the dignity of history, to the prejudices of 
party. 

The republican commissioners, as the reader 
has boon informed, barf brought with them irom 
France six thousand cliosext troops; winch, addrd 
to the national force already iu the < olony, and 
the militia of the country, constituted u body of 
* fourteen or fifteen thouWod effective men, to 
wiiom w ote joined a motley but des pet ate buijd of 
all complexions and descriptions, chiefly slaves 
which had deserted from their owners, and ne- 
groes collected from the jails. All tin»e, amount- 
ing in the whole to about twenty-two thousand 
effectives, woe brought into some dogbee of order 
and discipline; wet e well abated, and, what is of 
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infinite impoi|ance, were, in a considerable de- 
gree, mured to the climate.* Being necessarily 
dispersed, however, in detachments throughout 
the different provinces, they were become on that 
account less formidable to an invading enemy 
Awbre of this circumstance, die commissioners, 
on the first intimation of an attack from the Eng- 
lish, resorted to the most desperate expedient to 
strengthen their party, that imagination can con- 
ceive. They declared by proclamation all man- 
ner of slavery abolished, and pronounced the negro 
slaves to be from thencefm « <ird a free people, on 
condition of resorting to their standard.' From 
this moment it might have been foreseen that tile 
colony was lost to Europe; for Mtmfgb but few 
of the negroes, in proportion to , the Whole, joined 
the Commissioners, many thousands choosing to 
continue slaves as they were, and participate in 
the fortunes of their masters, yet vast numbers k 


* The following detail was given me by a member of the 
» oluniil assembly 

Troops in S i Domingo on the arrival of Santhunax and 
Polveiel, vut 

J loops of the line which airbed with the commissioners 6,000 
1 he regiment of Cape Francois - 700 

'1 he regiments of Artois and NonnamJy - - - 1,000 

{stipendiary troops enlisted and paid for by the colony 1,000 
The colonial militia, including free people of colour 7,000 

15*900 

black companies raised by the authority of the c6m- 

iniBsiyntrs 6,000 
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chap, ail paj^rW- thte Colony. 'pwlwbly . 

that ^hfe dlier of liberty was too great a favour 
tO t>e permanent) availed themselves of it to se- 
' cure a retreat to the mountains, and possess them- 
selves of the natural fastnesses which the interior 
•[''''’".■'-'■country -affords. Successive bodjhr pa*a;. ; since 
'joined: the?n, ,an d 'have 'establishri^-thamseives,. in 
' those. Wess^‘ 1 into' 'a; sort of kvag p republic, like 
: that of 'the 1 black ^lartiibes ■ of St Vincetri, where 
‘ sfsontaneoua the 

''eMv**iM>e wild ,eaftte''i*hteb>tib^; precise by 
hunting V prudently declining and 

trusting, tbeii*; safety to the rocky fortresses which 
nature has raised around them,,and from which, 
in my opinion, it will he no easy undertaking to 
dislodge them.* *' ■ 

* Theprotclamatioxi alluded 16 was issued at Port at* Prince 
the latter end pt August, and Was signal byPolverel alone, San* 
i thonax being at thatiirne in the Northern province. It begins 
by declaring, that neither himself nor Sanihona* are recalled 
or disgraced* ; . That, in order to- encourage the negro slaves 
to assist in opposing the meditated invasion of the Knglish, 
all manner of slavery is abolished ; smd the negroes are 
thenceforward as free citizens. U then 

expatiates upon the necessity orkboar*\u»d tells the negroes 
that they moist engage to work as wmh from year to year 5 
but that they are at liberty to make choice of their respective 
^masters. That one-third ff the crop akallbe a^ropriated an* 
hua%/to the purchase of clothing and provisions for their 
maintenance i and that in the month of September ip each 
year they are at liberty to make a new choice, oC to csonfirm 
^ that of the preceding year, &uch, to the best of my mernem- 
• •’ hrance (for I Igpeak from memory) arei&e chief provisions of 

; this Celebrated proclamation, which J ihink extended only to 
the Western and Southern provinces $ Santhonax being ciiir 
powered ici. make what other regulations he Jpight think 
v proper for the Northern province* , The whole appears to 
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Of the revolted negroes in the Northern pro* chap, 
wdcc, many had perisiied of disease and fatgpjpe; 
but a desperate hand, amounting as it was supposed *“ * , 
to upwards ot 40,000, inured to war, and prac- 
tised in devastation and murder, still continued 
in arms. These were ready to pour down, as oc- 
casion might offer, on all nations alike ; and instead 
of joining the English on tbeir landing, would re- 
joice to sacrifice both the victors and the vanquished, 
the invaders and the invaded, in one common de- 
struction. 

Concerning the white* proprietors, on whom 
alone our depend awe was placed, a large propor- 
tion, as we have seen, perhaps more than nine- 
tenths of the whole, had quitted the country. Ot 
those that remained) some there were, undoubt- 
edly, vi ho sincerely wished for the restoration of 
order, and the blessings of reguUu government ; 
but the greater part were persons of a different 
character: they were desperate adventurers who 
had nothing to lose, and every thing to gain, hv 
confusion and anarchy : not a few of tiicm had 
obtained possession of the effects and estates of 
absent proprietors. From people of this stamp, 
the most determined opposition was necessarily 
to be expteted; and unfortunately, among those 
of better principle, I am afraid hut a vary small 
number were cordially attached to the English 
The majority seem to have had nothing in view 


have been a matchless piece of absurdity } betraying a la- 
mentable degree of ignorance concerning the manners and 
dispositions of the negroes, and totally impracticable t» itself 
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ciiAt 5 . but to oblpiia by any means the restoration of theft 
estsMteniiiui possessions. Many of them, under 
tfeSpFfcnbient government, had belonged to the 
lowef order of nobla>sc ; and being tenacious of 
titles and honours, in proportion as their preten- 
sions to real distinction were disputable, they 
' ' dreaded the introduction of a system of tews# and 
government, which would reduce them to the ge- 
neral level ‘ of the community. Thus,* as ’ their mo- 

tives were selfish, and them attachment feeble, 
their , exertions in the common cause were not 
likely to he very strenuous or efficacious. 1 do 
not find that the number of French in, arms, who 
joined us at any one period (1 mean of white in- 
habitants) ever exceeded two thousand. It were 
unjust,’ however, not to observe, that among them 
were some distinguished individuals, whose fide- 
lity was above suspicion, and whose services were 
highly important** 

From this recapitulation it is evident, that the 

* A few men of colour also distinguished themselves in 
the common cause; ms. Monsieur he Pont, Lieutenant-co- 
lonel of the St. Mare’s legion, who, Vritn about 300 Mulat- 
tos under hift command, kept the parish of I/Au.haye in 
complete subjection for a considerable time, 2 , Bgmquel, 
Major of the Mitice Royale of Ver&tes, a person much at- 
tached to the English 3 . Charles who commanded - 

a very important post in the plain of Arfihomte, upon the 
river D Esterre. Great confidence whs placed in this man 
by Colonel Brisbane, nod it Whs never abused. All these 
own were well educated, and nourished deep resentment 
-agaip&t the French, planter*, on account of the indignities 
which the class of coloured people had received from them. 
At Cape TibhrotJ, three or four hundred blacks were embo- 
died very early, under a black general named lean Kina, 
whw jBbttt well uriffl faithfully* * 
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invasion of St. Domingo was an enterprise of chap 
greater magnitude and difficulty than the British 
government seem to have imagined. Considering 
the extent and natural strength of the Country, it * 
may well lie doubted, whether all the force which 
Great Britain could have spared, would have been 
sufficient to redocfe it to subjection," ahd restore it 
at the same rime to such ft degree of order and 
subordination, as to make it & colony word* hold- 
ing. .The truth «eems to have beep* that General 
Williamson, to whom, as hath been observed, the 
direction and distribution of the armament Was 
entrusted, and whose active zeal in the service ot 
his country was eminently conspicuous, was ‘de- 
ceived, equally with the kingfs ministers, by the 
favourable accounts -mid exaggerated representa- 
tions of sanguine and interested individuals, con- 
cerning the disposition of thetr tvuntrymen, the 
white planters mnaining in St. Domingo. Instead 
of the tew hundreds ot them Which afterwards ie- 
sorted to the British standard, the Governor had t 
reason to expect the suppoi t and co-opcration of 
at lea*.t aa many thousands. In this fatal confi- 
dence, the armament allotted fot this important 
t \| (edition was composed of only the 13th fer- 
ment of foot, seven companies of rite 49th, and a 
detachment of artillery, altogether amouptiug to 
about eight hundred and seventy, tank and file, 
fit for duty. Such was the force that Was to 
annex to rite Crown of Great Britain, a country 
nearly /equal in extent, and id, natural strength 
infinitely superior to Great Britain itself! Sjwedy 
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chap, arid effectual reinforcements from England were, 
however^ promised, as wall to replace the troops 
which were WnOved from Jamaica, as to aid the 
Opemfidn^n St, Domingo. •• 

V- Inthe meantime, the first division, consisting of 
* six hundred and seventy -seven rank and file, under 

; - |&e command of I-ieatenant-Cdonet ’V^itefoC&e, 

, / ,v sailed from Port Royal the Jttb of Sbpteotber, and 

arrived at Jeremic on the 10th of the same month. 
They weie escorted hy Commodore Ford, in die 
Eucopa, accompanied by four or five' frigates. * 

. As the propositions, eft- terms of, capitulation, 
..had heed previously adjusted betweefi lfeie people 
of Jeramie, try their agent Mr. Charmilly, and Ge- 
neral Williamson, it only remained for the. .British 
fortes to take possession of the town and harbour. 
Accordingly, the troops disembarked early the next 
morning; the British colours were hoisted at both 
the forts, with royai salutes from each* which were 
answered by the Commodore and his squadron, 
and the oaths of ‘fidelity and allegiance were taken 
by the resident inhabitants, with an appearance of 
great zeal and alacrity. 1 

At the same time information was received, that 
the garrison at the Mole of Cape St. Nicholas were 
inclined td surrender that important fortress in like 
. manner. As this was a circumstance not to be 
neglected^ the Commodore immediately directed 
his , course thitlier,, and, oil 'the 2fid, took posses- 
* *jf| of the fortress and vharfiour, ‘ and' vefcei ved , the 
' allegiance of ^officers, a^ prMalfea. '-^The grena- 
dier company df/tbe I Stb reg^ent, wiw forthwith ^ 
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. d ispatche d froth Jeremie tp taite the cpa^aM^rf'.;^|-'-V 
the ghrason ; which was soon afterward^ strength- 
ened by the; arrival of. the second division of 
armament ordered from Jamaica, consisting of five, 1 \$v 
' companies' of forty, me® each;- y:;\l 
■ The .w^nnwidbr ! oif t^sep^ce»^Ssed. 

submit without _ppp<$^;i : /,fjpt' , the. ■ >f Stages 
hitiierto pl^ained seem to tiaite beep 1 greatly over- * , ^ 5 

valued. l'*j$pfVtoito bt'Jfat&fr ie tr* place of no"' 
importance, v 'Tt contains about one hnn&iedwery : 
mean houses, and die Country in die vicinage is ■ , 

not remarkably fertile; producing noth*% df aoy 
account 'but , eO&agfe, ■ • jfa.% 4b® ;&fpje ■ of .Cape StyNi- 
cholas, the country is eyed leas produadve than in 
the neighbourhood of Jerenpde^liOt -i0 harbohr is 
one of the .finest in thenew' : ‘'.^ldf : and thf®,. fortifi - ... 
cations vie with tbe;f ladies, r 
Unfortunately, fctokhfc ^evatton of the surround- : ' 
ing heights, the place is not tferiible against a 
powerful attack by land. The; ; ^ifTOonf consisted 
only of the tegimwat pf 0iHoa, Wbich was reduced 
by sicknessor desertion toabbutone hnndred and 
fifty men. The tofritJtaelf was in dm; 'highest de- 
gree hostile;; ''nsp^ 'bf^tibte, fchafe» : tantB; capable of . ' 
bearing aeito*j,vieft 'the - piejee arrival of -the 

English, and ; ’Jpioed;'tbe repyblicin lirmy. p * • 

, Zealous, howfever, ;tO piomom the glory of the 
British narne, Colonel W hhelocke dctermined jtMt 
his Utde /j^yffeould 'not oppipnoelnacdve at Jffe-' 

■ rernie. ■ It' n^’ , repri?^ted : .to.loih t ji i . that the acqui- 
sition of the neighbouring pdsf cl* Tibuiron would 
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chap prove of the utmost importance towaids the secu- 
rity of Grand-Anse, and a M. Duval pledging him- 
self to raise five hundred men tp co-operate in its 
reduction au expedition was undertaken for that 
pm po&e, and Colonel Whitelocke, with most of the 
British force fi om Jcremie, arrived in Tiburou Bay 
on the 4th of October. i 

But, on this occasion, as on almost every other, 
the English had a fiudaaeholy proof how little do- 
pendance can be platted on French declarations and 
assurances. Duval never made 14s appearance, 
for he was not able to collect more than fifty whites ; 
the enemy’s force was found to be fair more foimi- 
dable than had been represented, and toe gallantry 
of our troops proved unavailing against Superiority 
of numbers. They were compelled to retreat with 
the loss of about twenty men killed and wounded.* 
The defeat and discouragement sustained in this 
attack weie the mope grievously felt, as sickness 
soon afterwards began to prevail to a great ( xtent 
in tbe army. The season of the yearn as unfa- 
vourable in the highest degree for military opera- 
tions u» a tropical climate. The rains were in- 
cessant ; and the constant and unusual tabgue, 
ami extraordinary duty to which the soldieis, bom 
the smallness of their number were nect s»ai dy 
subject, co-operating tfith toe slate of the wea- 
thei, produced the most fetal Consequences. That 
never-failing attendant on military expeditions in 

H 

* This f>iml bekig afterwards corresjtond*- 

ing With the enemy, wa* onkied to quit the feknd, twuffae* 
w£Dt 10 America 
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the '.T^e» Indies, the? .fcmjf*:. 

raged, With dreadful" vmileaiee jOjandt so <• 

■of the seamen -and soldiers*' finished ‘daily* .', 

survivors were strjcM 3 with astonishment #tfcT-; 
horror at beholding the haitaick madd Jmbpng their " ' 

comrades ! ' ? •',.‘V- , P :}■>’/'; £■>" *."■ > ••' 

, Oeoe^!-T^ki»9(S^;4tdt ;hiir oaui^ ■ 

.exert^feitaa^ them,*!! • . /; 

pdwer. •IJnMppil^iieri^d.pfo.alte^kdWv&l^^- >»f; 
to withdraw die tro^-altogether from: St ';Bpmh#>, V \\ 

leaving durfidlk^and/'^ the /French " ; 

planters who .. had sworn all egp a #k ; to^m/^vero-, 
ment, to the mercy of their enemies, or to send, 
irom an already exhausted a.rmy, a small feinfbrce- . 
ment of men, tdfpefish probabty’in the sOme man- < 
ner as, those had done whose numbers drey Were 
scarcely sufficient to replace. : " V . 

The latter measure was adopted : in truth, the 
circumstances of the dasd ado^itedof no other. 

The remainder of the ,49th regiment, the? SOth, 
and Urn royals, amounting altogether to seven' or 
eight hundred men, were therefor# dispatched with 
all possible expedition ; and the safety of Jamaica 
was at length entrusted,. tO' less .••twr hundred' 
regular troops; . ' •'•■ , Y ’ 'f'C'/. 

The sudden appearance in St, iD^jhitiga of a 
reinforcement, though s mai l in itself, produced, 
however a considerable effect among the, French 
planters, by introducing a belief that the jRafitisb go- 
vernment was non' seriously resolved to follow 
the ; blow. In ; - -^e _ , beginning ^r:^cer&'ber',. J&e 
parishes of Jean'fKabel^.St-'hfjirev/Af’cahdye, and ^ ‘ , 
Boucassin, surrendered on the same conditions us 
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iqhm* Imd been granted to Jereraie ; end their example 
'*w 8t ®*> afterwards followed by the inhabitants of 
Leogaue. All the fomiei parishes are situated on 
the north side of foe Bight : Leogane on foe south. 

The British commanders now directed foeit 
views once more towards foe capture of Tiburon. 
Ttte defeat which our troops bad sustained in the 
lam attach of .font important post, served only 
to animate them to greater exertions ; but a con- 
siderable time unavoidably elapsed before foe ex- 
pedition took place ; foe interval being employed 
in securing - foe places which had surrtndci td 

>rw. On foe *4 1 St of January, however, the Comau 
dore touched at Jeremie with foe squad* oq, ana 
received foe troops on 1 jard , and the whole ai 
rived off Cape T&nron on the evening of . a hi *>♦ 
of February. 

The eriemy appeared in consideraBt Jorce, and 
seemed to waft foe arrival of the BntV with j«cui 
resolution ; but a few broadsides four *iu ship* 
soon cleat ed foe beach. They cam* to «aid ,<«rv 
ever again, as' foe flank comp** v>$ q->pir>a< ’n d 
foe sboie* and directed a general dib u gt »,i , 
quetry at foe boats; but out tioojV U" kd aud 
fount d in an instant, routed their ha* with gust 
riaughtei, afed Immediately took possession of the 
post The gallantry tff Major Spencer who < om 
mended, and of the officers and men who composed 
the flank companies., was pamcuUtly conspicu- 
ous. It scemii, indeed, to have betas a spirited 
ahd well conducted enterprize j throughout ; and 
it was happily t fleeted with the loss <ft only iluoe 
of the English killed, and seven wounded. Ot the 
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enemy, one hundred and fifty surrendered ci^p. 

era of war ; and their magazines were found replete 
with' ammunition,* 4 

By the possession of this post on the south, and 1 * : , 
that of the Mote at Cape St Nteholis on the ; 
north-western part of the island, fho British squad* 
ron commanded the navigation .of the', ward 
passage,,, and' 1 the - whole o£ tii&t ; 
which forms the Bight of Leogane, ■ ahdi^the '"eiqi- 
tore of the forts, shipping, and l ’Vj: 

•% ‘ * /.’■ .*/ 

• «* - ! <>' /’ t ” * - ; 1 

* 1 have tonce been informed by an officer of rank, who 

;ook a distinguished part in this enterprise, that the real Bain* ■. 
her of British killed and wounded was twenty-five. This ged- 
lien mo himself among th? vounlted. The generous gal- 
lantry <4 u com mo a sailor aamed Allen, belonging to the 
IVwlope, u«servt> to be recorded in this, place. Instead df 
retur.-'hoj to bi«* ship with the l)oats > aecordiDg to orders, after 
the troop were landed, the saSlorJuiaped-mf Sborp, swore that 
fu'iuo *roul' '-iveuiash at the Brigands, Butlt was necessary 
the tjnop- should follow up tbeir success, and it being found 
iinpoM'.ute to take all the wounded men along with them, 
many m those would have been left on the beach in a dark ' 

Mu,ht , liable to be massacred by a savage enemy j which honest - ' 

Jjuh perceiving, ne declared it was a nibrc ptea$i% task to' 
save the live* of these poor suffering niep, than fb kill half a ' 
score rebels. He therefore plunged into the water, the boats 
having ptudved od', ami by nard swimming, reached the Bound ; • 

Mor?p, lying near a mile from the shore, from her was 
sent tu his own ship, . Captain Rowley bi^hg by thir means ‘ ' 
informed of the actuation of the wounded' hheu, Uiarmed Rfa 
barge, and brought them all off himself f and With a Very com- 
' mendabl e attention towards such of tlremas dted i n the red^oval t * 
ordered the liehfenant tp read the funeral service averihem, by 
the light of a lank^rb^ore^heir .AMjeei to 

the deep* Allen, the sm!or> was reprimanded ’tor Ms breach of 
discipline# but rewarded with five pomnls for his humanity. 

VOL, m. W 
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Prince ; (the metropolis of the French colony) 
seemed more than probable, on the arrival o a 
large m^naarent now daily expected,, with much 

-Indie meanwhile, it was determined (now that 
die reason was pourable) in order that the troops 
hot eontinoe inactive, as well, as 
tate die meditated redaction Of Port ah l nnc^ 
to Attack mml, m important fortress^ in -tte:??* 
ck% .^Xeoganed Accordingly, on the 19* of 

February*, the flank • cdmpames, a detachment o 
the royal artillery, and of the 13 th re^mentrwit i 
sdnw colonial troops, having fcw^five-nalt-mch 
howitzers and two. four- pdundtws, marched froni 
thence under the command of Colonel White- 
locke, at, four in the morning. Baron de Monta- 
lembert,Vith about two hundred colonial troops, 
and a fe» of the “Mftfc artillery; were previously 
embarked mdausports, and ordered to land and 
attack the fort at an hour appointed. Captani 
Vincent, with the light infantry of the 4Pth, and 
aboAt eighty of the colonial troops, took a moun- 
tain VoMi ;wtete^onel WlHtelocke moved for- 
ward on the great" road, and took post just out of 
cannon-shot, waiting theumted attacks o tie 
Baron and jpaptek' detachments. The 

enemy i*#fo to cannonade . about seven o clock, 
and continued it with intd^als nil eleven^ when 
Colonel Smith, wi 

" the Wi**.' *d «■»># ;*.**»** f® *2 

upon the fet, »M»rtpd ’^5 

and 13* ir&mx*** # 
of Major Spencer, in order to give «tne .fbr *< 
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Baron’s people to 'latxd^ Cofortunately, freto tliiS;' %ha». 
mismanagement; ; of transports, the . 

troops- under the, prdfef^ihe >> 'Baron de Monts,- r' ; # , 
lembert could not be landed. Colonel White- " . 
lodke, therefore, finding he had nothing to; expect 
from them, the day bang cpn^det^hly:;advahe®d, 
now camp to : ...the' dpteminaibfci .,o| Wtptdora :.&e' 
fort by storm j- ' 

thegrenadiers of toe 4$fh regimdot,''<md’ ,, i’tiiO‘''%h^' : 
infantry of the ldth», to« join Captain .Vincent, 
and approach the fort by the mountain road, while 
he himself marched by the great road for tbe same 
purpose. ' At o’clock, the two columns niov- ' 
ed forward, and the monmnt the,.enemy,vdi^over- 
cd the march of Colonel -WbifeldckeV division, 
they commenced a very .heavy hjre ^sf cannon arid 
musquetry. Orders were'-im«pedia&iy', , giveh Upr"’. 
the column - to. advance. ' ; ftnd 
orders were gallantly and rapidly executed. At this,, 
instant, Lieutenant M’Kerrhs ' of the- engineers,, 
and Captain Hutchinson of the royals, wereboth 
wounded ; but they continued their exertions, 
notwithstanding, till tire fort was, in quret posses- 
sion of the victors.,.: , Our loss was : not §reat : ; but 
Captain Morsiiead (w ho had before received a shot . - 
in the body, whe^ gallantly mounting tbe hill) , 
with Lieutenant Tifliin '.of ^ .grenadiers, /' 
Lieutenant Caulfiej&^df:; auaid - 

some privates, were unfartun^l^hh^*^ up by an 
expto6ion.'ttfter..the jfiwdfc ' ypi^‘; : ^|plee«thV .'officer - „• 

who commanded^^llbg:')^ -poold bd- tpnger de- 
fend it, placed a : quantity !i|f ppivder and other 
combustibles in one of t^ holdings, which was • 
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chap, fired by ah unfortunate brigand, who perished iu 
> the c X pldsion. Cap»4|Por6h&d died the next 
day, ltd was interred - **: military honours, at- 
■ ' J fetidh W die British garrison ; .IientenantCaul- 
' -field lingered some time longer; and then followed 
' him to the grave ; but Iieutenaotl .TmUo reco- 

V* l y£xed* \ '•> ■ ; J ' t 

; , f Th6 tteit enterprise of om, gfolaht little wmy 

had a foss fovodirable tecm&tim* ..It was dmh' 

ed -adjust a strong post add abtdem^t;^ a P w* 

called toward, about eight miles bom Upe^ M. 
Nicholas, where a hardy race * 

; colony of Germans, had estabhshed themselves, 
and lived in unambitious poverty. A detachmen 
of two hundred men, from the different corps, 
were ordered on this service in two divisions, one 
of which was commanded by Major Spencer, ne 
brave 'and active officer already mentioned, -toe 
other by Lieutenant-Colonel Markham. Ot their 
proceedings during the attack, and their retr^t 
afterwards, I have not been furnished with the 
particulars. AU that is known to the public 
with certainty is, that our troops -wte repulsed by 
super for numbers,, mth the loss of forty, men but 
without any diminution of the national character. 

• • * lam il^aWi^'geatl^iWho tomt* me with 

the mforumUoMonveyed b.tbe no^tay. i 


h'* L ? Wtena ^ t ; the^amckv' ■. t , ■ 

• ‘‘advancing m Major c^encer s. .. , 
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It was allowed, ,even by the enemy, that they chap* 
fought bravely. They were defeated, not dismay- 
cd, by circumstances which probably they did not . *» 

foresee, and against which human prudence could 
not provide. ' 

This afflicting loss was but ill compensated, by 
the very distinguished honour which was soon af- 
terwards acquired by the few British troops that* 
had been left in possession of Cape Tiburon, under 
the command of Captain Harlyman, of the 1 Stir 
regiment, who were attacked on the 1 6th of AprjJ 
by an army of brigands, amounting to upwards of 
two thousand. The enemy’s force was led- on by 
Andrew ftigaud, a man of colour, who commanded 
at Lea CayeS, and was composed! of revolted ne- 
groes, and desperadoes of all descriptions, rapacious 
' after plunder, and thirsting for blood. This savage 
horde surrounded the fort about three o’clock in 
the morning. It was defended with much spirit 
until a quarter before nine, when the besieged, 
quitting the fort, assailed the assailants, and routed 
the besiegers with great slaughter, one hundred and 
seventy of their number being left dead on the 
held ; but when it was discovered that no less than 
twenty-eight Of our jpLjfont soldiers had lost their 
lives, and that one hundred and nine others were 
severely wounded it? the bloody contest, the shouts 
of triumph were suppressed by. gloomy redactions 
on dae forlorn condition of the army, it being 
mournfully evident that a few more strch victories * 
would annihilate tW victors 1 ' t 

The defence of-Fort L’Aeul, early in the same 
month, is also deserving particular notice. Cap- 
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chai*. tain Napierh&d thrcommand ; aqd fee was ably sup- 
v«*v«w ported fey Lieutenant Bambridgg, of the artillery, 
and lieutenant M'Kellan of the royals. The latter 
was stationed in the adjoining block-house. 

'Jfee enemy, fen this ocfeuaOrb; ^ducted their 
( v ; operations with '-such secreey that- it 

v .■ T/ wtts.supposedlhfey'OB.ust'h^e.lain'Woealed, aeon- 
♦siderablepart fef the n»gfet # in tfee ditch; as the, fiat 
* ■ ’ notice fcbfe>garrisba h^ of their apprcMcfe, was from 
a. loud yell which they ' uttered in endeavouring to 
jjpttidr the embrasures. T 

, The’ firing of our niorhing gtra was their signal 
of attack ; hut they seem not to have been apprised 
that previous thereto, by a full hour, it was the. con- 
stant practice of the British officers to have their 
ulen at the outposts under amis. - 

Being twice repulsed from the fort arid block- 
Ijouse, the enemy rallied and made a third attempt ; 
an instance of persevering bravery, unobserved until 
that time in their warfare. They were, however, 
finally driven o§‘; and .ware afterwards, pursued 
with great slaughter by a party pf French -royalist, 
under the coramaru} de Montalem- 

This whole feftfee British forte at this time in 
, all parts' - 0 $: St. Dotniogo - did, not, i believe,, 

amount to nhao fadfedrfsd, eifectw.e men, a number 
by the ptit&a in 

our ' p&essdfea and ;tfe|»i3apicf diminution which 
prevailed among Them* feouhfe oot fail to attract 
. observation amdhg^-aj|fo^5®(E^/joftM French inha- 
bitants j 'To . dispirit ’• star. pl&sfeand 1 entonhage , our 
enemies. .. Such of the planters as had hitherto 
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stood ‘iloof, sow begad to declare themself W 3 - 
tile; and desert^ps;rtpere frequent; 'from 
the parisl:ies-.that' : pd .sun»frddrod, y^At Jeahjfta&Y l: , ,;r.;r:v f ; 
bell, a ph*ce'wbidb^a; fetf : J^fore, had w o- •' , '' l' 

luntarily declared fr»:ihq;'B^j^^v^Braen^;the / ...* 
garrison consisting of two ifjfry of ow ' ••, ■;" -. 7 

supposed allies, ■ ' f . : '"; 

pelled theft to -del^^up \ • 

tbe'Erench general, 'and; it ! i ./ ' < 

<ed .that; ■tififlesS' 4 ■■ very.'.po werM^fddtJt»e|^eat .•"■ ■ 
shou}d ; «peedt|gf arrive,. to ; ,stred^hdi; tbe';Efrlt3*h *' '■ y- 
army, iniwiy^'dther places; Wdjfft iMfr'. «*- 
ample. 'r'f-J 1 '■■•'■ ■’ ‘ r 

> Eight 'months -had' trow elapsed' :^inde ^pp' 
render of Jereaiie, add jp all' ^ , 'thatv,interyial''-frdt ; a' , 

soldier had arrived froth 'Or^ ; 'Bfil»io',‘r'atjd -the 
want of camp equipage, .prp\^0jp%:'ahd".oecessa- i 
ries, was gm^du»lyielt.v; ; *il»e ; army 80feo^;dd^ot-' : : 
ed to inevitable destruction, apd disappointment 
and dismay were strongly rnarted in ihe -counte- 
nance of every map* At length* ' however,, on the 
19th of May, when expectation war nearly iosj; Ma ? 1 w - 
in dfespahv . it . wte'''awq<«»na?|d' .'that his Majesty’s, 
ships the Belliqueux apd the Ifresi^tible, with tfad 
Fly sloop, had cast h»ehor in t^jtaifrour of Cape 
St Nicholas, ' under. V-, • 

their cqnypy,; wifrt ; ' the hatetpiboV;; ifdin^anieB •;• oft 
‘board, ''df'die > $^dj’ ! :^Sdj and in- ■ 
fantryy^mdtirihe , .cajothandy^; ^gadier-Gewal 
. Whyte*;," Xhl$ .eve^ar^y; tfeeff 

sed inij aid theirani- 

niation oh this occasion was heightened by the 
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,^Np- ccMEi^dettjt pecta.€^ia>-4^|yt; ® bii: au Prince 
TsJy^ . '• woiaffj; i&b-^.c^<bcf of an 2lt|||j||fte ‘attack. It 
•■■ ' ‘ ■ that its harbour ships, 

., ,.', wejre syppos^t^fee laden with' the 

‘'■V f J'v,;^i^^- 'pTOdtic]^^^af' the ^lqbj’f'‘4^4,:',atlthough 

■•/■' "■ ; Entered 

' ,; ,. ’ ■ '!■ . and fifty, eonwiUsScfstet) '■ftte ddicieue^y, 

■:•'"• m nut«fod£& . wa? longer • the' subject of eomplaaflst' ’• 

1 .« # 'Every' oa^e anticipated to himself thg possession of 
great wfealth from theeaptttre.; &ad jttsfiy edn- 
duded that bis share of the prbe itnoaey would 
. •]. ; ? '’augment', hr diminish in 'an' ‘iove^j i |a'6j»^W» _ to 

themundjef of captors. \ '•■" ' "• "' ■ ■ 

. The' belief 'that 'P$V.m Prince ; would be the 
fii* 3 t object.; was well Founded ; and the 
road of AicahayO was fixed on as a place- 'af-. ren- 
dezvous for the men c#waf and transports. Ac- 
cordingly. General Whyte, haying landed: bis sick 
at Cape St Nicholas, and taken one hundred and 
fifty of the garrison in their room, proceeded on 
the- :23d to the place appointed, tp concert tnea- 
ffafife Commodore t F«fd^pj^l^<ie»ye. oh board 
- .sd:hAtfAh©!,c< 9 |oiHW _ -cb-o^ejraite 

• * with •tbe;Briti^:,ip -&k'. d^e 1 3'Olh 

the squadron fv&ti - east art- 
',/y'': dmrrhff. Port-yuf ^J^Upcp oQ^t^'hvemng of the 
Same day. was, > slsr(Ab'' -oC the 

■ v ,Moe, the, Edropa* l$e JW^oeu*^ the' .Iri^isfi^le, 
/. .;<• die' Sartre, ■ ‘titer 
. jailer w^seisV ‘ 

command ‘"of: Commodo^Eord’;^l|i»d'' the land 
' 'jGSt^v.uj^iw. ’the ■orders'' of .Cilfijoeftii Why#,' clip- 
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sisted of one ttoimnfl'fom bundled and sixty-five 
rank and file fit for duty. 

The whole force hting thus collected, and the 
necessary preparations’ made, a flag was sent* cmly 
the next morning, to demand the sur lender of the 
place ; hut the officer charged with .the dispatch 
was informed that oo flag would he admitted, and 
the letter was returned unopened.* It was now 
determined to commence operations by the can- 
nonade of Fort Bhotton, a fortress situated on 
a commanding eminence, well adapted to guard 
the appioach to the hat hour, and, defended by 
five hundred men, eight pieces of heavy cannon, 
and two mortars. Two hue of battle ships were 
ordeted to attack the sea-front, and a ingate was 
stationed close to the. store, to flank a ravine to 

f 

the eastward. From these vessels a brisk and 
wtll-diiccled fire was 'maintained fto several 
hours ; but as no great impression appeared 4o he 
made, Mujoi Spencer, with three hundred Bri- 
tish, and about five hundred of the colonial troops, 
was put on shote in the evening, within a mile of 
the fort, with orders to commence an attack on 
the side towards the land. On their arrival at a 
small distance firpm the scene of action, about 
eight o’clock at night, a most tremendous thunder- 
storm arose, accompanied witli a deluge of rain, 
of which, as it overpowered the sound of their 
approach the advanced guard,’ commanded by 
Captain Daniel, of the 4 1st, determined to take 
advantage. These brave men, sixty inly in num- 
ber, accordingly rushed forward, and finding a 
breach in the walls, entered with fixed, bayonets, 


io» 

atop. 

x. 
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CHAf. and becatne instantly masters of the fortress ; the 
besieged 4iV^ ; %bere throwing down their arms and 
\!cafl^'3i|»?lw8rcy; the movements 

of this ^Hairt band, and so unexpected was their 
: ■ sikcess, that .Mstjor Spencer, the commander, had 
'■ ' \ his'fetsiorfhe'safeitj of4 e whole party, of whose 
: situation berw«|''ik»^i^' ( 'fo«r > sotote htwji* I 

/ grieve to . * Sat Captajp ^aniel, , who so ■ 

• f BT p jy jfid t he ^ v ^^e d gOard Qn -this, occasion re- 
ceiv^>''i^^e'!iri3tupd in the attack/ while his brave 
assoeiatej Captam Wallace* the second in, cotn^ 
maM,;w^ most unfortunately killed oh the glacis. 

The possession of Fort Bizotton determined the 
fate of the capita), which was evacuated by the 
enemy on the 4th of June ; and the British com- 
manders were so fortunate a£ to preserve, not only 
the town itself hut also the shipping in the har- 
bour, from conflagration, although the repuidican 
commissioners had given orders and made prepa- 
rations for setting fire r to both. The commissioners 
themselves; with many of their adherents, among 
whom was the Mulatto Montbrun, commandant 
of their troops », made their escape over the moun- 
tains to Jaemel, carrying .with them, it is said, 
money and effects to a great atnoent. 

, jThus. ' P° rt , au 

Prince ; an event .which' -has proved not less pro- 
fitable than honourable to such of die officers and 
, soldiers by whom it was effected, as have lived to 
""•gpjoy the fruits pf^th^^^ry.l-.'fcv were 

captured in the harbour, twcHandf^twenty top^saii 
vessels, fully laden with sugar, indigo, and coffee, 
of which, thirteen were from threfc to five hundred 
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' ’ < 'V\ ' . ^ ,* , 

.tons burthen,, aoA 'the remamwig 
hundred and fifty to three hundred tdns ; bfesides 
ieven thousand -tow of shipping in wialt ; thevk- 
jhie of all whicbj at a moderate 
not be far short of 400, OQ0/. ' 


* ‘i 11 ' '*i **<}' * , “t *■' , T ».* \ ,i{ t , 

eiiamy'made'a'fecoiiil ' 


• ' >\ 

if*/ 
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Colonel) Bradshaw, This attack took place on tj^fthpf 
June j but the assailants Were prevented bringing : ^|r 
lery to bear on the fort*; by a heavy and we^-diieeied. fire 
from the Success frigate (Captain Roberts), stationed o$ the 
poinb eiose to whichj^he eannon must fca^ybeea conveyed y 
about ^doight,;<^ei^fore, the enemy, fr^m 1 the'cdvert : of an 
adjoining wof>d, began a general discharge of small armvaad 
continued to fire very vigorously lor several hours, but with 
little execution $ the fort having been made proof against 
musquetry. During this attack, as the great guns of the 
fort could not be pointed towards the Cfcemy with any cer- 
tainty of effect, Captain Bradshaw directed his men to remain 
quiet. By this judicious conduct the euediy were completely 
deceived 5 for interpreting the silence arid inactivity of the 
garrison to proceed from the effects of terror hnd the loss of 
men, they were encouraged, about, six In the morning, to 
attempt, in full force, to storm. The ewnsequences were 
fatal to them? Captain Bradshaw allowed them to approach 
within a small distance of the walls, when he opened so 
tremendous a fire, both from artillery and small krais, as in- 
stantly laid nearly 'brief half of their number breathless, and 
compelled the remainder to retreat .hi the utmost confusion, 
A sortie being, at the same time, made from the garrison, a 
great many were killed in the pursuit, and their discomfiture 
was 'decisive. ,/,'/* 1 ' i / 

The circumstances here related u^re unfortunately 
omitted in the first Edition of the HistO^cal Survey of St. 
Bomingo. , • :;;'■/ - *• ••* . V . ' " 4 
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CHAP. XI. 

Sickness among the troops, and the causes there- 
of. — Reinforcement. — Dreadful Mortality . — 
General Whyte is succeeded by Brigadier General 
Hot neck. — Lcogane taken by the Rebels — Tem- 
porary Successes of Lieutenant-Colonel Bris- 
bane at Artibonite. — Revolt of the Mulaitoes at, 
St. Marc. —At tack of Fort Bizotton. — Prepa- 
rations by Rigattd for another Attempt on Ttbu - 
ran.— The Post attacked <yi Christmas Day, 
and carried.— Gallant Defence add Escafte of the 
Garrison, and mlmchofy Fate of Lieutenant 
BaskcroiUc.— Lieutenant-Colonels Brisbane and 
Markham killed. — Observations and Strictures on 
the Conduct of the War* 

Prow the success which attended the British 
arms in the conquest of Port au Prince, it might 
have been hoped that we weie how to enter on the 
survey of brightcr*'prospects than those nbicli have 
hitherto presented themselves to our contempla- 
tion ; hot a melancholy reveise of fortune was 
soon to await the conquerors; for, immediately 
after possession was taken of the town, the same 
dreadful scourge — disease, exasperated to conta- 
gion, which had been so fatally prevalent among 
our troops in the preceding autumn, renewed its 
destructive progress ; and, on this occasion, it is 
not difficult to trace the proximate causes of so 
terrible a calamity. The situation of the town of 
Port au Prince has already been noticed. XJo* 

¥f 
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healthy in itself, if h surrounded by fortified CHAF. 
heights which command both the lines and the 
hkrbour ; and these heights are again commanded 
by others. Here the enemy on their retreat from 
town made their stand, in 4 the wed-founded con- 
fidence of receiving regular supplies of men, am- 
munition, and necessaries, from Les Cay-es, a sea- 
port on the southern coast, distent "only from 
Port au Prince, by a very easy road, about forty 
miles* No part* of St. Domingo possesses a 
more ready communication with the Fiench 
Islands to windwaid, Or with the states, of Ame- 
rica, than tho portdast mentioned ■; and from both 
these sources, reinforcements were actually re- 
ceived, and constantly poured into the enemy's 
camp. On this account the British commanders 
found it indispensably necessary to strengthen the 
lines, and raise additional intrerichinents and works 
on that side of the town which fronts the moun- 
tains. Thus a most severe and unusual burthen 
was imposed on the soldiers. They were com- 
pelled, with but little intermission, to dig the 
giound in the day, and to perform military duly 
in the night; exposed, in the one case, to the 
* 

* The harbour of Les Cayes was guarded by two small 
fots, each of which was furnished with only sit pieces of can- 
non, and a smaller battery, which mounted only five pieces. 

1 he number of white inhabitants belonging to the town were 
computed at eight hundred, but the people of colour had taken 
possession of it in the latter end of 1798, and ( Andrew ftigaud, 
a Mulatto, was matleeommamler inchicf andgovemor-general 
of the south side of the French part of Sit Domingo fits 
power was absolute, and his brother, of the same oast, was ap- 
pointed next iu command. These men Were invested with ibw 
authority by the two commissioners, Polveret ami Santhonax. 
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chai> burning rays- of the sun ; in the other, to the noxt- 
xs - ou8 dews and heavy rains of the climate. Such 
extraordinary and excessive labour imposed on 
. men, most of Whom had been actually confined six 
months on ship-board without fresh provisions or 
exercise, co-operating with the malignancy of the 
tZ+J* n«»ral consequent®.. The, 
dropt like the leaves in autumn, until at length, 
the garrison became so diminished and enfeebled, 
that deficiencies of the guards were oftentimes* 
made up from convalescents, who were scarcely 

abie to stand under their arms,* 

It i? true, %at a reinforcement came from the 
Windward Islands, soon after the surrender of the 
town ; — but, by a mournful fatality, this apparent 
augmentation of the strength of the garrison, con- 
tributed in an eminent degree to the rapid increase 
and aggravation of its miseries. On the 8th ot 
June, eight flank compares belonging to the 22d, 
23d, 35th, and 41st regiments, arrived at Port au 
Prince, under the command of Lieutenant Colo- 
nel Lenox. They consisted, on their embarkation, 
of about seventy men each, but the aggregate 
number, when landed, W nc>t quite three hun- 
dred. 'The-' companies, in parti- 

cular, were nearly annihilated. The frigate m 
which they were comv.yed, became a house oJ pcs - 
iilcnce. Upwards of one hundred . of their num- 
ber were buried in : the deep, in the short passage 

* ^ \»l ; 1 * ^ 1 '■ * 

* It was fortunate for the British army, that the French 
troops suffered by sickness almost as much as pm ° ® ' 
an Prince, would otherwise have been but* short tim‘ n our 
■ " possession. " , ‘ 
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between Guadaloupe and Jamaica, and one butt' chap., 
drctl and titty more were left in a dying state at 
Port Royal. '1 be « retched remain* of the whole 
detachment discovered, on their landing at Poit au 
Prince, that they eame—not to participate m the 
glories of conquest, but — to perish themselves 
within the walls of a hospital ! So rapid was the 
mortality in the British army, after their arrival, 
that no less than forty officers and upwards of six 
hundred rank and tile met an untimely death, with- 
out a contest with any other enemy than sickness, 
m the bhojt spade of two months after the sur- 
render of the tow u ! *, 

General Whyte, his health much impaired^ 
and hopeless, it may be presumed, of further tri- 
umphs with an army thus reduced and debilitated, 
now solicited and obtained permission to return 
to Europe. He was succeeded in the chief com- 
mand by Brigadier-General Horneek, who arriv- 
ed trom Jamaica about the middle of September; im. 
and if the requisite qualifications for such a sta- 
tion-firmness without arrogance, and conciliat- 
ing manners without weakness, could always en- 
sure success to the possessor, General Jiomeck 
would have brought good fortune with him. But 
the difficulties which the former commander would 
have had to encounter, had he remained in hi# 
station, devolved with aggravated weight on his 
successor. The only reinforcement which fol- 
lowed General llomeck, consisted of fifty men 
from Jamaica. Whatever tioops were promised 
or expected from Great Britain, none ai rived, 
until the expiration of seven months after General 
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/chap. Hornecic'had taken the command. Instead there- 
fore offctteropting new achievements, he was com- 
tfctW peii^ by irresistible necessity, to act chiefly on 
die defensive. The rebel Muiattoes, under Ri~ 
m ud, even became masters of Leogaxve, and satiat- 
• ed 'their vengeance by putting to death all such 
of the French planters, our allies, as unfortunately 

/ fell into tiiejr power. : . • 

On the other hand, the judicious exertions and 
rapid ;«ub<?essV of Lieutenant-Colonel Brisbane on 
the plain of Artibonite, had been for some time 
the subject of much applause, and had given biith 
to great expectation. The French inhabitants of 
Ihe town and neighbourhood of St. Marc, had 
been fill along more heartily disposed to co-ope- 
rate with die English, than any of their country- 
men. Colonel Brisbane bad not above fourscore 
British under his command . The rest of his little 
army was composed of the remains of Billons re- 
gimentj the^Si- Marc’s legion, the militia of the 
neighbouring parishes, and a body ol about' three 
hundred reluctant Spaniards from Verette ; the 
whole not exceeding twelve hundred men in arms. 
With this fbrce, properly distributed 1 , he had rout- 
ed the repubhoao troopr and rebel negroes m every 
quarter; and Oven brought the negro chiefs to so- 
licit permission to capitulate. Eight or ten thou- 
sand of these deluded wretches had actually sub- 
rnitted unconditionally, and many retura#» of 
their own accord, to the plantations of their mas- 
ters. But these promising appearances were of 
vfct continuance. White Colonel Brisbane was 
following up his successes in a .distant part of 
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Artibonite, the men of colour in foe 4own Of chap 
St. Mure, fiflrding the town itself Without troop*, 
had \iolated that promises of neutrality, and on 
the*f?fo of September, taken up arms on the part 
of tire republic, lotting t® death every man that 
fell in their is ay, whom they considered as an One- , 
ray to die French conimissiooers.^The' ^gawson, 
consisting of almut forty ' Britijfh tf ‘Wiwal«Kents, 
threw themselves into a .small fort on the' sea* 
shot®, winch' they gaftatsaSy fosfbpdedt for, two days, * 
when a higate came to their relief froth the Mole 
of Cape St Nicholas, add took them off.^Tbe 
ti lumjfo Of the Mulafctoes, 'however, was transient. 

Colonel l^sbane returning in force, attacked them . 
on the side of the land,. and recovered the town ; 
making Upwards of three handled' of foe insur- 
gent-, prisoners, end drmt$ fo^rw* over foe 
Artiboatte uvc“; but the- advantages Which he 
had obtained on the para %ere losMn the interim. 

The negro chiefs no longer offered t® capitulate, 
but appeared in grower force tlwn ever. Biring 
joint d by the fugitive Molattoea, they soon re- 
passed the river; and having procured in foe 
mean time pltnty of arms and ammunition, they 
threatened so formidable an attack on lb® town of 
St Marc, early in October, as to excite foe most 
serious apprehensions tor its safety. ’ 

Such was foe situation of aforirs, in, foe west- 
ern parts of St Domingo, aiioot th®. period oi 
General Ho» nock s atrivfd. The northern pro- 
vince (the Mol® Si, Nicholas 'and foe town of 
Fort Dauphin excepted) was entirely for possession 
of foe rebef negroes , and unhappily, in all Other 

vox, ni. n * 

* 
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ti*epAP< ’parts-. ^A|c61ony; : . the weakness of ihe British 
. '-was sO''#||enf, as not.tmiyto invite attack* from 

'««• the but also to encourage revolt «w*-C0O' 

' Spiraey &jhe posts in. oar possession* -«i' 
caiidi who commanded in the south, uow l6er 

• - mined to ,mke;a^: effort, for 

V- . Bizotton. The3fort--was -attack^. #dy m 

: the nwm4‘0f:%e,5^' of °°" 

luups>of tho enemy, auiouutihg ut ti*e whoe to 
about two thousand mer»:i but they were defeated 
witb\»eftt «laug¥er on their part, and with Uttle 
l¥s on ouitf& Captsin Grant, however, and .both 
his lieutenants, Clune? md ‘ Hamilton, were se- 
verelv wounded early in ; ffm; attack ;/ yet they 

• continued the* r efforts, '&*» nobly succeeded ; and 
General Williamson bore testimony to their good 


conduct and valour. • / '<• ■' „ tn 

Baffled in this atmck, -Eigahd ifosolved 
make another, jam! a more formidable attempt, for 
the recovery .. of Tihurom ,His -.intenUons weie 
; known, and h%pro',ect might haveV^ Seated 
, if any one, English ship pf rvar cpolf have been 

* ' • Colonel Brisbane liad 8Ca«%,^^'®'l* t,laUot ' s from 
• • St.MaNv^d mU*ii order and in 

- fore ft dark conspiracy was u&MI among some ot t « - 

inhabitants, mider the British protection, toehthm. « bu 
was hajipilydtscovered and defeated before .t brok, ^ mtojc 
tion. This happened the beginning of January, 17 ’ 

still more daring and dangerous plot was earned «m . Omont 
afterwards, in Portau Ww, ***** ™ the garns.*, erf P t 
all the English to death. T*to ^piraey ai,o W as.fortu,atelj 
diseove-t-d, and t vent)' of the eonspiratois being mmg 

- bcbiW-a council of war, reposed of the principal com- 
- ■ ganders by sea and land (among whom Were } 

officers) they Were all fudged » •«»* death > “ d Mteen 
them were accordingly shot en tire 18th of tebruary. 
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spared to watch his motions off the harbour of fHAP- 
Les Cayes, where jRigaud commanded, add from wyw 
whence he conveyed his artillery, ammunition, ^ 
and provisions. He proceeded, however, without 
interruption, in his preparations for die attack; 
and b»fc armament sailed from Les Cayes on the . 

23 d 'of December. His naval force consisted of 
one brig of sixteen guns,- and three schooners of 
fourteen gun# each;, and he had collected a body 
of three thousand men, of all colour* and de* 
sciiptions, eight hundred of which were troops of 
Jhe line. The attack. commenced on Christmas- 
day. The harbour was defended with infinite 
spirit, by the sloop King Gray^ontH a red-hot shot 
from the enemy took her magesioe, and caused her 
to blow up. The garrison, consisting of only 
four hundred and fifty "men, made a vigorous de- 
fence for four days, when, having; lost upwards of 
three hundred ot their .number, and finding the 
post no longer tenable, the survivors with unex- 
ampled bravery, fought their way for five miles 
through the enemy, and got safe to lioil. On 
this occasion, the British acknowledged themselves 
much indebted to the gallantry and good conduct 
of Monsieur de SevrS, commandant of the French * 
troops. M. du Plessis, the Lieutenant-Colond, 
and two other officers of the south legion were 
killed ui the fort. The loss of du Plessis was greatly 
felt and lamented, Lieutenant Baskerville was 
the only British office? who, by some unfortunate 
circumstance, was Unable to join his companions 
in their retreat; and this high-ipkited young 
man, with a resolution which, though a Christian 

N 2 
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aj|r. must condemn 3 t, a Roman would have approved, 
^ deftiai’^l^, Ittomph of his savage enhmy, who 
• woulffprotkbly have made him suffer a shameful 
death,, put a period to his own existence as Rigaiid 
: ^entep^d 1 the ft>rt . ’ 

: - ' With this dis&^trous occurrence terminated the 

■ year, ; 1 794 **'"' an^''here • I >hali, xlhafc' 'hVjf , ac&uat 
’ . •’ t>f the military tran^ctidnsi of 'the •Sritflh , '&rmy ; id 

St. Dpmihgp ; ■> for, itthough hostilities atie still 
continhed;%''^is\Ml^i^Vcodntry, : v it is, I lhitife, 
suiffickhtl,^ .a^pa!retft'j;*th,at :, aH hopes and expecta- 
■ , lions\-hf'‘iJHiinu% , ’sucoe^ :1 ’'are'' vanished ffpr • eveir 1 . 
The historian who shall recountt'he ‘events of ;t7P5, 
v , will have to lament .the mhumful and uhtimely 
deaths .of OHrtJ? hreye;'aad;,c!&i(sdient yphbg.«je 0 who 
, perl^adid'4a v 'Attiiwig the fore- 

< * tnost';of'.;.',these .iw$ JihnfenantrClblonel Thomas 
Brisbane, 'of whoto; honourable notice is taken 
•in the foregoing pages, .and whose gallantry and 
good conduct were not more; the subject of uni- 
versal adthit^dpft, titan his uhtin>e)jy»fate of uni- 
■ , 1 versaT fegfet. ' -/He' was kiUed A reChthioitring 

, par$y m Febrti&ify: "".By fitf “deads his ' .country 
wte deprived, at a most critical juncture, ■ of an 
ab)^ indeiftigable, •anA:Jntel%en.f ,, i^Biper, who had 
gained the affections of niost of the various descrip- 
tions of people under his command by -his kind- 
•'. ■ * neSs, ; and. "the ennhdenee M All by 'his courage, f 

* jMruor-Generat Williamson, ike latter end of the year, 
y . . ,J wasApgointed Governor-Geoerat of St. Jhwningo. Mearrived 

■ . ' :at , "Pprt’«.u PmceiaMay, ITOn,' 1 ; ’•* ’’ 

t He was a captain in the 49th raiment, and Iieftterianf * 
colonei of the colonial corps called the St. Mans's' Le^on. 
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The same fate, a month afterwards, awaited Lien- . chap. 
tenant- Colonel Markham, who perished in attack- 
, ing an out-post of the enemy's forces which were, 
at that time, laying siege to Fort Bizoiton. He fell 
as the detachment vtfas rapidly advancing to the 
charge. His survivor in command (the Hon* Cap- 
tain Colville) proceeded however with equal anima- 
tion ; the out-post was carried ; the colours of the 
enemy, and five piec.es of their cannon, were- taken, 
and some hundreds of their numbers slain on the 
spot; but the victory was dearly obtained by the 
loss of so enterprising and accomplished a leader. 

Yet it affords some consolation to reflect, that tlie.se 
brave young men, though cut off in the bloom of 
life, fell in the held of glbry, nobly exerting them- 
selves in the cause of their country, and dying 
amidst the blessings and ‘applauses of their compa- 
triots. Alas, how many of their youthful associ- 
ates, in this unhappy war, might have envied then! 

,-o glorious an exit! What numbers have perished 
— not in the held of honour — but on the lied ot 
sickness! — not amidst the shouts of victory — but 
the groans of despair ! — condemned to linger in the 
horror;, of pestilence; to fall without & conflict, and 
to die without renown ! * 


* The disease of which so many gallant man have perished 
is commonly known by tjie name of the yellow fever > Two 
writers of great ability (Dr. Ru&h of Philadelphia* and Dr, Ben- 
jamin Moseley of Pall Malb London) have treated fullyofthis 
dreadful calamity. The picture which the latter has gifeo of 
an unhappy patient of his in the West Indies* a young officer 
of great merit, in the last stage of this disease* aft^r four da}> 
illness* is drawn by ilie hand of a master, r * I arrived at the* 
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| . | v '' -’'V.-p, ^ , ,' i ’ f ‘ ’■/ 

and; the observations wtfch'f 
' I liaye the preceding pages, on the msuf- 

fidehcy of the means to the objects in view, are , 

: not Written' in the spirit of accusation against irien 
! in authority ; nor (if I knoW myself) jfe there any 
'" bias of party zeftlbn/tey judgment 11 '’ 
asserting that the '^It^ttOp'^npd : rescinds ; ef <3feeaf;, 
/. Britain were such as to a&rd a igreat^r hody of ‘ 
trppps' i '?pr;W%i6i to .■ -iwtjpfcr 

moment, that wa£ . aotuaHy sent ^ 

thither.' . ■![' "^re's'uii®e"' : 'no,| i to’’ Intrude : .into the ''na- 
tional councils, and am weU-appfi2ed that east- 
ing aUiances and pre-epga^ehtS , of the "State, 

were object® of important consideration to .his 
Majesty’s ministers. Nether can I affirm, that 

lodgings of this much esteemed young man (says the doctor) 
about four hours before his death. When I entered the room, 
he -was vomiting a black muddy cruor, and was Weeding at 
the nose. A bloody ichor was hosting from the corners of 
his eyes, and from his mouth and gums. , 'Hi* face was be- 
smeared with blood, and, with the duteess of his eyc^ it pre- 
sented a most distressing contrast to his natural visage. His 
abdomen was swelled, and inflated prodigiously. His body 
was ail over of a deep yellow, interspersed with livid spots. 
His hands and feet were of a livid hue; Every 4 part of him 
' was cold -excepting about his hkart. He bad a deep strong 
hiccup, but neither delirium nor coma} and was, at my first 
seeing him, as I thought, in his perfect senses. He looked at 
U<e changed appearance of tiis skin, and expressed, though he' 
could not speak; by bis sad countenance, that he knew life 
was^goon to yield up her citadel, now abandoning the rest of 
his body. Exhausted with vomiting, be at last was suffo- 
cated with the blood he was endeavotfKpg Wbring up, and 

m \,f Moseley on Tropical Diseases, »# editi'p* 449. 
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the" delays and obstructions, which prevented the 
arrival at the scene of action of some of the tie* 
tachments, until the return of the sickly season, 
were unavoidable. A thousand accidents and ca- 
sualties continually subvert and overthrow the best- 
laid schemes bf human contrivance/ We have seen 
considerable fleets detained by adverse winds, iu tue 
ports of Great Britain, foi many successive months^ 
and powerful ainiameuts have been driven back by 
storms and tempests after many unavailing at- 
tempts to reach the place of their destination. Thus, 
much I owe to candour ; but, at the same time, 1 
owe it also to truth, to avow iny opinion, that in 
case no greater force cook! have been* spared for’ 
the enterprise against St. Domingo, the enterpri?e 
itself ought not to have been undertaken. The ob- 
ject of the British ministers was avowedly to obtain 
possession of the whole of the French part of the 
country'. < That they placed great dependance On 
the co-opeiadon of the French inhabitants, and 
were grossly deceived in this expectation, 1 believe 
and admit ; but they ought surely to have foieseen, 
that a very Formidable opposition was to be ex- 
pected horn the partisans and trpops of the repub- 
lican govefipment , and they ought also to have 
known, that no considerable body of the French 
plautc.s could be expected to risk* their lives and 
fortunes m the common Cause, but in foil confidence 
of protection and support. In my own judgment, 
all the force which Great Britain could have sent 
thither, would not have been sufficient for the 
complete subjugation of the colony. It is asserted 
by competent judges, that no |gss than six thousand 


CHAP, 

St. 



184 . HISTORICAL SURVEY OF 

chap, men wre necessary for the secure maintenance of 
Port au Prince alone ; yet I do not believe, that the 
numbef of British, in all parts of St. iDomingo, at 
any one period pievious to the month Of April, 1795, 
exceeded two thousand two hundred, of whom, ex- 
cept at the capture of Port au Prince, not one half 
were fit for actne service; and during the hot and 
% sickly months of August, September, and October, 
not one third,* 

Perhaps the most fatal oversight in the conduct 
of the whole expedition, was the strange and un« 
accountable neglect of not securing the little port 
of Jacmei on the south side of the Island, previous 
lo the attack of Port mu prince. With that post 
on the one side of the peninsula, and the post ut 
Acul in our possession on the othci, all communi- 
cation between the southern and the two othei 

I 

* TJte following returns are authentic ; 
luiuro of the provincial troops in the service of the firtUfth 
government at bt. Doming), Decern bei, iT94« 

Rank smlfiW fit for cittty. Mok W 


At Part au Prince 

- - 496 * - 48 - 

* r»44 

Mole at .St. Nicholas - -09 • - 38 - 

* $47 

St. Marc 

. ata * ■ sal - 

- U34 

* 

1518 407 

)9$S 

Return of the British forces in the inland of St Domingo, 
S 1st December, 1794, 

# 

Jlrnk and fie effective. 'act. 


Port ail Prince? * 

, 566 - - 462 - 

- S$« 

Mole st Nicholas 

. 309 - - 166 - 

- 37 r> 

Jercmie * 

95 - - 59 - 

* 1 *»4 

Tiburon 

. - 54--18- 

* 5$ 

St Marc 

48 - - 83 - 

- 83 
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provinces would have been cut off; the nav%&' Chap.'' 
lion from the Windward Islands to Jamaica 
would have been ’made secure, while the (joshes*) . f 
sion of the two Capes which form the entrance 
into the Biaht of Leogaue (Si. Nicholas and Ti- 
buron) would have protected the homeward trade 
in its course through the Windward ■* Passage. 

Ail this might have been accomplished ; and I 
think it is all thui, in sound policy, ought to liaW* 
been attempted. As do J’ort au Prince, it would 
have been fortufiMe if the works had been de- 
stroyed, and the town evacuated immediately after 

its surrender. 1 

* * 

The retention by the enemy "of Jacmel and* 

Lcs Cayes, not only enabled the* to procure 
leinfoi cements and supplies, but also most 
amply to revenge our attempts cm their coasts, by / 
reprisals on our trade. It is known, tk-t upwards 
of thirty privateers, some of them of considerable 
force, ba\e been fitted out from those ports, whose 
rapacity and \ igilunce scarce a vessel bound from 
the Windward Islands to Jamaica could escape. 

The prizes winch they made, in a few short 
months, abundantly compensated for the loss of 
then si dps at Port au Prince.* 

* The following is a list of vessels bound to Jamaica, 
which were taken and carried into Lesfc&ves, between June 
1794 and J n»c 1 795, most of them laden with dry goods, pro- 
visions, and plantation stores, and manyofthcra of great value 

Tw«n 

The Edward, Win. Marshall, 13th June 1794, Bristol* 

Fame. Robt Hall, July * I. and Cork 

Beilona, Tims. White. - - Liverpool 

Hope, ,Wm **wan. 





After aft, though I have averted nothing 
which JL 4q ?*3Qt believe to be true, I will honestly 
admit, that many important facts and circum- 
stanced unknown to me, very probably existed, an 
acquaintance with which is indispensably neces- 
sary to enable any man to form a cowet judg- 
ment of the measures which wete pursued on this 
occasion. To a writer, Siting with < exposure in 
his closet, with a partial display of facts before 
him, it is mt difficult b^sk-tb point out faults and 
mistakes, m the '.conduct nf public afrairS ; and 
c-veo where mistakes are discovered, the wisdom 
of after-knowledge is very cheaply acquired. It 
is the lot of our nature, that the best-concerted 


* 


From 

ThcMolly, Peter Mawdsley , Sth Mar. I7»i, Africa, SOOnegroes. 
Hodge, Geo. Brown, lfoh Ditto, - Liverpool. 
William, Thoa. Calloine, 20th Ditto. 

Bell, Archd. Weir, Ditto, • - Greenock 

Bustler,- — - Sewell, - - a transport 

Dmid, Wilson, 14th March, - Leith. 

Martha, Wm Reid, Slst March, * London. 

Alexander, Benjn Moor, 1 7th April, Glasgow 

Lovely Peggy, Peter Murphy 
k Swallow, Lachlan Fass, toth May 
Dunmore, Stephen Cowmck, 2tnh May, London. 

Maria, — Wilkinson, « - Ditto. 

Minerva, — —— -Robertson, 4th .lime, Africa, 4 Sonegrop * 
General Mathew, Thas Douglas, 8th Ditto, London 
A schooner, nameforgot, Adam Walker, 22d Do Glasgow 

Hope, Hamblelnn, 22d Ditto, * Ditto. 

Caledonia,-— H unter, 25th Ditto, Leith, last from London 

Molly, Simpson, 27th Ditto, ” - ‘Glasgow, 

Resolution, Taunton, 20th Ditto, - Hull. 


And several vessels belonging to Kingston, names forgot. 
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plans i of , human policy ' ' are ■ subject;, to : 
which the itieanesf obser yter^will 
tect. ■“ iWhand (a^ir-.a^ 

“ cannot build a hovel, ihay^^iiolisb'' «*Ap« r - v .;’ 

“lace.” ■ . ■ . > ..v , ’ 

But a new scenenojydpens for i 


and reflection, arising from ir 
since I bega^f my wprft < -;|bati-thC :: S _ 
menf has formally needed , 'to ' tbf :-'B^ibk|ic ; of $ 
France the whole of this great and ^mife islamd 
in' perpetual i -so’reni^t|'Jv' i So; : ejt»aor4iriary' 'a. 
circumstance will doubtless gjtffibirtb •'if ■lifouchf;; \ 
speculaffbtt 'arid -inqjjSry^iiia^ $M-\ c^certtTtijg v the A . : .• 
value hud., ,jext*mt:df as tbe ■'' 1 * ,. 
present ‘ disposition the' ■ 

Spanish inhabitants. this transfer 

of their allegiance from a to a .rejmb-'v;'' 

lican government, made, ;is,' with- ' 

out their previous consent o'r %npf jef |e : or may. 
reasonable expectations be encouraged, that , they 
will now cordially co-operate with the English, in 
reducing the country to thb British dotninioh?. 
Will such assistance effect the re-establishment of 

' ‘ 1 4 < 1 * f ; • * 

subordination and good government among ? the 
vast body of revolted negroes? These arc deep 
questions, the investigation of which will 
inquiries of »t3l greater magnitude Y’jffi,' ' 

we consider, the possession, by an active and in- % 
dustrious people, of so vast a field for enterprise 
and improvement on die one’ hand, dr the triumph 
of successful revolt and savage’ atiarchy otf^the 
other, it. appears to mb that the future fate and 

profits^ existence of the British fjsnipriefr in ;V; 

' ‘ ,/ '* 4 1 - ■■ • 
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this j>art of the world, are involved in the issue. 
OHiftU the*fl^and various collateral subjects, I re* 
gret that I do not possess the means of giving 
touch satisfaction to the reader. Such informa- 
tion,' however, as i have collected on some of the 
preceding inquiries, and such reflections as occur to 
me on others, will, he found in the ensuing chapter, 
n liich concludes iny wori. 
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CHAP. Xlt. 

* f* , * 

Ancient State of the Spanish Colony* —The JTSwwj 

of Si- t Domingo established by Bartholomew Co * 

/mmWi /w 149^.— Pillaged by Drake in 1 £$&«*■ 
Conjectures and Reflections concerning its present 
Condition, and t*a State of Agriculture in the m- 
hnur Country.— Fftmbers and Character of the 
present Inhabit ants. —Their Animosity tomrds the 
French Planters, and Jealousy of the English.— 
Conjatuns concerning the future Situation of the 
whole Island; and some concluding Reflations. 

lA r 

I'm. Spani*h colony in Hispaniola (the name St. chai» 
Domingo being properly applicable to the chief 
city only) w at. the earliest establishment made by 
the nations of Europe' in the New World; and 
unhappily, it is too notorious to be denied, that it 
was an c-mbhshmcul founded in rapacity and ce- 
mented v nh human blood ' The sole object of 
the first Spanish adventurers wa- to ransack the 
bow els of the earth foi silver and gold ; in which 
frantic pursuit, they murdered at least a million 
of the pi an fnl and inoffensive natives! As the 
mines became exhausted, a few of the more in- 
dustrious of the Spaniards entered on the cultiva- 
tion of cacao, gmgir. and sugar , but the poverty 
iif tire greater part of the inhabitants, and the 
discovery of new mines in Mexico, occasioned a 
prodigious emigration the experience of past ^ 
disappointments not proving sufficiently powerful 
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s chap to care the^rag© for squiring wealth by a shorter 
\ cows® that*- that of patient iadustry. In less titan 

A century, therefore, Hispaniola was nearly desert- 
■i ed> and nothing pieserved it as a colony, but the 

establishment of archiepiscopal government in its 
chief city, St Domingo ; and its being for many 
years the seat of civil and criminal juiisdiction, in 
cases of appeal, from all the territories of Spain in 
this part of the world.* 

The settlement of the French in the* western 
part of the island, of the origin, of which I have 
alieady given an accoUql, .though the primary 
cause of hciertitary and irrfecohcileable enmity be- 
tween the two colonies was, however, productive 
of good even to the Spaniards themselves. As the 
French settlers increased in number, and their 
plantations I'eramd enlarged, they wanted oxen 
for their markets, and horses for their imils* 
These their neighbours were able to supply with- 
out much exertion of lahom ; and thus an inter- 
course was created, which has continued to thf 
pieseot day; the Spaniards receiving, through 
the French, the manufactures of JSuiope, in ex- 
change for cattle. The example too, before their 
eyes, of Successful industry and growing prosperity, 
was not wholly without its effect The cultiva- 
tion of sugar, whicn bad diminished neark to 
nothing, was revived in different parts of the 
Spanish territory, and plantations were established 
of cacao, indigo, ginger, and tobacco. The quan 

* 'ihe administration of justice throughout Spanish Ame- 
rica is at present divided into twelve courts of audtme, our 
‘ only of Which is at St, Domingo. 
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tity of sugar exported in the beginning of the pre- CHaf. 
«ent centals, is said to have amounted yearly to 
15,000 rhtsts, each of ’7 cwt. *' 

Tito country itself be$ttg evidently more moun- 
tainous in the cenjpdi and eastern than in the 
western parts, it is probable that the Spanish ter- , 
ritory is, on the whole, naturally less fertile .than 
that ot the French ; but mucl) the greater portion 
of the i land remained, until the late treaty, under 
the Spanish dominion ; and of that, by for the 
majtu part continues at this hour an unproduc- 
tive wddu ness. On dW northern coast, the line 
of division l»egan at 'the river Massacre, and, 
crossing the country somewhat irregularly, termi- . 
natal on the southern side, at a small hay called 
Lea Auces & Pitre ; leaving nearly two- thirds of 
the who!** island in the possession of Spain Pro- 
ceeding eastward along the shore from the boun- 
dary on the north, the drat place of note is Monte 
Christ!, a town which formerly grew to import- 
ance by oontraliaud traffic with North America, 
but is now i educed to a miserable village, the 
abode ot a few fishermen ; and the sort minding 
country exhibits a melancholy piospect of neglect 
and sin liny . The river St, Jago runs into the 

sea at t l >is place ; on the hanks of which, at some 
distant e inland, are grazing farms of consider- 
able extent. From the mouth of this river, for 
the space of fifteen leagues, to Punta Isabella (the 
cite of the first settlement established by Christo- 
pher Columbus) the soil, though capable of -im- 
provement, exhibits no sign of cultivation. From 
1 sabella to old Cape Francois (with the exception 
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-a$td named, after « 
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ta 

at 


curious, I 


wye, that astouebyo^'foe Mly«K»k there is 
no citie in Spaine, ft -much % «i-»iuche (oo 
hot Bars&QM, Vtnebe l havpfifomtyints s^enej 
that is to bee prdfcrted $tefor® &i|* generally^* 
For the houibes of $ao Poowfiaro are for the 
most* parte of stone, m arc they of Barsaltma 
The situation is t»»cbe fester tha that of Bbt* 
mlma, by reason »H **» streates we iro*b 
larget; and ph*y«er ? «4 without tvfwwym 
more’^rerte and #trsA^ forth- being# 
buyl^'dtio^in oart^i^lesyde ti^coinmOditif 
of the place of the j^pndsfaon, the stream acre 
also directed with fosde, measure ; 

vlmm it arc#tth al the cities « en «- 
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“ It hatfc the sea sq h|i¥, thU of une syde there 5s chap 
“ ho mffco spate betwen the >$i,and the cure, JJb 
“%j|0 the battles. Oh the otliH* fwtrte, hard by 
“l&fc syde and atdhfe fotiigt «f the houses, passeth 
‘^c lyver Osavwi, #hiche is a majrveybus perte ; 

Wheiein laden shyppes ryse very mere to the 
“ lande, and iu manner tmd# the house wtan- 
“ doives. In tiie myddest of the cftle is jtp wr- 
“ tresse and castle , the port or ha^W^sd/ls so 
“ fayie and commodtp*^ to or unlade 

“ shyppes, as the lykp fewe places 

“ ^£the wad#> hie id 4ns 

awaWt syw Wmdreth m nut«l* v r» anti 
“ £mh houses as I have spoken of before ; of the • 

“ Which sum ate so tajrc and large that the} 

“ tnaye well reteave otui lodge any lot tie oi nokie 
“ auanne oi S payne, with Rif itayne and iamilk , 

“and cs|Kt tally that wbioh Don Dtfoo ('dvtt, 

“ viecTO 1 ) uudei your majesties hath in this eilic, 

“issue he that 1 knowe no man in Spavne that 
“hath the lyke f by a quartet, iu goodnesse, eon- 
“jjpytlterynjre ail the govimioditks of the same 
** Lik nvst the situation thereof 1 as heinge above 
“the snde poite, and altogythei of stone, and 
“ has vngr tiiuny hiire and large lootnes, with as 
“ ^brily ,t piospetl of the lande and sea as may 
“ b£ d* vysed, soemeth unto mt so amgntftcal and 
“ print dyke, that ypuf iuajestie may bee as well 
“ lodged thei em as ‘in d&ty oi tin* moste mtquisite 
“ budded houses of Spayoe. There is also a ca- 
^ifcpirall < liuiohe bu\ldtd of kte, where, as tftjll 
“ l^t^shop accord) ng to his ^guiUe, <t\ ako 
“ Hi# clones, arc wol indued. Tluft chutch is 
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“ well buylded ot stone and lyme, and of good 
“ woi kemanshy pj|e.* There are further-more 
“ tin oc monasteries btaryng the names of Sayfet 
‘ { Dominike, Saynt Fi auces, and Saynt Mary of 
"Meicedo-*, the wbiche are* well buyldtd, al- 
“ though not so cut iouslye as tin y of Spayne. 
** Thuc is also a v$ry good hospital! loi the ayde 
“ and succoui of pore people, whiciie was found- 
*' ed by Michaell Passamont, tlneasuter to yonr 
“ majestic. To conclude, this citie fro day to day 
“ increa-ifth in uellh and good oidu, tv- wol fm 
“ that the sayde adinvrolPapd viceioy, with tiie 
“ loide cbauncctoure and counsayle appointed 
“ there by your majestie, have tbeyi continual! 
c * abydyuage here, as also that the rychest me£i of 
*' the ilandf icsoit by tiier, for tbyre muste com- 
“ modio h habitation ami trade of such meicbaun- 
“ dies as are ty tiler brought owt of Spayne, or 
‘ c sent tbyihet fioni this llarnl, which none so 
** abumttth ju many thyngts. that it sn veth 
“ Spayne with many commodities, as it were with 
“ ustuy recjuityng suih benefited it lyist re- 
“ ceaved ftom theme.”) 

It is piobahk that St. Domingo liad now at- 
tained the summit of its prospet ity. About sixty 
yetns afterwards (1st January, t >8b) it was ^at- 
tacked by Sir IVanci, Drake; a narrative ot whose 

* To this cstbeural wm conveyed, from the C arthusi&n 
Monastery ui Mville, Cue remains oi Christopher ( ulujnbuv 
who expired at Valladolid on the 20th of May, 1506. It w«* 
his dying request that bw body should bp interred in ht. 
Doniiiit’o 

t From a translation by RMiard Eden, printed, London 
1555, m bkekdener. 
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expedition, by an eye-witn«s, it, preset ved in'llak- cttAi\ 
luyt s Collection ; from winch it apjjeai s, that it was, 
even then, a city of great extent and magnificence ; 
and it is shocking to relate, that, after a month’s pos- 
session, Drain thought himself authorized, by the 
laws of wai, to destroy it by fire. “ We sptut the 
early part of the mornings (says the historian of the 
voyage) in fireing the outmost houses; but they 
being butii very magnificently of stone, with high 
loftes, gave us no small travel I to ruin them. And 
albeit, for divers dayes together, we oideiued erh 
morning hy day-break, until the heat began at nine 
of the cloche, that ttvo hundred manners did nought 
els but labour to fire and* burn the said houses, • 
whilst the ‘•ouldiers in a like proportion, stood forth 
foi their gnaid ; yet did we pot, or could not, in this 
time, coiMime so much as one third part ol the 
towne; and so m the end, wearied with ^ring, we 
were conk uted to accept of five and twenty thou- 
sand ducat-, of five shillings au*l sixpence the peeee, 
tor the lansomr of the rest of the towne.”* 

* Ilie follow mg anecdote, jeUted bj the same author, is 
too htr*kmi> to be overlooked, I shall ijuofe his own word* p 
During tht - 1 a) offlin* Imgli^h army o» trn city, u it chanced 
that the general ^ tit on a menage to the Spanish governor, a 
netffo hov with a of white, signifying truce, as is the 
Spatvyurdb onhnarie manner to do there, when they approach 
to *pcnh to us? which boy unhappily was first met vuthtdl 
by some of those who had been belonging as officer* for the 
hang in the Spanish galley, which, with the towne, was 
l&tety fallen into oar hands, who, without all order or reason, 
and contrary to that good usatre wherewith wee had inter- 
tamedtheir messengers, furiously strooke the poor boy thorow 
the body, with which wound the boy returned to tine gene- 
ral, and, after ke had declared the manlier of this wrongful! 
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cm v. Of the present conation of tliis ancient city, 

the number of its inhabitants, and the commerce 
which they support, 1 can obtain no account on 
which I can depend. That it hath been long in 
its decline 1 have no doubt; but that it is wholly 
depopulated and ip ruins, as Raynal «»sseit\ I do 
not believe. The cathedral and other public 
buildings are still in being, and were lately the 
residence of a considerable body of eleigy and 
iawyeis. The city continued also, while uudei 
the Spanish government, the diocese ot an arch 
bishop, to whom, it is said* the bishops ol St. Jago 
in Cuba, Venezuela in New Spain, and St John's 
in Poi to Rico, were suffragans. Those circum- 
stances have hitherto saved St. Domingo from -en- 
tn e decay, and may possibly continue to save it. 
V ith this very defective information the leader 
must be content. - As little serins to he known 
concerning the state o| agriculture in the Spanish 

irtieltie, died forthwith in preface * whuewifh the ge- 
neral] being grciitly passion'd* commanded — thr provost 
martial! to cause a couple of Fuels, then pr>on* is, to be mP* 
ried (othe same place where the bov stroke n, and there 
presently to be ham.*sd, dispute hmg, at the aamo instant, 
another poor prisoner, wdh the rt >son wherefore this execu- 
tion wa$ flour, and with thu furthei message, that until! the 
party who had thu-? muroered the genera !*•* r, were 

delivered into oar Lunds to recei s e condigne punishment, 
there should no da\ wherein there should not two 

prisoners be hanged, until they were utl consumed which 
were in 00: hand 4 ? Whereupon the da) following, hee that 
had been captalne of the kinerV galley, brought the offender 
to the tow ne s end, offering to deliver him into 0Uf 
but it was thought to be rnme hanoafcafete 
them there, in our sight, to perform tW ^xectiw*! 
selves, which was done accordingly^^ 
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possessions in this island, as of their capital and 
copimerce. A few planters are said to cultivate 
cacao, tobacco, and sugar, foi their oh n expendi- 
ture; and perhaps some small quantities of each 
are still exported fot* * *** consumption in Spain. The 
chief article ol exportation, however, continues to 
be', wlial it always has licen since the mines were 
abandom d. the hides of horned rattle: which hive 
multiplied to such a degree, that the proprietors 
are said to reckon 'them by thousands ; and vast 
nunibeis (as I believe I We Elsewhere observed) 
arc annually slaughtered solely fot the skins.* 

It seems therefore extreme iy probable, that the 
cultivation of tiie eajfth is almost entirely neglected 
throughout the whole of the .Spanish dominion in 
this island ; and that sortie. of thy finest tracts of 
land in the w orld, once the paradise of a simple 
and innocent people, are now abandoned to the 
beasts ol the field, and the, vulture-, which hover 
round ihem.| 

Of this description, pi nimbly, i- the country 
altfady nun tinned, called Los Llanos, which 
.stretches ta tward from Ute capital upwards of 
fourscox fbitish mihs in length, by twenty or 
twent' -five in width, and which, abounding in 
riveis 'luuughout. may be supposed adapted for 

* It said that a ( ompmy was formed at fUiudona in 
1757, wHtaAd^tve pi alleges, for the re-cstablisUment of 
commerce in the Spanish part of Do- 
H&ow not with uii.it success , 

Galhmzu, 01 \uien< an vuluur» t a >efy ravenous 
and that feeds on carrion. These fords abound in 

{It; JJojjpiflgo, and detour the carcases of the caSfcilc as &oon 

*** Stripped off by the hunters. 

v ^ I 
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Chap, the growth of every tropical pi eduction : it seems 
wsw capable also of being artificially flooded in dry 
weather. * 

Next to Los Xdanos in magnitude, but superior, 
it is believed, in native fertility, is the noble valley 
tot the north', called Vega Heal; through the 
' 'middle of which flows the river Yuna, for the 
space of fifty miles, and disembogues in Santana 
bay to tlie east. Pei haps it were no exaggeration 
to say, that this and the lormef distncts are alone 
capable of producing mo|g Sugar, and other valu- 
able commodities than alfthe British West Indies 
put together. 

These plains, however, though in contiguity 
tiie largest, are not* the only .parts of the country 
on which nature has bestowed extraordinary fer- 
tility. Glades abundantly rich, easy of access, and 
obvious to cultivation, are every where found even 
. in the bosom of the mountain? ; while the moun- 
tains themselves contribute to fertilize the valleys 
which they encircle. 

Proceeding westward along the southern court, 
from the capital to the river Ni< va, tin country is 
said to be subject to excessive di oughts, hut here 
too, the beneficence of nature has provided a re- 
medy for this inconvenience, in a thousand tieau- 
tiful rivulets, which, descending from the distant 
mountains, intersect the low lands in vauous di- 
rections. Of thib nevqr-failing, resource, even the 
aboriginal natives, ignorant as we suppose them 
to have ken, knew how to avail themselves by 
flooding theh lands therefrom in the dry season :* 

. * Vick sol. 1 j>. icra. 
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— and it is probable that borne otihe earliest of the CHAP. 
Spanish settlers followed tiieir example ; for it i$ 
evident that many spots., in this great tract were 
formerly covered with v plantntians bpth w* sugar 
and indigo; their sites being marked out by the 
ruins of anrient buildings, w hied .could have been' 
erected only for the manufacture of those articles. 1 
Amidst the wilderness of thickets 'and ’ weeds, which 
now defoim ami encumber the g^n|hd, are dis- 
covered many valuable growths iu «t state of wild 
luxuriance, such as (lykcactUi of several varieties, 
the indigo plant, — a of cotton of tyhich the 

wool is reddish, aud some others ; pointing out to 
the present slothful possessors, that line of cultiva- 
tion which would torn to profitable account, even 
in spots to which water could not easily be con- 
ducted. With this auxiliaro tbeie is no icason to 
4oubt that every prod action of the tropics might 
be raised throughout this district, m the utmost 
plenty and perfection. 

By much (he greater part of this extensive 
thnge, howtver. remains as nature originally cre- 
ated it; coveted with woods of immense growth 
and luxuriant foliage, with very little underwood. 

The mahogany the cedar, the guaiacum, tjaft bittejp* 
ash, tin fustic, aud a thousand others, here flou- 
rish, and die unmolested. In some places are vast 
grovts of the latanier or thatch-palm, the sight of 
which always gives pleasure to the beholder, not 
more from the singulai conformation and beauty of 
the .free itself, than fioui the circumstance that it 
indicates, with unerring certainty, a rich and deep 
seal underneath. 
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The great o^taele to the re-establishment of 
towus ami settlements on the soutbi 1 n coast, arises 
from tiie instifhciency of its {>orts and harbours 
many cfll the shipping pl&ees being nothing more 
than open boys, which, in the autumnal months, lie 
exposed to the’ fury of storms and hurricanes. The 
harbour of St Domingo, which w as formerly sup- 
posed to be commodious and secuic, has become, 
in the cours? of years, too sliallow to admit ships of 
lajge burthen ;j*~but its loss, might be happily sup- 
plied, at the distance of ioxiH&fen. leagues to the west- 
ward, in the bay of Ocoa a spacious ialet, com- 
prehending tw o most safe and commodious ports, 
named {Mkrtt and Puerto ftiep. The very advan- 
tageous position of this great bay, in the centre of 
the southern pari of the island ; — in tlte track, and 
almost in sight of ship? bound to Jamaica and the 
Mexican (inlph -the safety and security which it 
offers at oil seasons of the year, in the two subordi- 
nate ports before mentioned ; — all the^c «.i< circum- 
stances of importance; and they will, without 
doubt, attract the notice of the French < bn eminent, 
whoever it shall hereafter attempt to toim any 
considerable establishment in die late Spanish part 
of this $tmt countr y .* 

* of ukutis giver* in the nbpve &nd tue pi ?i eding 
page, i A addid shi'e thi % former edition i he author 
douved bis information from u tetter to the Fruw It Direc- 
tory Vviitt^n m l?W, by certain employed 

to examine the eastern part flf fct T>on&ingo> amt report lo 
the Do(ttor\ f oh( i erning ilb a^nculturf and prodottuni. 
1 hi* 1c ttc r, wimh o nv only of a large fefncfi, having 

bet n sent by a scssil that wa b captured by a British 
< ruisei, was pui into the hands of the author, #udj at> fair 
it goc s, h very intelligent and satisfactory * It ibto be kopdd the 
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Thus scanty and unintei esting^is the best ac- 
count I have to give of the territory itself ; nor is 
ttty tnfornyUion much vfflore porfcci concerning 
the number and condith^JOf the people by u hum 
it is at pi writ inhabited. The earliest detach- 
ments from Old Spain were undoubtedly nume- 
rous. Hen era, an accurate and well-informed 
historian, reckons that there Were, at one period, 
no less than 14,000 Castilians, in Hispaniola. 
Such was the renown. Of its riches, that men of 
all ranks and conditwris irsorted thither, m the 
fond expectation of $raji&ng m the golden harvest. 
Its mines, indeed, were very productive. Robert- 
son relates, that they continued for many years 
to yield a levcnoe of 460,000 pesos.* In con 
teasting this fact with an .anecdote which I have 
elsewhere | recorded, that, the inhabitants, at the 
time of Drake’s invasion* were so wretchedly poor, 
as to be comjielled to us£, in barter among them- 
selves, pitus of leaf fur as a substitute for money, 
we an I mulshed with a striking proof that the 
thie way to acquire riches, is not b\ digging into 
tlio bowels, but by improving the surface of the 
earth Not having any manufactures, nor the 
jBoductions ol agriculture, to offer in exchange 
tor ilu mccssaiies and conveniences of life, all 
then gold had soon found its way to Europe ; 
and when the mines became exhausted, their 

remainder of the correspondence Will some time or other be 
made public, a 1 * the workers ippear to be men of science ind 
observation. 

* Upward# of 100,000*. sterling. 

t Vol i Book Od, 
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chap penury was extreme ; and sloth, depopulation, 
and degeneracy, were its neoessaiy consequent 

' * ces ' * . y 

The introduction ipto#iis island of fidgtoes from 

Africa, ot which I have elsewhete paced the ori- 

and cause, t took place at an eaily period. 

This resource did dot, however, greatly contribute 

to augment the population of the colony ; for such 

of the w bites 1 as removed to the continent, in search 

of richer thinei and, better fortune, commonly took 

their negpqes With them , and die small-pox, a few 

years afterwards, destroyed^pfigdigious fidmbers of 

others. In 17I7> the whole number Of inhabi* 

tants under the Spanish dominion, of all ages Add 

conditions, enslaved and free, vyeie no more than 

1 &,41d, ana since that time, t oftneeive, they haye 

ratherMimiflished than increased. Of pure whifetf * 

(in contradistinction to the peoplp of mixed, 

blood) the number is undoubtedly very im-oiwkfor- 

able ; perhaps not 3,00£> in the whole 

* The gross ignorance of considering goU and silver as 
teat instead of artificial wealth, and the folly o i neglecting 
agriculture for the sake of exploring mines* haw been Well 
exposed by Abh6 K^yn&l; whoooirp*refe the conduct of the 
Spaniards it) thia respect, to that of the dog in the fable, 
dropping the piece of meat which he hud m his mouth, to 
catch at the shadow of it in the water 

t Book iv f 2 A curious circumstance was, however, 
omitted* When the Portuguese first began the tiaffii m ne- 
groes, applicatidit) was made to the Pope to s&atfflty ibe trade 
by a bull, which hit, Holiness feinted accordingly, la conse- 
quence of ihis permission and 1 authority* a very considerable 
Slave-market was established at Lisbon* insomuch, that about 
the year lb39, horn 10 to 12,000 negroes were sold there 
annually 
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The hereditary and nnexlingui&hable animosity 
between the Spanish and French planters on this 
island has already been noticed. It is probable, 
however* &at (he knowledge of this cimunstance 
created greater reliance on the co-operation of the 
Spaniards with the British army, than was justified 
by subsequent events. At the earnest and re- 
peated solicitations of; Lieutenant Colonel Bris- 
bane, in 1794, orders were indeed transmitted 
from the city of St. Tkwungo to “the Cothmandant 
at Verettes, Don Frasaysco de Villa Newa, to join 
the Eaglet, with feilitia of that part of the 
country; the British garrison at St, Marc under- 
taking to supply them with provisions- and am- 
munition : but tli&e orders were ill obeyed,' , Jvot 
more than three hundred men were brought into 
the field, and even those ,wefe far from being 
hearty in the cornteott- tanwS. The French loyal- 
ist^ appealed in greater numbers in the neighbour- 
hood of St. Marc than in any Other district; and 
the Spamauls detested the Fiench colonists of all 
description-.. It was evident, at the same time, 
that they were almost equally jealous ot the Eng- 
lish; betiaying manifest symptoms of discontent 
and envy, at beholding them in possession of St 
Marc, and the fertile plains in its vicinage. * They 
proceeded, however, and took the town and har- 
bour of Con&ive; but their subsequent conduct 
manifested the basest treachery, or the rankest 
cowardice. The town was no sooner attacked by 
a small detachment from the revolted negroes, than 


CHAP. 

xii, ,, 

if. 


the Spaniards suffered themselves to be driven out 
of it, in the most unaccountable manner ; leav mg 
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d»AP. tl»e French inhabit ant^ to the fuiy ot the savages, 
Massacred the whoh number (as their com- 
' rades had done at Foi t Iljutphin), and th^ft reduced 
the town itself to ashes.* 

i On the whole, there is reason to suppose that a 
great pjoportfon of the piesrnt Spanish proprietors 
’in St. Domingo are a debased and degenerate lace; 

i#i 

* lu the northern province tit the 1 uuch colony, the in- 
habitants of Fort Dauphin, a town Situated on tht Spanish bor- 
ders, having from tb# English, and being appre- 

hensive of an Attack frobi the relwhii^roes applied for protec- 
tion, and ddBvered up the town, $$ jljtyc S pamAfc government* 
The bpdti^h commandant, ou the conditions requir- 

ed, which were chiefly for personal safety, Issued a proclama- 
tion, importing, that &ueU of the French planters as would 
seek rel^ge ‘there should find security, bed deed hy this pro- 
clajpatiton, a considerable number repaired thither; when, on 
Mtifo4$$ the 7th of July, 1794, Jean Frafacrw* the negro ge- 
neral, and leader of the revolt In If 91, entered the town with 
some thousands of armed negroes, 4 Hemet not the smallest 
resistance, either at the advanced or at the barriers oc- 

cupied by the Spanish trwpS* the inhabitants keeping their 
houses, in the hope of being protected by the ummumdant. 
Jn an instant, even part of the city tcs&tyifcded vv <h the cry of 
‘♦Long liie the King of spam! Kill alt *ht hremh, but 
offer no violence to the Spaniards , " and a gene il massacre 
of the French commenced, m which oo lew than 77 * of them, 
without flMnction ofmt or age, were murdered on the spot; 
the Spanish soldiers standing by, spectators of thf tragedy. 

It Is thought, however, that if the Hpaniards h id openly in- 
terposed/ they would have shared the fate of the Vrt rich It 
is said that Afoot-Calves* commander of the Spanish troops, 
moved by compassion tow arils some French gentlemen of his 
acquaintance, admitted them into the ranks, dwetsiug them 
in the bpamsh uniform for Ihdr security | others were secretly 
conveyed to the fort, and sent off in the night to Monte 
Christi, where thev got on board an American vessel belong* 
mg to Salem * 
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a motley mixture from European, Indian, and chaf. 
African ancestiy; and the obset ration w hich has' 
been made m another fi plaqe,* concerning the ft * 
Spanish inhabitants of Jamaica, at the conquest of ‘ 
that island xn I6*55^ ( will equally apply to these. 

They are neither polished by soda! intercourse, 
nor improved by education ; but pass their days 
in gloomy languor, -enfeebled by sloth, and de- * 
pressed by pou'ity From such men, therefore, 
gxeat as their antqxathy is to the Fremqb nation, 
and however averse they may be to a change of 
laws and government, I am afraid that ho cordial 
co-operation with the finlish can eVer be expect- 
ed, Tlie best families among them, rather than . 
submit to the Frfench, dominion, will probaly re- 
move to ( 'uba, or .seek out new habitations among 
thcii countrymen on the’ neighbouring comment } 
while those which remain will necessarily sink 
into the general mass of coloured people, French 
and Spanish ; a class that, I think, in process 
oi time, .nil become masters of the towns and cul- 
tivated pai t*. of the island on the sea-coast ; leaving 
the mteiior countiy to the ievolted negroes. Such, 
prohahly, will be the fate of tins once beautiful and 
princely colony ; and it grieves me to say, tbit the 
prest nt exn lions’ of Great Britain on this blood- 
stained thcati c, can answci no other end tiian to 
hasten tlie catastrophe ! 

I might hete expatiate on tlie wonderful dispen- 
sations of Divine Providence, in raising up the, en- 
slaved Africans to avenge the wrongs of the injured 
aborigines : I might al»o indulge the fond hut i dia 
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cious idea, that as the negroes of St.'T)omiugO 
have been eye-witnesses to the benefits of civilized 
life among the whites; — have seen in what man- 
ner, and to what extent, social order 1 , peaceful 
industry, and submission to laws, contribute to in- 
dividual and general prosperity (advantages which 
wile denied to them in their native country;) 
some superior spirits may hereaftei rise up among 
them, by whose encouragement and example they 
may be taught^ in due lime, to discard the fero- 
cious and bprdid manners and pui suits ot savage 
life ; to correct their vices, and be led progressively 
Mt to civilization and gentleness, to the knowledge 
of truth, and the practice of virtue. This picture 
is so pleasing to the imagination, that every hu- 
mane and reflecting mind, must wish it may be 
realized ; hut I am afraid it is the mere creation 
of the fancy — “the fabric of a vision’” Expe- 
rience has demonstrated, (bat a wild and lawless 
freedom affords no means Of improvement, either 
mental or moral. The Chamibes of St. Vincent, 
and the Maroon negroes of Jamaica, wfre origi- 
nally enslaved Africans ; and what they now arc 
the freed negroes of St. Domingo will hucajitr h< 
■—savages in the midst of society ; w ithout peace, 
security, agriculture, or property; ignorant of ihe 
dudes Of life, and unacquainted with all the soft 
and endearing relations which render it deniable; 
averse to labour, i hough frequently/ perishing of 
#ant ; suspicious of each icther, and towasds the 
of mankind revengdfcl and faithless, remorse- 
less and bloody-minded; pietending tO be free, 
while gioanmg beneath the capricious despotism 



bT. DOMINGO. 


20? 

of then Aicfs, and feeling, ah the misei ics of &er+ etta . p 
vitude, without the bepfefits ol subordination* 

* if what I have thus-^pt hastily, but— dehbe? h 
rately predicted, concerning the fate of this unfor- 
tunate country, shall Jbe verified by the event all 
otiiei i ejections mull yield to the pressing cpn- 
sidu anon obviate and defeat them- 

fluence whi*;n: .^l^«dful an example of sat cess- » 
ful revolt and triumphant anarchy may have in 
our own islands Tips is a subject which will 
soon force itself on ttjfe most serious attention of 
Government; and f ftfo of opinion, tb|f$ nothing 
less than the cooperation of the British pailia- 
raent with the Colonial legislatures can meet its . 
emergency. On the other hand, if it fee admitted 
that the object is infinitely too Important* sgqd tlie 
means and resources of Fiance much too power- 1 
fid and abundant, to suffer ft doubt to remain con- 
cerning the ultimate accomplishment of her views, 
iu sftiang on the h hole of this extensive country: 
if we ran suppose that (convinced at length, by 
painful txpeueneft, ©f tbe monstrous folly of sud- 
denly emancipating barbarous men, and placing 
them at once m all the complicated relations of 
civil soi iet> ) she will finally succeed in 
tin. va>t body of fugitive negroes to 
and in establishing security, 
order, under a constitution of government 
to the actual condition of the various classes of 
the inhabitants it «ueh shall be her good for- 
tune, it will not require tire endowment of )>ro^ 
phecy to {©retel tire insult The middling, and 
whd art 1 commonly the most industuous, class of 
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CH&r. planters, throughout every islam| ia ^fhe West 
>Wt ladies, allured by the chei|pness of the land and 
$he superior fertility of the soil, will assuiedly 
seek our settlements in fit, Domingo ; and a Wed; 
Indian empire will fut itself jo ^his noble island, 
to fehieh, in a few short years, all the tropical 
‘$&oturions> of Europe will be subordinate 

a$id tributary. Placed in of British 

and Spanish America, and situated to windward 
of those territories of either nation which arc 
most vaiulfcle, while the apMftierce of both must 
‘dust orityjf.hy its good plgikire, all the riches of 
Mexico Will be wholly at fet disposal. * T hen will 
the vassal Spaniard lament, when* it' is too late, the 
llmugbttes®., and improvident surrender he has 
mad^f ®**4 Great Britain find leisure to reflect 
4w#<^feeply “she is herself concerned in the conse- 
quences of it Tite diiemmia is awful, and the 
final issue known only to 'that' omniscient Power, 
in whose hand is the fete of empires 1 But what- 
ever the issue may be, 1 — iti all the varieties of for- 
tune,— in all events and eiieugjstance 4 , whether 
prosperous oi adverse,— it infintlelv concerns 
both the people of Great Britain, and the inha- 
bitants of the British colonies — I cannot ref»ca| 
it top often, —to derive admonition fiotn tin story 
Td* Great Britain l would intimate; 
that i| ‘disregarding tiie present example, encou- 
ragement shall continue to be given to the pesti- ‘ 
fept doctrines of thofp hot-brained fanatics, and 
detestable ineendiarifes^' who, under k t|te vile pre- 
tence of philauthopy and /(ul foi the interests 
of suffering humanity, preach up rebelliofi ' and 
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murder to the contented and orderly negroes in c«*p. 
our own territories, jwhat else can be expected, 
but that tlie same dreadful scenes of carnage and &. 
desolation, which we hate contemplated in St. * 
Domingo, will be renewed among our countrymen 
and iclations in the 'British West Indies? May 
God Almighty, of his infinite mercy, aveit die 
e»il ! To the resident Planters I address myself * , 
with still greater e olicilude; and, if it were in my 
power, would exhorf them, “ with moie than 
mortal voice, ’ to rise above the ■ foggy Hfjtmo‘phcre 
of local prejudices, and, by a generous surrender 
of temporary advantages, do that, which the 
Parliament of Great Britain, in the pride and 
plenitude of imperial dominion, cannot pffedt, ami 
ought not to attempt. I call on them, with the 
sincerity and the affection, of a brother, of them* 
selves to rest! ain, limit^ and finally abolish the 
further introduction of enslaved men from Afiica ; 

— not indeed by measures of sudden violence and 
injustice, disregarding the many weighty and 
complicated interests which arc involved in the 
issut ; but by means which, though slow and gra- 
dual in their operation, will be sure and eeitam 
m thur < fi« ct. 1 he Colonial Legislatures, by 
llifir Mtuatu 1 and local knowledge, are alone 
competent to tins great and glorious task, and 
ttiis example of St Domingo, and tbe dictates of 
‘■elf preservation, like tbe band-wi ifing against 
the wall, warn the ui no longer to delay it l To- 
wards the poof negroes over’ whom the statutes of 
Great Butuin, the a< cidents of foitune, and the 
ltnv of in)unt.m<.C, Let m\ nit "itm i 


voi m 
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HISTORICAL PURVEY, &c. 


(H \r. power, their general conduct for the last twenty 
years (notwithstanding the foul calumnies with 
* which they have been loaded) may court enquiry, 
and bid defiance to censure. A perseverance in 
the same benevolent system, progressively leading 
the objects of it to civilization and mental improve - 
„ ment, preparatory to greater indulgence, is, all that 
humanity can require ; for it is all that prudence 
can dictate. Thus will the Planters prepare a 
shield of defence against their enemies, and secure 
to themselves that serenity and elevation of mind 
which arise from an approving conscience; pro- 
ducing assurance in hope, and consolation in adver- 
sity. Their persecutors and slanderers in- the mean 
time will be disregarded or forgotten ; for calumny, 
though a great, is a temporary evil, but truth and 
justice will prove triumphaut and eternal * 
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The following TABLES were 4m wn up by order df ti*# &e* 
gtelative Assembly of Frftnee> which met the t of 
October 1791, and seem to hate been framed in the view 
of ascut umng the actual state of the Oniony and its 
Comma ce, immediately before the breaking out of the 
rebellion of the Negroes in the month of August of that 
year. The totals will be found to differ in some of the 
particulars, from the slatemt nt which has been given m 
ihe preceding pages. The difference arises partly from 
the actual change of circumstances, in the coarse of two 
years which intervened between the periods when each 
htatement was made up, and partly, I am afraid, from 
cr*m» and ot my own 
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No. IV. 


TRADE of the French Parr of St. Domingo with old Franu 
Imports for the Year 178$. 


Quantity. 

Nature of Goods. 

Amount u* 
Hispaniola 
( urrnncy. 



Lay, 

18f,7S9 

Barrels of Flour . * 

12,271>C47 

1 „m 

Quintals of Biscuit 

38,684 

3,309 

Ditto . Cheese 

317,150 

a, 044 

Ditto . Wax Candles 

t) 02,010 

'-7,1*4 

Ditto . Soap 

1,889,006 

16,896 

Ditto . Tallow Candles . , 

C479,f>10 

VU,7(>2 

Ditto .Oil 

1,973,750 

1,3*9 

Ditto Tallow 

55,770 

121 , sar 

Casks of Wine 

13,6)0,960 

7,020 

Cases of Ditto 

584,770 

5,782 

Casks of Beer - * 

328,17* 

6,i74 

Hampers of Beer . \ 

1*7,380 

10,375 

Caset> of Cordials 

840,070 

6,937 

Ankara of Brandy 

140,238 

2,28 1 

Ditto of Vinegar 

&J,7*4 

1 0,467 

Baskets of A nismi Lienor 


*,009 

Quintal* of Vegetables 

Cases of Preserved Fruit 

| 322,130 

11,613 

! 820,477 

2,4«(> 

Quintals of Cod Fish 

! 86,007 

1,308 

Ditto . Sait Fish 

lfr,7(U) 

17,219 

Ditto . Butter , . 

1,650,150 

2 1,261 

Dnto Salt Beef 

OQVdOO 

11,732 

Ditto . Silt Pork 

voi f m 

1,3*1 

Ditto . Ditto 

370. >00 

3,627 

Ditto . Hrtms 

Dry GockIs, \\7 l.intm, Woollens 
Mks, Cottons, and Alanufatfmes 

177,340 


ofaliktnds « 

94,008,600 


Sundry other Articles, valued at 

8,08 >,$00 

I 

Amount of all the Goods imported 

86,114,040 


ThcSt Importations were tmde in 580 Vessels measuring tog< 
18^,679 Tons, or by Average S25j Tons each VcAst 1 , \ i 


(her 


as ;4 from Bourdeaux 
i?0 from Nantes 
(jo’ftom Marscilh i 
80 from Havr* de Graf e 
If) liom Dunkirk 
}1 from St Male 


1 10 from" Bayonne 
b from I^a Rochelle 
3 from Ilarflcur 
% from C herbonrg 
2 from Ciousjc 


1 from Dieppe 
1 from Rout n 
1 from Granville 
1 from (Vue 
1 from Rhcdon 


Add to tlu r >80 Wsn( l, from Fnnoe, P8 from the Coast of Africa, 
.md the French pirt nl Hispaniola wall he found tolvne employul 
078 Vessels Ijclon^m^to Fiance m the \rar 178 <*. 


# 
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1 , No V. 

Foreign TRADE m 1788 (exclusive of the Spanish.) 

Imported by Foreigners (Spaniards excepted) to 
the Amount of - * 6,821,707 U*r*s. 

Exported hy the same 4,40g^32 

Difference * 2,411,785 


jV, B* This Trade employed 763 sniall Vessels, measuring 5^7 i*» 
Tons. The Average is 78 Tons each. Vessels from North Ame- 
rica (American built) are com prehen cfed iu it: but there were 
also employed in the North American Trade 45 French 
Vessels* measuring 3,475 Tpn* (the Average 77 Tons each), 
which exported to North America Colonial Products, V«<- 
2ue *-*--<*•* 625,571 Dvrc*' 

And imported in return (roods to the Amount of 405,081 

Difference *> 00,4P0 


Spahish TRADE u 17bs. 

050 Spanish Vrssels measuring 1 0,417 Tons, or 5 t Tons# each, u*'- 
i>orted to the Amount of (chiefly Bullion) * - $,717,113 
And txported N<gro Slaves, and Goods, chiefly JEu* 

ropcau Manufactures, to the Amount of - -5,687,61^ 

Difference • » * * 4,1 29.50 > 


V* B , This N exclusive of the Inland Ti *.<]«• uh tb** Sp mams of 
which there x c m Account, 
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No VI 


AFRICAN TRADE. 

Negroes imported into the French Fart of ttispamola, m 1768. 


Ports of 
Importation 

s 

52 

s 

! 

1 ; 

6 

*3 

< 

? 

Port-au Prince - 

4,732 

2,256 

76* 

i 

5*1 

8,203 

a* 

bt. Marc - - - 

1,66, 

645 

230 

60 

2,000 

1 * 

l/oganc 

\,m 

70S 

; 

469 

827 

»,nt 

| 9 

J7 r£mie - 

88 

76 

23 

18 

204 

1 

Cayes - 

1,654 

872 

1,245 

840 

4,600 


Cape Francois 

6,913 

2,394 

: 

1,)14 

75? 

10A7* 

! 

37 


15,674 

t 

7,040 

4,245 

t\VT J 

1 i 

20,506 

98 

I 


in 1787, 30,83Q Negroes were imported imo the Fieri ch Part of St 
Domingo. 

The 59,606 Negroes imported m 1788, were sold for 6 V) 30,1 90 
Livres (Hispaniola Currency) w hich on an average is 2 , 0 oq Ip »* e ich 
being about 60/ stalling. 
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CIIAfr. IV. p. 51. 

it was discovered, however, about nine months afterwards* that 
this most unfortunate y^mng man (Og£) had made a full con- I\ 
fesAion. His last solemn declaration, sworn to and signed by 
himself the day before his execution, was actually produced. 

See. 

The following is & copy of this important document. 

* 

TESTAMENT DE MGliT D’OGE. 

* * 

1 mkau cles minutes du Conseil Superieur du Cap, Tan 
rmi sept cent quatTC-> ingt-onze et.le ueuf mars, nous 
Antoine-Etienne Ruoltc, eonseiller du roi, doyen au Con- 
scil Supdrieur du Cap, et Marie-Franqois Pourcheresse de 
Vertieres, aussi eonseiller du roi au Conseil Superieur du 
Cap, connuissaires nomm^s par la cour, a l’effet de faire 
ext'cuier TarrCt dt ia dite cour, du 5 du present mois, prr- 
tart condamnation de mort centre le nomn ( 6 Jacques Ogt', 
dit Jacquut, quarteron libre; leque), 6tant en la chain bre 
eriminolle, et apifes lecture faite du dit arri% en ce qui 1c 
coneerne, a dit et declare, pout la d&jhnrge de sa con* 
f uence, serment pr&alablcment par lui pr$t/„ la main 
Icv^e devant nous, de dire v6rit^. * 

Qtr dans le commencement dtt tnois du f£vrier deimrr, 
m les rivieres n’avoient pas M, deborci6es, il deyoit se faire ur. 
attroupement de geus de couleur, qui devoient entralncr a\et 
evx. les ateliers, et t n*nir luiidne n,r U tilk du ( 
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CHAP. cn nombre trfcs considerable $ qu’iis dtoient m6me dcji r£unl# 
au nombre de onze mille homines $ que ]e d6bordernent des 
wyw rivieres cat le seal obstacle qui les a etnp£chf> de se reunir j 
cette quantity d*hommes de couleur £fant composer de ceux 
da Mirebalais, de TArtibomte* du Lirnbe, d’Ouanaminthe> de 
la Grande Rivifcre, et g£neralement de toute la Colonie. Qu'fc 
cette epoqtie, il 6toit sorti du Cap cent homines de couleur 
pour se joindre a cette troupe. Que Paccus6 est assort que les 
auteurs de cette rdvolte sont les Declains, negrea libres de la 
Grande-Riv&re, accuses au protfcs; Dumas, n.l.j Yvbn, n.l,; 
Bitozin, m. I espagnol $ Pierre Godard et Jean -Baptiste, son 
frfcre, n. 1. de la Grande-Riviere j Legrand Mazeau et Toua- 
saint Mazeau, n, 1. $ Pierre Mauzi, m. 1.; Ginga Lapaire, 
Charles Laraadieu, le* Sabourins, Jean Pierre Goudy, Joseph 
Lucas, mul&tres libres $ Maurice, n. l.j tons accuses auproces, 
Que les grands moteurs, au bas de la c6te ; sont les nominee 
Daguin, accus6 au proces j Rebel, demeurant au Mirebalais ; 
Pinchinat, accus£ au proems j Lfcbastille, Igalement accuse au 
proces ; ct que r accuse, ici present, croit devoir nous declarer 
£tre un des plus ardens partisans de la rivolte, qui a mu en 
grande partie eelle qui acdat£ dans les environs de Saint-Marc, 
et qui cherche d en Exciter une nouvellc ; qu’il y a dans ce 
moment plusieurs gens de couleur, dans diflerens quarters, 
bien r&solus J tenir b leurs projets, malgr£ que ceux qui trem* 
pcrOint dans la r6volte perdroient la vie$ que Taccuse, ici 
present, ne pent pas se ressouvenir du nom de tous $ mais qu’il 
se rappelle que le fils dc Laplace, q, 1.; dont lui accuse a vu la 
sceur dans les prisons, a quitt6 le I hnbe pour aller faire des 
rficrues dans le quartler trOuanaminthe $ et que ces r^crues et 
ees $oul£vemens degfcnsde couleur sont soutenus ici par la 
pr&ence des nbram^s Fleury et THirondelle Viard, depute* 
des gens de couleur aupree de Tassemblde nationale $ que lui 
accuse, id pr6sent y ignore?! les deputise tiennent chez eux ; 
quil croit que le notiund Fteury se tient au Mirebalais, et le 
noimn6 i'Htrondclle Vwrd dans le quarticr de la Gmnde* 
liii lfcre 
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Que Iiii accus6, id priscnt, declare que Wnmirrection dc* 
rcvolt6s existc dans les soutcrrains qui ee trouvent entre la 
Cr§te Si Korean et le Canton (la Giromon, paroisse de la Jr's*** 
ilrande-Rivi&re; qu’en consequence, silui accus6 pouvoit£tre 
conduit sur les lieux, il se feroit fort de prendre les chefs des 
revolt^; quo Tagitation dans laquelle il se trouve, relativement 
& sa position actuelle, ne lui pennet pas de nous donner des 
details plus cireonstanci£s; qu’il nous les doonerapar la suite, 
lorsqu'il sera un peu plus tranquil ; qull lui vient en oe mo- 
ment & fesprit que le noxbm£ Castaing, mnl&tre libre de cette 
d£pendance, ne se trouve edmpris en aucune manifere dans 
Taffaire actuelle $ raais que lui accuse, nous assure que &i son 
frere Og6 etit suivi rim pulsion du dit Castaing, il se seroit 
port£ & de Wen plus grandes extrdmites ; qui est tout ce qu’il 
nous a dit pou voir nous declarer dans ce* moment, dont lui 
vons donn6 acte, qu^ii u sign6 avec nous et le gr£ffier. 

Signe * la minute J. OGE’, RUOTXE, POURCHERESSE 

DE VERTIERES, et JLANDAIS, grdffier. 

* 

Extkait des minutes du grfcffe du Conseil Superieur du 
Cap, l’an roil sept cent quatre-vingt-onaie, le dlx roars, trois 
heures de relev£, en la chambre erhninette, nous Antoine- 
Etienne Ruotte, conseiller du roi, doyen du Conseil Superieur 
duCap, etMaric-Fxanqois- Joseph dcVertiercs, aussi conseiller 
du roi au dit Conseil Superieur du Cap, commissaires nomm^s 
par la c<ror,aiuvantran£t dc cejour, rendu sur les conclusions 
du procureur g^ndral du roi de la dite cour, a rdffet de proc< der 
au recolement dc la declaration faitc par le nommt Jacqjts 
Og6, q.l«s lequel, apr^sserment par lui fait. In main le'fe 
devant fcousde dire la v£rite, et aprds lui avoir fait lecture, paj 
le gr£ filer, dc la declaration du jour d'hier J’avons interpelld de 
nous declarer si la <Ute declaration contient v6fit$, s’fl veut o*y 
lien ajouter, tTy dimmuer, et s’il y persiste. 

A r&pondu que la dite declaration du jour d’hier connect 
tenft, qu'iiy persiste, et qu'U \ ajoutc que its drux Didicrs* 
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CHAP, fibres, dont Tan plus grand que Pawtre, mul&tres ou quarte* 
** j rons Ubres, tte les ay ant vu que cette fois ; Jean-Pierre Ge- 
wvw *ard, ***, 1- du Cap, et Caton, in. 1. aussi du Cap, sont em- 
ployes & gagner les ateliers de la Grand-Rivifere, qu’ils sont 
ensemble de jour, et que de nuit ils sont disperses. 

Ajoute encore que lors de sa confrontation avec Jacques 
Lucas, il a 6t 6 dit par ce dernier, que lui accuse, ici pr6sent, 
I’avoit menac£ de le faire pendre 3 1 quoi, lui accus6, a r£pondu 
dit Jacques Lucas, qu’il devoit savoir pourquoi qur le dit 
Jacques Lucas, n’ayant pas insistc, lui uccus6 n’a pas declare 
le motif de cette menace, pour ne pas pordre le dit Jacques 
Lucas 3 qu’il nous declare les choses comme dies se sont 
passes j que le dit Lucas lui ayant dit qu’il avoit souletc 
les at61iers de M. Bonamy et de divers autres habitans de la 
Grande-Riviere, pour aller £gorger Tarmac cltez M. ( ardi- 
neau ; qiPau premier coup de cornr, il $toH sbr que ccs ateliers 
s’attrouperoient ct se joindroient h la troupe de* gens de cou- 
leur; alors lui accusif, tenant aux blancs, fut revolts de cette 
barbaric, et dit au nomm£ Jacques Lucas, que l’auteur d'un 
pareil projet m^ritoit d’etre pendu; qu’il e&t il l'instanf J faire 
rentrer les Ingres qu’il avoit appost^ dans diflerens coins avec 
comes 3 que lui accuse, ici present, nous declare qu’ii a 
dcnn£ au dit Lucas trois pomponelle* de tafia, trois bouteillcs 
de v3n et du pain 3 qu’il ignoroit l r usage que 1c dit Lucas en 
fatsoit) que la troi*ifeme fois quelc dit Lucas en vint chercher, 

1 u accuse, ici pi^sent, lui ayant domande cc qu’il faisoit de ces 
Poissons et vivres j le dit Lucas r6pup Jit que eYtoit pour les 
n£gre s qu* il at oit disperse de cAte ei d'aetre 3 que ce qui prouve 
que le dit Lucas avoit 1c projet de soulfver Jes negres escla\es 
centre les blancs, et de fahe 6gnrger ce* demiers paries pre- 
miers* deist la proposition qu’il fit J Vincent Oge, frtrede lui 
nceuse, de venir M’i P habitation de lui Jacques Lucas, pour 
£tre plus a portf e de sc joindre aux negres qu’il avoit d£bauche$ 
que sj lui artus6 n’u pas rf ve’e ces faits A sa confrontation u%cc 
le dit Jacques Lucas, e'est qn’il s*e->t appeiqu qu’ila n'&oicnt 
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AND I^LTTStR-iriONS 
^as mnn«®, *t qu’il » a |iu«i h jM<3re , qa’ii athi »oma c 3 l i* 

in s,ih<t f iction d’avoir rtetonrr.e ce cn-w Lonfibte ct cimu- n 

p n 

bale , qcTil s^Unt i&kp# de rtafitr tn justice* tors tK t>ou ^ 
rlargmemextf , qua ce to&xne Lib a» est ceiui qui t lu 
coupler la l£te a deux blanc s prisonmets, et ooUtnnu it iu 
ueur Uelisle* pt> n lui avoir eukte une funme, quePurn 
Houb*rt Ata tc ual bre 4es mams de Jacques Lw as, 1 1 app 11a 
Vincent Og£, frbie de lui accu*£, in prfvdit* q«i fjl dc* ^ 
nnrnt ranees au difc Lucas $ que cependant tu> pmarndfr* mut 
df darken justice mie cVioH lui actu«£ qui ayoit e u a de 
^cm , qite mb me a i& confrontation ib 3c lui ant sptitemi 
mao que Jc feu a riant pww£ de rout, los chts priwumm mit 
t ns, lui atett &f, pour It difc LUcas, tahdw que lui n 1 

f ess< tie le^ earner d honnO fetes , qu’^ bicoufumt ithni, li \ 
a*cu*£ a era tie d*re <Jue <?e u’dUwt jn« liu, 

etdWfnrm qtfd tf$Mt jtmafo cwmu femjnt * {ini * 
qu'&ujauid hul xl cr^oit ob%4, pW U d£t barge d *. 
torwcienci, tie u<»iu midie ks$ kits ids qu’ds $ant > ct *hn* 

«islei i juwr qu’il no 1 a j juxiawp connuc 

At )uh ]<*” i.ua£q«ft£ 1c nommAPlcary d 3?eh se,lepm in 1 
1 un dif depute^ ties gens de coUtqur prfcs tb 1 uaanubMie iu- 
tiunalt * smit armca tn ceiteColonm \m 0|i bailment ftorddUb 
n\ a le nonmie l Hnonddle \ nurd* quC l© tapdamc a tax* les 
deux prant^rs <£ Atquitq vhez un nmm*? Dupnu , hmnru de 
couleur, ct It oomm^ 1 Himxvitlle Vmrd c^xlemrut qej*» 
des^tn dc, umleut, uu(a|>. Ajuutc eucoie latcusc, qu 11 
nous avmf d^/lire, 3e jour d*hiei, que k- aqrUmCLqd *ec, dor>t 
U perc i**t i« i dan 1 * Ie& jin&unfr, fa is uxt des i^ciues a Ooaua 
number sulu numbredeceuxqui anf marthfiduLimb^ton^e 
le Lup $ downer lee soupgans, *1 est allt au l J ort- 

Marmot, f»b*d <5 est tenu cach^ plusieursionfs, fei^jnumtd’a^au 
1 ne duxion , qua le <bt Lepkcc j;Are a dii, i qu*il 

otaxt que $<m qui eH un plsuse, ne d£ pt^ejra pas contt e 

lui* u) q d ^ar he touted ses dAutarches, qu xl 4toit assure® 
quo le i oinmi (aruardtau, d£teuu eu prison, ne dAclarerOit rien 
p «te qu’il Atou trap son mil paur k decouvnr * quVn*mtt > 
vox,* m 


a 
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i i >i i dt UQnytft, SI scrt*it toic/ cl on tfcnoneer beauettup d au- 

? t in taut <l(i LSft)bt que d< s .nitres quarters 
s ** t ^ Oiwwrve JdaceuK q\ lorsqix il nous a pade des mo^ena cm* 
l Io^ch p u Jacques Liu at pour soulciet les nveu s enclaves, il a 
ointb de hou%din (jut PicrreMaury a'oif tnvoK iuxHnnti)i t 
desdavts the/ Liu u j qui luwictust, a' t\ \ aqremuitu 
lejtutit, on here, Us itnvova, <c qtu ocaismnru une plaint? 
gAn^rnle, les s;uisdccotihur dujantqut c £toitdu icnfort , quo 
1m dt< art* cut u ( rue £catc otc xsimt uue ri\e at a k plus ru id 
lies Dxdiercq ?**< cltqnel il mouquad $< b&itri au pistoled, pour 
i otdoir lux soutentr qu'ctuit hbre ct dimhant h £tn assiin U 
aux. hlancs il n tlmt jab f ut pout efcrc «r i?mU ^tJv nf^M 
csrlaxefe } que d axlleuR souh vant U s cat J ives, t e*o»t dctrui c 
les projm&es des blancs, et qu’eu lei? tit 1 « uibimt, i\ xWnusoxe t 
Icb lenfb propres , q>K tU pirn que lui at < U t t to t duns leb j s 
sons, xl a \ u uu petit billet 6eni par Jedit Fune Mcturs J Tea* - 
frranqojts le*sm, pxr lequel ilhn in uqUc uu i\ co ttanu * ta- 
massu, it que It n?^rc mmime ( < pi n, di duibu \em 
C adamg aiiife, arnie d one pair * <U p tohtsgni t ii^ru 
ct d une in-inchctte que U* do Munv 1 ii i t i r * uilU it) 

C» qmst pa-sr et rend coxnpit t »* i ut it M m\ <n 

est tout ce que t atcus , iu pr< uit r >u < jr i u < 
jurant d ftr< pt r-xiad^s que tlluiet i p iidr d mu n uu 
scruorde, xl b’txpo^troit imont'orsh t ft d „»i pour f % r 
a i rj Iom diets dt cts rowdies , tl qu< <n * toil i to m 
, * + anee*', xl piouiei t a>n ible et son r» put } n 1( r> 

Ll< rt alia taite tk r dud 1 dr - liqu 11 * 
perstsic jioux contexm Urntt, J«»i en d nnon a V qn 11 i 
ate c noufj et le $rdf*ei 

hig«# Ala ouni'ic J.OOE , RM)fTE, Rul ( HLKF.SSt s 
DE VhRTU KC^ LANDAUS, gnflui 

Four txptditiou tollatiouce, &jgue, LAND \3S, grtiTitr 

A x ot"> of the piecexlmg dncninuit, the txxstuuc ol 
uhich^l had oltuj heard of, but \cry m'ich doubted, *ri 
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tianmmtied to me from St Domingo m the month of July 
1705, metosed in a letter from a gentleman of that island, 
whose attachment to tne jBntish umnot be suspetted, and 
whose means for information were equal to any: tin* Letter 
*s too retnflthahL to be omitted, and I hope, m I come d 1 is 
name, that the wntei will pardon its publication It lure 
i dlow°? 

Jt vo us envoy? ci-jomt, le testament de Jaques Oge* oxe- 
ute ow C\m )e9Mus 1791.* Void toes reflexions sur hs 
datts e* ics f uts * 

i. .tuques depose ie piojet conim depui- long 
ferns jm les Rnssotins dont d 6ioit un des Agents. H 
tiojntnc lee chefs des MuUtres, qui dans toutes jk* par- 
t tes dt laColonte det oient execute* nn plan digne dee 
snppots de iVnfer « 

2 U depose qu* 1 abundance des pluies rfc le* rrm 3 
I *s nviCt i atotem empCclie retention du pro)* t in 
ii on* de 1 ovrier 

1 0 deJan qne si on vent Ini accnrckr miscritorde, 
*1 - xpjscia atu dangers de fnre arrfter les « lu-fs 

D » e**l tfcT ud** aw e ungl de ses ramphcc*, Je P Mais 
* S m test oe* t <st ganiu secret jusqnM Ja fm de 1791 
k tpw riiiccikue v i nuok ue h parti? du Nord} qu un arrCte 
d * I’ Winl/it*. ( ofomale oblige lniptnuisemcilt le Ort filer 
du i oun'il du Cap i cn dehvrer ties copied <due conclure > 
HdUs qu* ie$ eoup$bte& sont aus$i nombieux qu’alroees et 
. rut Is * 

ler l oupixbics L<*s hoimnrs de couleur nanimfs par hi 
dq upturn d Ogc 

d (el nu moms autant Ctls ne stmt plus,) Le Const ii du 
L ip, qui a ose fake exCeuter Og£, et qui u gm!£ k s<u ref or 
eis deposition* si mteressjmtes 
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< j Lc General Bianchelande et tous les chefs imUtaire* 

* 1 f j [m n'ont pa& fait arr^tor Mir ie champ Joule* ks perfumes de 

touleur lutume^ pn Ogt et ne les out pas e nfrrmtees ftvec 
lour atomttur Main non on a pieeipit^ 1 e\e<u*i(*n du md- 
heuieta Oge on a garde nn secret dont H pnbiu t(f so on rod 
la tolome On a lais^e libros torn ley diets dr** r£\o) ; ou 

4 lai-se pour *>unre ieurs prajets dextrm i ik 
Si les Chefs n oh fanes, le conned, les magr frat* mih 
atoienf fat «ur£tei au too.s de Mars 1J<M, les wul&frc-s P«>- 
« lunat, Catling, Vnrd, ef tousles autre* ik n uiroieri* p&* 
pu consommer leur crime V »Vofu suivant Le* P£ inmr 
do Nounandie Qt <f \rfols qui vetiflierU (farmer do l ranct 
rtoient as*e/ forts pour mr&ter ious les gens dr cotihu 
M»uoahles et Vds ue Tuvoient ptis etf% et que ce jut le mot * 
fpn eut emp£eb6 Blanr hclaruie ifagir, pourqum Khncln 
i mde emcnat-d, an moib de Mil 17&1 dt t coupes do he \ 
qut to eiwoymt do la Martinique M cb Behi v ut 

La strif de tous ces fails promt evidemmtnt la coahfci > 
tit* • ontre^revolMionnatresavet les Malitres, <hu»t ih or?t e» 
U dupe, ot la vlctune aprf c farm to dex Lcmnnksaire Pol 
urei et Nmthondx, 

(TJAP V] P H5», 

t tiun ot <fuioenttQHi tetlhd the ( n\comiM mu a^iet t 
pon thi JO/* Sept emit t , twet n the f a ptoph of tohw 

M*d thf wh(e inhabitant* ol 2 Pruitt* &(. The jo! 

jnwoig i a true topy of this t>«r?qn& ami import wt do i 
meut : 

( o\coni>\v dc MM* les citoyens blancs du Forl-au-Pnnco 
MM. les c itoyens du couleur 

h n md ^(pt cent ijuatre-vingt-on^e, &l le onze du ioo^ 
(I** scptembie f 

I tM enminosaircs de U garde nfitmnale de$ citizens ol 
4 u fSut^au-Punce^ rfune part, 
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JU k* toumjussiires de k gardr ftatioiuk dw citoyens de 
oukui, d\mtr* part cUeux ioimes de pcmtor pxr a rxLil 
•k 'e joui k da oeuf *>< pttmbre present moi* 

A*fi( tnble M»r U place tJ aiiues du bonjg tie 1 1 ( un\-(U * 
-Bmnjutts ^ 1 t ikt de tjftiberer s,ur \&> mmen* lea pin c *p L hl< 
d opeuf la leontun des un»}cn$ (it toutts ks clasps, A d ar 
t^tu ks prugrtw & k<* suites d uuc iiifuirecilmi qui menace 
rgakuunt tonics kb parties ck la colonic 

L*a%qmbleeaiB£»J compose s’etant tran*port 6 e<knsl %Lst 
p*i cuss ale du dit bour 4 dt la 0 r o i x- des - Bo u q uei & , pour r 

l nnkur du soled, xi a * tt proced 6 de suite, des deux c dtfr, a 
a 1 nomination d un pifsident & cTuxj seuCtaue 

la ■» < ninttria&fire* de 1 * garde naiionok du Port-au* Punu* 
rmt nomine puui kur president M Ganiot, & pour leui*ect*~ 
t tire 1*1 Ikrquet > fa lea coannissanes de la garde national* 
dcs uto\u -i de couleur oni nomn«6 pour kur president Hi 
Ptwhmtd A se< retire M Dagulp ilk 

IcmjiuI pifmden* & secretaires ont respectmunuit ic- 
*epi£ 1* i itt* charges, & ont ^uomu» de biert & bthlhn * i * 

* o upotUr 

t prK rjuoi ll a ctf rtit de la pail dt ; ctoyto* df fou- 
bar, qu< 5 a lot kite eu kur kteut cu 168 “ , avolt H( 
UicpnjrCt k tiotee }vu ies pi ogre* dun prtjugtf liduule, £ 
par ru*ML* aimsif tt k ilfspotisnie xnnmdori' 1 dt laouen ir- 
grrit» d u out pmmis joui que trfc f— «ui part ntnuent du btiv, 
h< e de c cite loi 

Qu'au moment o$ ik ont vu lasnuibke ties teprOenUii* 
de b\ nation m* ioinui, ds ont present! qut hs prinupo 
qtn oni diur i» ioi convt tutiomadle «k l>tat ? entratnero t 
nfc essau cun nt la r^counoosiiiKe ^k ieuts droits qui, pour 
a*oir Jang'tunjte mfconnub i den Uoient pas xamm 
* u \f <1 

Out' Cfrtto c onnoissanr t a etf ronsaerf e par k *• (kuM<- 
& mstiuction * dt^ h A W Mars IT9U, & par ptusieurs au- 
tres lendu^ dcpui», mais qu ds ont vu (nu la pin wv 
douleui que lcs uto^uo blancs des oo loans bur rtk 
*,oj.es>t i\e^ oUtnutioo Itveution de <es ckcitts, po« 
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ISO 

C1IU ' 1>S y toncerne, pur 1 interpretation injaste qu'ils en ont 

f.u<e 

Qu\nitre la privation du benefice ties ehfcs dficrets, lor* 
qu'jU ant voulu Its rreUmer, on ks a eaurifics i 1'idol* du 
pkjuge, u» excitant contra eux un alms picroyable dcs lens 
& de lautonit du gouvtrntment, jiu point de lee forcer 
d’ftMndntmu kur* foyers 

Quentin, ne parent plus supporter lour existence mal- 
hcureuoe, b ciatit r&olud de Pexposcr 1 tone ke £i£rtemens, 
pour h proturo IVxordee des dimts quWs tieimetit tie 1 1 
tntuie & qui sent amsacr6$ par ks lots emits & jpolttique*, 
ils se spnt ieums sur In uumtagn* As la C b trboumfcre, h ils 
* out pna U* urines* U *U Ac^itt dernier, pour ee me lire dans le 

tas d*noe juste &£fum 

Que 1 <*uvie d operer }$t reunion <ks tons les citoyens indiv 
tiuctf merit kur fait acruOilUr fawnWetnent la d« petition dc 
MM leib commifr&alres Wanes tie la garde natwnak du Port- 
au-Prince} quhls voyent avec une lutisfeevrim titiSuSe ^ e\ 
pnmn le jetmir d*& t&ujen* hUntx aux vrais pt mopes de la 
ration; de la ]M‘tue, de 1 humanitc & de la son* politique, 
qu tout h*u de croire ^ U Mtirenk de re retoiu il* 
t/umr<mt <U cteur, d esptif & (Path niton aux nr njftu l lam , 
pottrvu q v* hi preueusc & samte faille mm U hast & k 
tcsulial d< unites operations qu'il n\ ait uit*e-ea\ H ^ 
tPojens blunts (l autre difference que e*lk qucMramint 
tievcfibuirunent le oh rite & la \ertu, b quy la fr«t< riute* la 
MniCuh', Pbamiomu, & 1& romoru , cJm^ntent & jamais k« 
itub qm doivertf les attaeba reciprnquement: en conse- 
quence* ds ont derruude, 1 execution des article 0 sunans, 
au\(|uek ks sus dits tmnmis&aires blancs ont repondu, ambt 
qu J est menlionne en la colonno patalleie a celk des de- 
nmrtdt t> 

thmandes des (ommwmie't de la garde mtxonak des oloynts 
dc wuh’ur. 

Article premier* Lee citoyens bUms feront cause c^m- 
umne avec lee uto^ens, de couleur^ & t^nlributront de 
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toutes leurs forced k d# tons i ears. mojtns i Pexectition 1st 
tcrale de tous le^ points & articles ties Secret* & mstrwtinhs 
de 1 assemhl6e rationale* *>an< tiounfs pu hs roi, k ce, stn* 
restriction A sans st permettre awcunt wterpirtUlion eon- 
lonnement \ <* qm est present par I’as&mbtee tHUonfde qm 
defend d'uiterprft* r s<*s d < rets,-~ — Accept^ 

II Lc* ci tokens bliuc^ prormttent k s*o Wisent dt nc 
jamais **opposer direr lenient m indsrc ctement & Vacation 
du deertt du ]*> Mil dermer, qui dit-pn u’est pas> encore 
parvenu otftuellement dans cette colome , tie protester m£me 
centre imrns prater itiom & reclamations conti steps aux dis- 
positions dp su*, (lit dirret, amsi que cootie tottfes adrtase* 4 
ftts^mbbe rationale, au rob aux qiudre- vuigt-trois departed 
mens L mix diffuentes ehanibres de commerce de France 
pour rbtenn la ideation de ceth'crtH inenfeisa»t,--~--At - 
.epic 

HI ( )nt demand? le s sus dits citoycns de conieur, H eon 
votition pi fchame A Touverture de% assemblies prinnires 
k i olcim b 4 par tous les citoyens attife* aux termes de 1 ay 
title I\ d<s mMiuckOtis de Tassembloe pafionatej, du ~'S 
M 1? 4 >0 Aoceptt 

I V I>< depute duuteroent 4 rassemhb'e colonial*, k de 

nommes des deputes chqisis parnn les citoyins tit couletu, 
qm sturool, coumie ceujt dcs cjtoyen 0 Wanes, \o ^consultative 
k dtUW nmt Accept^ 

V JVcUrent ie* sus dit* utoteils hiatus k de con It ti 
pi clever 4 outre tuute municipality provisos e pu non, de 
mi me centre fcoutes assemblies provmuakb k eolooialcs, 
les elites municipality assemblies provinciates k colonial* s 
n < taut point tomtom sur h mode present par kb d& rets k 
instructions des b M 28 Mars 3 7t>0 ^Accept i. 

VI. Detoamtefit lee utoyens de couieqr qu’il soit re- 
lomm par le* cttoycus blanes, que letsr organisation presente, 
lours orations rfeentu k Jtur prise d’arme^, xTont eu pour 
but k pom motif, que bur sftretf mdividudle, rex^cution 
de* d&rtfc§ de ra*semblie rationale, la reclamation de Jeurs 
droits muonnus k violes k le desir de pancmr par f emoyen 


LA 
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, \P rt tranquillity jmblique, quen consequence lk anient dt- 
^ uur6s lnculpables pour los evliirmenjs qui out rebuild de 
* ette prise tl'amw, & qn’on ne pimse daus aucim cas cxeicci 
coulre’cux collects vetnent uu lndividucBemcfli, auriine action 
diiootcbn indirerte pour jtnso n dr cos monies evenernen^qu’il 
soil cn**oqfcre rerun iiu qtu- kiir prise d arums f nsndra jusqnVtix 
moment on les (Inertia de Vus^embke riationale acrqnt pone* 
tnelfcraent & formelkment executes, qu’eo consequence, ks 
anises, canons & munition 4 ' de guerre enkves pendant ks 
mad ml h quo out eo lk»* resterimt en kt possession de ocux 
qui out ett le bonheur dktre* vainqufeocs , quo dependant h$ 
prkonnW* [si tome fbis il en eat) aoient ranis cn liberb do 
part & (Vmtre .-* * — Vcceptfl 

VII < Deui&ndertt ks mis eitoyem de coukm que, con 
formcnlcnt k la lcn du II Fevrier dernier & poor nr i&Mrr 
itueun dmite sur la ;sinc6rife de la bunion pr&fce & &’operer 
toutes proscriptions cesseuf & potent i£voquces ties ee «>o- 
imnt, que Unites ks personnel prefers te^ tkerete^, & eon 
tre leMjuellcs il ^eroti intermits des jogemcin ou madam* 
nations quekorsquos pour raison des troubles amenu* dans- 
j.i mlonk depuis le commencement de la rewdutiun, sokrt 
do suite rapeles & nos sous lapiolectiim sacWk K immediate d< 
tons ks> eitoytm, qu£ reparation wleuimlJc & nuth' k jjtique 
oil faitcjaleur hunneur, qu’il soil pourvu par dts moyens 
umvuudxkb, :xux mdetnmfesi que neces^itent lc»ur cxd> leurs 
{ rnseriptions & lei dec rets d6em»es et»ntre*eiu ; que Unites 
mniiacation* de leurs burn# soient k\ oe.s & que restitution 
kur soil kite de tous ks objets qin leor ont enlevcs soir 
r u execution des juqemens prononc^s contre-eu^ ^oit .1 
iiidjn aimee. Demandant que k present article suit strict - 
merit & reb^ieiiscment observe par tous ley (doyens du res* 
.^ort du con ed superitur rle Saint-Domingue, tit sm-tnwt 2t 
legard dis sieurs Foisson, Dcainnres, ks fr< re 4 * Iktrnaukl tit 
antics <ompris au inline jngemcnl que ccu\-ei, tous 1 <\k iia^ 
biUiK-i dc In paroisbC de la Croix-dcs- Bouquets de inline qu*^ 
regard du bkar Jean* Baptiste la Fointc habitant de ) Area* 
hiisc, toulre kquel il n‘est intervenu un jugcusnit se^rt* 
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que par tsne suite tie persecutions exerc6es centre les cJtoyons ci|AP> 

’ tie couleur, & qul prbsent paries eitoycris de Saint-Marc ' • 

& de I'Ar^ihaye, n’a pp "m, dispenser d'employer one juste 1 
defense cordfc quelqWuu qai vouloit ras&ussiner k qui Pas- 
*assiftnrt en etfet j m rdservant les oitoyens do eonletir de 
faire dans un autre moment specs quill Uppartlendrtii, 

Unties protestation* $ reclamations relatives aux jugemeris 
prtinaru'6% eoptre les deers Oger, Cbavannes 8t auifes com- 
prisr dans les tlits jugemens> regardant ties \ present les arrets 
pronoriofe centre Jes sos 'flits- Steurfe, }« le.conseil Mp&ievr 
du Cap, comms in times., digues d r toe roues & Itextoaikm’ .' 
conte m poraitte & future, & conime la cause fatale de to«% 
les nialheurs qni fcfHigeut la province du nbrd.*—- -**Aucepto fl 
en cts qui nous concertte. ‘ ' \/ 1 ' ;■ „ r '' f , 

V1U. Que ',1c secret de& lettres & cdrrespondauce tdifc 
-acre k inviolable, optifarmctnent aux dberets natiotraux, — ■ * 

Accept^, ** ‘ >' ■■■ ■ . \ ‘ ■ ’■ 

IX Libertu.de. la presse, sauf k responsabilitc dans fcs 
eas detent dues par la Accepts, : , 

X, Deo mndei) t en-outre dtovens de cottleur, quVn 
uUeminnt ponct tulle k JLitiemle de$ flecrets de 

Vassetubiee national?* & jusqu’au moment oil tls pmirront.se 
retiree dans tears foyers, Messi e u i s 1 es eitoyens blancs de bt 
garde nationale du Par'Ueu-Prince s’oWigent de contribner h 
i'approvisiontieinent de i’armee des eitayens do eouleui* pen- 
dant tout I e terns que dnrera son activity eo litre les eetfeimS . 
communs & ciu bien public, & de fact liter la libre circulation 
ties vlvrca dans les 4ifi‘6j'eus .fjtthttieitf'de' 'la.*pairtie delteuesL 

Aecepte, . " • , . ; ; 

XL Observent eft * outre les sus flits citoy^is de couleur, 
que la suiogritf debt les citoyens de leur 

dormer une preuve autbentique, ne leu r perm t-t p&s de garder 
le silence sur les crarn tes float ils sont agiies” en consequence 
ils dtcl&rcnt qu’ils ne perdront jamais de vue la reconnois- 
sauce de tons droits k de ceux deieurs ftferes’cles autres 
quartiem } qu’ils verroient avec beaucoup de peine & de 
dnuleur la reunion prete a s’operer att Port-au- Prince k au- 
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CI 1 AF ,r ’*• ' HUX * a «I^’pt mlante s.mffrlr dcs <1 im lcs. .tu- . 

trcs enrfioitfl lie 3 ,i <olome, duuUfl oas ils dulareiit nue nen 

p o ». * 

u mondc n«s samoit les emp&ther de be r£umr 4 cctw de# 
leurs qui par one suite des ,< »eiens abtis dm ttogitne colon**.!, 
i prouvemient ties obstacles 1 l.i reconnaissance de leurs droits 
k jutr ouhseqUent 4 icnr kbcjti — — Accepte. 

Ap*e-» quo* Fassembkc revenue h la place d arme% la ma~ 
tide misc eu deliberation, uitiretaent examinee & diaiutea, 

\ aMcmbtec consjd^raniqubi est d une ntveffsite indispensable 
fie mfitrc en ubage Urns les mnyena qui peuvent umtribuef 
*iu bonhetir de lous les uioyens qui spnt eg mx en du iR 
Que U icmuon des tHovuis 4c toutts le* tU*se<t pent 
seule ramener te fabric Be la tranquil litnf m nei Claires a la 
pra&|)ente de tette colomt* qia &c trorne aujourd nut litenatre 

des phis giands irndheurt 

Quo I’txecuiion ponctuelle & hitendede tons, Its article 
des dfortts k instruct uni* de mblea nat io»a> ok- 
tsounCs par ]<? roi, pftkt sink offerer eette reunion dtsu ibie 
sous qu« Ique point de me qu on 1 envisage 

Hat *6 viflte* SiVoir # de 1 1 piut ties uto^ens Id mfb, qu ils 
accepter^ t >n Us articles him rt s an } r(u it u tit oidit* 

Et de hi p iri iiM citfivens <U rtude»n\ que, \ u ) ir r cpti- 
tion de tons les articles sm itstuction m^rts hu pk-ent 
ion ordat, ds sc rfunmuLt k se uumssent en Jfi r dt cow 
desprd & d intention aux citoyfos bjants pour l unen r k 
ealme & U Juatiquifhte, prnir travail* r d«* con<ut a lexnu- 
tion pore tueUc ds 4 ? d6Cret<i de VwetabhSe uatanulo bam- 
par k roS, & pour ewpl* yeir touted letw< U rr* k ioiu 
kurv ruoytnh centre rentier n common 

Act* arr^ti par Messieurs lcs citoyen? bkn< * & Mi «*ium> 
ie% eitoyens <a couleur* qne ce jour donut ftcu&rire k>ute 
ospttv d* hairu b de division entic len citoy^ti^ de i 4 colonic 
cn gfucrab bs nto>cm de couleur 4u Port an-Prmce qm* 
par urn* f.nme pusilUmmik, ne sotd pds num& *i» Inn 
d\irmc% siront compik dans i ’am antic g^neruc, 
uuc jaman auum rc procure ne kur ^era fait d< kur *on- 
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duJte, attendant qu'ib participfnt aux ^vantages 

qne prompt not re ht urease reunion entn UmU 3 le* personnes 
A tons lcs citoyfnfi tndisunctcm' r<t 

J)c plus qne protection £g<ik devout £trc aroord^e &u sexr 
en g* ncrab les fennm s & filler de emtkor en jommnt dc 
inline que le* femmes & blith blanches & que m^raes pr£- 
cautions & so im seront pn pour leur $&ret£ respective. 

Arr£t£ que le jm*ent concordat sera f»sg«£ par 1 ^tat major 
ile la garde Rationale du Port~au-Prutcs 

Ii a fcte rrr&t 6 qne b present concordat sent rendu public 
parla voie do rimpresMon, qne copies collation^ d f y celiii 
seronfc envoyfos ^ Passanblee nationals an rot, aox quatre- 
vingfc-trok (k'p&rteniens a fcimtes les cWrabres de commerce 
de France, & a tous autres quUl npjwtiendra. * 

Arrfk* que meieiedi pmchain quatorae du present mots 
MM ta t if ov ena Manes du Port-au-Fritice se rifumront k 
rami ft de Ml\L ks citoyena do couleur m la paroisse del* 
t. ro r~d< s-lkmquets qidil *era chantt dans r^glisc de cetle 
parols* a dnt heures dtt matin un Tv ftnw en mtion de 
4 ifiu * dt notre^heurcuse muqon > que MM des batailhms de 
Vnimandie & d* Artois, et des < orps d* Artdlenc, dc In marine 
*-v>) de & m trclnndc , *eront mvi*t« a s'y i ure represent* r par 
dt-s deputation*- partiCuheres* quo dc m^rne les citoyens en 
. » nt ral di U i roix-des* Bouquets, du Mnebalais & autres en- 
droit* arc on* nsrn Maont invites & s’y tender afin d*m 
lv nr «■ vmux au\ ndtri* pour 3e bonheui cOmmun 

AuL'it en -outre qne le present concord it sera paasf on 
triple minute doht la premiere seta tWpos^e m% m chives de 
l t * municipality: future, la seconds entre lea mam$ des chefs 
Jt 1 arm£e des utoyens dt toulenr, & h tfofaieme dans le« 
i^luves 4e la gaidc sutionide du Pdrt-aU*Fhnce 

I’aite triple entre nous tt de bonne fob le jour, mots & an 
que dmw* i< 
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lhsumn df M . Octmot pt^suleui des (ammtssmiM i ept t sniUpt* 
k$ atoyetfs blann* du Port-m-Vnnui, d MM* /ev tomam- 
mutes fepr&uitutih l mmh de$ aioytm de roukur. 


* MEssitfUKs, 

News tous apportons enfin des pirates de pal* Now 4 
nevunons plus troifei awe vous; none n t* venom phtbx&w 
au order d/s demanded, nous venous, anunfo do r esprit de 
justice, reconnoitre autkeuriquemetit to* droits, vous engager 
d ne pltH voir clans ley citnyaas blades quo des amis, de*? 
frkres* uimpiels la patrie on danger mvite, vnus soJlimte 
de votift j&tnir pour lui portei tin prompt scours 

None aceeptonB entitlement & sans aucune reserve. It 
concordat que *ou£ nous proposer# Des circowstanees itiul 
beureuses que vous vonnomez sans doute, nous cmfc lap 
b&sster w* instant $ mats ftotre courage a Iranchi tain te& 
obstacles , nobs avons imposes silence au* petits pffjUw.es an 
petit egpnt de ttornf nation* 

4hte te j«ur oh le ftambeau de la raison ikhjk 6ciuirc ton* 
soit^jamms memorable?! qu’il soil pnjcmrd’ouMi pour to« ? *- 
tes erreuts, de pardon pour toutes lee injures, & ne thspumi 
d&sortn&L que d’amodr &. de as dte pour U bien de J«i h m 
publiqut 
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Maudutt started back, nbt a stride bond wa 

up in )us defence* 


hfted 


Ik this last particular 1 ^as nnsmfottwed, dm rejoice thau 
I htne an opportunity of correcting my mistake. r Ihe fol- 
lowing detail of (hat bloody tiansaction has been tiausmuted 
Co me from m Domingo since the first sheets were printed 
* f Les grenadiers du regiment de AJauduit, & d’atitres a ox 
parties de la foule, demandent que te ( olonel fasso i£par - 
turn a la garde n at tonal c On e*ige qu il ftu*se des exeunt 
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pour 1’inftuHe qu*il lui faite. 13 proncmce leg excuses qu*d« 
lui demand©, scs grenadiers nc c ont point* satisfaits, lls wu- 
lent qu’il leg fasse k £©r.ou\. Unc rumeur t©rriWe se fait 
entendre, ce fut ajors que plusieurs ettoyeus, memo de ceux 
que Maud ait am it le plu* vex 4, fendent la fcmle, et chenhuit 
h le souhtraire au monvement qui sc prtSpftroit. On a \u 
dans co moment le brave fieausolat, aprts avoir 6tf atteint 
d’un coup de feu & Vafiaire du W an 30 Julliefc, et defen- 
dant le comitf* (see Paqe 34 f ) recevoir un coup de sabre ©n 
ptotfegeant )©s jours de ff&nduit. Qn pent rendre justice 
*ias?i & deux uflidenft de Mauduit : Oaleseau et Remain 
n'tvant pas abandon*^ leur Colonel jusqd'au dernier mo- 
ment; mais Findignatim dea soldats &oitk son comble, et 
d n*6toit plu* temps. 

MftODUiT preset par ses grenadiers de s'ag^nouijler 
pour demand© r pardon k la garde national©, et refusant eon- 
vf&nun^nf de s'y aoumettre, re$ut ua cpttp de sabre k la 
hgure, qui le terra***! j ur» autre grenadier tui coup* k lift- 
tailt la tfite, qui fut fmtfe an bout d'uw bayonette. Alors le 
rewntiment des soldats et des xnatelots livtfe k etix monies, 
nVut plus de homes ; its fee transporterent qhe* Mauduit, 
ob ilfl train, drent son corps, tout y fut bns£, rompu* meubles 
dre on d6carclu m&m© la raaison, &c. &c. 


CHAP X, p, 15 J. 

They declared by proclamation all manner of slavery abo • 
hshfd, &c, — This proceeding was ratitied in February* fol- 
lowed b> the National Convention m a Decree* of which 
follows a Copy. 

Decks? de la Convention National©, du Jour de 
Pluvldse an second de la Repabiique Franqoise, 
une et indivisible. 

La 1 onventioit Natiouale declare que lVhelavage de* 
Negiea dan* toil tee lea Colonies almlij en consequence 
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CH/U c ^ e decrtrte que tons leS homines, sans distinction dt, couluir, 
^ ^ domiciling dans les Colonies, vnit eifcoyeus Franqois, et joui- 
w*,w ront de tows les dioits as^uuN par la constitution. 

File renvoie an counts de ’nilut public* pour lui fain iu~ 
ussamentun rapport sur les inesures a peudn* pour a&suur 
r4^culitm du present decret. 

\ use par les impetieurs Si&nt 

Auger, 

Cordier, 
b £ Monnel. 

Collationn6 h i Original, par nous president ct act returns 
de la Convention Npiionale, k Paris le 2$ Germinal, an se- 
cond 4 e la R£publique prangoise um ti, indivisible. Sum 
A«w, President. A, M. Baudot. Monnot. Ch. Potticr, ft 
JPcyssard, Secr$taim> 

As most of the French Islands fell mtb possession v>f th> 
English soon after thin extraordinary decree was promul 
gated, the only place where it Was attempted to be enforced 
was in the southern province of St. Domingo, and the modi 
ot enforcing it, as I have heard, was as singular as the dc 
erce itself. The mgroe$ of the several plantation* were called 
together, and infoimed (hat they mere till a pit piople, md at 
liberty to quit the service of their masters whenever fht} 
thought proper They were told, however, at *he same turn , 
that ns the Republic wanted soldiers, and the state allow td 
no mau to be idle, such of them as left then masters wouh 
be compelled to enlist ih one or other of the black regiment - 
then forming. At first many of the ne&rqes accepted the 
alternative, an<J enlisted accordingly 5 but the repoils tlu 1 
soon gave of the rigid discipline and hard fare to which they 
were subject, operated in a (surprising manner On the rest, in 
beeping them more than usually quiet ami industrious, and 
they requested that no change might be made in their con- 
dition. 
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Of the rtvtilUft Nfgrou m the notthn* proinmu m my had 
perished of c Interne and fatim ic 9 A< 
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From the vast »ofl*ber o t negroes fb it bad fillet* in battle, 
and the ^till gieakr number that perched from the causes 
above- mentioned, it was computed ip the yea* 1793 that 
thu class of people at that j$fcriud hM sustained a damwHftmw 
of more than one httmtfcMf thousand, 4 (Uefienem Vwvte ¥>• 
/vflte, A* tom 2. p. $17 ) *81 nee that time the mortal totals 
been still tftore rapid, and, Including the loss ofwhHcs, fey 
sickness and emigration* £ do noi bbHevC &t Doming 
at this juncture (June 1796) contains more than 
the whole number of inhabitant!? (white a*nf btofe) whM^|t 
possessed in the beginning of 1791 —Aeeorfing to 
laton, upwards, of 300,000 human beings have 
perished us th*e #votcd country within the tot «J$ T&dw} 

h 

l ) 

, * f 
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same j^a^e awaited Lwatfewimt-CaiortiZ MaNvkam* Ac. 

v 

I cajtnoi doriy myself the melancholy satisfaction pre* 
Hmng m this Work the following honourable tribute fa ih*» 
memory of this amiable officer, which was given out m qene» 
ial orders after tn« death by the ramjuander--iB-rhiek 


Head* Quarter^ Marvh $8, 1795, 

Brigadier-General Nor neck begs the officers, nou-eom- 
missioned officers, and privates of the detachment, which on 
the 26th Inst, proceeded under the command of Lieutenant* 
( olond Maikbam an a patty of observation, to mene hus 
■uty Mmcne thanks fa* their gaiUnt behaviour at the attack 
of the i i n v\ ad^ anted post, t iking their colour and fan- 
mm »>d de^rrovine their stores 
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i nAV At the same time he cannot sufficiently express lus UeU 
t»VbO iU4 ^ s 011 ^ * ate - afflicting loss that has been sustained m 
Lieutenant-Colonel Maikbam, who* equally excellent and 
meritorious m an offleer rind a man, lived univeisdl) in- 
spected and beloved, and died h\n mg a hngUf txampL i 
military, social, and private value 

The Brigadier-General likewise tequesls Captains JVJarLn 
and Wilkinson, of the Royal Navy, to receive his acknow- 
ledgments and thanks for the Important assistance the\ have 
aflbuedj not only on this occasion alone, but on even othci, 
w herein his Majesty's service has required their co-operation 
He also beg* Captain Martin to do him the favour to nop n* 
the like acknowledgments to the officers of the Royal Va y 
and to the respective ships’ compaues under ins com n mo 
for the *£al and good conduct thyy have shewn whom u 
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CHAFER XIII. 

On Sunday, October 3Q, l?9Ir*5ir William Young 
embarked m the ship Delaford at Spifhead, which 
‘Ailed the same evening, and after a pleasant voy- 
age of thirty-eight days, came in sight of die island 
of Barbadoes. Here then the Tour may be said 
to commence ; and- the following extracts are, by 
fa\our of Sir William Young, transcribed lite- 
lully fi 0 * 1 } a rough journal, in which he entered 
?uch observations as occurred to him from the im- 
} n cssiens of the moment They may be considered 
Iheiefoic as a picture drawn from the life; and 
the under must be a had judge of human nature, 
and have a very indifferent taste, who does ‘not 
peicuve that it is faithfully drayn, and by the 
hand of a master.— -Tor the few notes at foot I am 
.m countable. 


Tut 'day, .December 6. — Early in the morning 
Barbadoes appeared in flight, bearing on the star- 
board bow W. N, W. At two o’clock P. M. the 
passengers landed in the six-oared pinnace. We 
went to a noted tavern, formerly Rachel’s, now 
kept by Nancy Clark, a mulatto woman, wheie X 
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cusp. first tasted avocado-pear, a mawkish fruit*. 

Walktpg about the streets of Bridge-Town, my 
Vd»b»do« impressions gave me far from a disagreeable sen- 
sation as to the negroes. The town is extensive, 
and seems crowded with people, mostly negroes* ; 
but 'the negroes, with few* exceptions* seemed 
dressed in a 'style much above even our common 
* artisans, the women especially, and there was’ 
such a swagger of 'importance ip the gait of those 
(and many there were) who lied gold car-rings 
and necklaces, that I told my friend Mr. O,, on 
his pressing mo for my opinion of what struck 
me on first landing in the West Indies, That the 
negro mown seemed to mt the proudest mortals J 
had ever seen. A Guinea ship was then in the 
harbour, and had Jain there for some time ; but 
none of the disgusting sights of ulcerated and de- 
serted seaman appeared in the streets. JCor did I 
see any thing relative to the conduct of the slaves 
that implied the situation of abject acquiescence, 
and dread of cruel superiority, attributed to them 
iu Great Britain. Many pressed their services on 
our first landing; and some first begged, and then 
yoked with us i« the style of ft /-terns of Terence, 
with great freedom of speech and some humour. 
I had a higher opinion of their n^pds, ami a better 
opinion of their masters and government, than 

* There is no disputing about tastes. In Jamaica this fruit 
is \ery highly esteemed by all classes of people. 1 1 >» usiml’y 
■ eaten with pepper and Sait, and has something of tfe* Ba* oa r of 
the Jerusalem artichoke, hut is richer and more delicate. 1 1 is 
4 sometimes called vcgektblr marrow, and it is unworkable th.-t 
•animals, both gramvoruus and carimorons, eat it with rdi^h. 
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before I set my foot on shore. —Such are ‘my firrt otiAi*; 
impre^ions, written this evening on returning 
aboard ; furthermore, the' squares or broader 
Streets are crowded with negroes ; their Wrangles 
and conversation forcibly struck me, As analogous 
„ to what might have been looked for from the * 
slaves in the Forum of Home. Said a negro hoy 
about twelve years of age to a voting ratdAtto: 

You damn *ny soul?.' 1 Mish pu were °^ r an< ^ 
bigger , I Mould make you ihange mu tti&ws with 
me. — Upon my honour! said an old negro.— I 'U 
bet you tijoe, (johannes) answered another, who 
had nothing but canvass trowsers on. I gave him 
no credit for possessing a sfc-And- thirty shilling* 
piece, but I gave bim full credit for a language 
which characterises a presumption of self-import- 
ance Perhaps, however, liberty of speech is 
more freely allowed, where licence can most 
promptly be suppressed. The Ubcrti of foe Ho- 
man Emperors, as we find in Tacitus, and foe 
domestic slaves ofothe Homan people, as we de- 
duce from scenes of Plautus and Terence, some- 
times talked a language, and took liberties, with 
their lords and masters, which in free servants and. 
citizens would not have been allowed. Liberty of 
the press is a pt$of of political freedom, but liberty 
of tongue is rather a proof of individual slavery. 

The feast of the Saturnalia allowed to slaves free- 
dom of speech for foe day, without control. In 
my estimate of human nature, 1 should' say that 
such freedom could not be used but moderately 
indeed ; for foe slave knew, that if he abused his 
pour i on foe Thursday, the master might abuse ha 
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chap. power, dh the Friday. His best security was .oa 
those days, wtien every word might tie forbidden, 
Ktrbad^ an< j therefore every word might be forgotten, or 
forgive^ ‘ Ta qualification of all inference from 
thy first view of negroes I should observe, that 
* they were town negroes, many of them probably 
free negroes, and many, or most of them, if d&t 
ail, domestic at house negroes. One small coun- 
try cart, drawn by twelve oxen, and with three 
carters, gatfe me no favourable idea of the owner’s 
feeding of either beasts or men. But accounts 
of distress, and objects of distress in the streets, 
are exaggerations. I saw as little of either os in 
any market town in England. * * 

At six in the evening ire returned on board; 
Captain and Mrs. W. of the GOth regiment, and 
their little girl, joining us on the passage to St. Vin- 
cents, for which island we immediately bore away. 

Barbadoes is an island rising with gentle ascent 
to the interior parts, called the, Highlands of Scot- 
land. As we sailed along the. coast from East to 
VFest, it appeared wonderfully inhabited; dotted 
with houses as thick as on the declivities in the 
jjpighbourbood Of London of Bristol, but with no 
* woods, and with very few trees, even on the summits 
of the hills two or three straggling cocoas near 
each dwelling-house were all the trees to be seen. 

r,l, -.r^-HDMLV-Trr-jn- ( 

h. viarav, Wednesday, December 7 - — At day-break, St. 
i79i. yj ncent ’ s { n jjghk At 3 P. M. the ship caync to 
, an anchor in Man tons Harbour, Off Callmqua- 
Mr. If, came immediately on board, and in half an 
hour we went on shore in the pinnace; horses 
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arena friwiy to 9»rry ns up to th£ villa, oi ixiumjpp* 'NSttAf 
house of my estate, distant admit half a n^lc, A 4 J^L* 
ndttihcr of my negroes mot m on the load, and sew<* 
stored my horse, and I had to. shake ha^s with 
every individual of ffjem. Their joy was express- 
ed ip, the, most lively manner, and jjtpe was m 
esse ; and famtliaruy in their address/ which im- 
plied ajd’fybite# Of apprehended. or : the 

drcuuiwance dot's the htgliesj; honour to my*. 

In Other <*iprlN|w, Mi, U. who has* the management 
of them. On nay sowing at tnv house, I had a 
succession* of visiters. 'j The; ¥ old negro nurse 
brought &e grass gang, of twenty or thirty cbi}- 
drsjfe, from five to ten years old, looking as well, 
and lively as possible, The old people came one 
by one to have some chat with Jtfassft (Master), 
aud among the icst ‘ Gtattny * Sarah . ’ who is a 
cutiosity. Site was born uj Africa* and had a child 
before she whs carried from thence to Antigua. 

Whilst in Antigua she remembers "perfectly wcli 
the rejoicing on the $0cro'* (ytfiite men’s) being 
let out of god, Who had billed Governor Park. 

Now this happened on the death <4 Queen Anne, 
in 1713-4 !- Which "gives, to Christmas 1791-2, 

i * a - v. JKL 

, % Xsjars 75 

Add two years! in Antigua tor > , 
passage, &e. i* 

Suppose her to have had a child! 
at fourteen, v and to Mte> *- - - 15 
been sold the ymr after ) 

The least probable age $ a* { (J ( 

Granby Sarah is * $ ~ ~ 1 

and she is the heartiest old woman I evei a.m. 


* rtmim .other. 
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chw Slue danced at a negro-bail last Christmas ; and 
^ 1 am to be her partner, and dance with her next 
at rwit. Christinas. She has a garden, or provision- 
ground^ to herself, in which, with a great-grand- 
child, about six years old, she works some hours 
every day, and is theireby rich. She hath hem 
exempted from all labour, except on her pwn, ac- 
count, for many years. * . 

The villa at Calliaqua is an excellent house for 
the climate : it hath tea large bed-chambers, and 
it accommodated nil our' party from the ship with 
^eat ease. , * 

Thursday, December 8 .—This morning I rode 
over the estate, which seems in the most flourish- 
ing condition: the negroes seem under a must 
mild discipline, and are a very cheerful -people. 
This day again I had repeated visits from my black 
ftiends ; Granny Sarah was with me at least half a 
dozen times, telling me, “ Me see you, M/ma , 
i t<m me go die*!” (1 behold yon, my Ma&tei ; 
now let me die ! ) 

* Friday, December <?.— We mounted our 

■ horses at one o’clock to ride to Kingston, where, 

a negro hoy had carried our clothes to dices . the 

* This is a stroke of nature, The sight of her master was * 
blearing to Old Sarah beyond all expectation > and not having 
any thing further to hope for in life, she desire* to be .released 
from die burthen of existence. A, similar circumstance oc- 
curred to myself In Jamaica “ hut human nature is the spate la 
*11 countries and ages — “ And Joseph made ready his chariot, 

' «' and went op to meet Israel h|s father, to Goshen j and pro-* 
“ rented himself onto him : and he fell on his neck, and wept 
“on his neck a good while, — And Israel said nnto Joseph, Now 
“ let me die, since 1 hate seen thyfacc," &c.— Oenesi6, chap 4G. 
v. 29, 30, v 





■ i WINDWARD |&&AM>* 

* A ' 

distance is about three nwks of very hilly road.' ‘ % 
particularly noticed every negro whom- 1 met tw 
overtook on the road : of these t counted eleven,' 8 
, who were dressed as field negroes, with only 
trowsers on ; and adverting to the evidence ou 
Slave Trade, I particularly remarked that not 1 hue 
.of the eleven bad a single mark or scar' 'of -the 
' whip. We met or overtook a gredt ihafiy ©$$r 
negroes, but they v?ene dreksed. ' Passing through 
Mr, .Gneatheed's large estate, 1 observed "in' ’ tw 
gang one well-looking negro woman, who had tWo 
or three Wheals on her shoulders, which sofet&jd 
the effect of an Old punishment *. v * 

A free mulatto woman, named Burton, came 
ibis day to complain before Mr. H. of he?' negro' 
slave, a lad of about seventeen. The boy was 
confronted, and seemed in truth a had subject, 
having absented himself the three last day's. The 
- only threat the woman used to behave, -Was thru 
she would sell hita. Mi. H. advised bet to do'it; 
and it ended in ordering the hoy to look but hbn- 
•'df for a master who imtU purthmb him. * 

Kingston is 4 small and scanned, but very 
neat and wefi-feflj|t town. We dressed ourselves * 
there, and proceeded at three to the government 
house, about a mile up the country. It is a.good 

• * In the West Indies the punishment of whipping is com- 

mauty Inflicted, not on the bach of the negroes, (aspradtised In 
the discipline of the British soldiers) but mere humane! j, and 
with much Jess danger, on partes posterior es* It is therefore no 
proof that thenegroe® whom hit William Young mkjk Ued had 
esrajied tlagellution, because their shoulders bore no impressioii 
of the whip Ihis acknowledgment I%« e to truth aud c<u - 
dour. 



250 TOUR f*raOUG« IHR 

<3Ma». bouse, hired from the Alexander estate. Hie go- 
v* vm*' *«*W gp*e me a most polite reception. Riding 
at Ymm. home^I had the company and conversation of Mr. 
t*. speaker of the assembly, who told me that a 
Ww slave act was prepared, and under considera- 
tion of the legislative, which he Wmself had 
drawn op ; and, above all, bad studied to frame 
ouch clauses and provisions as might ensure the* 
execution and full effect of the law in. favour of 
the negroes.— Abas tserrofis . — We bad likewise 
Some talk on tthe subject of building a church at 
« ^ngstou : he said, if moved in die assembly, he 
had hot a doubt of unanimity. J promised, at 
addition to my quota of tax tor ’such purpose, to 
subscribe £^00 towards ornamental architectuie 
or additional ex pence, which the conservators of 
the public purse might not think theu^clves war- 
ranted to admit in their plan and estimate; he 
i promised to set the business on foot. 

•Saturday, JM'b mkr 10 —This day (as u-uaP 
4 half holiday from twelve o’clock for the negroes. 

% December 3 fi. — Three Guinea, ships 

being in the harbour, full of slaves irtnn Africa, I 
testified a wish to visit the ships previous to the 
sale. I would have visited them privately and 
unexpectedly, hut it wa? not practicable. .Every 
tbihg was prepaued for our visit, as the’ feast ob- 
serving eye might, have discovered : in particular » 
I was disgusted with a general jumping or datnc- * 
mg of the negroes on the deck, which some* and 
pci haps many of them, did voluntarily, but some 
■ndei lorce or control ; for I saw a sailor, mote 
item once, catch those rudely by the arm whb had 
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ttaadddanciflg, and by gesture menace the® to 
’ repeat their ttmtiofl, to dap their hands, and shout 
tWrsottg Of Yah! Yak! which I underload to^'^ 
weatt “ Fijends.*-~Independent of this, and when , 

I insisted on the dance being stopped, I must. say 
4hat the people, with exception to One single wo- 
man (perhaps ill) seemed under ho apprebettsions, 
and were fheeiful tor the most part, and all anxi- 
ous to go ashore, being fully apprised of what 
would, he their situation and employment, when 
funded, by some of then countrymen, who were 
permitted to visit them from the plantations for 
that purpose. * 

Never were there ships or cargoes better suited 
for the ground of general observation; tor the 
ships came from distant districts, and with people 
of different nations on board: the Pilgrim of 
Bristol, with 370 Eboes from Bontiy, The f Eolus 
of Liverpool, with 300 Windward negrbes froi. 

Basse. The Anne of Liverpool, with 210 Gold 
Coast negroes from Wltydah. 

The Pilgrim (Taylor, commander) was in the 
best possible order; she was six feet in height be- 
tween decks* Without shelves or double tier in the 
men’s apartment^ and as clean as a Dutch cabinet. 1 
We visited every part ot the ship; in the hospital 
there was not one sick, and the slaves mustered on 
the deck, wore to all appearance, and uniformly, 
not only with clean skins, but with their eyes 
•bright, and every mark of health. This Oaptam 
Taylor must be among the best sort of men in 
such an employment; having* in throe voyages, 
and with toll cargoes, lost on the whole but tight 
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<gg* slayeg, and not one seaman, In general, T should 
ww give a, favourable account too of the Eolus, hat 
St - ' 1 ieW the Pilgrim bad not a scent that would offpnd, 
and was indeed sweeter than I should, have sup- 
posed posable, in a crowd of any people of the 
' Same number, in any climate. One circumstance 
in all the tliree was paitaolarly striking, h dela- 
tion to tlie evidence on the Slave Trade : A full 
half of either cargo consisted of children (and ge- 
nerally as fine Children as I ever saw) from six to 
fourteen years of age ; and, on inquiry, I found 
but very few indeed of these were connected with 
the jgrown people on board, I could not but sup- 
pose, then, that these little folks were stolen from 
their parents, and perhaps (in some instances) sold 
by their partnts *, I again remark, that these 
slaves were bom Bonny and from Bassa. 

The Anne was from the Gold Coast, a small 
vis el, scarcely clean, disagreeably offensive in 
smell, who only three feet six inches between the 
mam dicks, yet appaieutly with no sick on board. 
These Gold Coast negroes were in themselves a 

* Nothing w more common in all parts of Africa, than the 
circumstance of parents of free condit'oti selling their children 
In times of scarcity, which frequently happen* for a supply of 
food* Mr l\trk has recorded many instances of it among the 
MaftJtngoes, (\ide his Travels, p 248, and p* SOS') 

*• Perhaps by a philosophic land reflecting mind (observes Me. 
Park) death itself u ould scarcely be considered as a tfieatoer at* 
himity than sla\«fry ; but the p<»or ne^ro, when fainting With 
hung« r, exclaims, like Esau of n)d, Behold l dm at the point to 
rite , and what profit shall tht$ birthright do to me * r | he&e Are 
dreadful etiU $ ordained, without doubt, for wise Aqdgfood pur- 
poses, but, concerning the Oaum of them* human vHsdorq is 
doomed to silenced 
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worse looking people, but they bore too a sickly egg*- 

complexion and heaviness of mien and tnind wh^h^Vv*^ 
the others did not; and it was remarkable in the® tV5 " w '" t ' 
contrast of the cargoes, that among the last there * 
was not oven a common prb^brtion of children or 
young people ; I should suppose not above 20 in 
theSJO. - * 

Mr. B.‘ of the Custom House, told me that at 
St. Vincent’s more certificates for bounties wap 
given t»an at all the otter islands, and that the 
reason was, because it was situated next to Bar* 
badoes, the most windward of the islands, and the 
Guinea ships arriving thus far in health, the mas- 
ters, to avail themselves of the parliamentary 
bounty, took up their certificates before proceed" 
ing on to Jamaica or elsewhere, inasmuch »4 every 
clay, at the close of a long voyage, might be mark- 
ed by disease or death, and Thus eventually pre- 
clude them from the benefit of the law. Tills 
should be rectified. 

Mr. B. allowed, in conversation with me, that 
the regulations of tonnage proportioned to num- 
bers, on which such outcry had been raised, had 
ultimately pioved advantageous to the trader, as 
well as to the poor slave. The ptcsei ration of the 
slaves had well and fully repaid for the diminu- 
tion in height. 

Saturday, December 1 7 • ^At ton tins morning 
all my oegioes weie mustered at the works, and 
had ten bauds of herrings disti Suited among 
them * after waid-, such of the women as had 1 cared 
children, came to the villa, «nd each received, a* a 
pit sent, five yaids of fine cotton, at 2v. oV. p<r 
vmd, of the gaye-U pfittuu, to make e petticoat. 
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Sunday, 18.— ’Mr. Jjf, iftftd prayers to ft Gfttjgpe- 
fc gallon of my negroes. ' 

Tuesday, SO.— 1 Went to Kingston to attend #*e 
sale of the Eboe, Windward and Gold, Coan 
stoves, in all 880. The slaves were seated on the 
. flow in two large galleries, divided into lots of left 
eftejb* Those purchasers who, by previous ag>- 
.fdication, had. gained a’ title of pref-emptioli, {wr 
there was a demand for three tiroes* the number im- 
ported) drew for the lots in succession, until each 
had his number agreed for. In lotting the slaves 
sonae broken numbers occurred, and a little tot of 
four (two girls and two boys) of about twelve 
years old, were purchased for me. The slaves did 
not seem under any apprehension, nor did they ex- 
press any uneasiness with exception to the Gold 
Coast negroes, who gave many a look of sullen ' 
displeasure. Returning home in the evening, I 

found my four little folks in old Mrs. H V 

room, where they eat a hearty supper, had sows, 
of their country folks got round them, and went to 
sleep v as much at their ease as if born in the 
country. These children were uncranected with 
any on board the ship. The girls were remark- 
ably straight, and with finer features than negroc 
ordinarily have. They had each a bead necklace, 
and small cotton petticoat of their country make, 
and “ must I think have been kidnapped or stolen 
from then parents. I cannot think that any pa* 
rents would have sold such children. y 

Tnday, 2S.-~ ' This rooming I passed an hour or 
more observing die process of sugar-making ia 
die boiling house, i >f the best cane-juice, ft gal- 
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Ion of liquor gives one lb. of auger j of the mid* „ fia«v 
dhqg-rich, SO gallons give 1® lbs,. ; of the watefy i^t/ 
cases, S4 gallons give 16 lln* * 

' This afternoon Asrs elm, chief of the Charaibes * 
in the quarter of Mome-Young, and B&unau, 
chief of Grand Sable, at thoitead of about twenty, 

, came into the parlour after dinner, and laid a dm * 
d'emM lit my feet of Charaibe baskets, alid of 
fowls and pine apjdes. We treated thorn with 
ut we, and afterwards abort a dozen of their ladies 
were introduced, who preferred rmn, S I had mud* 
courteous conversation wilh Anschn, accepted «, 
basket, and a couple of pines, and bought # wtee 
baskets of the other Charaibes. They wetf ail in* 

\ ited to sleep on the estate, and a keg of ruin was 
o'.lered in ictuin for An&eJm's present, tod for 
Ihunau's, &c. • * 

Ls Lime, one of the chiefs who had signed the * 
treaty m 1 773, and a dozen others, had before vi- 
sited me at different times, but this -was a formal 
address of ceremony, and all in their best attire, 
that is, the men, and peihapKS the w omeh too, for 
though they had no clothes, sai mg a petticoat re- 
sembling two children’s pocket handk< i chiefs sew- 
ed at the corners, and hanging one befoie and one 
ljebind, yet they had tlu.ii faces painted rod, gins 
tl Hough their under lips, and braef lets , and ^ut 
the ir ancles strings of leather and beads. 

De< mbr 2 5 . — About ten in the tyrenoon the 
negroes of my estate, both men and women, ex- 
ceedingly well dtessed, came to wish Os a men) 
tehn«Uoas . soon after came two negro fullers ami 
a tauiborinc, when we had an horn’s dancing, ami 
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•wr. f#pwsr, Mc^arkh ^hillis, danced an excellent 
viv ttifouet# and $iet» four, of them a dance n4 
it g reel. After disti touting ftffifll 

thw , deferent Christmas boxes, to tbf nuufoer^f 
afepot fifty, we attended prpyers in % large, n»fo : 
*,WW read select parft Mir, 

'H , 5 ^- closed our church attendant 
ter from our Saviours sermon on the moi^,ijj§d* 
a drogue of practical Christianity Ofi the- heads 
of ire^gfiaJiK»t towards God, and ‘peace towards 
tae». day, and almost e?eiy day, I bed 

IjfiWy tQhamibe visitors tendering presents. I laid 
1& rule to receive no presents Into from toe 
i, for the person presenting expects double 
« thel, value in return, and the Chaiaibes a?e too nu- 
meroayfor a general dealing on such terms, either 
with views to privacy or economy. I should not 
* omit that yesterday morning the chiefs, Anselm* 
and Ehjuoau, who had visited me the evening be- 
fore, came to see me, and politely having observed , 
that they would not intermingki in their first visit 
of congratulation, on my coming to St* Vincent's, 
aby matter of another nature, proceeded to de-« 
mand yttcUcs nouvelles de la France, and then queUes 
ftowpetks dt l’ Jug Icier re; and ,thus proceeded gra- 
dually to open the tendency Of the question, as 
reb&iug to the design* of government touching 
thefoselves. It seeuis that some persons of this. 
Colony, travelling into their country, and looking 
over the delightful plains of Grand Sable from 
Moi ne Young, had exclaimed, “ what a ply thh 
country yet belongs to the savage Charaibts /” and 
this kind of language repeated among them, had * 
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awakened jealousies and apprehensions. and some chap 
French discontented fugitives from Martinico and 
elsewhere bad (as had been heard from the Cha- St v:nfe0< 
raibes at Kingston) given a rumour that I was 
come out with some project for dispossessing them 
by the English government. To remove these* 
jealousies, I told them, ‘That private a man as f 
was, and come merely to look at my' estate, and 
settle my private affairs, I would venture, on ’per- 
sonal knowledge of the minister, and character of 
o>w common king, and unalterable principles of 
our government, to assure them, that whilst they 
continued their allegiance, and adhered to the terms 
of the treatv of 1773, no one dare touch their lands, 
and that Grand Sable was as safe to them as was 
'lalliaqua to me : it was treason to suppose that 
the king would not keep his word, according to 
ihc conditions of that treaty ; and if any subjects 
ventured to trespass on them, they would, on pro- 
per representations, he punished For 1 m self, l 
assumed a mien of anger, that they should forget 
their national principle in reception of me. If 
friendships and enmities descended f*om lathes to 
sen, they must knbw me foi their steadiest friend, 
aid incapable of any injustice towards them.’ 

They seemed very much pleased with this sort of 
language, and assured me of then- strongest re- 
gard and confidence, and would hear no more 
lies or tales to the prejudice ot myself, or of the 
designs of government. They invited me to come 
and taste their hospitality, and I promised to do 
so, and we parted as I could wish — the best firend c 
in the world. 


\ JL. III. 
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<w. December 20'. — This was a day of Christmas 
gambols. In the morning we rode out, and in the 
si. VnwbL town of Calliaqua saw many negroes attending 
high mass at the popish chapel. The town was 
like a v ery gay fair, with booths, furnished with 
every thing good to eat and line to wear. The 
negroes (with a very few exceptions) were all 
dressed in pattern cottons and muslins, and the 
joung girls with petticoat on petticoat ; and all 
bad hand kerchiefs, put on with faucy and taste, 
about their heads. Beturning to the villa, we 
were greeted by a party which liigh toned the boys. 
It was the Mot > Jumbo and Ins suite*. The 
Jumbo was on stilts, with a head, mounted on the 
actor’s head, which was concealed: the made 
was fiom two bd4.rts, like stiawbeiry bask< ts, 
with little bell. within, shook in time. 1 he 
swordsman danced with an air of menace, the 
musician was comical, and Jumbo assumed tne 
lk antic terrible," and ua, vety active on lus stilts. 
We bad a large company to dinner; and in the 
evening I opened the ball m tin gloat court, with 
a minuet, with black Phillis, Granny Sot ah being 
indisposed: our mum: consisted of two excellent 
hddies, Johnny and 1 'ishcr, from my PemhioKc 
i state, and ( * randtsm, tamborin of the villa 
there stood up about eighteen couple ; the men 
negroes were dies^d in the highest heuuisui, with 
muslin frills, high capes, and white hat’ ; and one 
beau had a large fan. The negio gills were all 
diessecl gay and fine, with handkerchiefs folded 

* Without doubt the Mumbu Jumbo of the Mandcngot » — 
Vale. Park's 'i rav its, < A, j>. .39. 
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tastefully about their heads, and gold ear-rings chap.- 
i and necklaces : the girls were nearly all field ne- 
r -groes ; there are but four female slaves as domes- 8t * 
tics in the villa. In England, no idea of “jolly 
Christmas” can be imagined, in comparison with 
the three days of Christmas in St. Vincent’s. In 
every place is seen a gaiety of colours and dress, 
and a corresponding gaiety of mind and spirits ; 
fun and finery are general. This moment anew 
party of musician*- are at rived with an African 
Bctlajo , an instrument composed of pieces of hard 
wood of different diamek t laid on a row over 
a sort of bin • they beat on one or the other so 
as to strike out a good musical tune. They play-, 
ed two or three Ah lean tunes; and about a 
dozen girls, hearing the sound, rune from the 
huts to the great court, and began » curious and 
most Illicit ions dance, with much grace as well as 
action ; in the last plenty in truth. 

Suudai /. , January 1, 17P-- — Rode over to my 
Pembroke estate in the valley of Buccament, 
about sis miles distant, to the lecwaid of King- 
ston. d iie road is over the most lugged and 
toweling lulls, with occasional precipices of rock 
of a reddish dark hue, and for the icst covered 
with hushes and some fine tiees. in the vales, be- 
tween the lidges, and on every practicable ascent* 
are cultivated ground', and the whole is a mix- 
tine of the rich and the romantic. The mad 
winds much, to avoid the deep ravines and gullies. 

The flight of a bird cannot be more than t* ice 
miles from Kingston to Buccament. Me entt\< J 
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emp the valley of Buccament by a ravine, called Keil- 
Jtw Ian’s laud, belonging to me. 
st \ tncwit. The vale of Buccamcnt brings to mind the 
happy and stcluded valley of Kasselas, prince of 
Abyssinia. The valley, containing about 3,000 
acres, is hemmed on each side by towering hill 5 !, 
whose steep ascents have in part peeled off or 
split in the storm, and now aie left precipices of 
bare rock, appearing between streaks of the highest 
verdure, from which occasionally shoots the moun- 
tain cabbage tree*. In the centre of the valley 
stands an insulated mountain, whose height, 
tlnough an inttrHtice in the nigged boundary of 
the vale, looks down on the gum son of Bcrkshire- 
hill, and Beikshire-htll is 027 feet above the sea 
The hills or locks that shut in the valley, again 
command tnc hill in the centre. Down the vale 
runs a fine and rapid river, abounding with the 
finest mullet and other fish ; its bed is obstructed 
with fragments of rocks from the skirting moun- 
tains. Its murmurs fill the vale. It winds round 
the centre hill, aud then poms straight into the 
sea. The volley, as it coasts the sea, is about om 
mile over. It stretches inland about five mile*, 
its greatest breadth, half-way lVoin the sta, is twe 
miles. From the mount, in the centre, it forms a 
most luxuriant piettue of cultivation, contiaste 
with romantic views, and seems wholly secluded 
from all the woild. My Pembroke estate take 5 - 
in the hilt in the centre, and thence runs along the 

* Called also tin- I’almcto Royal. See U described at large, 
tol. i p. 20. 



WINDWAHI) ISLAND. 


261 


river-side, comprehending all the valley on one char 
? jiide, to within a quarter of a mile of the sea. 

\ A negro gave signal of my approach to the St ^ tee * Dt * 
bouse, and all the negroes catno forth to greet me, 
and with a welcome as warm as that at Calliaqua. 

They caught hold of my bridle, my feet, and my 
coat ; every one anxious tor a share in leading me 
up to the house ; and indeed they attempted to 
take me off my horse and carry me, but I begged 
them to desist, 

Friday, January (> — I visited Bci kshire-hill, 
and went ovet the fortifications. ' The lull itself 
is a rock, and, fiom its precipices, is scaicely as- 
sailable ; wheie it is so, paits have been cut away, 
and, take art and natmc together, the place may 
be deemed impregnable. The point above hath 
been flatted off, sO as to 'admit room on its surface 
for most commodious barracks for a complete re- 
giment, stores, ieservoirs, & c. all bomb-proof. In 
my diffeient excursions, 1 continued to inspect 
the persons of the negroes, and 1 can asset t, ttiat 
not one m fifty of those I have seen has been 
markfd with the whip, with exception to the gang 
employed at the public works on Bei kshire-hill. 

This gang may be supposed to consist for the most 
part of reprobate apd bad negroes, who have been 
sold from estates for nddance of their practices 
and examples. They chiefly belong, as an entire 
pang, to the overseer of the works, who may be 
supposed to pick them up cheap, being bad cha- 
racters, though competent to their business, undei 
the control of the military. The inhabitants, 
not willing to send their able men to the pub- 
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ci^r. lie works, for fear of evil communication, com* 
v*.-0 mute their quota of labourers, by paying the 
si. Xmcent oversecr a cer taiu sum to find others in thf ir room. 

Friday, January 13, 1792. — The Charaibe 
chief of all, Chatoyer, with his brother du Vallee, 
and six of their sons, came to pay me a visit, and 
brought their presents ; a stool of Charaibe work- 
manship, and a very large cock turkey of the 
wild breed, which with a hen I mean for Eng- 
land. Chatoyer and du Vallee were well dressed ; 
^ a mark of respect, they came without arms. 
We hail much conversation with them, and X 
gave in return a silver-mounted hanger to Cha- 
toyer, and a powder-horn to du Vallee. The 
latter is possessed of nine negro slaves, and has a 
cotton plantation. He is the most enlightened of 
the Charaibcs, and may be termed the founder of 
civilization among them. Chatoyei and hi# sons 
dined at the villa, and drank each a bottle of claret. 
In the evening they departed in high glee, with 
many expressions ot li iendship. 

January 1 7. — I visited the king’s botanic gar- 
den; Dr. Anderson went round the gat den with 
me. It cousists of about thirty acres, ot which 
sixteen are in high garde# cul&ptioti. Xbe va- 
riety, beauty, growth, and health of the plants, 
from all quaiters of die globe, are most attiking, 
It is a scene for aVpainter as well aa a botanist, 
The quickness of vegetation is astonish^; some 
English oak of three years growth am above seven 
feet high. The Indian teak wood, fid! eighteen 
feet high, and six inches diameter, of tjnly four 
years growth. This being a remarkable hard and 
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durable wood, leads me to note tbe genera! re- chav. 
mark of Dr. Anderson , “ that in this country, - JUJiL 
“ whcie vegetation never stops or is checked, St 
“ the hardest woods are of growth a? quick as 
“ Ltie most pulpous or soft texture.” Dr. Ander- 
son is multiplying to a great extent all the useful 
trees; the Chinese tallow tree, the gum ambic, 
the Peruvian hail, the balsam of Oapivi, the cin- 
namon, &c. & e. Ah if. I name them from their 
produce, 

January 23.- Never passing a slave without - 
observing his back, either in the field or in the 
road, or wenches washing in the rivers, 1 have 
seen not one back mat bed, besides that of the wo- 
man observed befoie on Mr. (irealhead's estate (in 
whom I may be mistaken as to the cause) and one 
new negto unsold at Kingston, who found means 
to explain to me that he was fumfumm’d (flogged) 
by tbe surgeon of the slop; and he seemed to 
have had two or three strokes with a cal. I note 
it in the language of one accustomed to attend 
military punishments.— At my estate, and I be- 
lieve on most otheis, confinement is the usual pu- 
nhlimom. Three have been punished at Cal- 
liaqua since my arrival ; Sampson has received 
ten lashes, «nd two men vv^e put into tbe stocks, 
of whom Indian W ill was one, for getting drunk 
and cutting a negro lad’s head open in his passion ; 
he was released the next morning. The other 
was a watchman at the mill, from which the sails 
had been stolen ,* he was confined for two nights 
in terrorem, and then, no discovery being made of 
the theft, he was released. 



TOUR THROUGH IHJb, 


uia-' January 26. — Sailed fioru Nan ton's harbour in 

the Maria schooner of 28 tons, took our depar- 
.-u Hmeent. t ure at ten j n t h e forenoon, coasted to leeward, 
and came off M Lucia in the evening. 

Friday, 27. — Off Dominica in the morning, 
becalmed. In the evening a breeze sprung up; 
and, 

Saturday, 28. — Came at day-break off Basse- 
terre, in Guadaloupe ; hailed a fishing boat, and 
bought some fish ; the people said all was quiet ; 
tout va lien a la Guadaloupe . 

Saw a very large spermaceti whale spouting and 
playing close a-head in the channel between Gua- 
daloupe and Antigua. Came to an anchor at 
Vt.’-n, 5 P. M. in Old Road bay, Antigua Walking up 
r<ie " an excellent level coach road half a mile, to the 
old road plantation house. A mulatto boy getting 
before, gave notice of Mcssa being on the way. 
Every hoe was now thrown down, and a general 
huzza followed , and my good creoles, man wo- 
man, and child, ran to meet me with such totacy 
of welcome, embracing my knees, catching my 
hands, clothes, &c. kc. that I thought I ‘■lioukl 
never have icached the house At length, m joy- 
ous procession, with handkerchiefs for flues, I 
was conveyed to the old mansion of my ancestors, 
and gave my good »>eople a treat of ruin, and all 
was dance and song. 

Sunday, 29. — Inquiring into the condition of 
the estate and situation of the negroes, I found 
the latter gene; ally di&batisfied with their manager, 

Mr. It — . Their complaints were -dirtclcd 

chiefly to his curtailing the allowance of the o d 
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people, and such others as were incapable of lu- luap. 
hour ; and his frequency and severity of punish- 
t ments. The first complaint I removed instantly, 
by ordering the full allowance of industrious 
youth to meritorious age. For the second (on 
examining into the grounds of allegation, and., 
finding them just) I immediately discharged Mi. 

11. and appointed Mr. H , who had been Uni 

years on the estate, and much liked by the ne- 
groes, to be their manager. Their satisfaction on 
both accounts seemed complete and general. , 

Monday, SO. — Went to St. John’s, a large, and 
in many parts a well-built town, and the church 
an excellent building, as is likewise the town or 
court house; but the town itself has the appear- 
ance of ruined trade and deserted babitancy. The 
country for twelve miles, from the old road plan- 
tation to St. John’s, is open, with very few trees, 
or even shrubs, but beautiful in Us swells of 
ground, scarcely to be called hills, spotted wilt* 
buildings, and varied with inlets of the sea open- 
ing in different points of view ; high but infruc- 
tuoua cultivation cover every acre. The loads » 
excellent, and every thing speaking the civiliza- 
tion, art, and toil of man ; but nature answers not. 

Under the drought all fails : heat, with little or 
no moisture, generates nothing. Partial rains 
have this year, as often before, given hopes to the 
planter for his canes, and to the ticgio for his pro- 
visions ; hut the season has again failed, and their 
hopes are blasted. The whole is a picture of dis- 
appointment, in land, beast, and man. Tim negro 
houses arc excellent, and many of them of atone , 
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chap, but no in-doors can give the face of comfort and ' 
vvv contentment, if all is wanting beyond the thiesh- 
AnUgu*. h 0 M. The negroes having little or no provisions 
from their grounds, are fed by allowance front 
the planters, many themselves in distress, which 
scants that allowance. On estates in good condi- 
tion, it is twelve quarts of corn, with two or 
three pounds of salt provision per week. 

Thursday, February 2. -—Being a day which I 
had allotted for a holiday to the negroes, we went 
early to the valley of the old road. In the morn- 
ing I distributed ten barrels of herrings amongst 
the negroes, and in die evening we had a very 
mart well diessed negio ball in the hall of my 

old mansion. Mr. L — and myself both im- 

paitiallv allowed the negroes, young men and 
gnls, to dance better in step, in grace, and cor- 
tectness of figure, than our fashionable, or indeed 
any couples at any ball in England ; taking that 
ball generally, there is no one negio dances ill. 

1 danced a countiy dance with old Hannah, and 
a minuet with long Nanny. Not a complaint 
, remains at the old road. 

Friday, Fihrwary 3.— Returning from old road 
to Dr. Fanbaun’s, I there saw Mr. Hoffman, the 
Moravian missions y, whose blameless stilt <*»- 
sum to his song . The Moravian missionaries are 
of the highest character for moral example, as 
well as gentle manners; and they preach the doc- 
trines of peace and good will to all men, and to 
all governments. They assimilate in simplicity 
best with the minds of the negroes, and in their 
> assiduity and goodness, have, I fear, but few 
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equals amongst the regular clergy ir the West In- Chap. 
dies. It was with difficulty ,1 prevailed on the 
good, mild, and disinterested Mr. Hoffman, to re- Aa ^s m - 
ceive annually for his domestic use a small bar- 
rel of sugar, and a quarter-cask of rum* as a 
token of my regard* for his attention to my negroes 
on tiie old road estate. 

Sunday , February 5 .*— In the evening embark- 
ed for Martinique. + 

Monday , 6 . — 1 vecal tried off Guadaloupe. 

Tuesday, 7. — At seven in the evening cantos Mam- 
into St. Pierre’s bay, and passing under the stern u ‘ q,M:, 
of an 18 gun sloop of war, she hailed us to come 
on board. I went on board with the captain of 
out schooner. The French officer commanding 
the sloop, on ray stating that our vessel was not 
commercial, but merely having On board Eng- 
lishmen, passengers, told me that the schooner must 
immediately come to an anchor under his stern, 
but that myself and other gentlemen might go on 
shore Returning to the schooner, a serjeant of 
the natioual guards followed us in a shallop, and 
said he was come fay orders to conduct us on shore . 
vu> went with him. On landing, he told us we 
must proceed to the hotel a'c 1' attendant, Montueur 
lo Chevalier de Menerad. He marched us ajiovc 
a mile to the hotel, and passing within the senti- 
nel at enhance of the court, asked for the gover- 
nor, who was out, and only a black boy m the 
house, who knew not where the governor was to 
be found. The national serjeant talked in a high 
tone of brutal command, and said w c must stay 
all night in the open air, or until the governor 
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was found. I used every kind of language, but 
all in vain. I was afterwards told that I had . 
omitted the essential argument with these liberty- 
corps, to wit, ‘ a Johannes' About ten o’clock a 
Monsieur De la Cour, lieutenant of police, ar- 
rived, apparently on other business. 1 told him 
my name and situation. He behaved most po- 
litely, and told the serjeant he should take us to 
the hotel dtp Americains, the best tavern in St. 
Pierre, giving himself security for our forthcom- 
ing next morning. Whilst the receipt for our 
bodies was writing, the governor, Chevalier de 
Menerad, arrived : on my name] being mentioned 
he behaved most politely, asked my whole party 
to supper, and offered ine.a'bed. Having com- 
plained of the Serjeant’s conduct, he immediately 
told him to leave the room, and made a general 
apology, giving me plainly to understand that 
there was scarcely the appearance of law', go- 
vernment, or any authority at Martinique. 

The national regiments hud arrived a jeai be- 
fore. The inhabitants were of a different patty. 
The old corps on duty thue of an uncertain or 
undecided diameter, and the i institution of the * 
mother country beiug unsettled, and no persons 
in Martinique knowing who were finally to be 
uppermost, all were afraid to assume a respon- 
sibility. ‘ 

1 thanked the governor for his polite invita- 
tion, but declined accepting what the state of hw 
house, and having no domestics, proved to be a 
mere invitation of compliment. His wife usd ‘fa- 
mily were at Guadaloupe. 
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Monsieur De La Cour conducted us, at near 
eleven at night, to the American hotel, where, find- L*«v-y 
ing an excellent house and a truly Parisian cook, 
we laughed over our difficulties. 

Monsieur De La Cour, and Monsieur Penah, 
our banker, next morning confirmed the state of 
government in Martinique, as before mentioned : 
all was a calm, but it was such a calm as generally 
precedes a hurricane. With respect to the slaves, 
they arc perfectly quiet. For the free mulattoes 
and gens de coukur (who are twice as numerous * 
as the white inhabitants) they too are waiting the 
result of ascendant parties in old France. For 
the whites, they are generally, as far as I can find, 
friends to the old government, and they declare 
themselves most openly ; hence the new acts of 
the national assembly are vet unexecuted. The 
church remains on its ancient footing, and the 
convents are filled with the same people, Capu- 
chins and Ursulins, but the Capuchins appear 
not in the open streets. 

In this state of political diffidence, commerce 
has lost, its activity, and credit is gone; vet 
money seems to lie plenty ; but there is little 
or no trade, in this great and once commercial 
ft>wn. Instead of fifty or more large sugar 
ships, which should at this season be seen in 
the bay, there arc only nine ; and even these 
seem in general to lie small. American vessels 
(schooners and sloops') arc numerous; perhaps 
there may lie forty*. 

Wednesday y February 8. — Wc amused our- 
selves in walking about the town and purchasing 
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chap, presents for our friends ; bijouterie of Madame 
^-0 Gentier, embrmdme of Madame Nodau, and 
fyueur* of Grandmaiwm. 

The town of St. Pierre extends along on the 
beach. It is abofe two miles in length, and 
in breadth about half a mile. The building!} are 
of atone, and handsome. The shops are many of ' 
them well decorated. The jeweller and silver* 
smith’s shop (Gou tier’s) is as brilliant as any in 
London or Paris. Trade being nearly extinguish- 
ed in the -harbour, the embers of what it has been 
glimmer in the shops. 

Thursday , February 9. — In the evening we 
embarked for St. Vincent’s 

&t Vincent, Friday , February 10. — Early this morning 
were in sight of St. Vincent’s, off the Sugar 
Loaves of St. Lucie, and there close in with the 
land. A fine breeze springing up, we -run over 
the channel of seven leagues in three hours, and 
then coasted down to windward of St. Vincent’s, 
a beautiful and rich country, mostly in pos- 
session of the Charaibes. At four in the after- 
noon we anchored in Young's Bay, landed, and 
once more found ourselves in the comfortable 
mansion of Calliaqua. My voyage to Antigua 
has put me in full possession of the question con 
. cerning the best mode of feeding the negroes, 1 
am speaking of the difference in their situation in 
regard to plenty and comfort, When fed by allow- 
ance fiom the master, as in Antigua; or when 
supported by provision grounds of their owd, as 
in St. Vincents. In the first case, oppression 
may, and certainly in some instances, and in dif- 
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fercnt degrees, doth actually exist, either as to chap . 
quantity or quality of food ; besides the circutn- 
'stance, of food for himself, the negro suffers too 8u Xmmh 
in his poultry and little stock, which are hia 
wealth. The maintenance of hit pigs, turkeys, or 
chickens, must often subtract from his own din- 
ner, add that perhaps a scanty one, or he cannot 
keep stock at all ; and a negro without stock, dm3 
means to purchase tobacco, and othef little con- 
veniences, and some finery too for his wife, is 
miserable. 

Ih the second case, of the negro feeding him* * 
self with his own provisions, assisted only with 
salt provisions from his master (three pounds of 
salt fish, or an adequate quantity of herrings* per 
week, as in St Vincent’s) the situation of the ne- 
gro is in proportion to his industry.; but generally 
speaking, it affords him a plenty that amounts to 
comparative wealth, viewing any peasantry in Eu- 
rope. On my estate at Calliaqua, forty-six acres 
of the richest ground are set apart for the negro 
gardens, where they uork voluntarily in the two 
hours they have every noon to themselves, on the 
half-holiday in the week, and Sundays; and tfopr 
ietums are such, that in my negro village, con tam- 
ing eighty-five huts, there is scarcely one hut has 
a goat and kids, two or three pigs, and some poul- 
try running about it. All this stoqk is plentifully 
fod^frorn the negro's garden, and how plentifully 
the garden supplies him will appear from the fol- 
lowing feet. From the late Guinea sales, I have 
purebred altogether twenty boys and girls, from 
tea $»rtce& $ears old. It is the' practice , on • 
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bringing them to the estate, to distribute them in 
.-w the huts of Creole negroes, under their direction 
St. \ intent are t0 them, train them to work, 

and ^ teach them their new language. For this 
care of feeding end bringing up the young African, 
the Creole negro receives no allowance of provi- 
sions whatever/ ife receives only a knife, a cala- 
bash to eat from, and an iron boiling pot- for each. 
On first view of this it looks like oppression, and 
putting the burthen of supporting another on the 
negro who receives him ; but the reverse is the 
" foot. When the new negroes arrived on the es- 
-tate, I thought the manager would have been 
torn to pieces by the number and earnestness ot 
the applicants to have an inmate from among 
them. The competition was violent, and trouble- 
some in the extreme. The fact is, that every 
negro in his garden, and at bis leisure hours, earn- 
ing much more than what is necessary to feed 
him, these young inmates are the wealth of the 
negro who entertains them, and for whom they 
work; their work finding plenty for the little 
household, and a surplus for sale at market, and for 
feeding his stock. This fact was in proof to me 
from the solicitations of the Creole negroes in ge- 
neral (and who had large families of their own) to 
take another inmate, on conditions of feeding him, 
and with a right to the benefit of his work *. As 

soon as the young negro has passed his appren- 

» * 

Compare this with what is paid on the same subject* vohSL * 
p?l&4. It was impossible thtfi two persons, writing in different 
islands, could agree so very precisely, unless their observations 
were founded in truth. 
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ticotyifrMd .is fit foe$8wrk.*ra the M| t a 
hut joS hist «wa, and Mprfa n( garden - on hm o*ra 
account. , 0f the safe 'provisions 'given out to the * 
■ negroes, die finest sort aw? the salted from 

America, and U»« utgfttyri jpmarkafely feud of 
th flfa, My brother H-e hn tffraa is « manager at 
ooce, properly strict, ^aOd *aost khi%*nd 
both fibred and beloved by all the ‘negroes) in- 
dulges im fcy studying to grtfe i variety in their 
provisions ; pork, beef, *nd fish of diiS^Wfc sOfte. 
A negro prefers poik to beef; one pound of jjpffc 
will go as far as two pounds of beef in his Brtds- 

pot. This little attention of Mr. H • to’lfcp 

negroes* wishes, shews how much of their comfort 
must even depend on the masters’ regard tn ihera. 

IVedneiday, Febrmr y 33 — The Gb’tb leginieot 

* reviewed by General Cuylet. The men well-look- 
ing, tlie manual in proper time and exact, the 

• filing close, and the level good. The review in a 
word shewed this regiment to he well disciplined, 
and nothing hurt by residence of near seven years 
w the West Indies. 

Monday, Man h 5.~-Embarked in the Fairy 
sloop of war lor Tobago. (Jot uodet way at 
twelve. 

Tuesday, Match (i — At four J*. Tobago 
m sight, our course dose to tine wind, making for 
the body of the island. 

Wedmday, March 7.— Close in with the land, 
and most of the day beating to windward with a 
strong lee current. Iii the afternoon were oft 
Man dmr bay. 

Thunday, March 8.— The wind E. S E. 
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CHAr. and a string lee current against us the whole 
\J1^< night. At day-break, we found our ship nearly 
st \ mcent w h ere she was the preceding sun-set In the 
evening we weathered St. Giles’s rocks and little 
Tobago on the N. E. end of the island. Lay to 
during the night. 

Friday^ March <?.— Atsun-rise were off Queen’s 
bay, on the leeward coast, whence we ran down, 
with bo tli wind and current in our favour, and 
anchored in RocLly-bay about twelve o’clock, 
r i ago. Saturday, March 10. — Went to Rise-land, oi 
1792 ‘ Sandy point, in the S. W. part of the island, a 
country almost flat, but beautifully spotted with 
mountain cabbages, and various trees. Trim- 
dada, at eighteen miles distance, appearing plain 
to the eye. 

Sunday , Man h 11.-- This morning early, I 
iode five miles acioss the Island from Rise-land to 
Adventuie estate, in Coyiland-bay division. In 
traversing the country, and on my return, I wa. 
much struck with its beauty, from the Flat a 1 
.Sandy point gently breaking into lulls, till ul- 
timately at the N.JL. end it becomes a scene ol 
mountains and woods. I puUruljriv no’ticei! the 
great extent of jnovisiou gi minds, and the tint, 
healthy looks of the nogtoes in general, arising 
f'om die plenty around them. I saw no marks oi 
the whip on their backs, at least not here nor at St. 
Vincent'*. The punishments are either so unfic- 
qnent or so little seveie, as to leave no traces for 
any length ot time. 

Sunday, March 15 . — Laily in the morning set 
out, and m the afternoon i cached the hum d'or 
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estate. Twenty-two miles from Port Louis, from cm at. 
the very point of the Town of Port Louis, 
the country becomes hilly ; and as you further ad- 
‘ vance, die hills rise into mountains not broken, 
and rugged, as the convulsed country of St. Vin- 
cent’s, hut regular though steep, and on a large 
scale of regular ascent and despent. The scene of 
nature is on an extensive scale, and gives the idea 
of a continent rather than an island^ It is not 
alone its vicinity to the Spanish main that sug- 
gests this idea. The appearance of the island 
fully warrants the assumption, and the contiguity 
of South America, only more fully marks its be-* 
ing torn therefrom, and of its being, in old time", 
the southern point or bold promontory of the vast 
bay of Mexico. 

Friday, March 16.— This day I rode over my 
estate, but previous to any remarks thereon, I 
must notice the radical words and language of 
the Indian red Charaibe (Louis). There are 
three families of red Charaibe®, settled in a corner 
of my Louis-d’or estate, and their history is briefly 
this.. — Louis was five years old when his father 
and family fled (about fifty years past) from the 
persecutions of the Africans or black Charaibes of 
St, Vincent’s. The family has since divided into 
three distinct ones, by increase of numbers. Louis, 
the chief, is a very sensible man, and in his traffic 
for fish and other articles, has obtained some 
knowledge of the French language, 

The following words I took from sound, and 
with accuracy ; for on reading over the Cha*vjbe 
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uup. words to Louis, he repeated them back in French 

. to me. 

iobugo 

* (k>d-~rtakdtT, } < vrcmdncre Wind — c&2Uibnl , . Father bahr 


Th« Sun~-vehti . % « w Rwti- (.onob , . . Mother- helnw 
Moon — wjone ■ . . * , Thunder - wan vuarow Sf«i— wtca. 

£drth — hating , . . . . Mountain- with . . , I>3Ughter~~lmiiu 

St a -babul - * * Tree — wcwtt .... I up— necr. 

Fjjv— what«ho' ..... Bird -~f<m . .... %uti 

U*'tr — torn* . . . Ftsh- -ota’ ... . . Dcv*l — <guoW» 


] interrogated Louis as to religion : he is 
now a catholic, but says the Charaibc belief was 
always in a future state.- Forme) ly, they used to 
bury the detunct sit! mss 1 • with his bow, arrows, 
&c. u Dul now,’ says Louts, “ we bury au bug 
f ‘ rt droit, which is better , toi when sitting, the 
v body got ret net (this was his expression), and 
“could not easily stur # t up and fly to heaven, but 
“ being buried long and straight, it can fly up d! 

“ rectly when called.’’ This argument was po- 
sibly suggested by tbi catholic inissiowu ies, to 
make the poor Chat allies leave the old practice 
Louis’s belief in a future state is, however, ascei- 
laincd. 

But now to icmarks on the estate. On the 
beach at Queen’s-bay, art brick and stone pillais, 
not unlike the great gate ot an English park, 
whence the eye i“ directed up an avenue of cocoa- 
nut trees, and from thence, in the same straight line, 
through a broad and regular street of negro houses, 
dt a mile from the gate, to the works, which ter- 
minate the avenue, and have the appearance of a 

* I questioned particularly on the signification of the word 
*ak<ti. , 

f This is a curious and remarkable illustration of what i' 
r< latcd in tire Appendix to book i to) i. p. 147 
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church built m form 6f the letter T> with a tower chak 
raised ou the centre- Ovei the wor k» rise a pre- 
cipice, on which stands the mansion-house, nohiy 'T oU s°- 
commanding the whole vale. A line river winds 
from the back mountains, under the point of the 
great ridge on which the house stands, and then 
pours in a direct line nearly by the east Of the 
negro village, into the sea. In its course it sup- 
plies a canal lot turning the water-mill. 

The otgiots no this estate arc a most quiet and 
contented people , some asked me for little trifles 
of money for different pui poses, which \ gave 
them, but there was not one complaint* for old 
Castalio came to me as a kind of deputation from 
the rest, to td) me that “ massa Hamilton was 
“good manager, and good massa" Indeed the 
negroes are generally treated as favourite chil- 
dun b\ their mallets in Tobago. 

The uc realties of the island have demanded 
the rpsidenrc of the planter, and the entieal state 
of the French government, and the wild notions and 
conduct of the Fiench people m the colonies, 
have brought the old English Hitlers in Tobago, 
and then negroes, to a system of reciprocal re- 
gaid and mutual determination to resist particu- 
lar wrongs or a general attack. The planters here 
talk of the negroes as their resort, to he depend- 
ed on agnin-A either a licentious garrison, an ar- 
bitiury govemoi, nr the mad democracy of French 
hucksiei s. 

The negro houses ihioughout Tobago are much 
superioi to those in St. Vincent's, or even in An- 
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Tin*' t, f iua * H r- ^fufelya, junior, informs mo that 
w ,w each of his negro's bouses has cost him S3 johannes 
loiwe* or above forty pounds sterling, including the ne- 
gro's labour. These houses arc built of boards, 
uniform throughout the estate, are about $6 feet 
long by 14 wide, consisting each of two apart* 
incuts, besides, a poitico or covered walk With a*, 
scat in front, of which a closet at the ead is taken 
fiotn the portico to form a small kitchen or store- 
loom. The roof is of shingles. In St. Vincent’s 
the negro houses are of no fixed dimensions ; spine 
are very large and some very small, according to 
the fancy or ability of the negroes, who are how- 
ever generally assisted by their masters with posts 
and main timbers, and occasionally supplied with 
boards. Thus the village is irregular, some 
houses boarded, some of them stone and part 
boards, and most of them wattled or thatched. 
'Within, the houses are as comfortable as those at 
r I obago, but not so durable ; and the portico of 
the Tobago house is a superior comfort, 

Saturday, March 17,— I passed the morning 
in seeing various of iny negrots, particularly tile 
women and their Cicole children. This last year 
T have had an mctoai>e of thirteen dnldicn, of 
whom ortlv one has died. I ordci^d, as at bt. Ym- 
cent’s, five yards of tine printed cotton to every 
woman who had roared a child, and gave ten bar- 
rels of poik among the negroes in general. Hid- 
ing out, l paid a visit of some length to the red 
(Imraibe families, of whom Tonis is the head ; 
two of the young women were really handsome. 
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The old Indian dress is lost, and they wore hand- fHAP. 

. kci chiefs, cotton petticoats, and jackets like the ww 
negroes. The huts Were scarcely weather-tight, loU * 0- 
being wattled and thatched*^ crowded with all 
their filth and all their wealth ; the latter con- 
sisting of great variety of nets for fishing, ham- 
mocks for sleeping in, and different sorts of prer 
\ isiotj* stores, &c. &c. Beasts, stores, and people 
all in two room. 

At two o‘c!o( k «e set out for Mr. Clarke's* 
five miles from Louis-d’or on the road to Port 
Louis. Mr. Clarkes house is an excellent, build- 
ing, framed in England, and placed on the very 
pinnacle of the highest mountain in Tobago, with 
garden and shi ubberies, abounding with birds of 
mast splendid plumage. The vaiiety, beauty, 
and number of the feathered tubes in Tobago, are 
indeed at once delightful .and astonishing. I must 
observe furthti, on the country of 'l obago, that 
although it is not a twentieth part cultivated, yet 
it is all, or for the most part, improvable. Mr. 
Hamilton, who has passed many successive nights 
in the woods, and in ti avers: ng the country, a'- 
suits ine there is no where a rock, or scaicely a 
large stone, to be found, except upon the coasts 
and beach. Though the season is now dry, I ob- 
served in many parts large spots or fields of Gui- 
nea grass, which would fatten cattle of the largest 
breed. As- a timber and a victualling country, it 
seems valuable in an imperial, as well as commer- 
cial point of view ; a icsource to armies and fleet., 
as well as to the merchant and planter. 
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Wednesday, March 21.— At 6 i» the evening 
I embarked in the Live’v schooner for Grenada. 

Thursday, 2 2d.— .At o’ in the evening we an- 
chored in the careenage of St. George’s town, 
Gienadu, and immediately lauded. 

Sunday, 2J.— In the fou noon we went to 
chinch, the govt root, speaker of the assembly, of* 
f«eets ivo. attending, M'ith a respectable congre- 
gation of people of all colouts. In the gallery 
way an assemblage of girls and bo\ s under a mu- 
latto school-master, who sung psalm® very well to 
the accompaniment of an excellent oigatt. The 
clergyman Mr. Dent, it- ad pravtr®. and preached 
w'ith great devotion. The service was in evety 
rtspert most creditable to tin' island. The church 
is plain, with a handsome stieple, and a clock 
gw n by the present governor Matthews. 

St. Geoige’s is a handtomf town, built chiefly 
oi bt«cl and consists of many good houses. It 
isdividul by a lidgc, which, miming into tin -ea. 
foims on ont side the caiu nugt and on the othei 
the 1 m y. Thus thou is the Imv town, whert theic 
is a handsome square and market -pi uc, and the 
careenage town, where the t hit f mi rcantile house * 
are situated, the ships King land-locked, and in 
d<< p water clo-( to the v, unit. On the ridge, just 
above the road of communication U tween the 
town-, stands the chinch, and on the ptomon- 
ton, <u bluff h< ad ot the ridge, stands n large "old 
ioit, built by the Spaniards when in possesion of 
Gmnmta It is built of freestone, is verv substan- 
iulh d not i if'nuhcally constructed, and contains 
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the entile 45th regiment. The 1 07 th regiment is Chap. 

tJ o XI II 

.jtiai tered in the new barracks, and does, duty on 
the new foi tificalions of Rkhniond-liiU ; a very 0**®* da - 
strong satiation to the east ©r north-ca?t of the 
town. 

Tuexf/atf, March 2 7.—'Lom la Granatk , chief 
of the Gens de couleury and captain of a militia 
company, came to the government house. He 
seems a fine spiiiicd, athletic fellow, and wears a 
large gold med.il about his neck, being a gift 
fiom ihc colony, in inward tor his various services 
anti expenenced fidelity on all occasions. The 
mulattoes have presented a most loyal address to 
the guvernoi, stating their strong attachment to 
the king and (lie British constitution, and then 
abhormice of all innovation. 

FrnUt a, 2<h — At ton' in ihe morning we sailed 
fiom (ir< lMda m the Tanfan schooner, coasted the 
let waul side ol the island from south lo north* it 
seenn will peopled, and in general it apjieais to 
be a rich sugar count) y; with hss variety of 
ground indeed than St. VinceutV, and less ver- 
duit. 1 mountains «ue but hilts m comparison 
with those of St. Vincent. A waving surface, 
hill, gently using and tailing, characterize Gre- 
nada. Deep vail* j ■* shaded with abrupt precipices 
churacteike St. Vincents. 

Sttiurdau, March 150 . — At three in the morn- 1 
ing artihoreri m K mgs ton-bay, St. Vincent's, and d**? 
t lienee rode to the villa. From Grenada to St. 
Vincent’s, our schoonei hugg’d the land of the 
Grenadines under then letw'ard side, with vciy 
small intmah of channel. Tin Gunadnu isles 
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chap, turn! detached rock*, ar-e supposed to be about ICO 
in number. Twelve of these bale isles are said to 
si. vswatf. produce cotton. ' 

April \% — Had much conversation this day 
about the Charaibes. * 

The windward estates, quite to the Cbaraibe 
boundary of Bayaraw, are of the richest land i» 
the island, but the surf on the shore is at all times 
so heavy, that no European vessel can continue on 
any part twenty-four hours with safety, and no 
European boat can come 'on shore without the. 
danger of being swamped. Hence, until lately, 
tire supposed impracticability of landing stones and 
taking off sugars, prevented the cultivation of the 
lands; but since the Charaibes in their canoes, 
have been found to accomplish what Europeans 
cannot effect with their boats, these lands have 
i isen to 60 /. sterling an acre, and every settler is 
growing rich. A sloop lays off and on as near m 
she may to the shore, and in one morning, from 
day-break will make forty trips to the sloop, car- 
rying each time a hogshead of sugar, &c. &c. and 
„ the expence for the morning amounts to ten dol- 

kus* being a dollar for each Charuibe. — -The Cha- 
raibes thus begin to taste of money, and a<re already 
become very industrious at this work. More- 
over, they plant tobacco," and want nothing but a 
market to encourage them to plant more. Cba- 
toyei’s brother (Du Vallec) has nine negroes, ami 
plants cotton. Money civilizes in the first in- 
stance, as it corrupts in the last ; the savage la- 
bouring for himself, soou ceases to be a savage ; 
to noon, a canoe manned by ten Charaibes; 

fj 
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tlie tlave to money becomes* » subject to govern* • dkw. 
jnent, and be becomes a Useful subject*. wvw 

Mr. B. acting collector of the customs, inform* St * Vfewnt 
cd me, that the value of British, manufactures ex- 
ported from St Vincent* tp the Spanish and 
French settlements, was upvftfcte of 200,0004 an- 
nually, From the superior- advantages of Gre- 
nada, .with respect to situation, See. the export 
trade of that island to the •Spanish main must be 
much more considerable. That of Jamaica out of 
comparison greater. These circumstances are to 
be taken into foe general account of the import- <> 
ance of the West India Islands toGreat Britain. " ** 

Jpril 24.— Went on board a Guinea ship, fop* 

Active, from Sierra Leone. On board tins ship * 
is a black boy, called Bunc, about ten years old 

* f 

• This must be admitted with some limitation* Before a 
negro places such value on money as is here supposed* he must 
haVe acquired many of the refinements and artificial necessities 
#>f civiltml life. He must have found uses for money, which 
i n his savage state, he had no conception of, 1 1 is not therefore 
the possession of money alone ; it is the new desfres springing 
up in his mind, frpm the prospects and examples before him# 
that have awakened his powers, and called the energies of his 
mind into action. I have thought it necessary to observe th«& 
much, because the doctrine of my amiable friend, withoutsome 
qualification, seems to sanctify an assertion which has been 
maintained by speculative writers* with some plausibility $ 
namely, ** that If the negro slaves were allowed wages for their 
c< labour, coercion would become unnecessary/* What effect a 
system of gradual encouragement, by means of wages, operate 
ingaloWly and progressively, might produCein a long course of 
time, I will not presume to say $ but 1 am persuaded that an 
attempt to introduce such a intern among the labouring ne- 
groes in general, without great caution and due preparation, 
would be productive of the greatest of evils. 
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sotl °*~ m African chief ; lie is going to Eng- 
n«^v^ land for his education, ami has two sluvt,' sent 
st \jmwit W1 th hirn by his lather, to pay his passage by th< ir 
sale. Captain Williams has another boy on 
board, who was sent to England two years ago 
tor the same purpose. This voyage he was to 
fake him back to Annamaboc ; but the boy abso- 
lutely refused landing again m Africa, and he 
waits on Captain William? as a free servant, and 
is going back to England v uh him. The slaves 
were in high health; Captain William? is a supe- 
rior man in this* trade ; as a fundamental trait of 
life charactei, I notice, that last year ^179!) on ic 
ceiving the pa i ha men t ary bounty for tht good 
condition in which his people armed, ho gave out 
of his own pock t SOL as a gratuity to the Sui 
geoh ot his ship. 

Monday, April 30 —Tins day Dutbnd, Cbn- 
toyer’s hi other, and next to him in authority, pai 
tieuiarly on the Grand Sable side of the country, 
made me a visit ; he had been twice before when 1 
was absent in the other islands, and on his first 
visit had left his own bow and arr< ws lor me. I 
gave him in return a pair of handsome bta^s-bai 
lelled pistols. He seems a very polite and s* nsible 
man, and .speaks good French. 

May 8. — Embarked on board the TVlaford, and 
at A P. hi. sailed for England. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

Ir does not appear that there was any form of < h ip. 
civil government established in the island of Ja~ 
maica before the Restoration; wlien Colonel 
l)'Oyley, who had then the chief command under a 
commission from the loul Protector, was confirm- 
ed in that command by a commission from King 
Charles, dated the 13 th of February, ltitfl. 

His commission, which recites the King’s desire 
to give all protection and encouragement to the 
people of Jamaica, and to provide for its security 
and good government, 'em powers him to execute 
his trust according to such powers and authorities 
as are contained in Ijis commission and the instruc- 

* In the former editions, this account of the constitution of 
Jamaica was ascribed io Governor (now Lord) Lyttelton, w ho 
was Captain General of that Maud in J 764, but 1 hat estnee hiul 
reason to believe it was an official paper drawn up by soifte person 
in the plantation office in Great Britain, and transmitted to the 
Governor for his information* That it came last from tbeGo* 
vernor’s office, is a fact Within my own knowledge 5 but Lord 
Lyttelton having assured me that he has no recollection qf its 
contents, I feel royselt bound to apprise my readers of the ur 
cumstance, As tnere can be no possible donbt concerning the 
authenticity of the documents annexed to it, the question by 
whom the introductory part was prepared is of IHtlr unppjt* 
ance ip itself, but justice toward* Lottl L* Helton, and re $»rd 
to truth, icqiun 10 c to give this cxpl *n ittoi 
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CH vi*. tions annexed to it, and such as should from time 
to lime be given to him by his majesty, and ac- 
cording tq such good, ju&t, and reasonable customs 
and constitutions as were exercised and settled in 
other colonies ; or such otiier as should, upou ma- 
ture advice and consideration, be held necessary 
and prof>er for the good government and security 
of the island, provided they were not repugnant, 
to the laws of England. 

It further empowers him to take unto him a 
council of twelve persons, to be elected by the people 
according lo the manner prescribed in the instruc- 
tions; and, by the advice of any five or more ol 
them, to constitute civil judicatoiies, with powea 
to administer oaths ; to command all the military 
forces in the island, and put in force and execute- 
martial law ; to grant commissions, with the ad- 
vice of his council, for the finding out new tiades : 
and to do and perform all other orders which might 
conduce to the good of the island. The instruc- 
tions cotisht of fifteen articles : 

The first directs the commission to he publish- 
ed, and the king proclaimed. 

The third regulates the manner of electing the 
council, eleven of which to he chosen indifferently, 
by as many of the ofliim of the army, planters, 
and inhabitants, as could lx- conveniently admitted 
to such election, either at one or more places ; 
which said persons, with the secretary of the island, 
who was 1 hereby - appointed always to be one, 
were established a council, to advise and assist the 
governor in the execution of his trust, and five 
we're to be a quorum 

The fourth and fan la articles dncct tlic 
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the oaths, and setting judicaltoiies fox the civil 
affaux and aflfaits of the adiriiiulty, foi the peace 
of the island, and d<te» mining contiovetsies. 

' The sixth directs the governor to discounte- 
nance vice and debauchery, and to encourage 
ministexs, that Ohmtiauity and the pmtestatrt re- 
ligion, according to the chuich of England,^ 
might have due reverence arid exercise amongst 
them. 

The seventh dm » *« the fortifications at Cagnay 
to be completed, and empoweis him to compel 
not only soldiers, but planters, to w or k l>y tui us 

The eighth directs him to encofii age the plant- 
ers, and to assure them ot his majesty’s ptotcc- 
tion : and, by the uinth, he is to cause an accmate 
survey to be made of the island. 

By the tenth it is diiected, that the secietaiy 
shall her p a register of all plantations, and the 
bounds thueof; and that all persons shall be 
obliged to plant a piopoitionable pait tbciecf 
within a limited time. 

The eleventh and twelfth direct all encourage- 
ments to be given to such negroes and otheis a9 
shall submit to tine government, and to merchants 
and such as shall bring anv tiade tlieie, and forbid 
monopoli mg. 

The thu tee ntii directs, that any vessel which 
can Ire spaied fiotu the defence of the island, shall 
he employed in fetching settleis horn any other 
colonies, and that no soldier ■> be allowed to depart 
without licence. 

The fouiteentli relates to the keeping ot the 
stores and piovisions sent to the island and tire 

rot. in. o 
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fi^eeotn, directs the governor to trail- mi t, ftom 
tune to time, a state of the island, and all hi? pro- 
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„ '*'J« 16'6’2> Lord Windsor was appointed go\rr- 
y nor fyf Jamaica, by commission under the great 
(j .seal; which, besides containing the same powers 
as those contained in Col. D’Oyley's commission, 
directs, that, in case of Loid Windsoi’s dying or 
leaving the island, the government shall devolve 
OP <the council, or any seven oft them, add Appoints 
"* t a salary of two thousand pound# per annum pay- 
able out of the exchequer. 

His instructions consist of twenty-two articles. 
The first directs tiie publication of bis commis- 
sion : and the second, the appointment of the 
council, according to his commission and the in- 
structions. But it must be observed upon this 
* article, tliat no directions whatever aie given, 
either in the commission which refers to the in- 
structions, or the instructions themselves, as to 
the mode in which the council shall be appointed . 

BUT IT APPEARS THAT THE OOVERHOR KAMI 
THEM HIMSLIF. 

The third, fourth, fifth, sixth, and seventh ar- 
ticles relate to the administering oaths, establish- 
ing judicatures, and providing for the security oi 
the adjacent isles. ,■ 

« The eighth directs encouragement tp.pe given 
to planters to remove to Jamaica from tile ©they 
colonies. t i 

The ninth directs 100,006 acres of land djprbt. 
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set apart in jeadt of * iaA^^fe'^-quart ^ 
inland 6s <4 fotyal demewMfc^ llftflty to^hej 
vnd a register kept of ali -grants, and A mi 
formed. . * i „ v 

The tenth direct* tho>||tenter|'#o be encouraged, 
thetr, lands confirmed tml6 »th^m by grants natter 
the great seal, and appoints 50,00# acres of land 
to tile governor for his own use. • * 

The elevens relates to the eacwragisoen^of 
an orthodox ministry : and the twelfth totopftaffc 
a duty Of five cent. u|>©n all expor^ afteoVfijie 
expiration Of sev^ years. '* 

The thirteenth, fourteenth# fifteenth, and si*» 
teenth articles contain general directions as to the- 
liberty and freedom of trade ’^except with the 
Spaniards), assistance to the Neighbouring planta- 
tions, and the security of the island, by obliging 
planter's to reside in bodies together, and in c<j 
tiguoas buildings » 

The seven teen tii directs, that, as an encourage* 
ment to men of ability to go to the island, no 
offices shall be held by deputy J and gives a power 
to the governor of suspension or removal, 'in case 
id bad behaviour. 

The nineteenth empowers the governor to grant 
royalties and manors, or lordships, to contain less 
than five hundred acres. , * 

The twentieth empowers the governor, with ad* 
vice of the council, to cull assemblies, to md&b 
laws, and, upon imminent necessity, to levy 
money; such laws to be in force two years, and 
no longer, unless approved* of by the crown 
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Sefhe Proclamt'm $ the 14 th of December, 
1661, upon which the people qf Jamaica have 
upon any occasion hid so much sticks, j 1 

ft * 

CHAP. Tms proclamation wafputyished by Lord Windsor 
upon his arrival ; bat nothing else nwteral arises 
oat of his $iort administration worth notice, for 
he stand but two months, and left the island, 
<md dfo execution of his commission, to Sit Charles 
Lyttelton, who had been appointed lieutenant- 
governor; and who governed with the advice of 
'% council of twelve, appointed by himself, and called 
an assembly, that made a body, of laws, amongst 
which was one for raising a revenue. 

Nothing, however, which appears to be mater 
rial, as to the fonn of the constitution, oecuried 
daspng his administration, which continued about 
twenty months ; when he was superseded by ttie 
arrival of Sir Thomas Modyfotd, who was ap- 
pointed governor in chief by a commission undo 
the great seal, which empoweied him either t<» 
constitute, by his own authority, a pm ) -council 
flf twelve persons, or to continue the old ohc, anti 
to alter, change, or augment it as he thought 
proper ; to create judicatories ; and make laws, 
orders, and constitutions, provided they did not 
extend to take away any right or freehold, or the 
%tcrest of any person in their rights or freeholds, 

r fos or chattels, and that they were transmitted 
his majesty for allowance or disapprobation. 

He was further empowered to command and 
discipline all military forces, to use martial Ihw 
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upon persons in military Wlleg, and establish ***- 
.tides of war; to create court* of admiralty,, ao 
cording to such authority as he' should receive ^ fc 
'from the lord high admiral ; to erect forts and * 
fortifications ; to establish ports, cities, towns, 
boroughs, and villages,-' to create manors and 
lordships ; to grant, charters to hold fairs ; to, take 
surveys, and keep records of all grants of lands, 
under such moderate quit-rents, services)* and ac- 
knowledgments, as he should think fitj, and to 
prescribe terms of cultivation ; and grants so made 
under the seal, afid enrolled, were to he good add 
valid against the crown ; to grant commissions 
for finding out new trades ; to pardon all offences, 
except murder and treason, and in those cases to 
reprieve for twelve months. 

He was also empowered, with the advice of the 
majority of council, to frame a method for esta- 
blishing general assemblies, and from time to time 
to call such assemblies together, and with their 
consent to pass all manner of laws, reserving to 
lum a negative voice ; as also upon eminent oc- 
casions, to levy 'money. These laws not to extend 
to taking away any one’s freehold, or to the km 
of a member, and to be in force only two years, 
unless approved and confirmed by the crown. > 

This commission appoints a salary to the go- 
vernor of one thousand pounds per annum, _ 
able out of the exchequer. 

The initiations, whiqh consist of twenty #jr- 
tides, relate to the encouragement to be given to 
planters to come from the other colonies ; to the 
allowance settled upon himself and the other of- 
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ficbrs ; ant} extend to most of the points contained 
in Lord Windsor’s instructions ; but direct, that 
the measure of setting out the 400,000 acres, as a 
royal demesne, shall be suspended ; that no duties 
shall be hud in the island upon the import or ex- 
port ot any goods for twenty-one years, nor shall 
any duty be laid here upon the produce of Ja- 
maica for five years. 

By these instructions it appears, that the crown 
allowed two thousand five hundred pounds per 
anfmiu for the support of government; and what 
was wanted, over and above, was to be made good 
by a duty on strong liquors, cither made or im- 
ported, to be levied by the authority of the gover. 
inn and council. 

In July, Sir Thomas Modvi’ord issued 

writs for electing two assembly-men for each pa- 
rish; which assembly met in October ♦(/Honing. 

It does not appear that this a< -embly sat .mo\e 
a month or two before tiny wee dissolved; but, 
during their session, they pa -tvl a body ot laws, 
which was transmitted f o the lord chancellor, to 
be laid befoie the crown; nut, not being con- 
firmed, they would have expired at the end of 
two years; but (as 1 find It asserted by I.ord 
Vaughan) the governor continued. them in force 
to the end ot hi® administration, by an order of 
council. • I cannot, however, find this order upon 
ifecord, hut after that time a gieit ( many ordi- 
nances of the governor and council, in tlib nature 
and form of laws; in some of winch it was 
declared, that they shall continue in force until 
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innhti assembly was called, and then to l>e cop- c ^* 
fumed, altered, or lcpealed, as that assembly 
should see convenient: but no other assembly 
a>as called duung bir Thomas Modyfoids aduii- ** 

nisti ation. 

I« 1670, Sir Thomas Modyford was recalled, 
and bn 1 bourns Lynch appointed Heutenant-go- 
\onoi and commaudei m thief, with the same 
powers as •'sir Thomas Modyford had. 

On the 1st of Du ember, 167 1, he issued wub 
for railing an assembly, to consist of two persons 
foi each pausli ; which met on the 8th ol January, 
and sat till June following, when the governor 
di".olv cd tin m, alter having passed a body of law-s, 
which were tiansmitted to England, but were not 
conltt und 

In Ma\ 167 J, Sit Thomas Lynch called auother 
awnhH , lint upon their refusing to grant money 
foi the iottitn itions, he dissolved it after sitting 
only a lew days . and in January following, upon 
confutation that two yea’- wrie almost expired 
,mre making th body of laws, and that his ma- 
jesty had not I cui pit tied to signify his iqyal 
consent to them, a now tsst mbly was called, which 
Mvn tin 18th of 1 ebmarv, and, on the 14th of 
Man ii anew body of laws was passed, winch wore 
transmitted to England i but, not btaug confirmed 
by the ciown, expired at the end of two years. 

On the :Jd of December, 1674, Lord Vaughan 
was appointed governor of Jamaica. * A council, 
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chap, consisting of twelve parsons, was named in the 
w\v commission, with power to him to expel or sus- 
pend any of then), and, in case of vacancies, to 
fill up the council to nine. He was also em- 
powered to call assemblies, according to the usage 
of the island ; and, with the council and assembly, 
to pass laws, which laws were to be in force fear 
two years, unless the crown’s pleasure was in 
the mean time signified to the contrary, and no 
longer, except they were approved and confirm- 
ed Within that time. In the passing of these 
laws, the governor was to have a negative voice, 
and to dissolve any assembly, as he should think 
proper. 

Upon Lord Vaughan’s arrival in his govern- 
ment, he called an assembly, which met on the 
£6 tli of April, 1675, and passed a new body of 
laws. 

It does not appear when this assembly was 
dissolved; but in March, 1676-7, writs were 
issued for a new assembly, which met on the 26th 
, pf that month; and having passed several other 
laws, they were dissolved on the 26th of July ; 
and the laws passed by both assemblies having 
been transmitted to England, the council took 
them into their consideration, and, after frequent 
deliberations^ upon tnem, and many alterations 
proposed, they were referred, with the council's 
observations upon 'them, to the attorney-general 
* . to consider thereof, and to form a new body of 
i '^stfkfor the good government of this island. 

With these laws, the council took into consi- 
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deration the state and constitution of Jamaica, 
and made the reports upon it hereunto annexed* 
Vide Documents, No. I, 2. 

These jeports having been confirmed, a coin., 
mission passed the great seal, constituting Lord 
Carlisle governor of Jamaica, by which, and by 
the instructions annexed thereto, vide No. 3, 4, the 
form of government proposed in the council's re- 
port was adopted and established. 

Upon Lord Cai lisle s arrival in his government, 
he found thn people very much dissatisfied with 
and averse to ibis new form of government, as 
will better appear by his letters, vide No. 5, 6, 7, 
8 , 9 , 10 . * 

These letters and papers being taken into con- 
sideration by the council, as also a report thereon 
by the committee, the council, on the 4th of April, 
1679, made the order No. 11 ; and, on the 28th 
of May following, the annexod report No. 12, 
was presented to his majesty, and, being approved, 
was transmitted to the Earl of Cai lisle, with the 
annexed letter. No. 13. 

Upon receipt of these papers, the Lord Carlisle 
communicated them to the assembly, who present- 
ed an address in answer to the report of the 28th 
of May ; which address was transmitted to the 
council by Ixird Carlisle. Vide No. 14, Id, 16, 
17, 18, 19, £0. 

On the 5th of Mai ch 1679-80, the council 
took into consideration the letters received from 
the Earl pf Carlisle ; and the annexed extracts 
( No. 2 1 to 38 inclusive ) of their proceedings, will 
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’f'HAp. .shew their several resolutions and directions in 
s^vw consequence thereof. 

.'ll is impossible, at this distance of time, to 
judge w lmt motives could have induced the coun- 
cil, after they had shewn so much firmness and re- 
solution to support the ’rights of the crown, by es- 
tablishing in Jamaica the Irish constitution, to 
gite the point up, as it appears they did by the 
annexed explanatory commission to Loid Carlisle, 
Ao. ISO, which contains the same power of mak- 
ing laws in assembly as is now' given Xb the gover- 
nor of Jamaica, and which, from that time, has 
been minutely the same; excepting only, that, in 
17 16, the governor was directed, by instructions, 
not to pass any laws that should repeal a law cun- 
fit med by tliQ crown, without a clause of suspen- 
tiun, 01 first transmitting the draft of a bill; and, 
in 1 T .14, this limitation was extended to all laws 
for repealing others, though such repealed law 
should not have been confirmed by the crown* 

* Neither of these orders are enforced except in the case 
of pi hate hills, the assembly haring constantly refused to ud- 
mit suspending clauses in any public act, and the crown 1 as 
longume gn en up the point. L. 
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TIMBER I. 

The Right Uououiable the Lords of the Committee foi 1 

TYade Plantations having this day presented to 
th6 Board the emumg Report; vis. 

May it flew rpuK majesty, 

Wn hawng, according to the trust reposed in us in refer- APPIJV- 
tnce to jour majesty’s plantations, taken in consideration the 
present state and government of the island of Jamaica* par- 
ticularly 3tich matter as, fthin the nature of affairs as they 
now stand there, we have judged necessary to be recom- 
mended t > the Right Honourable the Earl of Carlisle, whom 
youi xu ijesty has been pleased to nominate and constitute 
gemmor of the said idand, und having, after several meet- 
ings agreed upon the following particulars, we moat humbly 
craie leaie to lay them before your majesty, for your royal 
determination 

1 he hrst point that did occur most worthy to be ccmaldsfer^d 
by ns w is, 1 he power a*id manner of enacting laws for the 
ci\ tl, military , and ecclesiastical government, and upon taking 
a v iew of What h&s been practised since your majesty’s happy 
ic deration in the legislative, we find, that the methods and 
authorities lor the framing and Ordaining the said laws have 
*bicn only such a* w.cre directed bj your royal comtnUsioi^ unto 
your majesty's several go\ ernors, or prescribed by the instruc- 
tions given them From time to time , and that as the constitu- 
uon and wgencyof affairs have often changed,soyourmajesfcy 
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Chap has thought fit Variously to adapt your royal orders thereunto ; 

V J^^, *od, by the last commission, given uoto the Lord Vaughan, 
your majesty was pleased to empower his lordships with the 
advice of your majesty’s council, from tithe to time to sum- 
mon general assemblies of freeholders, who have authority, 
With the advice and consent of the governor and council, to 
make and ordain laws for the government of the island j which 
laws are to be in foree for the space of two years, except in the 
, mean time your majesty's pleasure be signify to the contrary, 
and no longer, unless they be confirmed by pur majesty with-* 
in that time. Having, therefore, directed our thoughts to- 
w ards the consequences and effects which have been produced, 
or may arise, from this authority derived unto the said free- * 
holders and planters, which we observe to have received a 
daily increase by the resolutions they have taken, less agreeable 
to your majesty’s intention, we do most humbly offer our opi- 
nions, that the laws transmitted by the Lord Vaughan, which 
are now under consideration in order to be enacted by your 
majesty, may be intrusted in the hands of the Earl of Carlisle, 
who, upon his arrival in the island, may offer them unto the 
next assembly, that they may be consented unto as laws origin- 
ally coming from your majesty; and that, for the future, no 
legislative assembly be called without your majesty’s special 
directions; but that, upon emergencies, the governor do ac- 
quaint your majesty by letters with the necessity of calling 
such an assembly, and pray your majesty’s consent and direc- 
tions for their meeting; and, at the same time, do present 
unto your majesty a scheme of suer justs as he shall think fit 
and necessary, that your majesty may take the same into con- 
sideration, and return them in the form wherein your majesty 
shall think fit that thev be enacted ; that the governor, upon 
receipt of your majesty’s commands, shall then summon an 
assembly, and propose the said laws for their consent, so that 
the same method in legislative matters be made use of in Ja- 
maica as in Ireland, according to the form prescribed by Poyn- 
ing’s law; and that, therefore, the present style of enacting 
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laws. By the governor, council, end representatives of the com - ApPEN- 
mons assembled, be converted into the stylo of. Be it enacted 
by the king's most excellent majesty, by and with the consent of 
the general assembly . 

We are further of opinion, that no escheats, fines# forfei- 
tures, or penalties be mentioned in the said laws to be applied 
to the public use of the inland $ and that your majesty do in- 
struct your governor to dispose thereof for the support ot the 
government. It is also our opinion, that in all laws for levy- 
ing of money, and raising a public revenue, the clauses 
whereby the said levies are appropriated unto the public use 
of the island, without any mention made of your msyesty, or 
unto your mc^esty for the said public use, are so far deroga- 
tory to your majesty's right of sovereignty, that tbe^pught 
to bo* for the future, altered and made atrreeable to tfed^tyle 
of England. 

We do likewise offer it unto your majesty as necessary, 
that no minister be received in Jamaica without licence from 
the Kight Reverend the Lord Bishop of London \ and that 
none !» iving his lordship**, licence be rejected, without suftl- 
cient cause alleged , as also, that in the diction of all 
church affairs, the ministers be admitted into the respective 
Vestries. 

And whereas it hns upon some occasions proved inconve- 
nient, that the members of the council have been constituted 
by your majesty's commission \ we are of opinion, that, for 
the future, they be only named in the instructions of the go- 
vernor ; for the strengthening of who^e authority under your 
majesty we do offer, that he may have power to suspend any 
of the said members, if be see just cause, without receiving 
the advice and consent of the council $ and also, that none 
of the said so suspended. Or by your majesty’s order displaced, 
from that trust, may be permitted to be received ifltp the 
general assembly. 

And whereas nothing can contribute more to the wd&re of 
your majesty's island, than that ail means be found out for the 
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CHAP. increase df trade ; we do offer, for the encouragement thereof 
XIV. that a mint he allowed in Jamaica, in such manucr that no 
prejudice do arise unto your majesty’s other dominions, o* 
that what bullion is brought from thence may be coined here 
sn England ; provided that ail such coins may bear your 
majesty's rojal superscription, and not be imposed in \ 
meat elsewhere. 

All which, &c. 

Eikc«, 

' Dakby, 

Woacasiu 

Essex, 

Faoconbiui&v, 

CttAVEK, 

II. Coventr*. 

Tito . Dolma i * 

His majesty, taking the same in consideration, ivtti 
pleased to approve thereof $ and did order, that the High* 
honourable Mr beqretary Coventry do prepare a commission 
and instructions for his majesty's royal signature, foi ih* 1 
Carl of Carlisle, according to the tenor of the said report, 

• t 

NUMBER II 

At the Court at Whitehall, the 15 th of February, 1677^1. 
Present, the King’s Most Excellent Majesty in Count i2 

Upon reading at the board, a report from the Right ho- 
nourable the Lords of the Committee foi* Trade and Plant. - 
tions, in the words following : * 

May it please your Majesty, 

Having received, on the 12th of January last past, from tin 
Eight honourable Mr. Secretary Coventry, a draft of acommis* 
fcion and instructions for the Earl of Carlisle, wham your ma- 
jesty ha* appointed to be your governor of Jamaica) and hav* 

* 



303 


OF JAMWA. 

ir*;, after several additions and alterations, remitted the mnn» 
unto Mr. Secretary Coventry* on the 3d iasf. we fctave leave'tfr , 
offer to your majesty the most material points which did occur 
unto us upon perusal of the said draft $ which are as fol- ' < 

loweth : 

1st* As we are of opinion thM all members of oauaeil in 
Jamaua may* for the more easy passing of laws, be admitted 
into the assembly* if duly elected by the freeholders ; so we 
oannot but advise your majesty, that as well the members of 
the said council suspended by your majesty’s governor, as the 
members displaced by your majesty, may be rendered incapa- 
ble during such suspension of being admitted into the as- 
semblyv 

That although your majesty ha$, by an order of the 
16th of November last past, thought fit that no assembly be 
called without your majesty's especial leave and direktans^ 
we think it very important* for your majesty's service anil 
safety of the Island, that in case of invasion, rebellion, 
or some other very urgent necessity, your majesty's governor 
may hme power, with the consent of the assembly, to pa c & 
acts for raising of money* to answer the deeaki *m$ arising by 
such urgent necessities ) 

3d. 'I hat whereas hitherto, within your majesty s island 
of Jamaica, the oaths of allegiance and supremacy have not 
been imposed on persons that bear any part of the gov ern* 
ment, except the members and officers of the council and all 
judges and justices ; so* for the prevention itf future incon- 
veniences, and greater assurance of loyalty towards you* ma- 
jesty, we nre humbly of opinion* thpt all persons elected into 
the assembly shall* before their sitting, take the oaths of ah 
legianco and supremacy which your majesty's governor shall 
commisMonate fit persona, under the seal of the island* to 
administer unto them, and that, without taking the said 
oaths, none shall be capable of sitting, although elected 
We have likewise, pursuant to your.majesty's orders, pre- 
pared a body of laws, •-uch as the Right honourable the Earl of 
f arlhle um be empowered to carry with him, and to offer 
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j&HP. Unto the assembly of Jamaica for their consent. Whereas we 
^ 8**L since yolir majesty's happy restoration* that any 
laws transmitted from your majesty's plantations have been 
Confirmed by your majesty, cither under the great seal of 
England* or a«y other signification of your majesty’s pleasure 
(the act of four and half per cent, in the Curibbee islands 
^ only excepted, which was confirmed by the order of council), 
and the intended method of enacting laws in Jamaica hath 
not as yet been put in practice ; we humbly Crave your ma- 
jesty's royal determination, whether the said laws shall pass 
only by order of your majesty in council, or under the great 
seal of England, that we may accordingly be enabled fitly to 
present them unto your royal view. 

All which, Ac. 

His majesty Was pleased to order, that Mr Secretary Co* 
Gentry do prepare Lord Carlisle’s commission and instruc- 
tions concerning these matters accordingly j and as for the 
laws of the said island, his majesty by an order of the board, 
hath been pleased this day to declare his pleasure, that they 
shall pass under the great seal of England, 

NUMBER HI. 

Extract of King Charles the Second? s Commission to the Earl 
(f Carlisle. 

And we do hereby give and grant unto you, with the ad- 
vice and consent of the said council, full power and autho- 
rity** from time to time, as need shall require, to summon or 
call general assemblies of the freeholders and planters within 
the said island, and other the territories under your govern- 
ment, in such manner and form its hath been formerly prac- 
tised and used in the said island of Jamaica. 

And our w»U and pleasure is* that the persons thereupon 
duly elected, and having before their sitting taken the oaths of 
allegiance and supremacy, (which you shall commissionate 
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fit persons, *mder foe seal trf our Maud, to 
without inking which nono shall be capable of .sitting* 

* elected) shall bo called and held the a^seufoly jtff lift 

Mid island of Jamaica, and other the territories thereat* 4e* ^ 

* pending , and bhall have full power and authority to agm* md 
consent unto all such statutes npd arrfinfcficc$ for the public 
peace, welfare and good government of the wue! island, and » 
other the terruoma thereon depending, and the people ami 
inhabitants th#&^t«d such others as shall re«ort thereunto, 
and for the benefit of our heirs and successors, as buying bp^ 

by you, with advirc and consent of the said Cou.n< fo fjekfofed 
and tmiwnitfeed unfo us, in order fo be here enacted, by «finrr 
giving oar consent tHmunto^ shall be by US appunod and 
remitted Wb you under our greet *eal of England , which 
said statute^ Jaws, and ordinances are fo he h\ jou framed 
m near a* comnneuth may be to the l«u& and statute of 
bur kingdom of England. 

And we da hereby, nevertheless, authorise end 
}ou, m case of irmisron, rebellion, or some very great nt>< 
tty, to pass un ct or acH, by and with the talent of the 
t^nml ftSMunbi), ut (jurat transmuting the fkst to u», 
to raise money within the said Maud, and the territories 
within >our government, to answer foe occasion an* mg by 
such uigeftt necessities 

And we ghe you likewise full power, from tune to tune* 
as }ou shall indue it necessary, to dissohe all general assent 
bh&i, as aforesaid 


NDMIilSB IV. 

Lai ad of Atwy diaries the &$&owi b iMiudtoHs fo ike £ art 

«/ Crtofc. ,,, ' _ ,,. •' 

/ i t* 

And whereas by our commission we have direct^ 
for the future, no guiuuT assembly be called without our 
oat directions , but tti it, upon at cashm, you do acquaint t»s 
by letter with the netes&ity of calling ^uch sin assembly, and 



1 ,«rtv >’ liw' k Sr co*m and directions fw tkfdr noting-; you shall, 

-■■ :V ««*>«*, wUh.tho advice and can- 


• ,. X 1 V »* ' U-1HV< TT ~ ' , 'V 

1 T %**■ »f such ac ^, as y° u 8l,aU lh ' mV •,: 

' V aad'-’fteecssairv to be pasted , that we may take the s,ull > Hlt0 
am'c&dmw, and return i* the form wc ,-hail think 
fit lot*' fenMSteSi- & and upon thfe receipt^ our uronwals, -, 
then, suimtoan aswtUWfc and propose the said 

4ws for their, consent. ; . ‘ , ■■'. * ’ ■ J ; ; 

And .tfeconlingly we : have ordered t^fctarvewd unto >«*••£ 

. ' a certain body of laws, for the- 1 M of our saidistod, „ 

• framed in pursuance of other law* transmitted nntp,»S-by ' 
■fsiner governors, alterations and amendments' . 

.we have tbought^ltjl.^ adyice <>* . 

here-' which, upon arrival! n -mr said .** **■ ' 

' „tounto the next assembly, that they may beOTtded to 
and eu'acted as laws originally outrun;' ft<nu USr . . • ■ 

' We'mt Villiag; nevertheless, that in case of mvaston.re- 

' hellion, or some very argent necessity, > <VJ p^«‘» n ® l 1 ' ** ’ 

With the' cutwek of the general assembly, * dlmut tr.m, «... ■ 
ting the . S na*, first Unto ,««. to r*r money *,Uno thesa.d 

*r Hu f **'**> *" a “ r ; 

occasions ttrtMtt# hv such nrscnf'nwcsvmwg ,. ' 

• And you shut! ’take cwMhat -the presort sty.e ot ciincu k, 

t.tu., J3» thefcvirnpr'iCQUMl' t ' uu , i/*- 1 - 

be conutrted in^the style of He «t ;■«< /'. 

Ity i,sa mo M exwltyft-** 0 -}***# 1 ’ " l \ 11 '- * 1 


llu* 




s. -,>■ *i 


. .' . ... ■ , , "’ 

' i^iTadofn[L^tte/J^.tU'^i^J 0>rUk «**y - ' s '^-« ,u y 

; J V/ ' ;■ , ( ‘ ’ y' i ' ‘ ,/ 

riuivU ^en^hh^vcral of’ tfc ‘ counifl; 

> them much dissatisfied at fee aheratio* ut the law 
•Uiwl manner, of pc.sr.isg ttepw, purUeuiarU at t|*m attcr pm 
VlrfM** in % mdUia.biii : but that mailings he. may 
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* f uporf all or etwergcnc.Vfs ad as cipfcain-^iapfetal/ AFPEN 

u aud governor in fctnef, according to end in pursuance $Jf J)iX * 

* ** tin powers and authorities given unto him by his majesty*® 

“ eomuo^on 5 any thing' in this cwq, or an j 'other, to the 
” contrary in anywidfe j ’* whkh they are 

jealous U> le t that thereby they^hail m#^e it legal to execute 
ail instruction 1 that either -iw or shall be sent to me, or any # 
other slice ceding governor $ which scruple might ea*il> l>e 
avoided, but thfrff'fite £*eat seal being alii sod to the law <u I 
have m pauftffr to SE^ahe alteration, which 1 anight hayc <f#ue 
botl* to tluir sat* and the preset ration of the king's 

i lghU\ The act for the rt\ eime, too, X leai w ill wot without 
difficulty yms > |mt I riull endeavour all I can to hung them 
tO,pWj for which l have greater induremt nts than toy bung 
hercy without any hopes limn the piestnt statv of the trea- 
sury, which is exhausted and in debt for their new lortiftcft* 

r ’OtlS, 


NUUdKK VL 

of '< J* '<r/o Vj* r S^uttn f ioornt*$ from the thii uj 
t \ at hUe> 


Sir, 


St. Ja it/j \ 1th ^fpumba , ldjt> 


*lhe ft*Muhly met on the S 5 d instant, and, I find, ait .<> 
liuMin lurt with the abortion of the government, that X ques- 
tion wheti'u thrv will pass any of thwlavv*: they have olje^** 
Cun -a vend of them 5 as the act fm the revenue that 

^ ptzp<»ud, >nd nii»v be dit cried; they me nettled at thee? - 
pm-fon »n the | •<»t»nbie, that the revenue was 4 iai r ed by the 
•2M o* moi mi ( ounnl ; aqil though they cannot deny it to h * 
truth, >atJw*y say that courted was elected by the people 
and, 1hou:h continued under the name of a council, yet wa$ 
in 'iTett yn a -a Odd) r t representatives of tin* people 

I have given 1 noth/' rhumba copy qf tfcit act and fourteen 
snare, and gave thun hlxrt) k> compare tlnem with the mi- 
gmrtb^Jfhc net of militia and so me otbeir 1 keep 1 7 me, tUl 
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€HAB» I Wfft what they will do with those thef have. All the acts 
X1 are toot yet transcribed $ for but one man can write at a time* 

W *' / **^ and ifoey are bulky 5 but 1 have enough to keep them 

ployed. The speaker came to me era Saturday, to desire li- 
berty to adjourn for a few day?* which I consented to, and 
j they adjourned tilllfhuraday morning. Lieut, Cob Beestoa 
4 $ speaker, who I recommended to thpm upon Sir 
Egan’s assurances that be would behave \yeU. He hath 

tfiq general repute of an honest and^loreet gentlCrn^ 
though he signed the order hbout the privateer; at which So 
ranch offence was taken 5 but 1 am saitK$i£ he was 0$ farther 
faulty, than m complying l?ri|h the dtectlon^^f (too assem- 
blv : and 1 the rather proposed him (w«©tn they had a mind 
to choose) to gain the point quietly of recommending* whjWi 
my Lord Vaughan, l am told, neglected to dm 

The assembly appointed a committee to compare these 
laws with their fbtmer ; it is said they differ in many things* 
especially from those laws last sent from Lord Vaughan, 
which are most usefully framed for their present benefit* 
Popular discourses here as well as m England , mid I find 
a few men's notions ha\c taken such "place wjith the lending 
men of the assembly, that tliey rather set themselves to frame 
arguments against the present constitution* than to amnnmo- 
datethraps under it I cannot yet tell you what mn c c I 
shall take to remove this difficulty ; but l wul do the best i 
can* I hud one Of the council more faulty in this than #iy 
man faptEft island* but am on wiping to name kirn tiR I have 
tried the utmost to reclaim 

Whilst we are heie busy about email matters, I doubt 
your hands are full of greater, and maj therefore forget m 
We boar the French mil Dutch are agreed. 

I am, fi r, 

Your mo*t humble servant, 
CARLISLE 
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'’Extract of a Litter from, the htfl <tf Cat tide to the fomsfHMcc, 
Zi(h October, W7». 


A1PPKN- 

Ww 


, i » 

My Lords, ^ 

1 have met with the diffiduities 1 l$e 1 foresaw, bat • 
could neither avoid jHar p#eveut, in 'ftigluod* JTb* general i ' 
assembly mectio&wwe 'Itl of September last, J recommend- * 
«d pml sent to thwwK; several bills 1 brought over undefthe 
great Seal of Bngtyud, -for their consent to be enact edf/'W* 
beljljg tend* disbat«s6«<l at* the new frame of government, and 
thdr^^aijag ( tW/«e^Vi.uHjj j^t of power in altering and 
;atfujnding Hews, they would not pass any one of them, but 
J,hrhW ’them all "out* but prepared an nddrem/ with a bill of 
impost upon wines and otbt'i strong liquors for one \ ear, 
without giving me notice thereof, in such terms and form u» ,» 
was not fit for me to pass it t but afterwards changing the* 
style of enacting, as directed iu my instructions, with some 
other amendments' to this bill, She public necessities of the 
i-land, having contracted many debts from new fortifications 
and salaries already due, requiting if, 1 gave the i„y4 assent* 
and then, on the Pith this instant October, 1 dissolved them. 

My earnest suit to all your lordships is, that you'd please to 
have me In your thoughts, and the present state of tins co- 
lony under your lordships* consideration, for some expedient 
which may he elucidatory to the power given me by my 
commission And instructions, which may quiet the winds of 
persons generally dissatisfied in this island, which is most 
certainly under the greatest bppee of improvement at all the 
islands in the West Indies, Slid therefore most fit for to be 
eucouiaged, with the king's, countenance and support, with 
good and acceptable laws* 

What bills 1 shall send to Mr, Secretary Coventry, I pray 
may be dispatched speedily when brought before your lord- 
ships and received ; an order to be passed through all oflicis 
without delay, being in part of what is so very much wanting 

towards the support of the good government of this island*’ 

1 
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M'MI.CR Vlijj 
Co/ip fit a Litter fnm th( har{0{jariit ie to l'u C « uit e« 

ww ^ fortnight ngo I gme )o i an npnn % hat item lft 

I hi i p rad i\nh the a*sembiv # tbomu^f ^ 

Mmtokiid of \%h^t mtgtot tnthn* place m#st conduce to km 
m4^y\ sen he, and could not think of pky b«*ttex t$$^ 4 *enfc 
tkm |o m m* the bearer, Mr, \tku)SOti> m upqa 
louPMjn, He was Semt uy *&fS»r rbjmH's Ifcy&t h *wd my 
I ord Vaughan, and ha> been enough "itb ill j*jjf 

j roceedmgi since ntv nuval, s > a*? penally able to tf^fcl4y 
voor lordships in aov tiling vou mas thereto know^tmicernmg 
the pi i« and to l iy tutors. you all the *\t%er<4 io^r^sHof 
hr nujvstv i elating to it 

*Jy lmd$* l find th itihi ptwnd form tpjo* b i fit the 
im\ mi “ and passi n f layvs rorFuiormg the dtstrnr* >£ i!v* 
pHc<% u, very impi adit able, blades u r> dtsta^ttful *t th 
m?ifc of the pcopb htre, &s you may by the 

1 >H * «*ddres« to nit , ami if your tr rsMopfc evil* \ h vie to 
liutehit wuap t} to suid me a frcneril instructs i b ia*! 
zmuUi* r a fl sen*U^, uul to r<M»nat t and uwke wh tt iiw i u< d 
ft rthnt plii^n T coul <5 then oidcirth^ matter to <o> 1 ib tf 
Jtetmdlj to his majesty’* service I Mt AtfctnSqh, 

<rnt you the di if** of **uth bills ns wi the mo^t f jn h mi V<tJ, 
and chi fiy eo fu *> his nnp t j mull d avaor* 

you, th t I will pot m <uy mgtqtl&l worn* Var> turn tlurn 
lh tv ill, when your loT^hFprt order hi n t > itUnd jou, lay 
tWn< all before yon, and, I behete, jjne i mi Itwibhtp^ o^b 
tiMrou&h that vni will J t*-t a^arirtd that what 1 

desire is fox 1m* mi|istv*$ scivire, and th it J si uj w com ah 
enabl u h 5 it ro uttk L\ery thing upon «opiwd i toumUtim 
tnet nuttier his mnje^ty ubr ^Onr laid hips v di ever a eperit 

f ivmg inide my deference to my opmtou m iti my 3onH, 
h suiters d< punls upon the di 5 pata^ 4 rnl of thecinum 

«k> 






' spaces His, 


•Wig wholly to Attend your 1ulji$tlup?;. andYft;- bUj«v$$; . 

»JU " ' ' r V r * 4'jw’i Y" ' \ & V " 'My, “ 

ff'alwavs be in the wav. lie ha* prayAcI ttffe to ilfterctf# %«&•• 

• '■>'• ' ’ • -' " - iJW. a# 





awd obedient servant., 

'■Yv Y 'A . &L;CAtfM8LB. 


,,'on'hw behalf lpi?|ip$ ? •’bat 

; that, he will »« fccfjjjfc: 

V^WIUMar of vtttnjdjm thought it jtbe readiest s«hS, *w-*t wa'*^ 

**d do r fio|w;|fe|i^j|^“, 
it;?’ ir*/’ ■ Yy r , • , -j, , '• • 

%m 

, ( , s rV ■ *o,'v 

te'i^gv, isfe is,’ fq;$4 

* **® '"* ’ ‘ ; ,*. . , ,;l 1 ’^ v 

., n IX. ' *: , . „. ; . 

' . 1 r V ' "'- ’’ / *) t j>; | ' ; ’Ye' . / *, 

Extract of a. EtUcrf r am the Earl of Catffaftf ‘if. Mk Stftretartj 
M ' ,\ ' :;:•*■■ ;/■ fi'- ^ / • 

-- ( Quito September lust ’the aMeft^blv met ; 

"but vtkktfw.mtfify frptuihc new, frame of go* . 

rerument, anil jfchetr losing their deliberative ymrt of power* 
in frauiifig* -auid amending thdtht^jimit near 
a fo r ily .about- 6'dt<|ite v 4l4^ ,%<1 would ; 

’ fyave 'begun' wtb tbe tore thrown ; :ttot out p , 

il^'asa.nmr^ of tfaei.r jdisafiWing , 



in the ussemibly^ and • lea v e t id m b Jy upon ^ 

tbetr '!' ... ‘ hnmout'^y^ 1 ’it &]i$4tovdy m 

riecewajy io this tyurttynlft jtycJi ^ 
t3iesi^rds f /' w l>o you A&timit presm. 


/um^f 'jg^ioimexdr w,luebhis ; m^^ltiii t#«n 


? oniQf^or 'tfjfc' jvJMch'tto' 
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<?WAl’ joalfes Col. Lob®, refusal to w^er, ‘$Jlh two ’Wore, Co!. 
CHfllW H Mtfield end Col TbOnflas Freeman, tbe thief- 
jusffc^ hemg a w&ft of * cr> great influence uf*»n the assi m« N 
presently suspended, and M*e the other two (less dan- 
^ ^erous) till moJrnmg to consider on it** and them the- chief- 
^uatite sent to met m submission umler has baud* and CoL 
^ freeman xubmiiicd * hut Col C Whit8#*ltt otherwise a 
mrj n ood man, went away into the a&ijf, 

The assembly received and examined I brfh^gh* 

omfttWid drew up then reasons against posing them f&f each 
many were \ er> frivolous, and the best beoaose ftMj" We»e 

not compared with andwien^d by the lost jtytoi ftf**® Wd 
\ augtun’s, now with you, and rfeceive^ some two days kM 
my coming away, the fleet then Staying in the 
departure n uch pressed upon tlie expectation of war* TbetSe 
reasons ngaimdtb* menue bill i answered mihVwWil) 5 %ui 
no unmans or endeavours either 1 myself, the council, or Wth 
could *i«e, would prevail with theuj to pa*s my one of them; 
and l look upon this tube their chief reason, that by not pac- 
ing them the} might the better shew their dislike of that xic w 
w ay ot government , though they urge thi* for their enioyiog 
a power of altering and amending laws the necessity of < ban 
mg them m often as occasions do require, and the dx-*tanu 
from this place is so great, that before the king's approbation 
cau be obtained to nJww, and reivitofd hither, it may be Ut for 
the public good either to lay that law *piide* or much to 
t han^e and ate * H r jai»d>iudf|^^tiks part of the objection 
1 think tjhey ate »» the tight, ffinf^at t-hey fdl want tempo- 
rary laws till the colony be befffrgrowm £tt4 upon thorough 
consideration of the whole otp&tyr in this pjit, 1 am of opi- 
nion it is very advisable and IWuiute that there aboUd be 
least and power from the king 1 # make law* (not relatn £ to 
his majesty's power or prerogative) to endure for *>wne term 
tiU his royal approbation may be had therein $ $ad of Hus I 
do earntotl vent! eat jotir care 

Uj||Ja>4ng used all methods possible with the spiral members * 
*||pbrt, and jointly w itB the body of the assembly, for the pass) ng 

* * > * ^ 




the lawa^J.jm, aiWfmanv eefafesence? and debates, j 
vmi a 4 rdwnj 1 |)M! 0 ts, Austrate^, and they threw 
Afterwards, m a fail fyjtfy, by ska bp&fee* 
inclosed' address, and pfesep$od to men, bill forifae public in»>i 
post, prepared, ■witliout gfcltfng nogce .ffaerrat, in such 
terms and ior®?. M was .not Htfor hi? tPpaee it JSft ; but 
test in Mime jtart constated' to sack sbwindiftents sal andtfae& 
council (bought ratthanging the st;Je of eoaifang as di* 
M#*!** wjr MrtdhfW iW, but rertraiiung <t to 
a fes^that if they should lisve mode it perpetual* they 
be 'Assembled he governed by govetfno^»%hd 

council, §& id C^’&’Oyley’',* time, when they en- 

acted teseti not only 'for the re* emit* but other occasions, fay 
^|«#hor and council, and sotne part of t®r Charles Lyttle- 
toa's time* it appears by oor Council-book upon tike f % Wi 
and Kjr Tfehnas Modyford bad an instruction to coatiimd'thttf 
revenue fay order of governor and council, the assembly in 
his Jife-tioie passing it perpetual} and in fair Thomas Lynch’* 
time the assembly made it perpetual, but, ItofWoitt of the 
king s consent, they both are fallen, but i{ 8bw, the asseinbU 
s.«, they are of a better understanding than td give the rems 
<>ut of their own hands 

j 'Jo this Mill, the island’s affairs being under great pres 
sure* from public debts cpntracted ftp? the new fortifications 
and salaraes already due, >1 gave the royal assent 3 and then, 
being the JSth instant, I dissolved them, * fit 1 | 4 

"W limb having done, pet being satisfied i*Sfa the be- 

haviour of the assemblyW>tKeir proceedings in jtfeththmfci 
the gosemment 1 stood charged with, most of them being 
in military trust*, I put this question to each of them : ** |Jo 
•' you submit to this, form of government which his umieStj 
" hath been pleased to order for this island of Jamaica?” in 
which several of them neither gave me a dutiful nor cheerful 
answer j some did, and at this some are much dissatisfied. 
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NttMBEIL X. 


Jtnvr Excellf-ncy, 

jJ" 




’ / »l uw?mfacr.v chosen writ to be Uwgc* 

' ^jtmral assembly fotr t&k hks S&l&ud of J amain, do, with a peat 
V*V$M of thankfulne**, acknowledge t^prineely pare w^ch bm 
v tn&ieit} hath been ever pleaded to havtf^tbbhi* colony, and 
bt which yooi excelfeucy bath likewise gbrea to os very latm 
nssuiance** i and, in obedience in bl$ maj^ya^QtrU 
mm!^, Wt hw p'raecd itoe scvefatbiU^kfebjourex^^y 
sent u# , and, htu mg duly Au tatatf th$ kutftfttl c«H*Wtotil irt 


f A 


them* we could mt give <mr cogent to any frf tl|fet*v ther* 
Wing divers ftmilamcniril emu*, which w e fmrticul^u ^ 
mfflpA} and did cause them to be entered into our journal j q&d 
from the coarid*r*fiott of them we cannot but reflect, and do 
humbly beg your excellency to represent unto bis most sacrrtl 
umjt-sjy, the great iiiconveniemks which a?e tike to redound 
unto this hlk Island by ihla method and manner of parking of 
laws, whtch h aWcfliitely Inipracticabk, and will not only tend 
to the great discouragement of the pn sent plan tm, but like- 
wise put a very fatal tfpp to any further prosecution of tie* 
improvement of tins place, fcWe lwm<j nothing that bn itv*/ 
people more to settle and remove then family and *tod^ imo 
tin* remote { art of the woild, than the assurance they have 
always had being governed in stub manner as fbat none 
of thpk figl^'sbould be lo»<, r f * long as they were within the 
domjufonrufVne kingdom afAd^utl; hor cm we MMe 
that his majesty would ht \\ e tfUwdfcW, had he been 

truly into* mod of hk owe interests and of that winch & pro- 
per and nalurgl ftfr ike < onsiiiuiiomrrf this nladd. 

My lord* \m iWt are nmv outprnertyor, an^l bore upon 
the place, cannot but dkaim^uHh botfl, ami plainly sec timt 
winch, tif great distance, i> impossible to be known, beittg al- 
npyb distinguished with tin? faKe colour^ of interest md de- 
*$Jg rm It i<$ to yrnvlheieJfore, wc addr^M our* cluing $ and do 
&g#pt>iy beg you to assure bis majesty, *w luck w«,flof|^mtLe 
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bottom of oj$r hearts hnfu^n$dly declare, that we are %k Ap*rv- 
^ MthfuV oW loyal Millets u In the nryit place, sir^ we hunk* 

Mv beg jrc» <o lay Wore his majesty true ro^Hipn *tf 
„ tbi* tfoU^lj and tlie several j^mmtaitecs wh&jfg^ jt steixhft * 

the situation and natural advantage** of the pface w 11 \crv t 
^robablj, by Gpd’p blessing, jo a very stmt time, make it, t 
vfcry considerable, J{ July* therefore, thn^ny stop ^ , 

, ns infancy should to it, which may hinder its fotuie 

\ growtj^ and disappoint those hopes which his 
j ew Jtjjfob and which will no doubt of it come to pn^/ftyty^ 

T th^» Jjj^ubd 00 ep^^Uraged J$ mux\$Q vernmnit and whole* 
iotne %Ws> ifcVfft 4#ecto^Ujjr &eive very many inter* sts, both 

of Jit} ^4 es ^y* s < x tO" « and rite nation’* trade 

the present form Of the ^cniment, as it is now ap- 
pointed, has these plain and manifest nicouvemenek& lii it 
1st. T?u£ the distant e ol this place renders it impossible* 
to be put in practice, 4nd does rtot in any manner fall under 
the H^rue consideration as Ireland does, flom which we con- 
lode the example i* i \L*a. * ' 

Sd The natuie of all colonies is changeable, and const - 
ully the law a must be adapted >td ike interest of the place, 
tod must alto with it. 

dd It as no small satisfaction that the people, by their 
A presents! Wes, haie a dy&b eratw power in the making of 
laws , the negative and barely revolving power bujng not *u- 
cording to the rights of Englishmen, and ftr&00$ ho tybe%*: 
f ut m those compitmwcalths where ansioemey jpfawnUs, 

4th » ‘i his mapnei of- the government br*»$?* all 
things ikolute, and puts it ivyto the power of a governor tti 
do what he pleases winch k nof tils majesty's interest, and 
i » ty he a temptation for even good men to comiud great 
mrUahtiejsa#d errors, ^ 

fc »^u The method whidl has been always iwd, bptb in this 
island iU)A all rA \ ur colonies, in the roakfbg of kw *, was a 
g»e iter sum d\ io lus majesty s prerogative thro tl e present < 
ionn , f<W a povernoi di r t not -consent to any thins; agutp^t 
h 8 inteicst; and if he uni, fli^ signification oJ the lu%*£ * 

#» ' 
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determined the few* so that ht*m«ye»tyh%wl thereby 

i f ' * ^ * 

9»tos, w*4 K*e have truly laid before your excellency our . 
reel sense $ and do hope tfcer your excellency, being tho- 
1 rough!) satisfied of the mischiefs wjhteh * $ certainly arise to 
^-this place from the reasons Wc ha*$ jj^vefy will fti that map- ' 
per represent oui condition to his mt^rty, that he vifcjt be 
tSb^fishy induced to give ah instruction ulyow excellency, to v 
pass such kws as are municipal pad &$, for u#> and ^.tbe 
same manner which has ever l«e« '4>r#$$5ed ip 
and other hit. majesty'# colonial we having ^uo «Mmr 4^m 
in 4 than to express our duty to the king, add our 
sc rvice and gratitude to your excellency, fitr medmti^gSpat 
which m so mueH for his majesty's and the island^ interest. 

And «e do here likewise present unto yottr excellency a ' 
hill for the raising a public impost unto his majesty, tus heirs, 
and successors, for the support of this his government ; and 
do here by beg your excellency to ac< ept of 11 as a real de- 
monstration of our loyalty to our prince and Wffvice to year 
excellency, with ashuraairfc that we shall, npoa all occasion”, 
be ready to entires* such further testimohies of the same as 
may be suitable to oar duty and allegiance. 


C H4P. 

ilv », sMi&tlde 

V-VV /, 
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NUMBER XI. 


d* tie Court <tt Whiptfaifj^h qf dpt ft 107^ 
iPxssjtKT, the King's Moat K&rellcitt Majesty in ( <*uncd. 

i ** 

U hereas tligf Right HonoaWiWe the Lords of the C pm mit- 
ten tor Trade and Plantations did thu day make Report 
unto his Majesty in Council, 

• 

r i hut having, in pursuance of bis majesty's brder, con- 
sidered the preseal state and constitution of Jamaica, atul tlie 
government thereof, as it Is settled by his majesty’s command, 
Iffittlr lordships see no reasons why any ftltaA&tfta should be 
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made In tile metiidd nf taking law* according to.tM'wsage^ jjgpprjj; 
of Ireland for whieh their lordships are preparing reasons to °* x , 

evince th^ necessity and legality of titt^feame * And that ^ 
whereas, a ship is now lying in ffe 0oWns, tamdrfo* that 
island, their lordships afo&ffchat the Right Ifonflurable Mr, 

Secretary Coventry do, tjjy this conveyance, inform the Earl 
* of Carlisle of his nMg«#j$p pleasure herein, with directions , 
that all tluags be disposed to this aid ; and that in the mean * 
tintty foe present laws enacted by Lord Vaughan hawm* 

.karad 1 by proclamation, or otherwise, until bid mlptps 
pteslnre be furtl e< 4u<Wro j as also that his lordship la, by' 
the JfoR couWsyapheir send aver an authentic copy of the art 
for a Jtablie impost, hstelfdnacted there, according to his 
l ajjjte hin’a ins tractions for matters of that uafore. 

*t 

a 

His wsgesty, having thought hi to approve thereof. Was 
pleased to order, as it is hereby entered, that the Riglit 
Honourable Ml. Secretary Coventry do signify bis 
majesty's pleasure unto the Earl of Carlisle, according 
to the h»id report. 

NUMBER X1L k 

* 

At foe Court at m^ehatl, the $&th e/l/sy, W9. 

Vmi k*', the Ring's Most Excellent jJ^j^ Council. 

Whereas there Was read at the Board a Report 

from the Right Honourable the Lords of the Com- 
mittee for Trade and Rlants/toms, iu the worths fol- 

v * lowing j vk. 

* May it please your Majesty, 

* > 

We have, in obedience to ypur majesty 1 ^ Command s, en- 
lercdtnfo the present stateof your majesty’s foiaml of Jamaica, 
in order tifpwjpose such means as may put an etui to the great 
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<i^o^Hir»gealpnt your xm %mtf& gooff ^objects th< m lie tinder 
\ by the unfitted condition thereof, ortw aned hy the refuel 
^ of rdtl J->y fcfct L u 1 oi i&rlMe to the aaaenu- ' 

bly 4tor'4)f*ir consent » uf which p wrings dissaj^ftiCtion 
appear* iof&te risen in the moptte? following: 

By the commission granted by ftifflrnwjt, ,ty mito the Lord 
« .Vaughan and several preceding i% wm yont royal 

' * pleasure to entrust the as^wbly of u if h a pwtetf to , 

taut* ami uuct laws, by the advice at4^onsent oi 4p$go*^' 
and ootmal $ winch Jaw s were to cnotmue in fafijjtt foe * s 
the apace of two yrir*, and no kmgef *%j$ m It tew4^* 
pc««xb tiut your majesty, 4mdi|g the 
did attend that power and manlier of making la w$,% tile hr* 
regular, Violent* and ntiwbv?mtoh\rpmtt(l\n$£ of 
i biy, Was pleased^ with the &&nm of your privy 
provide, by the JBml of Carlyle's commission* that iuVs 
should be enacted in Jamaica, but such as, being framed by 
the governor and conned, and transmitted unto yarn* .majesty 
for your royal approbation, were afterguards remitted to Ja- 
maica, and consented unto by the assembly there,* and, in 
pursuance thereof, the ^arl of Carlisle carried over a body of 
Wv.s under the gi eat eml of England j which Jaws upon his 
lordship's arrival there, liave been refuted by the geoeuil as- 
sembly* upon grounds and reasom u>ti$mued in an address to 
ymn majesty's governor* and in divers letters received hum 
Jbus lordship jp jhat belulh 

1st Ifc plate, we find they are unsatisfied with 

the cltiys* in t&e feAita bfih (jgkgp^k &> provided, that the 

governor may, up m all occa^^>f a? t as go- 

vernor in thief, according ifr and id pursuance of all the 
towers anti auth >rlhes grvVti ptito tun by yotir irnymy's 
t Hmai^un, fearmg4fe$t thtseby (few? make it It^alto 
< » t ute all i nstr uc^inlfcthat «s$he r are or elu^l be sent your 
m*tf*Wy 4 a governor* 

* v 1 hey ba\ c hkewi 4 c rejected tin bill ttl l^Jlfag a 

\ptiUw r< vv*’ e, hi being ptrpeiuJ, end habit (as they $ay) 
to bodivcHitl 
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flawfe contain dhl 

i/ 

by'Jtterlaifs’tla'ws seni^ver by 

V ., '■’ t Stflty. That the disjaj^^the pm8^* : 

method of passing* la^j^ '* ' : ^' l " : ‘^" ■ 

* 1 '■* 6th l v. That the 
,. consequently the Irttstiji 
-, v |jlaie A ,.aiid alter ‘wp$i% 

' v ' t $ wcjfers yonrJgob* 

■"’ v > - ■' \ ■ ' -:?V‘ ' > 

That by year 

;^n4|^ty> prerogative was better rttyufft. , 

>: ^fK t )isj >w%: 4 * <( , , : * (> j t / ,.? , • • 4 

"' 1 The«e being the objections and preipnpes npi& "Which t&6 ' 

aaeewbly hat#, with 1 so much anmiosky^/;jw^ to reject*; , 
thesd biBe transmiUed by you*, majesly^vwe.^qndii'but offers, 
fm yonriaiijesfyhs information and satwfai#pn, ebeh a abort 5 
Answer thereunto as may not ’ bhlj^iVe aTefetboony' of4.be; • 
unreasonableness of their .proceedings, but lisp furnish, y%ir ’ 
' 'governor. When occasion - all lesrye, With ; pheb 
•fir roay^e'liit'.to bp tis^d in j uaiificatioi^youi? com*-’ 
snitaion &nd' powers grafted uritb / ";■ >'«T^!y ,, 1 v 
Tst* it is not without the greatest j 
go about io : ques4dn'y^pi|^p^tf ’« power 
that island ntid'cdcQa^d', ; cypiii' 




the laws pf th&ybur bmg 
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;<?n of the mimfa* wh 


meet,' command, ■ ami ’ 
force?# by sph and laptl^ tib4"^^i|^^Wpd .places of 
r - residing in mpjf stf^^real ms ; 

and dominions. *" ■ / 'J: , 

id* jlilblijection made mx&mil the bH|fpr life: public re« ' 

i , ,*,x ty '• '> \ t#’ j ,f ' s 

s>s iitile ground, siace itS:.,te^i,.'|i^rpetiial .is i?o ' 
more''{iMCii jvbat wus formerly 'ofe^:% , 
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VfflAR. Wi&f* during tte go^imment o£#lr Thomas Lynch, fo 
* lv the #te»e jpafeur* and proportion as is now proposed $ mr 
^ ' can afc^^crted* iuntt* provision is thmky cxprmly made, 

teal tbs m&e shall be for the hotter support of that fpftiMi* 
, braid**, it is not suitable to the ttety ami mo* 
desty of stdq^ts, to suspect yutii majesty s justice or care for 
the government of that colony, settlement and preser- 
1 Nation ha*e been most particularly carried on by ytm tm* 
jcsty's tender ngard, and by the great expense at yon^wn 
tmmifc / 

M U cannot with any truth be *ai4 that thebe tepvaMn'' 
tain mnm and threat errors, notl^ag having be#it d*m* abate- 
in but m pursuance of former taws, at diver® ihtm enacted 
by the assembly, and with the advice of your 
touncih well as the opinion am! ippobation of your alter* 
ney-genemh upon pe rusal of the same. * 

lib To the fourth objection it may be answered, that, if 
any thing had been found of moment or importance ut the 
last jure cl of laws transmitted by the Lord Vaughan » your 
rarest} *s tender cwre of jour subjects’ welfare Would hm* 
+ been such as not to have sent iho*c bills imperfect, or d Li- 
fedive m any necessary matter, 

Mb, As to the distance of the plant, which renders (as 
they s»ay) the present method of making laws altogether ira* 
practicable, your majesty having" been pleared to icgulatc 
the same* by the advice of your privy council, according to 
the usage 6? inland* such care flfek taken as thut no Uw 
might he fuming which ft m&mu to the well-being 

of the plantation, and that ^otexag ought be omitted which 
in all former governments had been thought necessary > nor 
1 * it likely that thus is subject to greater accidents 

ti in your kingdom of Ireland, so as to require a more fee- 
<£W nt 4ml sudden change of laws m othet cases than such is 
are ahead) piovuM fef 1 t pou emergencies, $)p in oilier 
teanm r than is directed by your majesty’s cdmmi$$ion 5 
whereby the inhabitants have fee* atee 1 to make comptaiflts 
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to your governor and council, of any defect m any o}d taw, APPbft 
or to gho reasons for any new one, winch, being modelled ^ 
by the governor and council into form of law, and transmit* * 
ted unto your majesty, if by your majesty and council found 
reasonable, may be transmitted back thither to be enacted 
accordingly, 

6th It was sufficiently apparent unto your majesty, that 
laws must alter with thifc interest of the place, when you 
were graciously pleased to lodge such a power in that govern- 
ment, as might not only, from time to time, with your ma~ 
jesty* approbation, 4«d by the advice both of your privy- 
i ouhdl here, and the governor arid council there, enable 
the assembly to enact new Jaws answerable to their growing 
necessities, but even, upon uigeot occasions to protide, by 
raising money, for the security of the uland, without attend- 
ing you i majesty’s orders or consent 

7th. It is not to be doubted but the assembly have 
endeavoured to grasp all power, as well as that a delibe- 
rative voice, in making laws - but how far they have thereby 
intrenched upon your majesty's prerogative, and exceeded the 
oounds of their duty and loyalt), upon this p 'fence, may 
appear by their lute exorbitant and Unw aft.nUable proceed- 
ngs during the government of the Lord Vaughan, in order- 
ing and signing h warrant under the marshal of the island, 
mtr majesty's officer of justice, for the stopping anti pre- 
venting the execution of a sentence passed, according to the 
ordinary form* of law , Upuft a notorious pirate, add disturber 
of your maje«ty*s peace* and they have further taken upon 
them, by virtue of this deliberative power, to nuke laws 
tontrarv to tho e of fttmtand, and to imprison ymir majesty’s 
uiljjecp , nor have tiny forborne to raise money by public 
aits, and to dispose of the same according to their will and 
pleasure, without any mention made of your Majesty, which 
has mu*r iu like uve been practised in any of your majesty's 
kingdoms How fai, then fore, it is fit to intuit t them with 
a power which they have thus abwyd, and to which they 

VOL, *tt. 4 v 
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bate lao pretension of right, was the subject of your majesty’s 
royal conmiisrion, whep you were uUased to put a restraint 
upon tho&e enormities, and to take the reins of government 
into your own hands, which they, in express words* Against 
their dutv and allegiance, have challenged and refused to 
part with. ' 

8th It cannot with any truth bo supposed, tint, by the 
present form of government* the governor is rendered abso- 
lute, since he is now, more than ever, become accountable 
unto your majesty of all his most important dchiienwsops 
and actions, and is not warranted to do any thing but accord- 
ing to law and yoUi majesty's ^mmissinn and instruction®* 
ghett by advice of your privy council* 

£th And wbeiher jottr majesty’s prerogative is prejudiced 
by the present constructions, is unm the concernment of 
your majesty, and subject of your own care, than of then 
f onsjderations 

Lastly, and in general : We humbly conceive, that it would 
in a great satisfaction to your subjects there inhabiting, and 
an invitation to strangers, when they shall kftow what liws 
they are to be governed bv> and a great ease to the phmtc* 
not to he continually obliged to attend the assemble? to re 
tract old laws* winch your majesty has now thought ht, m 
a poperform, to ascertain and establish 3 whereas the kte 
power of making temporary laws could be understood to he 
of no longer continuance than until such wholesome laws 
founded upon so many years experience, should be agreed 
on by the people* and final!) enacted by your majesty, in 
sue h manner as hath been practised in either of your majesty 4 *; 
dominions to which *uur Kngliab subjects have transplanted 
thciuseUe* For as they cannot pretend to further privi- 
leges than have been granted to them, either by charter or 
jodip solemn act under your great seal, so, having ft am the 
brM beyiinang of that plantation been governed by such 
instruct ioi)b as were given by your m ljesty unto your gover- 
nor^ according to the power your majesty had origmalh 
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over them, and which you have by no one authentic act ever 
yet park'd with, and h ivihg pever had imv other right to 
assembles than hoiu the permission of the governor?, and 
that <m<# temporal y and for probation, it is to be wondered 
how they should presume to provoke your majesty, hy pre- 
tending a right to that which hath bcert allowed Ithcm merely 
out of favour, and discourage your majesty from future 
favours of that kind, when what your majesty ordered for a 
temporary experiment, to see what form would, best suit the 
safety and interest of the island, shall be construed to be u 
total resignation of the power inherent in your majesty, and 
a devolution of it to themselves and their willt, without 
* which neither law nor government, the essential ingredient* 
of" their subsistence and well-being, may take place among 
them. 

Since, thuefore, it 3 s evident, that the assembly of Jamaica 
have, without any ju c t grbunds, and with so much animosity 
and undutifuiuebs, proceeded. to reject the marks of your 
majesty's favour towards them, and that vom majesty's 
resolutions ip tins case aie like to be the metfte e of respect 
and oifcdicnce to yoxu royal commands in other colonies 5 
we cart onlj offer* as a cure for u regularities past and a 
lemody against all further inconveniencies, that your majesty 
would please to authorize and empower )otir governor to 
call aaothei assembly, and to represent unto them the great 
convenience and expediency ol accepting and consenting 
unto bitch laws as your majesty has under your great seal 
tranfinirted onto them ; and that, in case oi refusal, his lord- 
ship be furnished with such powers as were formerly given 
unto Colonel JVoyley, your first governor of Jamaica, and 
since unto other governors, whereby his lordship may be 
enabled to govern according to the laws of England, where 
the d liferent nature and constitution of that colony may con- 
veniently permit the same; and, in other cases to act, with 
the advice of the council, in such manner as shall be 
held necessary and proper for the good government of that 
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plantation, until your majesty*# further order#} and that, by 
*11 opportunities of conveyance, the governor do give your ^ 
majesty a constant and particular account of all his proceed- 
ing#, in pursuance of your instruction# herein. 


All which is most humbly submitted, &c* * 


Upon reading of which report, and full debate thereupon, 
his majesty was pleased to approve the same ; and the 
Right Honourable Mr. Secretary Coventry is hereby^ 
directed to prepare such suitable orders and instruc- 
tions as may answer the Several parts and gdvice# 
contained in the told report. - 

Robert Sowtkwtlh 


NUMBER XIII. 

lx tract of ft Letter jfujm the Committee to the Lari jg/ CutLsif. 

Arris* our *very hearty commendation onto your l*,r' 
ship, we have received two letters from you, the one of the 
24th of October, the other of the 13tli of November, 167& 
both of which gave us an account of the distaste the assembly 
had expressed at the new frame of government, and of the»r 
throwing out all the bills transmitted under the great seal j 
and yoor lordship having therein recommended unto us the 
speedy dispatch of the bills sen{; tbMr. Secretary Coventry, 
for passing them through the office# here, We did thereupon 
take the same into our consideration , but finding that they 
contained such clauses as we had formerly (your lordship 
hemp present) disallowed in the law# enacted by the Lord 
Vaughan, a# most prejudicial to his majesty**, rights and pre- 
rogative, one of them appropriating and disposing of the quit- 
rents in the same terms as was formerly done, so much to 
ins majesty^ dissatisfaction ; -another declaring the laws of 
England to be in force, which clause (your lordship cannot 
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but remember) Was postponed here, Upon very serious dels- ATPfcN- 
bemtiop j besides divers Other particulars altogether unfit to 
he passed by las majesty : we have, withal, perused the several ^ / "* w 
letters which jour lordship bad written to Mr. Secretary * 
Coventry, in relation to your government : and as for the 
laws, we could not advise his majesty to proceed in any 
other manner, than by giving power to call anot her assembly, 
and to offer unto them the same laws your foidship carried 
over, w being the most usefully framed and settled for the 
igtood of the island and his majesty’s service: And that, in 
case lif refusal, you might be enabled to govern according to 
Commissions and fii*tru£tiou8 given unto former governors, 
as your lordship, will more fully understand by our repox X 
unto his majesty, and the order of council thereupon, to 
which we refer your lordsmp, as setting forth at large the 
grounds aad reasons inducing the resolutions hi® majesty has. 
now taken. 


NDMBKR XJV. 

Ertutzi of a LttUr from the Earl of Carluk to Mr. Secretaiy 
Coventry. 

< 

St. Jago dt la Vega, $Oth Jug. 1679 

Yotrs packet by Captain Buckingham, haying inclosed 
his majesty’s letter of the 3 1st ot May last, and an order in 
council of the 2#th of May, 1679, together with the animad* 
versions of the council upon several points of the 3$d of 
May last, and two letters from yourself, l received the 
*26 th *nst. at night. The next morning A read them in 
council. The assembly then having sat some seven days, to 
renew the bill for a revenue, the last being just expiring, I 
sent for the general assembly, and read the order of council 
and the king’s letter thereupon to them, which l hope Will 
have some good effect $ but they came in as good time so 
much contrary to their expectation. I herewith send you a 



HISTORICAL ACCOUNT 


copy of then address thereupon, which they presented to me 
the 28th j and finding them nettled and warm, 1 thought it 
discretion to let them take time to digest their thoughts $ 
and, having continued the revenue bill for six months longer 
from the 1st of September next, I passed it, and then pro- 
rogued them till the 28th of October following. 

NUMBER XV. 

Copy of a vofp of ihe Assembly, Aug , 22 \r>7 0 
DIE VENERIS. 

'Ihe committer appointed to examine Mr. Marlyn'a ac- 
counts reported, that Mr. Martin, appearing before them, 
said, that my lord had ordered him to come and tell them, 
that, both fiom the king and from my lord, he was not 
obliged to shew his accounts to the assembly j hut that he 
had given them unto my lord, and his excellency had told 
him, that, if any of the assembly had a mind to see them, 
they might see them there. 

The house, considering the return of the committee 
ordered to inspect Mr. Martyn’s act*' uuts, re-assumed that 
debate, and thereupon did vote, that notwithstanding my 
* lord’s answer by Mr. Martyn to that committee, it was and 
is their undoubted and inherent right, that m all hills for 
and do arise in their house, so they ought to 
appoint the disposal of it, and to ,eceive and examine all the 
accounts concerning the same. 

a Vera Copm 
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* 

retract «J a Letter from the Earl of Carlisle to the Committee 
St Jago de la Pftgft, Sept, 15, 1079. 

My Lords, 

Yc or lordships* letters of the ^ r >th of March, 4th of April, 
r t W«j4 $iat of May last, 1 received on the 3<ith of August, As 
* Also your hardships* orders and reports to his majesty, touch* 
iftg the laws and government of Jamaica : wUMi 1 commu* 
incited to the council (the assembly then sitting to continue 
the revenue bill, expiring the of September) on the 27*h 
of August* and afterwards, the same day, 1 communicated, 
the council being present, his majesty’s letter of the Sis t of 
May last, and your lord«hip<d order and report of the same 4 
date, to the assembly, which came to me as seasonably as 
they received them surprisedly, making me the next morning 
tlie inclosed address , upon \\ bicli, having passed a bill of 
impost for six months, J prorogued them, by advice of the 
riuncil, till the $Sth of Otolier next, hoping In that time 
they would fati of their heat, and, upon recollection, bettei 
bethink ihvnj*tlves of their duties ami allegiance, and upon 
mj offering them again the laws, which l propose tp do upon 
their tir^t meeting, better demonstrate their obedience by 
icadily giving th**ir consent that they might be enacted. 

But from what 1 can Jearn from the chief leedpfs among 
them, 1 hud the Same aversencss as formerly, averring that 
they will submit to wem , but never consent to oakke, Chains, 
as they term this frame of government, for their posterities ; 
so that 1 scarce expect better success , of which i have writ 
at large to Mr. Secretary Coventry, * 

* 
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Eiti net of o Letter from the Earl of Carlisle to Mr. Secretary 

Coventry. 

SK Jago de la Vega, 23 d November, l $79* 

Sir, 

Thf assembly meeting chi the ^StU of October, I i 
the council, went t.> them * f commanded the council's \ 

of the f Zbt\\ of May, and his majesty's letter of the 31st 0? 
May last, to be lead ^qid to them ; ptegsed them very much 
in consider how much it Imported at this junetuie for the 
interest of the island, that they should then* laws I 
brought to them unclei the great *tal of England, or at least 
part of them* desiring that any one or more of the assem- 
bly would there and then argue the reasonableness of their 
objection, which none of thujn Mould undertake; and so I 
left the body of laws with them Ihey haiingbthe last 
session passed a vote, that the raising money a&d dispoi^ng of 
it, was the inherent right of the assembly (of which I had go 
account cither from the members or their speaker, in four- 
teen days afterwards, they presuming it to be their pnuiege 
that their proceedings should be kept from int) 1 then 

appointed and swore them a clerk, which Oef >re used to be of 
their oWb Choice; and thw tin y are verv uuea«y uhuoi. 

1 hQT pifocmled to read mei thfl body of laws, notwith- 
standing t|*$ great (‘are, paint, and trouble 1 hud taken with 
them, both apart individually as u<ll unassembled togtther, 
they threw out and rejected all the laws, again adhering to 
their former reasons, rather than admitting or honouring 
too‘c from their lordships for rules of obedience 

I thereupon presently, with the council, framed a bill of 
revenue indefinite, and &<ent that#fco them: but that had no 
better success ; and they then attended me with the addfess 
to be presented to his majesty, which j herewith send you* 
as also the humble desire of justification of his majesty's 
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council thereupon, which 1 and they earnestly desire your 
favour in humbly presenting to his imye^tv, being unhiriU 
mously agreed to by all the councils but to! Samuel Long 
(chiefjustice of the island, whom l have found aft along since 
my arrival here to be a most pertinacious abettor and che* 
risher of the assembly’s stubbornness iiji opposing this new 
frame of government, having had a band, being their speaker, 
h iri the leaving the king's name out of the revenue bill) re- 
f feses to join with the council in this their genuine act, and has 
Stjjllciently possessed himself of the opinion of the assembly, 
by advhiiig and asking them in the fi anmig of their address : 
thinking their resolutions to be unalterable as bis own, lie is 
withdrawn to his plantation, some thirty miles off from this 
town, where at this juncture we have mod need of council 
Upon serious and deliberate consideration Of all which, I 
have sent him his quietus , and appointed Col. Robert Bynd- 4 
loss chief-justice in his place, of whose fidelity to the king's 
interest I have many proofs, having formerly executed the 
place, and was now one of thegudges of the supreme court, 

I have also suspended tab Long from being one of the 
council, purposing* by the advice of the conne' 1 , to biingor 
send him, with six more of the assembly, to attend the king 
and council in England to support their own opinions* reasons, 
and address, wherein they are not ordinal ily positive $ and 
this l do from the council here unanimously agreeing, that 
there is no other nor better expedient for the settlement of 
this government to a general consent * * 


NUMBER XVIU. 

Liiratt of a letter from the Earl of Carlisle to the Committee. 

St Jago de la Fe#a, Nov. 1670. 

My Lords, 

Mum of the tenth of September lust to your lordships J 
hope you have received , and what I therein sent your lord- 
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CHAP ships, as Jad^r^a»}ectiire9 in prospect, since the general as- 
^rmbly’s meeting, on the 28th of October Us*, Mu fmmd to 
fee no iraln prophecy. 

Upon the assembly s meeting m that day, J, with the 
council wen tip the plate where they waiifetaet, and again* 

^ in the presence of the council arid the Assembly* commanded 
to be read your lordship*' report ot the 28th of May last past 
made to in* majesty, as also his? majesty’s commands to m f- ^ 
v self of the 3 1st of the same; and thereupon offered 
assembly the body of laws brought over under the 
of England for their consent ; at the sauna tune dtclarin^## 
them file gieat expedient y it would be to all the office^ of the 
island, and reason to persuade his majesty they were another 
people than represented at homei that it would utfiuce the 
king to gratify them in what was necessary , and that* other* 
wise, they could not appear but in great contempt, to the 
lessening of the island’s interest in his royal favour and what 
I urged in genera! to them at their meeting, I had not been 
wanting to press to them apart individually before it j then 
swore them a clerk of my appointing* which they took not 
well, alleging it was their right to ehuoi* ihdr own clerk 
1 told them no ; fpr that the king did grant by patenf the 
clerk Of the parliament* *0 that they were uneasdy over- 
ruled The reason of my doing this was from their having au 
opinion that tbfc’Votes of the house should be kept a secret 
from titty &**$ their passmir a vote the former sessions, that 
to IW*M and dispose of the same, was a right inherent 
in the as$en^r, of which I had *io notice, in some fourteen 
days after, Wita any of them or their speaker, 

J much urged the wboj#< $JsembIy freely to argue* in the 
presence of the cofmod and *®beir own members, for the rea* 
sonabkness of the matter commanded by the king, that, upon 
their dhcmirsing it Openly and freely, they might be the better 
convinced of the necessity of their being dutiful therein : but 
none ot them in my presence and the council's would under* 
take itj so we left them and the body of laws with them 
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Some dayitfeey spent in jreadi% over again tire body of laws 
under the great seal left Vith them ; but rejected the man} 
arguments I had laboured them with, and threw all the laws 
out again * whei ettpon they appointed a committee to draw up 
an address, to bd$»resented by me tb Ml majesty on their be- 
half® * and in that time, wittfthe council, I drew a bill of re- 
venue indefinitely, and gave it myself to their speaker $ but 
bill had no better success, but was rejected also! 
pon this, on the 14th instant, t^e speaker and assembly 
t sent tor to attend me in council, to shew cause why tbejr 
d$4 reject the bill of revenue so framed by us in pursuance of 
his majesty's pleasure therein, they gave me no answer j but, 
by their speaker, desired to present to me the 

speaker contending to give it its due accealfby reading it 
himfeelf ; a copy whereof is here sent inclosed. 

Tills address is founded greatly upon the advice of Lieu- , 
tenant-Oolotiel Samuel Long, chief*} us$ee of the island, and 
one of the king’s council, who principally contends for the 
old frame of government, of whom the assembly is highly 
opinionated, and esteem him the patron of their rights and 
pi iv doges as Englishmen, who had a 1 hand h* leavings the 
king s name out of the revenue bill, being then speaker^tid 
denies not his having a band in framing and advising some 
parts of the address, which' in whole is not truth j for, 

1 st Whereas thci allege, that the civil government com- 
menced in my Lord Windsor!* time* it is gcueffrlly known 
and recorded in out council-book, fifteen in 

Colonel D’Oyley’s time, and will be proved W$ir Thomas 
Lynch, who then himself had an occasion of tralal by jury, 
the foreman of which was Colonel Byndlosu* 

2 diy* They allege the readiness of governors to use mar- 
tial law, particularly in Sir Thomas Lynch’s time} which is 
here contradicted, for there was only an order in "council for 
the putting it in force upon condition of any actual descent 
or invasion, and not otherwise 5 neither was it on foot really 
all this time here, as I am credibly informed upon good en- 
quiry. 
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3dly. A* far its being in farce >n my time* it Whs not from 
my affecting, but the council advising and their derflring it - f 
as also the putting off the Courts till February, in favour ge~ 
nerally of the planters. Then, for their alleging so much to 
he done during the martial law# wholly atf|fee charge of 4he 
country ; that it is done is feut the charge thereof they 
would dog the revenue bill with, amounting to twelve hurt* 
dred and twenty eight pounds, when, conmmibus annis * ttys 
bill of impost is but fifteen hundred pounds* of which twjftjfc* 
hundred and twenty-eight pounds there is not yet made* w 
ment of one farthing, nor any prosfiect how it may, sinceWe 
revenue is so much anticipated from the want of money in 
the treasury* occasioned by my Lord Vaughan's letting fall 
the bill of revenue before bis departure. 

NUMBER XIX. 

To his Excellency Charles Earl of Carlisle * captam^geneml, 
governor, and commander in chief of hie majesty $ island of 
Jamaica > fyc. l 

The humble address of the assembly of this hts majesty's 
island, m answer to the report of the right honourable 
the lords of the committee of trade and plantations, made 
to his Wj city’s council , which we entieat ku ercellemy 
may he hiimbly presents $ tp his mo*t *acied map sty and 
fas Council. 

4 most loyal and obedient subjects, the 

assembly of this bis island of Jamaica* cannot without inhnite 
grief of mind read the fajfart made to his majesty by the 
right hpttoutable tne lords of the committee for trade end 
plantations, wherein, by the relations made by their lord- 
ships unto his miycety, they have represented oa as a people 
full of animosity, unreasonable, irregular, violent, tmdutifol* 
and transgressing both the bounds of duty and loyalty $ the bit- 
terness of which characters were we in the least part conscious 
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to have deserved, we Should, $|e Jab, have s&kl, “ Behold, AfttW* 
ue are vile , what Uiall we answer 9 we will lay our hand* 
u upon aw months " $ 

But, lest Our silence should argue our guilt, we §hall, in 
all humility , encfevour to tt*dgj* appeal we have always de- 
meaned ourselves as becomerh } good and obedient subjects, 
and those who acknowledge and are truly sensible of the 

f a\ours received from his majesty $ the truth of which 
only on matter bf fact being |$ated, and the false co* 
rhu h hitherto have been thrown on us being washed 
shill not doubt out his majesty wilfsooo entertain a 
better opinion of his subjects of this island. 

We muH, therefore, humbly beg that his majesty will with 
patience be pleased to hear the account of our proceedings * 
which truly to manifest we must be forced to look back so 
far as Sir Charles Jbyttleton’s and Sir 1 homus ModjfonTs en- * 
trance upon their government 

At which tune we humbly conceive* tfoe island began really 
to takr'Op the form of a civil government, and wholly to lay 
aside that of army, which, until that time* was deemed 
the supreme authority , when after, upon theb several ar- 
rivals, by order from his majesty, and according to the method 
of lus majesty’s most ancient plantations, they called assem- 
blies, and settled the government of the island in such good 
form, that, until his excellency the Earl of Carlisle's first ar- 
rival, lm majesty thought not fit to alterit, though several go- 
vernors in that tune were changed, which must n^e§aarily 
infer the goodness and reason of it, as well as thftAtisfaction 
of the people (since, from that time, they betO(flrlhenise||jes 
to settle plantations), especially the merchants, by which 
means the estates hurt are wonderfully 11*0 east d, as is evident 
by the ^reafc number of ships loaden heu* by the industry of 
the planters, and the satisfictum they received by those 
wholesome laws then b*gan, and until that time continued, 
the change of which laws we had no reason to expbeft, befog 
done on such mature deliberation from home* % 
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CH AF. * But to Saturn to Answer s4fa firafcthing dbcir lordships are 

) XfV* pleased to accuse us of is, presuming to question his majesty’s 
oyer. the militia) which, howmueh they are misin- 
formed in it, will hereunder appear : buijtve must first repeat 
the clause agabst which, w$ humbly coril^e, we had just 
reasons to take exception, ? %Seh clause is iW followeth : 

“ Provided always, and it is hereby further enacted and 
** declared by the authority aforesaid, that nothing in title 4$^. 
** contained be expounded, construed^ or understood, 
“minish, alter, or abridge, the power of the governor or 
** mander in chief for the time being) but that in alLthih^lb v ' 
4t may; upon all occasions or exigencies, act as captain-generai 
ff and governor in chief, according/to and in pursuance Of all 
“ the powers and authorities given to him by his majesty’s 
41 commission 5 any thing in this act or any other to thAcon- 
ef trary in any wise notwithstanding." ,.vf, ' ' > 

In their lordships* observations, in wiich they take no 
notice that the pbwA given by that clause extends as well to 
the governor '‘as dhptajn- general, nor of ' the wo^^tuiy 
" thing in this act or toy otter to : $b notwttl&tanfl- 

* ( tog," whi<% wordsii being plajhf, : Wj^erenee$ to ex 
pound them, being consented to, there is no occasion of mak- 
ing any other law, because that makes all the powers and au- 
thorities given by his in^esty’s commission, and by that com- 
mission, the instcuetions which shall be after given to him, 
shall though it be to tbehtdling of any beneficial law, 

made here or in Englurd;f %y which we are secured 

both in Itjmfcud in estate 5 the like of which was never done 
i'^py of 9ti majesty’s dominions whatsoever, and is in effect 
to enact will to be law^/|M will be construed (we fear) to 
bind us by the old mi eWmm, that every mm'm&y renounce 
his own right : and if their lordships had been pleased to 
have as well remembered the other clauses of the act of the 
militia, we cannot think they would have said we had ques- 
tioned his majesty’s power over it, for no net of England 
gt^^s majesty the like power over the mRjtiams ours doth ; 
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for, on any apprehension of Sanger, the general with his jpfrjRM. 
council of officers have power to put the law martial on foo^ 5^' 
for what time they please, and to command us in our owd 5 * 
persons, our servants, negroes, horses, Often all that we have, 
to liis maje^y’ft'lMfervicej whi^h having been so often put in ^ 
practice will need the less proe^^hut how readily and willing* ^ 
ly we have obeyed, and in that faith Is best justified by works, 1 * 

$4 will not be amiss to instance some timtes* and what hath n 

done in those times, by the charge and labour of his > 

f ifty's subjects here, unde* the several governors $ none 
Which nave left «m*»perimented the strength of hi$ ma- 
jesty's commission, and the virtue or force of that act, upon 
the least seemiug occasion. * * 

Id the government of Sir Thomas Modyford, in the years 
1665 and 1666^ the whole islamf was put under law martial 
for many months together 5 i#which t in#* by the inhabitants* 
and their blacks, Fort-Charles was made 4ose, w hich to that 
time wanted a whole line, and also the breastwork 'at Fort- 
Royal Mis built, with a very small charge to his majesty. 

In the tin# of §ir Jdiomas Lynch, in the year 1673, the 
law martial was again set on foot j Fort*Jamcw built by the 
contributions of the gentlemen of his majesty's council and 
assembly, and several other of his majesty’s good subjects in 
this island, which amounted to a very considerable sum of 
money ; a breast-work thrown up at OM*tiaH>otur and seve- 
ral <»ther places ; and guns mounted oh a platform placed at 
Port- Moran t. * 

In Lord Vaughim’s time, though there was ^probability 
of war, yet be wanted not the trial of his povraf also b^the 
militia, and our obedience to he commanded out a 

company of the inhabitants rala&rch of a Spanish batgua 
fanga , who Was said to have robbed a sloop belonging to this 
island upon the coast of Cuba : he, likewise, in favour of the 
royal company, commanded out to sea two vessels, with a 
company of the militia and their captain, froi%Fort*Eoyal, 
to seize an interloper riding in one of his majesty^ harbours, 
and there by force seized her. 
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CHAPf ' In the timft of fir Henry Morgan being commander in 
chief, if were again put under martial law; in which time 
TFort-Rupert, ForMferlible, and a new line at Fort-James, 
were built* 

4 Lastly, in his excellency the Earl of Ciftisle’s time (the 
present governor) the few mtfttr&l was again put in force for 
* about three months; in Which time Fori*Morgati with its 
platform, and another line at Fort- James, and the breast-whtW 
reinforced very considerably in thioknctS and height, audipstf' 
carriages were made for the guns, those that came OOtJgjt 
England not being fit for land amice ; all which fortificaiitos 
are substantially built with stone and brick, at the charge 
and labour of the country. 

Neither have we ever tjjen wanting in due respect to his 
majesty's governors ; the militia having always waited on them 
to church, in their progresses* 1 and on all public occasions: 
and we may safely affirm with truth, that no militia in his 
Hugest) *s dominions Undergo the like military duty as hfe sub- 
jects in Jamaica; as i^eVident to all men that eve^tUt foot 
, in Port Royal, which cannot be distinguish^ from a gtffafcon, 
fc either in time of peace or war, but by their not being paid 

for their service. 

*Jb answer their lordships* objections to the bill of levenue, 
wherein hia majesty’s name was left out, there are several 
members of this assembly now sitting who were members 
when that, bill passed three times in fo*m in the assembly, 
and, upsoh Whe best recollection of tjadl* memories, they are 
fully persuaded and do believe the bill was again sent down 
that amendment from the governor and council, accord- 
ing us it is passed at the fegfc: but, should it Have risen in the 
assembly, they are veryr;^roortunate if they must ,taar the 
censure of all mistakes that may happen in presenting laws to 
be passed, when both the governor and his council have 
their negative voices, which, had either of therii mode Use 
df in tfoa Hjpint, would haVe been readily cpnaeMed to by 
tht assembly, as they had formerly done, both under the 
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government of fihr Thomas Modyford and Sir Thomas Eync|j, ApttfcN- " 
before whoSe time it had been raised without mentioning bin , , 

majesty’* name# and that without cheek, and we ' 

concluded the governor's name in pbe enacting part to be of 
the same effect #s his majesty’s is iff- England, whom, in this 
particular, he seems rather m ^ereoliate than represent* for 
which reasons we hope, it ought^not to hate been imputed 
to the assembly as their crime altogether, 'being consented 
us by his majesty’s governor, w ithout any debate, and 
f|| applied hy the aet whereby it was raifcd, to the! very 
same public uSe bis majesty directs j and we are certain no 
instance can be given of any money disposed of to any pri- 
vate use, bat was always issued by the governor’s warrant, 
for the payment of bis own and other hw general officers' 
salaries Ip this Wand, with soroefmall contingent charges «t 
the government 4 *t ^ y 

Then lordships also affirm, that tb* assembly offered this 
bill, m the same measure ami proportion as it is now pro- 
posed, to* bir Thomas Lynch . in which l heir lordships aie 
misinformed i far his instructions wuc that the 

law should be in force for two years and ot» longer, «h„U 
their loidships also acknowledge in the prior j*art of tin 
report) to that the assembly needed not to have expressed 
any timfy and the particular uses therein appointed ^ 

But bad their lordships known how great sums of money 
have been ra-sod heie, nod how small a^ort hath been 
appLed to his majesty** aerviec for the defence and^trength- 
ening the island, we humbly conceive tb$r lontejilps Would 
have bt en of opinion, that we have no reison'%) bai oar- 
selves to perpetuity, and pass the $|dd act without limitian.011 
of uses or time , nor can we be presumptuous a- to ima- 
gine the dung can be hindered "from making such Use of bis 
own money as he shall think fit, and apply it yrbere he finds 
most necessary. 

, It is vary true the laws contain many and great errors, as 
thru lordships may see bj five assembly'*' journal* go that 
Vol in, 
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vj^te the assembly as wch pekkktaers to fate nmjesly for tins 
form m they are to he restored to their old, above hall 
"the body of these lafts, without amendment* would neror be 
reasonable 

As, to usstancfc some few amongst many i in the mi for 
* preventing damages by fifre, 4 ffngle justice of the peace hath 
power pf life a»d death j and the act of the,«aiHjtia tan powers 
(he governor and council tfb levy a tax Oil the whole islands 
and in the act directing the umnshaVb proceedings, thwfle i»% 
clause that mokes it felony far any person to conceal hi# v 
goods, left in his own possession, after execution levied % 
that few, so that a man may he hanged for being poor* which* 
though inconvenient, was never till then aecouated capital ; 
with others too long to be repeated * 

And whereas their lordship* are pleased to say, that there 
h nothing imperfect or defective in these biHs transmitted 
hither 3 yet we humbly conceive, that nO i&Htae being taken 
in this bod) of laws how or in what nature we are to make 
use of the Uw* of England, either as they have reference 
to the preservation of h** unjesiy’s prerogative or the #ttb- 
Uct‘8 rights we ought not in rt&sob to consent to these bills ; 
toi, nothing appearing to the contrary, the govemtu is left, 
ad fotntum, to use (m refuse us few nr many m he ole&sts, 
and Afoth as suit with his occasions , there being no dreelums 
in them how to proceed according to the law a oi Jhngiam 1 . 
either m eaum crnniUHl or testamentary and in man) other 
c4«e% whkh concern the quiet of the subject* both in life ami 
estate* 

WofCOncfeive also, that* whatsoever is said to the contrary 
by 4 boir lordship# in Arnett #o the distance ot places, this 
very last experiment j^l^Oiently convincing qf the truth 
of that ailegatkin , since it is a year since this tncuhL c#me 
over and was debated, and before their lordship#* report came 
bock, notwithstanding ope of the advices went home by an 
express. And, 

Whereat then lordships say, we cannot he subject to more 




tutkrn but thinning. But farther, we twa-mt 4 magme tfckt 
the Irish model of governments, mprtl^^ei^r intended 
f<jr Bngl&hmen i besides theSjf* lordships cannot but kmw, 
that that model was Produced amongst them by a kw made 
by themselves In Ireland, and m consequently bound the#*, 
^ wliicbr being now generally known to all those who r$ai ova 
tether, they have 00 to ’re'pme at, that being their 
chbtee to live under it m $i$y fr&m it, uhd was made for the 
preservatic«i of the EugSkh against the Irbh faction. As 
there Is not the same c«iu^ there is not the same reason^ 

„ for imposing the same on as* mtU#s We did H outran os, qyfio 
are all \m majesty’s naturahbora subjects of hU kingdom of 
England , which Is the reason the parliament give, in all their 
act* concerning plantations, for obliging qs by them to 
what, am! With whom, and m what manner, we may trade, 
and impose a tax on us here *11 case of trade from owe colony 
to ariuibei $ and, it k but equity then, that the same kw 
should bft%e the Wehe power of loosing as binding 

His majesty giving a power, on urgent oiormortfyfio mm 
monies the old wav, only secures the king's officers their 
salaries, which eke they had heed disappointed of) the UCt of 
the militia, which was hrretofoxe consented to, ever pro*- 
\mmg, that, on alarm or Invasion, the commabdferin chivf 
should havt unlimited power over all persons, estates, and 
things, necessary on such urgencies. 

As to the Tth^the assembly say* they never desired my 
power but what his majesty’s governors assured them was 
their birth- (rights, and what they $||^sqd hk majesty’s most 
gracious proSatoftiloh allowed %keWi also Ity Majesty wa* 
^ raelofuflty pleased to write a letter to Ms gov&pfrpv Sir gliomas 
Lynch, after the double trial of one Pet< 3 r Johnson, a pirate, 
signifying bis dislike that any thing should be done that 
bhonld cause any dputyt in his subjects, in noi enjoying all the 
* t% 
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* 

pimteges of subject* of the kingdom of E%1 md, or to that 
tffeu 

* But as to the obstuii un » of ]i»4tKe agafcut Btown> the 
pirate, vvlbit though not jwtjAihld to the ttiftnaer, 

was Wit bf m asttiriitice, fUat we bad no law fai force then to 
toy lord (liw lint of Boland * pober , end oyr chan- 
cglhir> hece equal, in cfnwtmg comm *wtft in pmuinea of 
the statute of Hi nfy the < ig&tb , \\U < \i aW 1m majesty anti 
council pcHuun^, h ivc, m the new bod) of laws s*nt one to 
supply that want amf if they, nut meddling Wi*h the iperifcjf 
of the c&une, emit ivottrcd to piesifve the tom of | untie < , tmd 
justice nr i, <tfter demal of hevmd petit w, m*M 

with fin? Conned, wCif led beyhnd their rhitv /for uh tel* they 
were shwply reprimanded by the tin n pmemdt) tliey do 
hope for md humbly be^ his majcstvS pinion 

And a* hi tue act upon wide!* bo came iu, it aiose not m 
tin .ssembly, sent fium tie i ouneil, to be confected 

to \i\ tmin, which WJW «M-imtwjglv dom 

And as to the imprigornnertt of Mr* ThoowMartym one 
of their members, for t ikuig out process in ehahtery 10 hts 
own private concern against several Other mechberi*, nod Of the 
council tiheassembly then sitting, ami for other rmsderm auors 
and breach of the rales of thlp house, they hope it is jusOh ikk 
the ktn^b governor having assured them, that they Wl the 
saiue power m ec their members whn h the house of c Ninons 
h ive, ami all speakers hem praying, and <be governors gram- 
mg, the petitions of speakers in Engl uni 

bmng the governor hath po ver$o turn out a counsellor 
and turning out incapacitate him from being an assembly* 
rngfi, no (ouuselloi date option against the gover- 

nor under dange* of )Mi penalty than losing th<ct which he 
th»nkp fa*i» blfth-rgfit : also, a governor being chancellor, 
ordinary* and admiral, jpiatf with bn* military authority, 
lo<%c« so grea* a now eon him, that being united and exe- 
cuted m me person to turn it htimu in quakbet parte, so that 
Me nn/ im alidate any thing done under his own Commission. 



$41 


' . s , OP JAMAICA. 

I hCf e jb no doubt hut, by this new wa\* it is in ihe ^ APPfN* 
*cmbIy*%pOwer to consent to and perpetual t, such law* as are 
wholly of benefit to them, .ml If aw uupasbed aU that may * ^ 
be ttoqgta most* nectary fpr his^iyes^^ahkh advantage 4 
they not laying hold on, hupeit will be an evidence they are 
careful oj in* majesty* prerogative, as H is the duty of every 
good &ubj< ct to be t U ) 

it is w thoiii controversy that ibe old form of govcan#tat« 
winch was ouined so like his majesty $ kingdom of ftnglaad, 

# 9 ttSt of consequence be of greater ejaeojnngernertt to all W« 
mtoyesty s subjects as well Us stranger^ to remove tbemsehes 
hither * Upon his maiettv’* proclamation m my Lord Wind* 
aor’a time, and by those gi acinus instructions gntn ho Sir 
Thoxnu ModytorU, all m im>»t part of the sugar plantfumm 
have been settled , and the major part of the said planters 
being such who arrived hcie and settled upon the general* 
liking oi the model lint umaiiWed, ghd^jn tyth* I that they 
lost not 4«y of the privilege of Ms majesty’s sublet!* ot the 
kingdom uf England by their Vmoval Kit her, atiri having by 
no act, m we believe, elihu provoked hi^ majesty or fm&nted 
our rights, or ever desiring or attempting to lessen or qwes* 

Uon hi# ma>iM\ s preiogative, the pi enervation vi hereof We 
ever deemed the heat means of preserving opr own privileges 
and estates, we shall pies time to hope for the continuance of 
1 ms majesty's favour, w lucb isoni posable for us ever to forget* 

And whtiens their loAhljp&arc pivoted to offer their advice 
to his m?\j **t>, to Purmtk h^s governor with friith powers as 
were fornitrly given to Colonel I>*Oy)ey and others in whose 
tube the then amnia ted war not disbanded, but m 
> continued till Lord Vi iwLor’s arwwfd, who brought over the 
king's ro> ;d donative, and order to settle the civil government ; * 
we hope their lordships intend not that we are to be governed 
by or m an army, or that the governor be empowered p, 
levy any tax by himself and council ; since bis majesty having 
discharged himself and council, by an act Of parliament, of 
any such power over any of his majesty's subjects of his king* 
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CU M*. «5"i« of England, !us we undoubtedly we, it wi]l be very bard 

to imy impoE^tion laid on !>*H by oux o>vn j^msenis * 
lorduhips >vcll know, that no deriv&J J>owor greater 

than * ‘ * 

, However, if hW most gracious majesty shall not think fit . 
to niter this model, but wo are to be governed by the govar- 
W»r and council, accordi«#to their lordships’ advice, yet We, 
hutnbiy beseech Ids majesty to do to the grace to believe;, that 
W'e are so '-ensible of »ur duty and allegiance, that our Sttb* 
mission to and comportment under his trusjetdy s authority 
shall Ve sunk as that, /we hope, he, <3* his due time, wilhfce 
graciouslv pleased to restore unto us our ancient form of 
government, under which it hath hitherto pleased *Jod to 
prosper us ; ending With our hearty prayer* for his r ajeety's 
long and happy reign over us, and most humbly begging id 1 , 
majesty’s pardon of all our errors autl mistakes, and a gra- 
cious interpretation of this our answer j protesting, asm the 
bottom of our heart#, that we are a no resolve to die his ma- 
jesty’s true, loyal, and obedient subjects. 

A true copy. 

ft wi’N"' I' >•* tu.. < i that. 

TSrfMKEK \X 

/'lie hmt>h dmn md oj tU> >"■ minis <4 A* ma- 

jtsty's council, to Ms Emtlen'p Utf tirmmor w famaka, 

■r m alteiiitions of government in this his 

ussuestvs island, of m> that of hiV kingdom of Ire-, 

land, w1d(d»#^^ ^ be ^“ nd of Wags, hath 

gntoip^fPiiManded «« to submit unto on 4 own. We his 
, majesty's Wy loyal and dutiful subjects, hitherto hare and 
by a Willing readiness, and ready willingness, declare 
' dtUr entire obedience and hearty conformity thereunto, be- 
cause his majesty commands. . ' . > 
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And although Jrfs majesty's great peispicuity amlVbly 
rdyal prudence h best abb to determine wh it government ip 
the Attest foe Ms subjects in this ^laud^yet wit ft all due sub- 
mission, iu all humility, *u Ueg U&W Jte represent to his 
majesty Ihe grcgt inconvenience tttttftdingita} prt sent fr«tme, 
* in transmitting our Jaws home. 

Tfae v^t-dist^ee at place wifi of necessity require a great 
expense of time, between the fet framing (air laws here and 
the tmn >*mtUog and return of them hither again $ Pd that, 
before they dan he pmqd into fews by the a^embiy here, 
then wdj probably h *reafc eaust* arise to alter as there were 
at fina to m tl e them 

*ted with all due mbmf*«ion, we judge it even impossible 
to adftj t Jaws to tb< prepent constitution, m as hot & admit 
of often ami gieat Uteri t«o ns , fc« , according to mr expe- 
rience hitherto, we hav ' found urgent occanon* to alter a» 4 d 
amiul laws, that lav* more mifnerh itejy concerned us 
1 eu, j* lh< eu*i v two year*, and we cannot fruesee but 

w« hh i l l i \t " th< Jb? me necessity still , so that if his ma 
fc*tj f” ousk r»}r w u, ; v4 * *t }/ to M* prmeily consider i- 
tion, and » report to us our fanner pc er and Wf£> or 
method <>* < i f i<i <* s, or at K n&t remit that part of the prr 
sent methot ? m iu r laws which only Concerns ut here, as 
they may pa^s i t\ mt t>am>nt t\mg the same, we hope, by 
our profit Mihm *n md atm. .hsdiehee to all lm> laws 
here, mp \di U i glorious punee and hip subpxts 
here ui h i py p pit 

And wh nu» the gentU me^ipf the assembly, m their ad* 
dtm to tm tamest) read <fty»ul tW 15th of Novem- 
ber, HJ79, do 4<& tare, that mho of revenue wherein 

bis maiesty a mm? was left out, ih^he^j^^everal of the 
members of their assembly now sitlmg^ wh^^sA taqrobtft 
whm the bill passed three times in form m tW 
upon the best recollection of then memories, thev ard f ^|®y 
persuaded f&d do believe the hill was agate sent down with 
t|iat amendment from the governor and edwucil, act oi ding 
a& it passed *i the tea* - we, the gentlemen of his majesty » 


m 

AWhm» 

$n 

* , a 
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**' tAttnefl here present at the passing of the Ml, do most iami* 
W> «nd w itli &11 «euo!i->n> a aver and drtl ire x that we were *0 
fer from cohsenlmg the ^4»d bill ehonkl passfWithtuit hi« ma- 
. ]«bt)'s name »» 1% (but we do not remember u w# ever de- 
bited^ n.uitlainM in WpanH, and further, that, id the best 
of our respective hurWW^r, St 'w, r^d three tip**, amt 
1 pa&v d Ift town ii« hoard, wftb b« ma>< ^*§ name mil’ and 
' wc an, tin rathi r induced to thjis Am confidence, because we, 
i And tk or . n *1 act wa« rased, tyth* tfwsttspe tWd ow* 

■ hand, tntei lined, aud motcftr^ tj*|r Seferal psriiiidnu ott of 
the staid M, l^iat wtrc araikin tounefl, were all lain n ituse 
of mi the minutes of our count d-btmke, at d no nieattmimbde 
, of tks* and the gentlemen of thbi^mubly do puodiMsb'po* 

; " thing out of tfteyr journal to justify the rtfiettiop* upon us , 
y therefore it is j rrsaowi! thry cannot. 

And wc do timber humbly and uaantMfflgA/ de» fare, «« 
never did at any time, either joint!) or emrally, make any 
complaint to the assembly, or any of them, of the power given 
by his uj ljisty to his i\ccllont> otir present _overnpi to sus- 
pend auy of In m i|c«ty s toupcil here forps, we hair hither* 
to yielded alt due ob* hence ind sukni’-amii to bis maji sty’s 
- royal will «ml pleasure corn •. rnmg us so vu hope we shall 
approve cursebes smh, and, as in duty bound oer pray is, 
las majesty's long life, and that !ie may pnuperomh and 
tnumphantiy m0%\er us, 


ibis w is nuMtHtpously agreed to to com t 1 r> .he tespet- 
tivi mtmbers thereof ts#> were pu cut at tht passing 
tin lull of Xl ooum Baliriid, Colom! 

J hn Cop|, ByndUaw, Colonel Thomas 

1 ipm^^wloit^fwSlluni Joy, ( nlonel lhoma& Ful- 
S$ I^^Vfeite/fesquire , 

Mented to by the whole council, excepting Lieuu- 
feolonil banniei Long 

^JR'euned from the Lari of ( arlisk, 26 tly ifebruaiy; 
iej >.bo 
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Jamaica r .t * 

J 

At the committee of trade *nn plantations, ia the council* 
chamber ftt ’Whitehall, the 6th of March, 1679-410, 

1 

Prince Ri*} neff, Mmqms of Worcester, Hr- Hyde, 

Lord President, Ear! of Bridgewater, * 4 3Mtr. feet Coventry, 

Lord Privy-Seal, Ed. I of &mx> *$ir Leohn lentens* f> 

* 

** 

A from ifce Ef.rl of Carlisle to the Committee, * * 

dated $Sd of Kovembei laid, is rr ad* wherein htt lordship ac* 
quaint* the committee, that, having called the conned and 
assembly together, he bad Caused their lordships* report of 
tl e @&tl* of Mnyto be publifcijr read , which thou lordships 
think to he disagreeable to the directions of the report vc hich 
s\aA only presented to hts majesty for his mfou miaoti, and in 
order to iurnMi the Earl pf Carhatf, when oet tsuui ahoulu 
»ene, with sin h arguments as might be fit to be med in jus* 
tjfieatmn of his majesty’s iumMb&\m add instructions , and 
their louhhips partK ukrly take notice, Jt&it it Was neither 
imessaiy n >r convenient for ^ him to expose his instructions 
to the assembly arid as to the clerk of the assembly, wteflsfe 
his lordship bad apiuduted, %h$ committee does very mtfeh 
approve bis lordships proe^^jW Aemni, and will desire 
him to Continue the same tnkmm forlH fotuarc 

And whereps < olonc l Long is represe^^^^Jiscye a hahtl 
in leaving out the king’s name in the l^ieiPHIp^ 
and in fm&jbgj and advising the address of the s 

transmitted td his mjyesty ; their lordships w21 

the Kart ol Carlisle may be ordered to send Him to Engh^* 

& ^ 

to answer what is laid to his < barge. 




■ 

.thaie* to M^MuartJh ftt^s 

J ‘“' ll 

jpsyy 

iia*#* 1 “'' 0, ^Y;,> ■;•.<$ 
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Vjjf 1 

•/■•'sdiiAP. .vr’-'^he ad<fc&$h 

,'; ' anstte t^ffieptoof . the cbhWh ittee ^pproyetf-jOn’to 9|th of*';'- 

t , * ‘May fai^being ; * bgir 

■ ' - tony : * 1 J .}1> ^ 

" ' ,i^^iyll,'A^-#\^«ri^^;5'n to tfefafc • .TljowMi 

'^p& l y-iard...ana • if & certain, ■ " 

. ^4, Colonel DSOjr^y«liatlv^t»xfi after'^to^ • 
• jesty*;.fl4oration, to f g«»rti % 4^&&&{N!ji#W' ** ' • *&£> 


ue bill, it ii 


f to cto^.-fes. 


' .ijBU andtoei^ie'.^'to :; |jt)rd Vaughan, 'tot, to hid pii^ ~~ 
to-gptonor aM'toiw^'With |4& isuyesfy’s name,which Wes , ' 
j afterwards left out, or erased, as raisy be juppotoby.to >nr'^ ; 
Ufa terliaeatfcwi that ybt appears upon the:»ri^inal ;: j^iH," ; 
"' ! : V; And whereas it is said, that i 


A 1 , 1 ’ in affirming tot tofastembly bad befim offered - to bill of 
revenue in the same measure and proportion dtf itiioW pro- 
posed, since the laws were to be in force for two years, ami 
no longer: the assembly have quite forgotjafi, or pretended 
to be-ignorant of, the powers settled by his majesty’s corn- 
,. SivThtwSaif tiyto, vy : btoby i? to laws wtotoiw 

,% force fyt tod ftm* tK$)3$jS&$&?4u$et& eonitatod hy.-: 
r 'ksm&kstvwahmtot.Ch ^M ikl’tot the bid j^sjnitted by; ' ' 


Sir Thombs - ff , wi r .'• ■ 

render • -• • /’• '.T 

" ; The «aaisi^y-j^m(^|Mn^ 'togreut^uais raise?' in' 
• Jamaica, which had' not ^j tpwmitowiii to hts' majesty^* - * 
vicej hpt does, not ofjn^ptoof 

the revenue 1 


WiSv*. ■ 1 

Mr V? • 1 ’.(tS^Av ' ■!, 


It & wrap? law fyife 

. -^^^^^'wliicivtoy tomplai n, 


made by '•: 


, '-spa sTiXJmis^ 1 <•.( r v , -jft.'.ov 

>;||b^to‘alw''to act directing -the marshal?, jpW^dig! 

' :8 *^^fbe hut vej^ itoonable, and fbr ."the- adv^- 4 ^" 


' 'ppnors, siuc^t^yfes them the use dftotr jgi&'dm ;'y 

cutiob, and.* ” 



e 

,j A ad whareas U*c ajMemblycomplaros* that there m m few 4 
iiansmittad to them for ascertaining the laws of England , ii * 

* <s thought reasonably that hi? majesty should retain within 1 ^T*^ k 

himself the fiower of appointing tfe? S England to hfe* 

a in full force m that island, as he 4bafl fihff I tfe^sary. 

;; Th« delays and loagth of ttee, alleged by them in re- 
ference to the model prescribed % his imyesty,wcye wholly 
occasioned by the refractoriness of the assembly, ami not By 
the distance of places* m ?thfcr reasons. „ ? y 

What they object liefend, in reference to Jfe* # 

i maitu, is tmmloai * anwethe English there have right to 
■' the same privileges as those of Jamaica and arc bound up 
* by acts of parliament an England, as well ns the inhabitants 

• of Jamaica ^ ^ 

To the 7th objection it is replied, that nothing has been 
done to fahe itWV enjoyment of all the jwivifeges of 
English subjects, fence they are governed by the laws and 
statutes of this realm. 


Thor unwarrantable proceedings m obstructing? of justice 
against Uronp the pirate is confessed, and his majesty**, par- 
don prayed by IWm* ^ 

Their lordships thhtfe the imprisonment of Martyn, and 
the articles pieferred against hup, altogether unjustifiable, 
not only ns he was hi* mitf dtA^f Collector hut as the assem- 
bly ufepi* not* by the pret##^ of |0$tegr 3 to shelter 
them wives bom justice, there being no such usage in liar- 
budoe-i and ott er \ iantftUoiMr ^ 

In the Pth place, it k emmcoq* id the assembly 

to think it 1 % by the presat^w^i. in their own power to 
accept such 1 1 \\* as are % themselves, and 

to x eject aiKhlt^ are rhoe^ ? ^bca 
the governor yet retains a «eg&tjv/^ok4* Wm 
of the assembly. f jfjf 

And whereas they very much ihsist upon bis majesty^.|rb^ 
damatfon in my Lord Windsors tune : his mipsty hits flotib 
any instance Withdrawn the effects of his promise fcp them* 
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CtUf\ nth imposed several ride* and i factions were pi£* 

" XAV. scribed jn Sir iJmi >u VMUoh *ou xtiittioa and intirw* 
r! *** V "^* |joa <i i whereby he b ul j> >w* r, with the &dt*ee of the < oaocil, 
to r^ube ttnmt£ 4 |M strong liquors and the assembly can ae 
y lutle tom?*# they have belt provoked hw majesty to keep a? 

gtrfct dy* upon them, niter^heir several uuwarra^M&l* pw>~ 
b^&efbng* during the gme&nieut$<>f tin L>td Vu#g|mu, and 
;'h * since of thi Lari ol Carlisle, by thur mt*h aod other* be 

„ Jo the last pin c, it iv fh)he)¥ bs the issemb]^ 

that the government ® n army in < olohet 

JD*Oj ley ^ time «ufty$/| appear- partly by hm commission, 
tjhat it was otherwise pint ided, and that t‘ e martial law ww 
then laid aside; #0 that, upon the whole matter, they lime 
reaa&h to beg his *u<* je ty v s pardon foi *U their errors and 
mistakes < 4 

The just 'fioat ton of the <eumu.il of flfiwemjea^ in ah&wer to 
the imput itiorj of the assembly, oi thw leaving out the lump u 
name in the m ume bill, is also read * and to be made u& of 
In the governor, to disprove the allegations of the assembly 
in their own behoB 


NUMBLH X 5 UJL 


r < 

i^trwi GtmjWdtr m a>nnat 


Jamaica 

At the committee of* 
ul-chambet at W 

i«m 



f *) 


ftttd plantations, nt the coun 
1, Monday ihe-Blh of March 


Lord Vrivjr^GMU Bi idge^uter bit jUihn Jenkins, 


The Lord Vaughan attends, concerning thac&atge against 
Colonel J vnnp, of Jaman a, for raring out the king's name m 
the act of ii vmue, and declaies, that fee u very confident 
that the hilt came up from the assembly to the council with 
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the king's name m It, and that it was not put out by the 
w»uth*ii> nor by his privity and that when Mr Marfyn dame * $* 1X * 

U With the kmsr*$ p deni to be coltaclot,hw tnnhiup 

then sent fbr five act, aw! pmene 1 the IpteAtn at ion to he 
in Ot#oriel Longs hand * and that his f^&hip doc*?, abso- 
lutely agree with the eofchui of Jamaica, In t% matter of 
ilrnr justification. * 


< 


mmi$L xxiv 

< * ■ ’'W& • 4 

Rfilvatt ftjr&k order a/i c#pn#u. 

Jamaica. 


At the Vd&tetUee of trade and plantations, m the Mfan* 
cll*ub4mber at Whitehall, Thursday, the ltth of 
* March, 


* PitrsBNftf, 


Lord President, Marq of WorCesfcef, Sir Leoiin Jenkins 
i iord J *n vy^eal , Earl of EiadgeWater, 1 

TkeiA lordifldps take into c oivsiderailon the state of the 

government in Jamaica, and agree to refer the quarks fol~ 

Jon mg to Mr. Attorney fttU Mr, Solicitor-General, for^ their 

opinions therein 5 viz, n ^ ^ 

JsLfjftetbrt, from the preee^state of Jamaica, 

his bject« inhabit^ and trading there have a 

right to true laws of England, a# ^Engbshmeu, or by virtue of 
. *0 * * + 

the king's piodamation, or OTplWise? 

^d Whether hi i majesty¥|teects of Jamaica* claiming 

to he governed by the law^^f an not bound a* well 

by such laws as are ben#IW^tfee king ? by appointing 

taxes and nftftidfes for tbe support WjMit government, as by 

other laws, which tend only tp the benefit and case- the 

subject ? * 

3d* Whether the subsidies of tonnage and poundage upon 

goods that may by law, or shall be directly ch^d to Jamaica, 

he not payable, according to law. by his miyesty’s subjects in- 
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1 CI1AP. habiting that island, or trading there, by virtue of the acts of 
vjyw ,iut5 {tbuftdage, or other act-; made in England » 4 

4th Whether wine or other * jock, ort<*e brought into 

*i v 

1 England uml tran^jorfccd from tinner, lipcM which* the rf* 
Speetive abatements are allowed upon exportation, according 
to J$tW # the same Wing afterwards carried to Jamaica and 
landed there, shall not be liable to the payment q$ the full 
$%ty of tonnage and poundage Winch It should h#re paid if 
consumed id Cnglaqd, deducting only audj* too Mid 

duty a 1 ? shall not be repaid tu England Upon exportation bt 
ttyc said goods from fcb&nce? wC t 

Which queries were accordingly transmitted to Mr, At- 
torney and Mr Solicitor- (k nerai, with a paper Ooutaining the 
past and present state of Jamaica, in relation to the govern- 
ment, * - 


r # 

NUMBER XXV. 

Letter to Mr. Attorney rnd Mr. Solicitor- General* 


Cometh chamber, Hfh March, ) <>79~80 
Gentlemen, # '*i 

The right hoaourablfe to$ of the committee for trade 

and plantations, upon of the affaftt of Jfimaica, 

have stated the questions fbttfrthg; viz ^ ^' r 

[Here mie netted the queries ktfittd in the preceding number j 



(ships desire your answer in 
and, for your infOrma- 


Tv> Wind* questions their 
writing, with all convent 

tiom t have inclosed & |p&mg a short account oj the 

past md present state government in J Jamaica; and m 

case you should require any further satisfaction therein, or 
touching the queries referred unto you, I am ordered by the 
lords of (he committee to attend you at any time 0* place 
you shall think St to appoint, 

1 am* with all respect* gentlemen, &e, 
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NCTMBSfi XJtW 

ft * 

Exit act *>f m order In ttmtoeMf 

JaMaH*. , * ‘ •» 

At the commitlee of trade and plantation*, in the eotm- 
eil-Chan»ber at Vi hUehal.1, the 27th of April, 1680* * * 

«*, FrbVnT, , 

Prince Rupert, ‘ , jjiwl of Essex, Mr, Hyde, 

Jkrrd President, Vi0^0aOlflAmf, , tV Mr bcc. Jenkins. 

Karl of Sunderland* * ‘ , 

J * v V 

w > 

M» Attotacyaud Mr, $oJUuto^(^<rr# havina likewise 
the committee, that, upon ^usideiation rtf' tbe 
four questions ^anCfciimig Jamaica, referred unto them the 
Uth of NfaroB, they did hud them ok such difficulty and mo- 
mrut at} to defcerre the opinion jf the judges * it is agreed 
that they hi aceuichngly reierreri unto the judges; upon whom 
Mi , Attorney ami Mr Solicitor-General Are desued to attend 
with thorn* Mi Attorney having hrst delivered h^ opinion, 

44 that the people of ‘Jamaica have no right ui be gowned 
by thf* laws of England but by such laws as am tnade 
u there, and established try majesty^ authority ” But 
whereas J&r Splic*trtr-Gci*ew4 4$jS'ddiw his opinion, that 
the worfl ^ dromon,” m thrt vk0af parliament for tonnage 

j, ^ 

and poundage.* may seem rather, to imply tbe dominion of 
Wa!e» atul Rci wudt-iipa-Twpnd only, than to extend to the 
plantations j and moie wp«d?a|®|fMr, Attorney alleges* since 
the islands ot Guernsey andJ^Kff’e^ dot roacerm d m that 
abt. their lordship ordei liift questions only to be 

sent unto the- judges, without B^j^wition to be made of 
the two last, yfhiph particularise tH a^d ( 

poundage. * \ 1 ' 


r . % 


%*- 
nifiti ttiiiir 
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,f , .NUMBER XXVI 1. w 

References to the judges ufymt Jamah a* 

U 

, V 

C$mttl-c%anibety %7th April, ! 6£u» 

fa * Ctdiiicinpo, ^ 

1 am commanded by the r*gh| honourable tfee v >lpWa fof the 
jwivy-couueil appointed a committee of ^tgufl* *$<• foreign 
plantation f*. to signify their desirea that f6m attend hk nm* 
jesrty’s judges with lowing i 

1st, Whether and present state of Jauudca 

hk majesty’s Mibje&S inhabiting and trading there havb a 
light to the laws of England, as Englishmen of by virtue of 
the king's proclamation, or otherwise ? 

3d. Whether his majesty’s subjects of Jamaica, djWming 
to be governed by the laws of England, ar$ «**fc hound as well 
bv such laws as ere beneficial to the king, by appointing 
taxes and subsidies for the support of the government, as by 
other laws, which tend only to the benefit and ease of the 
subject ( ^ ^ 

Which questions t nek lord? hips d$ai*e Ufa majesty^ j udges 
to consider and answer id writing, and to return the opinions 
to the committee with convenient speed, 

I am, wsfcl} respect, <*c. 

5 { M, 1 k 


S&8 . 

CHU>. 
■* xiv 


NUMBER XXV1H 


Older in the judges ofa«*<. fhe^question of Jimane, ' 

\\ the court, 'at f Zld of June, 1680. 


'* * Pneelt uz, 

* His Majesty, • 

*' Prince Rupert, Eord Chainheri&ui, Coventry. 

Abp. of < nnterbury, Earl of Sunderland, it&r, Sec. Jen* 
* Cord Chancellor, Earl of Clarendon, kins. 
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Lard PresutenL 
LordPrny-iv al, 

JX of A l be mark, 
Marq of W orcestcr, 
Em) of theory. 


Earl of Rath, Mr Chancellor of AFP 
Ld Bp of London, the Excluder, 

Mr Hyde, Mr Godolphiu ^ 

Mr Finch, 

Lord Chief Justice North, 


“ Ufa this day ordered in courier that Mr Attorney and 
Mr. Solicitor General do attend his majesty’s judges, and de* 
sire them to assemble w itli all convenient speed, and, being 
assembled, to confer with them concerning this question^ tiz, 
Wnct itr, by i> i<* majesty's l«$ter> proclamation, or com- 
missions, annexed, his majesty liatti excluded himself from 
the power of establish, ig laws m Jamaica, it bung a epu^ 
quered county, and all laws settled by authority there bemt 
now expired ' 

And that, Upon receiving the opinions of his majesty’, 
index vndrr th&* bands tn tmtmsf thov do report the same 
^thi lords of the pmy-touncil appointed a committee for 
U ide and 1 ytetgn p 1 iftt&tion^ 


NUMBER XXIX 

i rtmitrf an^rkr in tunned 

1 aim a 

At the committee of trade and plantations m the 
v ounut-chambfr at Whitehall, the ?th of Severn 
hr r l ObC, 

pRfcSjWT, 

Lord Preudent, Maiquis of Mr bet Jenkm 

Mr Setntiry Jenkm$ acquaints the committee, that Co 
land l o «g, of Jaihwi, hal some iHVs before &arrendued 
hun < If t > him, upon a bond of fen thousand pounds given 
to the Earl of Carlisle to that purpose, and that he h.ul 
taken his security foi the like sum, that he would attend U t 
first council, on Finlay nevt bung the 30th instant 
vox in \ & 


i *r* 
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NUMBER XXX. 

? Copy of ait order m council, 

JAMAICA. 

At the committee of trade and plantations, in the 
council-chamber at Whitehall* 

Present, 

Prince Rupert, Marquis of Worcester, Earl of Bath, 

Lord President, Eat! of Clarendon Mr Sec Jenkins 


The Earl of Carlisle Is called in, and delivers tt paper con- 
taining a charge against Colonel Long, wh kih is read, con 
sisting chiefly in three points? trcz. That he had razed the 
king's mime out of the act for raising a public revenue? that 
he had granted an habeas corpus, being judge, for a person 
condemned by law? and had apposed the settlement of the 
country pursuant fcftthe Uttg\ orders. 

And his lordship declaring, that he had nothing more to 
say against Colonel Long than w|s contained m that paper, 
only reserving to ldmsdf the liberty of explaining what he 
hail therein mentioned, Colonel Long is called in, and the 
paper read to him % whereupon V positively denies that he 
had done any thing to the hill without the directions of the 
assembly? and that he believes the ra^ufe happened inas- 
much ns the clerk of the assembly had transcribed the bill 
passe 4 hi Sir Thomas Lynch’s time, which was now blotted 
out by the agreement of the governor, council, and assembly, 
ami the words written fa Ips hand were only added to make 
up the sense, which oihfrwWe would h#e been wanting, 
which he did at speak# Of that assembly from whom he had 
directions 5 which 1$ confirmed by the letters of Major Moles- 
worth, Mr Bernard, Mr* Ashurst, Mr Ruftdn, and of the 
Clerk of the assembly. 

As to the granting^an habeas corpus, he declares he did not 
know the person was condemned ? and that it usual for the 
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judges lo #ign blank habeas corpus's, which th* clerk gives 
out in course* 

And that he ngter opposed the king’s orders, otherwise 
than by expressing his opinion, that they were not fojr his 
majesty’s service, nor the good of the country, 


MTMBER XXXr. 


JAMAH a* 


firtuict of an order tiutimncd 

. ^ 


At the committee of trade and plantations, in the 
council-chumber at Whitehall Yue$dci> the l%tl\ of 
October, I6fe0, 


Prince Rupeit, 

Lord President, 

Lord Privy^Scal, 
Maiquis of Worcester, 


PairsENri, 

JBarl of bunderland, 
Earl of Cliueodon, 
Esrl of Halifax, 
Vise. PattcOnberg, 


Mr* Hyde, 

Mr* Oodolpinn, 
3MLr$e< Jenkins, 
Mr. Seymour 


lbc Ear] of Carlisle attending, acquaints the committee 
that the act lor rating a public revenue will expire in March 
next, and that the government will be left undei very great 
necessiues, ia case the king do not give Sir Henry Morgan 
leave to pass a temporary bill, until the full settlement of af- 
fairs shall be agreed on, which « Bke to take up a considerable 
time • and therefore proposes, that the order in council, dated 
the 1 4th of January last (which is read) forbidding the gover- 
nor to raise money by any o^or^orpeder whatsoever than 
by the bill transmitted by m js^wty, which the assembly 
will not he willing to pass, until the government be entirely 
settled in such manner as may be more agreeable to them than 
the Irish model* be suspended. Hie lordship proceeds to give 
an account of his transactions with the assembly, to persuade 
them to pass the revenue bill, and reads the objections of the 
assembly, and Ms answer to them! Whereof* and of thereon 
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< ll-booka* lus lordship is desired to give & (transcript to the 
coimn.ttee. 

There having been two Jaws read which Wert entered 
therein, the one mode by C olonel O'Oyley and the council, 
fof reialug imposts on liquors, (he other bv bur tharlA^Lyttel- 
ton »mi Ins dounah beregp supplemental act to the forfoef ■ 
And hja lariblnp acquainting the comnuttee fH$*, as for 
licences of taverns, he had set them, on foot before he passed 
any bill of revenue 

It is thereupon thought fit, by some of their brdslnps, that 
the assembly of Jagpika H induced to pass a perpetu.il bill, 
by having leave to appropriate the ie venue to the support of 
tins government. * ^ 

Attd the committee is appointed to meet -again on this 
business cut 1 Imrsday, at nide o’clock So the Btbrj^pgj when 
Colonel Long, and the other assembly men lately come over, 
are to attend if tt 


t 

Nin^SRR xxxu 

< • 

Jamaica > v 

At the committee of trade and plantations, m the 
council chamber at Whitehall, Thursday the 1 4th 
October, 1680, 

< finer* r, 

Prince Rupert, E of CMfendon, Vise Faueonberg, 

Lord President, E, of Esses, IA Ch Just. North, 
Lmd Pn*y*Sea1> K. of Halifos, Mr Sec. Jenkins, 

Maiq of Worcester, t „ ^ 

H»e Ea4,of CatSsle attends, affld produces an entry in 
the council-book of Jasnaieh, of & lm passed by Colonel 
D’Oyley and the council, for falsings public revenue, and of 
anothei parsed by Sir Charles LytteJtfcn and the council, being 
a supplemental act to the former, both which ate indefinite, 
and pbt determined by the commissions of Colonel D'Oylev 



Y/* . of Jamaica. t w 

or my pm Windsor* deputy b» Charles LjUeifaM* *ippEN- 


Was 


After Which* Colonel Long and Mr. AshutSt are called in 
(the oilier gentlemen of Jamaica l>emg m thd Country) and 
being isked, Why they were not willing tliafc a perpetual bill 
of revenue should pass in Jamaica? they made answer, tliat 
they haul no other way to maim dfeir aggriewmces kbown to 
the kinf; to have them redressed* than by thWependahtfe of , 
the gsovrenorupon the assembly* dvttiub is pj^ereed by pasting 
U&ftarafy f rcve J» MB ** in g 

passed, all the andlfo $p Jt wowl4)^#$wered^and 
theie woldd be, no fal%r oaremWSipr To 

which niylA'iw Cafl^S re|)U^ , tba“t,.»ot^tlistandftJg: any 
act fin laupjjf^n impost on shook! be p'areed In that 
manner, yet the necessities an&eontmlrebctes of the govern-, 
went are such **> tt> -require th^freqwa}tjtaillir.g of yrtatari^re, 
fiwraisWfowrey by o(brr means* and, doing public woVts* 
the prewmt retinue gbming for mjpehse of the 

go^frnmu^ 4 ( 

'ibeir lordships tell Colonel Long that ip mse they be 
willing and path ftp act of retwfe indefinitely, the king may 
/be induced td $#*• *otHef 'ppfpetual law**|wl»eh the^ Shall 
propose At benififtil to tt^Ot. V *<■/ y 

I lie gbhtiqmep of Jamah* being Withdraw*!, thtdr lord* 
ships « nter upon a tlkmp concerning a oontinuapde ofthetwo 
laws madt by ( okdtel D hndbir QhartreLytteU'm be- 
fore mentioned, and AowJ^re rftrepwMr %r vktltods 6/ 
government might U take piattO, tp >?d»*a*ea-* and *S w there al- 
leged, " that *ha tom t>J hujtfAd eahnpt he m/oroe m aaothei 
“ country, vhae the Pd^enijrom 

’> that o I England ? * f ' 

Upon the whole Spatter, the commute^ desire my Lard 
Chief Jfttkc Noitb“to report his option i* wcpl*®, m Mm»« 
day next, upon the question following ; aw. 

1st Whether the klog^by^fo predhiflMdMh published dur- 
ing my Lord ^mdsor’sgjoverniaew, ft** miestg‘t> letter dated 
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ClIAP. °f J<* nuar 9 lSJ3-S, ; or any other act, appeaHng by the 

XXV law# of England w any laws of Jamaica, or by hie majesty’s 
commissions Or Instructions to his governors, has divested 
himself of the power h e formerly had to alter the forms of 
government jn Jamaica ? 

, 2d. Whether any act of the assembly of Jamaica* Of any 

other act of his majesty or his governors, have totally repealed 
• the acts made by Colonel JPOyley, and Sir Chailes Lyttelton, 

for raising a public revenue, or whether they are now la force} 

> T 

t Memorandum, US* majesty b&dg present, my Loid 
, Chief Justice North was' added to the committee. 

9 , 

V 

4 * ^ 

Memorunduto, Cotdttei Lang having mentioned 
some transactions of my Lord V&ugha^s during 
his government, hii lordship is to feu summoned 
for the m$X meeting. 

i 

* '• NUMBER XXX11I. 

Jamaica* 

jP t 

At the committee of trade and* plantations, in the 
tounciLchamber at Whitehall, on Monday the 
* of October, 1680, 

# y 

* Pbbsent. - 1 

1 * 

Lord President, . f } Ear’ of Halifax, 

Lord Privy Seal, * Lmd Visc.Fauoonberg, . 

Lord Chamberlain, > J * Lord Chief Justice North, 

Earl of Essex*, . * t < t Mr. Secretary Jenkins, 

Earl of Clarendon, Mr. Seymour. 

t 

‘ My Lord Chief Justice North haling acquainted the com* 

mittce that he had considered of foe two questions proposed 
by their lordships; and that, although some farther timewould 
be requisite for him to giye in his answer, yet, in respect of foe 



'A.V, i! iff 'MW, if "J 

••w JftMAlC*. 


S», 


, haste that was neopwwsy for settling the refttwe, h‘» 1 * * * * * * « wteW | / ’^ N - 
. partakes to refombSs answer at the watt ttft^Og ufwn'll*’ 
second question* wherein his ionfchij* is desired to '*&e to , * , 

hie asefotaitoesome other of hie na^estj's jadges j m. . ,i| 

Whether any act of the assembly «#J*rafie%or eaeynct / 
of his majesty hr Ms governors, h*v« ****rf*y fW - ***® “f 8 
made by Cohmd»:CiyI«iF and * si *' 

ing a jw^,reye»ue#,1W!whfher > '•> ' % 



r u t v 

ustiee Norths 






Jamaica 


the u v f ' 

< ■ - rfV « lAsUP,*!, v 

4 . W v, 

Lord presidait, ^ '■ 

Earl of Sunderland, v 
Karl of Bridgewater* ' 

Earlof Essea, f*t ( *f: n . 

EarKtfHsItfs*; ’* * 

in writing upon tha t 
meeting, Colonel 

planters and Jams&fe 1 

1 whereby hh iord#p'ri«Wfc^^ made 

in l«e» by Sir CM» tfftfee ft is yrtJSafattfe. *mhg not 

, repealed by any subsequent sfc*a, wh^Arer^toited to thq 

? «****£& %t CoJoayA 

I^rifnatMtatf^pi^^ by SfrfWrjsMddy- 

„ ford, which' declares ali.^ C$ml0pttkt<to's 

J assemblies Tdid; for wb««?,dW » Est^pif^hncl other 

■A* J m''' 1 ' 



tohim at the last 

H di*hwr*t» ru>d other 
3 S. - w . _ 
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particulars . wbertmptm they tf Wd W withdraw; awl 
whereas, my Lord Chief Justice North was hot present when 
this objection was made, their lordships ttdhk fit that he be 
acquainted then w ith, and desired to renevr his opinion , and 
the gcmleugn of Jamaica are also desired to be ready With 
the objections they have to make to his lordship’s report, at 
the neat meeting, which |s appointed for to-morrow at three 
fotbe idhttWten 4 * 



•Watt* '* „ 

At the opipmitti&oF trade aod plantations, Ip the 
f " rouneb-ehamber at \V hitehaU, Thutbday 21st 
' 4 ’ of October, lfiSO, - 

J 

> ii 

IPSESENT, 

Prince Rnpftqt, ‘bisconni fauconberg. 

Loud President, t Mr. Hyde# 

Marinis of 'Worcester, Lord CbiefcJuslkw North, 

Earl of Bridgewater, Mr. Secretary Jenlctns. 

Earl^f Clarendon, * ' * , 

f Y " f 

fr 

The lords, being met to fednsider tie busiadts of Jamaica, 
order the pnwshunattan putotehed is my fyortl W mdsor's time 
to be read * and 'tiMreupO»,ihcir lortlsliip* express their opi- 
nion, that his m4^r#fl, th«*ebj assure and settle the pro- 
perty of inhohMatlir’ &*»«$**« ^mramrnt ar.djfarm s 
thence thwte quhstittida #44nse { #*, * 

1st Whether, uj*^| the considijration of the commission 
and ittStrttetiOas ip C^onel U'Oylff, and bir Charles Lyttel- 
tm, and the e&wiitolifep ofj&t’ »&»d tfterenpwC the acts 
oi council made by cokwi^ '^’Oflay had Sir ChaHes Lyttel- 
ton nere perpetual laws, binding to the inhabitants of the 
island? ' 1 4 

9d. Whether, supposing those laws good odd perpetual, any 
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V 

of the subsequent daws, Of the poclamation in my Loqdt* AFPCN 
Windsor's time, have tahen away the force of tbeac law f 
And because the gentlemen of Jamaica made divert objei - 
none against the Validity of those law*, as being made by the 
governors and council without an assembly, add against the 
perpetuity of them,, a# being repealed by sofemqoaat tews, 
tbeb lonfobifM M therefore tbinlt it mpst ctmdtijptfig- to his 
mqjwtj’s service, that Colonel Long, JVJajo* Beeston, and 
Me. Ashurrt, do #t»pd my Bord Chi^f, Justice North, in 
order to explain *ofo*».tentf*b)p wliat is cb&fiy expected 6y 
them, whereby they mijf'Be induced to settle the tevcnue for 
the supports the govermneat, to the end matter* maybe' 
brought t6 g& accommodation. 


f 

NljMfcBS 


Jamaica. 

At a committee' Of ibede and ’plantations. In the 
eouhcil-chambet at Whitehall, Wednesday the 

87th of October, 1680, js.% 

> 

j FnesBUT, * 

Lord Erivy-heal, , End of Bdf&h 

Earl of Bridgewater, * \ Iterl of Halifax, 

Lord C hamberfain, Mr. Cham of the Exchequer. 

" i l 

M^Lord Chief Justice North reports, that be has been 
attended by the gentlemen of Jamaica, who have declared 
themselves willing to grant the perpetual bill for the pay- 
ment Of the gbvetnonfe and another bill for the payment Of 
contingencies to continue for seven years, provjfod they may 
be restored to them anysflt torn, of passing law*, 1 and may be 
assured ot such of the laws of EngWd m hm^ Wrern the ir 
liberty and property 

Their lordships ta|ing notice, that the revenue of Jamaica 
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CHAP. 

XIV 


will expire ia March nest, direct a letter to be prepared, for 
the approbation of the conned, empowering Sir Henry Mor- 
gan to halt an assembly, and to endeavour the passtoi; a tem- 
porary bill, With their consent, for tbe revenue , and, m case 
of their refusal, to raise the same m such manner as hath 
been done by former governors. 

- ♦ 
Memorandum, At a council on tap instant, a 
draught of the afore-mentioned letter was read : 

And upon reading the petition of the planter*, merchants, 
and inhabitants of Jamaica, preying -to be restored to their 
ancient method of making lapp^tbe Jjiwds of the committee 
are ordered to meet de^dee in diem, until they shall have 
agreed on such & method Torrishe making of laws, and the 
settlement of the government, as they shall find must con- 
venient for his mmasty’s service. ‘ , % 

« * i 


Jamaica. 


Jtv 


NUMBER %\XVtl 

I V 

At the committee of trade and plantations, in the 
council- chamber at Whitehall, on Thursday 
tthe 23th of October, 16*0, 


Prince Rupert, * 
Lord Privy-Seal, ^ 
Lord Chamheihisi/ 
Eari of Bridgewater, 
Earl of Sunderiand, 
a Earl of Clarendon, 

* Earl of Essex, 


PjpSSBUT,^ 

. Earl of Wax, 

VhfCfluftt Tauconherg, 
Bishop of London. 

Mr. Hyde, 

Lord Chief Justice North, 
Mr Secretary Jenkm*. 


Vi 


Their lordships having considered that part of the letter 
from the'eonneii of Jamaica, dated 20th May last, that con- 
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corns the laws, tnd haying read the petition of the merchants 
and planters of Jamaica, presented in council on the a4 * ^ 
, as also a paper prepared by Mr Rlackwayt, ecm^ 
cerningtlie manner of making laws in Jamaica, their lord- I ^ 
ships, upon full consideration and debate Of what may best 
conduce to his majesty's service, agree, that the pmmt toe- 
thod of making laws tn Barbadoes, as settled by the cettommiw 
of Sir Richard Dutton, be proposed unto Ms majesty rn council : j 

and that powers be dravVn Up foi the Earl sef Carlisle, with * 
instructions suitable to that scheme, and with respect to h 
present circumstances ^Jamaica ; and that the assembly 
may bo the more easily induced to grant a revenue fbt the sup- 
port of the government , theii lordships are of opinio#, that 
his majesty's quit rents, and the tax on the witie*lieences, as 
well as all other levies which now are or shall be made, b© 
appropriated to the support of the government, and tt» 
ut$br use whatsoever. 1 


NUMBER XXXVIIL 

hMiit *, 

At the committee of trade and plantations, in the 
OdundlrchauibCT at Whitehall, on Saturday the 
soth of October, ldfiro. 


Prince Rupert, 

Puke of Albemarle, 
Lord Chamberlain, 
Lari of Bridgewater, 
Eail of Sunderland, 


Plterur, 

' Bar) of Clarendon, 
Bail of Beam, 
Viscount Faueonberg, 
Earl of Halifax 
Mr. Secretary Jenkins. 


Colonel Long and tbf other gentlemen of Jamaica attend, 
and are acquainted with the resolutions of the committee to 
report to his majesty, that they may eqjoy the Same method 
of making laws as is now appointed for Burbadoes , with 
whit h the gentlemen depress themselves very well satisfied. 



01AP. 

XIV . 

Copy fo £ ur l °J CuihbU for makwg taw* 

Charles the Second, by the grace of (Jod, king of 
England, §ootIand> France, and Ireland, De* 
.fender of the Faith# && 

iY 

To our right trp$^ and right well-beloicd 
cousin Qhat\m J&arl of Carlisle# our captain- 
general and governor in ami oier our 

island of Jamaica, and other the ittn tone* 
, depending thereon * and to our deputy go- 
vernor and commander m thief of orn md 
island * and# in case of their death or ab- 
sence# fe our council of Jamaica. 

Whereas, by ooi royad eomdiisSlon bearing date the first 
ofMarch, m the thirtieth year of our reign, webavkigthought 
fit to constitute Ind appoint you Charie$^*r|, of Carh \t % 
captain-general and governor fe chief m and crverehr&lahd of 
Jamaica* and the territories depending thereof thereby com- 
manding and requiring vop, 6r in your absence our deputy- 
governor, or <#»r council, to do and execute all things belong- 
ing to thesa«d command* and ihe%ru-t reposed *n vou, accord- 
ing to the several powers or dinert^*#* granted or npiKuntud }ou 
by the said cummi^on and the aittrqr tiop* thm*ajth given 
you, or by ferthci powers and instruction* t( be granted or 
appointed yon tinder our signet and sign manual, a* b> our said 
commission (referee being thereunto had) doifk more at 
large appear ; and u hei easit is nectary that good and whole- 
some laws and ordipastops he settled a^d usublished for the 
government and support of our island of Jamaica t we do 
hereby give and grant Unto you full power stud authority * w *t h 
tbi advice and consent of the said council, from time fe cum 
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os need shall require, tr> summon nr call general assemblies df f 
the freeholder* and pi Anton wifhm the said h\ ind, In manner 
and form a® is now pnethed in Jumaira \nd mr u»U and 
pleasure is that the persons then upon duly elected by the 
major part of fhe hetbol Urs of the respective parishes and 
places frijd retained (navmg, brbnre f he jr sittings taken the 
oaths of allegiance and supremacy, which toh shall COftttt&te- 
sjonate fit persons under the public seal of that island, lauij* 
numatei, and without taking which none shall be ti >able o| 
utting, though elected) sha|jhe called and held the general 
sembl) of our talar d of ^ arnica; ami that they, or tbebadjor 
part of them, have power and authority, with the 
ach ce and consent of yourulf and of the totMuri, to make, 
constitute, and ordain laws, statutes, a&d ordinances for the 
public pi ace, w elf ire, and good government of the aaid island* 
and of the people and inhabitants thereof, and such other m 
bhall icsort thereto, And for the benefit of our h$rs and she* 
ccs&ors, which said laws, statutes*, and ordinances are to be 
fas near as conveniently ota'vJte) agiccable to the laws and 
statutes of our kingdom or England pnmded, that All such 
laws, statutes, And ordinance®, of what juatttr oi duration 
whatsoever be> within three months, or by the first convey* 
anee after making the same, transmitted unto us under the 
public Seal, forour allowance and approbation of them, as also 
duplicates thereof ijy the fc&tt conveyance * And m caSe al} Or 
any of them (being not before confirmed by Us) shail at aof 
time bedisallo wetland not approved# and so signified byus, dur 
hens or successors under our or their sign manual or signet, Ar 
by order of our Or the lr privy* council, unto you# the *ajd Earl 
of Carlisle, oi to the commander m chief of mflr said island for 
the time being, then such or so many of them as shall be ao 
disallowed and ubt approved, shall from thenceforth bfcftse, 
termine, and be utterly Void and of node effect, any thing to 
the contrary thereof notwithstanding And, to tho cfnd no* 
thing may be passed or done fh our surd island the saui 
< ouucil or a*^embh to the prejudice Of u$> odr betas <u uo 



JHte HISTORICAL ACCOUNT OF JAMAICA. 

$ 1 * 

•f ctrAF* we will end ordain that you, the said Charles Bari of 

XIV. Carlisle, shall ha* e and enjoy a negative voice in the making 
V,/%J or passing of all laws, statutes, and ordinances, as aforesaid ; 
and that you shall and may likewise, from time to time, as 
you shall judge it necessary, dissolve all general assemblies, 
as aforesaid 5 any thing in our commission bearing date as 
aforesaid to the contrary hereof notwithstanding. And our 
will and pleasure is, that ih case of your death or absence 
from our said Island, our deputy-governor for the time being 
exercise and enjoy all and singular the powers and authorities 
hereby granted Unto you, or intended to be granted you, the 
said Charles Karl of Carlisle; and in case he likewise hap- 
pen to die, or be absent from our said island* we do hereby 
authorise and empower our council of Jamaica to execute 
the powers hereby given you, until we shall declare our 
further pleasure therein. 


(/men at our mo t at Whitehall , this 3d ttuy 
of November, in the thirty-second year o* 
oui reign* ^ 
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, o* 

THE WlEST INDIES, 

* 



HOBTUS EJSTENSJS. 

, o«, 

A CATALOGUE OF EXOTIC PLANTS, m the 
Garden of Hinton East, ES4. in the Mountains <•< 
Liguanea, in the Island of Jamaica, at the time of 
bts dttsaase. By Arthur Bhobghton, M. D 

V. B, This Garden is now the Property of the Publh. 
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This plant has bow several toes perfected its seed, from which it appears to hi the true Guinea or 
Malagita Pepper and Grains of Paradise of the Shops, it is not however an Ahomum, Kit ap- 
proaches nearer to the LiMonmiUM than any other known Genus, 
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* This Plant first appeared here on a dunghill where the red had been thiowa out, and has since 
continued steady from seed, 
t Hart, Ke&tnnsj -vol» i. p. 403. 
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enother* pumtlu Dwarf primrose N< Ainenca M* \\ alien, Esq* 

ov, Gb\,f The Akee Afnca ft* Tbo. Claike, 17 TB 



utrinque quatuor vel quinque, petioh? brevibus tumidis* K^cemi simplices stricti, thuTtiflori axuiares, 
longitutline tere pmnarum, pedunculis propriis umftoris, sttpuHs lanceolate rofo-tofnentoris, per* 
sisturtibu**. Flores parvi albidi inodori. Fructus magmttidinis ovi ansenni, colore flavo^ rfibrGj 
auianiiaco, \el ex ut risque lmxto. Seimna tria uitida nigra maguitudinis Nucis moschatas, quorudi 


Sapispvr «? tilth Litrhi Plumb China Df. Tho. Clarke, 1773 
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Cal. Pemudiium pentapbyliam, toliohs obkmgis obtusis com avi«, tribus superioribus reflexTs, duo 
inferioribus patenubus. 


Cob. Pctala qmnqiu Petala duo superiora magmtudin* 1 foliolorum caljcis, plana obtusa reflexa 
nbovata ; laterally duo paulo nmjora contava ohovata Umata minus reflexa ; infenusspatu- 
lato-ob oval uni obtimni concavum, lateialibus tnajua, et "enitalihus approximatuoi, patens. 
St am. Filam^ota novirn, quorum quinque tantum feriiliu, ad basin crassa xillosa* \er§us apices 



Jrmena Eoiiel’s Catchflj England H. East, JEsq. 1773 
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POSTSCRIPT 


TO 


THE HISTORICAL SURVEY 


*1 


Of 


ST, DOMINGO, 

i i* ^ 

ts i. 

Containing a brief JRmtm of the Transaction and 
Condition of the British Army there, during the 
Years 17 95, 6, 7, and 8, until the ftrurkEmcua- 
tion of the Country. 

Four years have elapsed since ,1 closed the de- 
tails of the military operations * of the British 
army in St Domingo, and I grieve to say, that 
what was then prophetic apprehension, ' is now 
become historical fact, This once opulent and 
beautiful colony, the boast of FmhcC, and the 
glory of the new hemisphere, is expunged from 
the chait of the riviliapd world 1 The piospeet of 
such lamentable rain might give occasion for 
many observations and refleetbas, and I shall pre- 
sent to my leaders, in the following Very imper- 
fect sketch (f«r such it is in every sense) a few 
that occur to me : more than this I dare hot at- 
tempt. Were it in my power (as fa truth it is 
not) to condone, in a regular series, the history of 
those sad events -which have led to this miserable 
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catastrophe, I should indeed decline a task which 
would be equally disgusting to my readers, and 
painful to myself. In a climate wheie every gale 
was f aught with poison, and in a contest with 
uncounted hosts of barbarians, what could the best 
efforts of our gallant countrymen effect? Their 
enemies indeed fled before them, but the arrow’s of 
pestilence pursued and arrested the victors in their 
career of conquest ! Scenes like these, while they 
afford hut small cause of gratuiation to the actors 
themselves, furnish nO topics to animate the page 
of the historian ; who would have little else to dis- 
play hut a repetition of the same disasters— defen- 
sive promises, unrealised hopes, unavailing exer- 
tions ; producing a complication of miseries, disease, 
distraction, contagion, and death ! 

At the same time (although I know not that the 
reader will derive any great degree of consolation 
from the circumstance) it is incumbent on me to 
observe, that, during the disastrous period of which 
I treat, I have not heard that any misconduct or 
neglect was ever fairly imputed to iho^c persons 
who had the direction of the enterpme, cither in 
the public departments of Great "Britain, or in the 
scene of action itself. The names of Williamson, 

Foibes, Simcoe, White and Maitland, cany with 
them a demonstration Hint neither courage* nor 
energy, nor military talents, was at any time want- 
ing in the principal department, Rihitbi cements 
of troops too were sent by the British government 
with a more liberal hand than in former years. 
Towards the latter end of April, the Elat and 
96" th regiments (consisting together of 1,700 men) 
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arrived from Ireland ; the S2d, from Gibraltar, 
landed 9b0 men in August ; and in April 1796, the 
fi<5th ami f>9th regiments, consisting of 1,000 men 
each, w’ilh 150 artillery, arrived from the same 
place, under tire command of General Bowyer ; so 
that the whole number of effective men which had 
landed u> St. Domingo, down to this period (in- 
cluding some small detachments sent up at differ- 
ent times from Jamaica) amounted to 9,800. In 
June following, four regiments' of infantry, and a 
part of two others* * * § , arrived from Cork, under tlie 
command of General Whyte. These were soon 
aftcrw ards followed by seven regiments of Bi itish f, 
together with three regiments of foreign cavalry^; 
besides two companies of British, and a detach- 
ment of Dutch artillery ; making in the whole a 
further reinforcement of about 7,900 §. 

But what avail the best concerted schemes of 
human policy against the dispensations of Divine 
T’i evidence? A great part of these gallant troops, 
most of them in the bloom of youth, were con 
veyed, with little intermission, from the ships to 
the hospital ; from the hospital to the grave ! Of 
the 8 id regiment, no less than #30 became victims 
to the eh mate, within the short space of ten Weeks 


* Tha 17tb, 32 J, oflth, and G"th, with part of the 93d and 
99th. 

f The 13th, 14th, 17th, 18th, *t«, had 

t the York, Hompcsch and Rotten Htwsam, 

§ Out of this number are however to'be deducted the32d 
Infantry and the f <!Gth dragoons j the former of Whirh weie 
sent from Si. Dimdago to Bahama, and the latter to the 
Windward Inlands, 



SURVEY OP ST. DOMINGO, 

after their landing. In one of its companies, m 
more tljan three rank and file were fit for duly. 
Hompeseb’s regiment of hussars weits reduced, in 
little more tlian two months, from 1,000 to 900, 
and tht Qdth regiment perished to a man ! By the 
30th of September, 1796, the registers of morta- 
lity displayed a mournful diminution of no less 
than 7,530 of the British forces only; and to- 
wards the latter end of 1797, out of the whole 
number of troops, British and foreign, which had 
landed and were detained in this devoted country, 
during tliat and the two preceding years, (cer- 
tainly not far short of 15,0()0 men) I am assured 
that not more than 3,000 were left alive and in a. 
condition for service*. 

During this dreadful sacrifice of human life, 
the necessary operations ' in the colony were pro- 
ductive of such an expenditure of treasure to the 
British government, as excited the utmost asto- 
nishment in the minds of the king’s ministers , 
m ho ought however to have foreseen, that the cost 
of raising, feeding, arming, clothing, and payinr 
colonial regiments, both black and white, in a 
country where every article was three limes ps 
dear as in Europe, and the expente of fitting out 
armed vessels to transport troops and stores from 
one part of the colony to another part, (both Of 
tiiem measures of absolute necessity) must mm* 
voidably be very great t* The charges attending 

* The loss of seamen in the ships employed on the coast are 
not included. 1 1 may he stated very moderately at 5,00 0 mtn. 

f The colonial troops, black and white, embodied by Gene- 
ral Williamson, amounted at the eml of 170a to 8,170. 
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the hospital service, were alone found to amount 
to a day for each invalid. For the payment 
of these, and other services, the Governor was 
authorized to draw bills of exchange on the Bri- 
tish treasury; ami the hills thus drawn, to the 
first of May, amounted to 4,38 3,5961. 8s. 2d. 
sterling. 

But, notwithstanding this enormous -ex pence, 
both of blood end treasure, the prospect of sittls- 
dutng the whole of this great island, and annex- 
ing it, in a |irofi table condition, to the British 
dominion, was more distant than ever. 1 he weak- 
ness and diminution of .Our troops, inspired the 
enemy w ith renewed confidence. They were not 
unobservant of owe situation, and took advantage 
of it. 1 hose among the white inhabitants who 
were secietly disaffected, became encouraged and 
confirmed in their hostile purposes, apd wae 
easily prevailed upon to declare openly against a 
cause, which they plainly foresaw roust, in a shoit 
time, work its own destruction. , 

It is nut however to be understood that the 
British army was suffered to lemain, during this 
time, in desponding inactivity. The case was fiai 
otherwise. K\ cry man who was in a condition 
for service, had full employment assigned to 
hhn # nod undoubtedly Very vigorous efforts were 
made to distress the enemy, and extend our foot- 
ing in the country, unul, unhappily, every suc- 
ceeding exertion, like the taboo tw of Sysiphus, 
terminated in new disappointment. 

At one period very sanguine expectations pre- 
vailed fiom the co-oj>e ration and services of die 
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colonial corps, which General Williamson had 
caused to be organized. Their knowledge of the 
country, acid their habitude to .the climate, were 
supposed to render them a useful and formidable 
body. They had been formed in a great degree 
under the Barbu de Montalembert, (an officer of 
whose military merit it is not easy to speak in terms 
too favourable) and, immediately after the arrival 
of die 82d regiment from Gibraltar, such of them 
as were brought to a sufficient state of discipline* 
commenced operations, under that officer’s com- 
mand, in the western province: being reinforced 
by the Baron’s own regiment, and a detachment 
from the British 82d, they proceeded for a time, 
very successfully, driving the enemy out of many 
fortified posts, and taking possession of a great 
extent of country, even a* far as the Spanish fron- 
tiers. Nothing could exceed die noble spirit of 
emulation which animated their conduct Unhap- 
pily, the want of a sufficient number of men to 
garrison the posts which die enemy had abandon- 
ed, rendered all tlieir successes ultimately abortive. 
Their progress, therefore, was productive of no 
lasting impression . St was like that of a vessel tra- 
versing the ocean ; — the wares yielded indeed fur 
the moment, but united again as the vessel passed. 

In the mean while a very considerable body of 
the revolted negroes (the whole of whom had how 
separated themselves altogether from die people 
of colour) continued to maintain their position in 
a strong post, on the hught* winch or ci look Poit 
an Prince tow at da the south. This p?>rty of bn- 
gatids mere commanded by a negro named Du4o- 
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nait, who had contrived to cut off the streams by 
which the town was usually supplied with fresh 
water. ' The distress to which the garrison was re- 
duced by this measure, and the disgrace of suffer- 
ing the insults of such an enemy to remain un- 
punished, induced tire General, in the month of 
December, to make formidable preparations for 
attacking Dudonait in his camp ; when an extra- 
ordinary circumstance Occurred, which, as it dis- 
plays the state of parties among the revolters, de- 
serves recital. On the first of January, ] 7 96, this 
negro chief sent a flag to the General, signifying 
that it was his intention to present the British 
with a supply of water, by way of a new-year’s 
gift ; and accordingly the springs were cleared, 
and the streams suffered to run in their usual chan- 
nel, to the gieat relief of the town and the gar- 
nson. This measure, on the part of the enemy, 
was followed by overtures for a negociation ; aud 
Dudonait soon afterwards tiunsmitted the heads 
of a treaty in writing, offering therein to bring the 
chief pait of his army over to the English, on 
certain conditions ; one of which was, that tb* 
English troops should co-operate with their new 
regio allies, utterly to au off' and extirpate tne 
people of colour throughout St. Domingo. 

As it was impossible that General Williamson 
could listen to prepositions of this nature, al- 
lhough he had no itoscn to doubt the sincerity of 
Dudonait, the pre [vacations for driving the enemy 
jjoni his position were continued. Light artillery 
was pronded to be Carried up the mountains on 
mules. The enterprise honor er was attended 
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with so many difficulties, that it was not until the 
i>8th of February the attack was made ; when 
the British had the satisfaction, in the course of a 
few hours, to see the brigands, who had so long 
hemmed in and insulted them, fly from their chain 
of formidable posts in all directions. General 
Bowyer was at the head of the column, at the 
place where die chief attack was made, and lie 
carried the lines by storm < 

Had I the means of resounding in detail the 
many other enter prizes, in the prosecution of 
which the honour of the British flag was ably 
maintained and supported, notwithstanding die 
cruel ravages which the diseases of the climate . 
hourly made among the troops, the recital of them 
should not be omitted.— 1 should dwell with in- 
finite satisfaction on the' merits of the Generals 
Chut chill, Bowyer, Montalembert ; the Colonels 
Spencer, Stuart, Dessource, and other officers in 
high command. It is universally acknowledged, 
that the services of ‘all these gentlemen that I have 
mentioned were eminently conspicuous ; and I re- 
giet that my information is not sufficiently minute 
and particular, to enable me to bestow that dis- 
tinct and appropriate tribute of applause on die 
conduct of each, which justice and gratitude 
would otherwise demand. This general acknow- 
ledgment therefore is all that I can offer ; but tny 
regret is heightened by the mournful reflection, 

* Ihc negro court manti^r, Dudormt, was somi afterwards 
stiqirued by the Mulatto f federal lupmd, who heard of 
his negotiation uitl* the LiojJt'-h, wud ontc*XMl him U> iuiuic* 
cliate execution 
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that such exertions and talents were employed 
in so unprofitable a service; a warfare in 
which all human efforts were unavailing, and 
success itself unattended with lasting advantage 
at renown. 

In the month of March, \796, "Sir Adam Wil- 
liamson embarked for Great Britain, having re- 
signed the command of the troops to General 
Forbes, who was himself superseded by the arrival 
of General Simcoe, as chief governor, in March, 
I7i>7‘ One great object the king’s ministers had 
in view, by the appointment last mentioned, was, 
aS I have heard, to obtain a full and accurate re- 
presentation of the state of the colony, the actual 
situation of the British army there, and the pros- 
pects which remained of the ultimate success of 
the enterprize. No man was better qualified to 
form a correct, comprehensive, and unbiassed 
opinion on those points than General Simcoe. 
He was instructed, withal, to carry into effect a 
plan of reform and retrenchment in the disposal 
and application of die public money. Abuses 
under this head were loudly, and I believe very 
justly, complained of, the correction of which, it 
was said, could be effected only by a proper exer- 
tion of firmness, energy, and decision in the com- 
mander ia chief ; qualities which eminently dis- 
tinguish that officer’s character,' It is unpleasant 
to relate, but it is too notorious to be darted, that 
among the French colonists, our allies, many of the 
principal men, in return for the tender of their ser- 
vices, hod stipulated for, and obtained very extm- 
ordiaary salaries and appointments. Some of these 
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< gentlemen, witbqpt i*4 , eequiwd 

claim to ^liberal remuneration; but there were 
<#ere among them, who set, l am afraid, a wary 
^exaggerated value pa th«r «,w»- merits* In the 
present forlorn and sad condition of the army, 
hgpevef,, tbe» f measure of rntreimbMgkejqmnces 
and allowances, ,|f what nature soever, proved a,( 
pain&l and ^perilous- undertaking. The whole' 
bodyof our alias .yjfi$8 1 abated *and discontented 
in efforts became every 

where palsied alleged*, that some iaf- 

pqftapt po$a wmjmm-l&wd te&fetetetny, with- 
out an effort hong^made to save.lhem. It is cer- 
tain that officers of high tank resigned their com-, 
mission; and quitted the couptryt- Thus, whilst 
disease was rapidly thinning the ranks, disgust 
and disaffection spread #*% eqted rapidity ?anwng 
the survivor** Thh^pnoapeet, on evefy side; was 
gloomy ; apdlhe $pournfu| few* tst 
perdu* resounded -equally ^in diaappoiqted selfilh- 
nesikte4j8e«pohdii|g isgwfft f ? ,* *#* * 

General Sanaco$ A by the trmdmtftteh end firm- 
ness of his conduct, succeeded in res taring order 
*nl sut^rdioetipn ; and, -in some degree; in re- 
viving coqMpe : but die state of afihire Was ir- 
rehsevably fgf^erate, and the General probahty 
• thm^t. tfa#'gdmjgBfdest service he could (render 
hi» country iter lit Return to Great Britain, felly 
and feifefuUyt,# represent in person to the king's 
ministers theaupteof his experience and observa- 
tions. For (fkts purpose (as it is supposed) he 
embarked far Europe fee July. * r ' 
mt What wport tee General made, 'em his arrival 
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in London, to the British administration, is not 
known to me but by conjecture. It is certain 
that government soon afterwards came to the de- 
termination of reducing the number of British 
posts in St. Domingo, (by ordering the most dis- 
tant and less important ones to bt abandoned), 

. and of concentrating and directing ah our force 
to the maintenance of certain places only, the 
permanent possession of which might afford secu- 
rity to our navigation and commerce, and deter 
the enemy from attempting predatory excursions 
against the British settlements in the neighbour* 
hood. 

This determination appears to me to have been 
suggested by wisdom, or rather it was founded on 
necessity ; and in order to carry it into full effect, 
suitable instructions were prepared for General 
ISesbit, who was appointed successor to GennJ 
bimcoe in December, YrJ7. 

The command of the troops in the rneanwhih 
had devolved on General , Whyte, an officer ot 
great experience, local knowledge, and approved 
bravery ; but neither experience nor courage n. 
the commander could enable the army to do rnyi< 
than to maintain itself within the garrison. IV 
war was no longer a war of conquest, but of sell- 
preservation. The rebel negroes were at the gatt 
ami w* alternative remained but to stand on Die 
defensive’ until General Nesbit’s arrival. 

Respecting the forces of the enemy, and tie 
interior state of the colony, at the period of Ge- 
neral Simcoe’s departure, it was known that the 
rue ft in arms were become divided into two prim* 

m 
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cipal factions, under different leaders. The re- 
publican troops which had been sent at different 
times from France, having been reduced by sick- 
ness and famine to about 700, had made a sort of 
junction with the revolted negroes of the northern 
province ; reserving to themselves only the privi- 
lege of forming a distinct regiment, and of being * 
commanded by whit© officers ; but the General or 
Commander*in-Cbief of the whole of this northern 
army, white and .black', was a negro named Tous- 
saint L’Ouverture, . This map, at the commence- 
ment of the revolt in 1791, was a slave to Mon- 
sieur No£, a considerable planter in the neighbour- 
hood of Cape Franpois, now residing In London. 
Having taken an active part' in the rebellion, 
Toussaint had acquired, in a short time, great 
weight among the negroes, and at length obtained 
such an ascendancy among his adherents, as in- 
vested him with absolute and undisputed autho- 
n tv over them, llis attachment, however, to the 
Fivnch government was thought extremity doubt- 
ful ; and in truth he seemed to have no otbci im- 
mediate object in view, than that of consolidating 
his own* powfcfy and securing the freedom of his 
fellow m gross. His black army in 1797 was es- 
timated at 18,000 infantry, and a troop of horse 
of about 1,000. 

The other principal body was composed chiefly 
of Mulattoes, collected from different parts of the 
colony, and negro slaves whom they had Com- 
pelled to join them. The Mulattoes, spurning 
the idea of serving under a negro General, had 
resoitcd to the southern province, and enrolled 

IC2 
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themselves with their bretheren of colour in that 
part of the country, under Andrew Rigaud, a Ge- 
neral of their own cast, of whom mention has al- 
ready been made. His army (comprehending 
also such of the lower class' of white inhabitant* 7 
of the southern mid western provinces* found 
* it necessary, either for their daily support, or per- 
sonal protection, to enlist Under, his banner) was 
said to amount to About IS, 000 ; and they declared 
themselves in the interest of the republican govern- 
ment established under the French Directory. 

Between these two bodies, however, as the 
reader must have perceived* there existed the 
most inveterate and rancorous animosity, which 
had already manifested itself in many conflicts; 
and nothing but the presence of an invading 
enemy in the country restrained it, in any degree, 
from proceeding to that extremity <?f civil con- 
test— a war of utter extermination — in which mcirv 
is neither to be given nor accepted. On the d< - 
parture of the English, Toussaint mad© a , public 
declaration, Signifying that it was his intention 
not to leave a Mulatto man altee in the country : 
and, with respect to such of foes© unhappy people 
as have since fallen into nis hands* I am assured 
that he lias kept* his word; not an individual of 
them has been spared. • , 

But although those' great fictions were foe two 
most considerable, they verb not the only bodies 
of armed men that associated in this unfortunate 
country, and acted without any co-operation with 
each other. Separate hordes, composed of re- 
volted slaves, and ruffians of every description, 
v( 
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appeared in different parte (chiefly in the northern 
and western provinces) Supporting themselves by 
depredation and plunder. Against the cruelties 
and enormities committed by these parties, the few 
remaining whites had no means of safety, but by 
purchasing the protection of Toussamt: and thus 
an extraordinary revolution had taken place 
the veiy, chief whose original intent was the total J 
extirpation of the whites, bad checked his career 
of massacre, and was now become their defender 
and protector. In the southern province were 
parties of brigands of a similar description, some 
of which made piratical excursions’ at sea in 
canoes, and captured many small vessels, both 
American and English, which weie found near the 
coast. On these occasions, the savages put all the 
white seamen to instant* death ; but where any 
women were unhappily found on board, these they 
carried away with them m a State of captivity, 
foi purposes which perhaps made them envy the 
more immediate fate of the muidcred seamen. 

It must not be omitted, however, that .Rigaud 
published an indignant pioelamatiou against these 
pnates, and hanged up all sufcb of them as weie 
apprehended undoi it. 

buch was the state of affairs in St Domingo, 
during the latter part of 17&>> and the whole ot 
the years 1756 and 1757, until the moitahty 
among the British forces was so great, as in truth 
to leave no alternative to the sad survivors, but to 
retire from a contest, in which victory itself was 
d'sappointment and defeat 1 

On the 22d of April, 1758, therefore, Btigadier 

f 
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Maitland, (who in consequence of General Whyte’s 
return to Europe, and the death of General Nes- 
bit in iiis voyage outwards, had succeeded to the 
chief command) came to the resolution of eva- 
cuating the towns of Port &u Prindfe and St. 
Marc, with their respective dependencies, tog©- 
, &er with the parish of Arcahaye ; a measure 
which, by a judicious negotiation «twith Toussaint, 
lie happily effected without loss, and withdrew 
with the troops to Mole St Nicholas* 

The whole number of white troops English 
and foreign, at this period in the British service, 
under General Maitland’s command, did not ex- 
ceed 2,500, including even the sick and convales- 
cent. Of the British, not more than J,UM) were 
left alive. Part of these held possession of (nand 
A ace under Brigadier General Spencer, the re- 
mainder embarked with General Maitland for the 
Mole. 

The great importance of the post at Mole St. 
Nicholas, to which our troops now retreated, has 
been pointed out on a fortnet occasion ;* but it was 
also remarked that the fortifications thtre, how- 
ever defensive they might ‘prov< in the case of a 
maritime attack (for which alone they wne con 
structed), could not easily be maintained again 4 1 
an attempt on the fitde of the land, being com- 
pletely commanded by the hills adjacent. This 
circumstance could not possibly have escaped Ge- 
neral Maitland’s notice ; foi the Same observation 
occurred to myself, and must have occurred to 
every other man who has visited the place. Yen 
» 

* Historical Survey of St, I>omingo> 1 3-0 
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serious apprehensions must therefore have been 4 ' 
felt, that the British forces would, at no distant 
period, he compelled to abandon this post, as they 
had abandoned the others. 

ft is probable, that considerations of this nature 
induced General Maitland to form the design of 
j (“possessing the no less important post of Cape Tk 
buron ; which, as the header has already been told, 
was taken from the British by a force under Ri- 
gaud, on the $oth of December, 1794, It, was 
j bought that, with the neighbouring port of Je~ 
lemic, and the bay of Irois, already in our posses- 
sion, the capture of Tibyrou would net only com- 
mand the district of Grand Alice, and secure the 
navigation of the windward passage, equally with 
the Mole St. Nicholas, but afford also, in a very 
considerable de,grce, protection to Jamaica, in case 
the enemy should meditate attempts on the coasts 
ot that island. At the same time, it was not m- 
t* tided, 1 presume, to evacuate the Mole, but un- 
der ciicumstances of imperious necessity. 

In the beginning of June, 1798, sucb of the 
troops as could be r pared for the intended expedi- 
tion against 1'ibuion, assembled in the bay of Irois. 

1 he hi~.t brigade was commanded by Colonels 
Spencer and Giant, and the second by Colonel 
Stuart; a thiid brigade, under the command of 
Colonel Dessource, consisting of colonial troops, 
moved foi wards by land on the 11th; the other 
brigades embarked, at the same time, in the squa- 
dron appointed to co-operate with them, consist- 
ing of the York, Adventure, TourtereUe, Rafier, 
and Drake, undei the command of Captain Furrier. 
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So far the whole business seems to have been 
judiciously conducted, and to have promised a 
successful termination ; but the issues of war are 
in the hands of the Almighty. Owing to the 
prevalence of strong south-easterly winds, it was 
found impossible, after many unavailing attempts 
for that purpose, to effect a landing of the troops ; 
and the General, not from the resistance of the 
enemy, but from the rage of the dements, was 
ultimately obliged to relinquish the attack, and 
ictorn with the troops to Mole St. Nicholaa. 

The failure of this attempt on Tiburon, was 
toon afterwards followed by a design of the ene- 
my on the Aiolc itself. Towards the summit 
ut one of the hills commanding the fort, the 
British bad established a post of 60 men, cliiefy 
colonial troops. On the 2 1st of July this post 
was attacked by a horde of brigand*?, and (to the 
gi cat astonishment of the garrison below) was 
( dined, without much resistance, the raajoi part 
ot the detachment stationed there haviug deserted 
to the enemy. The few British among them, 
however, by keeping up a welhdnected retreating 
tire, readied the garrison in safety. 

But the triumph of the hngands on this occa 
''ion was of short duptiton ; foi the moitais of the 
garrison having heat* brought to play against the 
spot, the enemy was soon driven from the post, and 
a detachment of British, under Colonel Stewart, 
again took possession of it. 

A more daring attempt, however, was made, 
about the same time, at another post called the 
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Gorge; where the brigands Appeared in great 
force; and although by the gallantry and good 
conduct of the troops sent against them they 
were dually repulsed, their defeat was not effected 
without an obstinate resistance on their part, and 
considerable loss on oars. 

It was now evident to every man, that, unless 
possession could he obtained of the surrounding 
hills, and a chain of strong posts, with lines of 
great extent/ established on their summits, it was 
not within the reach of human skill, or human 
courage, to preserve the garrison itself from de- 
struction, in the event of a still more formidable 
attack from the enemy, of which the garrison was 
in hourly expectation. 

For the erection of such works and defences, 
General Maitland, whatever might have been his 
wishes, certainly did not possess the necessary 
meaps; neither had he troops enough to man 
them, even if the means had been within his 
reach. ' 

It is plain, therefore, that no sort of alternative 
remained to General Maitland on this occasion, 
but to consider of a speedy and secure retreat for 
the wreck of his worn-out veterans, and to aban- 
don for ever a country which, after five bloody 
years of hopeless warfare within, its borders, has 
furnished its invaders with just space enough, and 
no more, tor the graves of about 20,000 brave 
soldiers and seamen ; sacrificed to the vain project 
of seizing on a territory, which, after obtaining 
it, we must have newly peopled, to render it pro- 
ductive ! 
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Such a retreat General Maitland, in the month 
of October, 1796, happily effected*. Of the means 
by which it was accomplished, and the arrange- 
moots which it is believed were made, about the 
tame lime, with the negro chief Toussaint, iw the 
iutuie .safety of the British trade, and the security 
or the ih ilisb possessions in this part of the world, 
I can give no certain information to nty readers. 
Ok tlioio points the king’s ministers have hitherto 
withheld all manner of communication. Enough 
is known however, (and more than enough) to de- 
mon-.!) ate to every unprejudiced mind, that the 
final evacuation of most parts of St. Domingo, 
vi as not a matter of mere prudence and discretion, 
hut ot absolute and ubcon notable necessity. To 
Lave attempted the further prosecution of offensive 
war m this devoted country,) after such experience 
a, five years had already turuished) would have 

♦ The troops at the Mole and those at the Grand Ancc 
opt C alonel Spencer were removed to Jamaica They did not 
amount altogether to one thousand, The negro regiments 
emho(K d h) General Williamson Here disbanded, and the men 
left to dispose of thunsclres as they thought proper. This 
measure I believe, unavoidable, uet f erthele-s it w is ft 
mortifying circumstance to behoi 1 tins 6 tie body of men turned 
aduft, and compelled by pece*dty to pm* the enemy They 

purchased dnginaHy^t a prodig ous espente; had been 
tirtined up to with fcurpming success ; vme proud of 
their character as soldiers $ and, without doubt, when kept In 
constant employment, were tropps the best suited of any in 
the world for the country and diprude* Whether any gfe&t 
dependence might be placed on the proper subordination and 
Jnjaltv of such a body of men in true of peace, or on their 
fidt lity m time of war, with people of their own east* (audio 
owes where no white troops could be brought to Co-operate 
with them) I will not venture to decide. 


i 
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argued* not merdy an unwarrantable excess of, 
mistaken zeal in the minds of its conductors, but 
the pitiable and impotent rage of incurable in- 
sanity ! 

And thu9 terminated this most disastrous 
enterprise against St. Domingo. Nevertheless, 
dreadful as the consequences of it have proved* I 
am persuaded that no human being was ever actu- 
ated, on any occasion, by motives more pure and 
patriotic, than Was General Williamson on this. 
Certainly it was on his recommendation and ad- 
vice that the project was 1 originally adopted by go- 
vernment ; and it, in this case, he erred in his 
judgment* concerning persons and circumstances, 
even his errors prod&eded from his virtues. Un- 
suspicious in hi- nature* and incapable of decep- 
tion himself, he misb uated ndt the fraudulent 
views and arrogant pretensions of others. Here 
indeed lie failed. It was his misfortune to place 
too gieat reliance on the venal and unfounded as- 
suianccs of a few adventurers from St. Domingo ; 
men who had neither propci ty nor consideration 
in that island, nor auy sort of authority horn too 
reside lit planters, to invite a British in.asion. It 
was this ill-placed confidence thut induced Ge- 
neral Williamson to recommend the* measure to 
the king’s ministers ; and afterwards, On receiving 
•their sanction, to undertake the Conduct of it 
himself, with means so infinitely djaproporthmed 
to the end, that disappointment and dhoomfitm- 
were its necessary and natural consequences! Let 
me add, at the same time, that instead of proem - 
ing any pecuniary advantage to himself, General 
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Williamson injured his private fortune in the pro- 
secution of this very service. His health was the 
sacrifice, and poverty his reward ! 

The history of this unfortunate experiment will 
hemafter, it is hoped, furnish a profitable lesson to 
men in power. They may learn fro® it "ft* ex- 
treme danger of giving a willing ear, m time of 
war, to the representations of designing foreign- 
ers, concerning the disposition and principles of 
the great body of their countrymen ; and the state 
of the country from which (whether unjustly or 
not is nothing to the purpose) thffy have proba- 
bly been driven. To expect a fair and impartial 
i e port fro® such men, in such a case, were to sup- 
pose that the human mind has changed its charac- 
ter. Thif pohappy credulity has been a distin* 
guished feakrelft the conduct of the present war, 
.and the caseof’&t Bomingo affords a melancholy 
proof of its effects. 

The account which X have given will likewise 
furnish additional confirmation to the cases already 
recorded in history* demonstrating the fatal folly 
of prosecuting aggressive war, for the acquisition 
of territory* fa fae $Smate of die W est I ndies. The 
dreadful exponce Of human life in such enterprises, 
is bey## all # r^fffihsation that the most splen- 
did vktw$M4&in The hand of Omnipotence 
is uplifted nfaasure, and no one nation 

on ewth hMv<mwfa fae attempt, without having 
bad oecasfati^$W*# to ,ame0t its commence- 
ment, and to depXqr# its consequences* ! 

% * "ga these adventure*/* observes MLr.Burke, "ttlsaetan 
uetny we have to vanquish, fait a ceaetry to acquire. 1» 
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Such are the reflections and observations tqhich 
have occurred to the on this painful topic. ( with 
a few remarks of a less general; but, perhaps, of no 
less interesting a nature, 1 shall quit the subject. 

So long as the two great parties which now exist 
in Si, Domingo shall continue the prosecution of 
civil warfare against each other, there is not, 1 
suppose, much danger to be apprehended that 
either of them will havjp leisure to pake many de- 
predations on the British shipping truding in, that 
part of the world, or any very serious attempts on 
the coasts of the neighbouring islands. This state 
of things cannot, however, be of extensive dura- 
tion. The war is of too violent a nature to last 

earning on war in the West Indies, the hostile sword is merci- 
ful . the country itoetf is the dreadful enen>y »there’thcBwro- 
pea; conqueror finds a crop! defeat in the very fruits of M* **«• 
ces*. livery advantage is but a ne w detoaad for recruits tothe 
West i 'iilian grave.' * Let us hear also on djjh subject the poet 
of the Seasons : 

" Then wdbteful forth 
h alks the dire JPodwr of Pestilent Disedse ; 

Sick nature blaster?; ; and to. heartless mot 
Jnd feeble desolation, casting dears ( 

The towering hopes, and all tfte pride (f ?»«* ' t 
Stu'lt as of late at farther geujx, quenbfitd’ ' 

The British first.-* ' ' ' 1 ‘ ’ 

* Q*f$m ' , 

Jftt miserable acme, , ■ « " « “», «> — .n 

• Heard nightly plsmg'd'am^Mt^t moves 

The frequent carter.^ ' 'l’wtrMSOW. 

This miserable scene, however, has feee* frequently re- 
peated since the siege of Carth*ge»a, Xt 'Was exhibited at th<* 
Havatmah in 176^; at the river St. Juan y end lately in tin- 
\\ indviard Islands; but no where 1 believe vuthgma'u io, v* 
aril! efteot that! m $t. Domingo. 
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many years ; and it Is probable the first general 
conflict will decide the fate Of one of the two con- 
tending factions. * 

* By the last accounts, Toussainr appears to have 
at present the superiority. His army is undoubt- 
edly more numerous than that of Rigaud ; feat I 
suspect it is worse appointed and provided. T he 
Mulattoes too have infinitely the advantage of the 
blacks in point of general knowledge and military 
discipline. Rigaud himself is a roan of sagacity 
and experience; but above all, there is this cir- 
cumstance attending the Mulattoes, (which I 
think must ultimately turn. the scale in their fa- 
vour), that they have no possibility of retreat, and 
are -well assured they must either subdue their ene- 
mies, <kt perish themselves to a man. My opinion 
'therefore is,Rmt'the Mulattoes will finally become 
masters of alf TlMvstea coast, and the cultivatabh* 
parts 1 Of the* country ; and the fugitive negiois 
seek a refuge in the mountainous and inteiior dis- 
tricts. If such shall be tiW termination of the 
. present civil contest In St. Domingo, the inland of 
Jamaica mpSt have a vigilant eye to its own safety. 
Its trade, both outwards and homewaids, will be 
exposed to ralpthre; padt such devastation may be 
spread dyer the;*a^« ; ard parishes by liordes of 
bimthtfl, cdthing in open canoes from the 

southern parts tR^f-mingo, as may destroy the 
labour of yeatp,' before flf^Cquadron at Port Ro^af 
(“an give the smallest assistance to the inhabitants. 
Of tins impending danger ‘to Jamaica, th#' British 
go* eminent is without doubt sufficiently apprized, 
anj I befievt that measures are in contemplation 
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bow to avert the threatened evil. I will ven- 
ture however to pronounce* from circumstances 
within my own knowledge*- that nothing, can 
afford solid and permanent security to Jamaica 
but tranquillity at home. Let peace be re-utnb- 
lisbfid between England and France, and all ap- 
prehensions from St. Domingo will vanish. The 
Mulattoes having, after a long and bloody sfrug 
gle, established their claim to all r the right* of 
French citizens, have now nothing to desire but 
to be considered and acknowledged as faithful sub- 
jects of France : and if the French- government, 
whatever form it may hereafter assume, entertains 
the most distant hope of restoring, ip any degree, 
order and subordination in the country, and of de» * 
riving any advantage from it as ft colony. It '•will 
leceive them as such, and avail itself ttf ’th^Fj^S 
vices in suppressing tlie remains of revolt and re- 
bellion throughout the island. Peace, therefctfe, 
between England and France, will convert the 
Mulattoes of St. Domingo, from formidable ene- 
mies, into harmless and inoffensive neighbours to 
the British West Indies; for it will not then be 
any target the business of fleets* and armies 
to heighten and extend the war on this 

theatre*of bloodshed, and - retyHatriop 

on Our 'own possessions. If Britain 

judges rightly, she will coori<|^'% restoration of 
order in St. 1 >ominga^ fi the only, certain pledge 
of futuic security to her W«*t IffdiWjfeotanics, 

U 4 
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PROM fXS COMMBMegMCftt IN JCBRBAEV. W. 


CHAPTER I. 

Vrdvnimfjjf ef Me WttY$ 

- — Capture of flwjitgo.-^Friiitlesh ^dttetnpt <tga that' 
Jilarttntco. — thetermemtion of tfy r< Jk/uhth H B0dttiy 
thereon , and consequent Prepatimhjtm large dtp&~ ‘ v 
wen* <o In sint to the West m j tiepk ^&tr CuSawtSf 
Grey appointed to the Coffitnatlfy^4heJLa^ 
and Sir John Jbrvis to Me Ctmtrmfi qf 0kf 
— Ac» dr > augment. 

% 

WuorvER has made himself acquainted with chain 
fhc histoiy of the West Indian Islands, cannot tail 
to have ofreerved that, whoever the nation# ofprei rai « 7 
Europe aie engaged, from -caose, In war mom,™ 

with each other, those am 

"apitttjmtJy made the theiife ‘6peit*fons. 

TUfter the arena, to 

deeftfc their different^ -and %e mmmbh planters, 
who are never the cause, jups aJwwj^^&a victim? of 
the contest • ; , 

When, at the pacifically 1763, % claims 
of Great Britain and France to the neutral Islands 
vqjl. irt. i r 
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chap of St. Lucia, Tobago, St. Vincent, and Dominica, 
were adjusted by a division of the spoil, many 
obln^ ry C ‘ r cumstances concurred to induce a hope, that 
fhc contending parties would remain satisfied with 
‘their booty, and not hastily involve the world 
again in devastation and bloodshed. One of the 
causes of former contests between France and 
England (tiie claim to those islands) having been 
removed, there was certainly reason to suppose 
that the remembrance of recent calamities, the 
pressure of poverty, and the various other dis- 
tresses which the war had brought on all the bell 
gerent powers, were circumstances highly favour 
able to a continuance of the peace. The short 
expeiience of ten years proved the fallacy of this 
expectation. The mat tial spirit of Gieht Bntkin 
sickened for employment , and pretences being 
wanting for directing it towards her ancient ene 
mies. it was turned, m an evil hour, again -t her 
own subjects in Korth America. Wise mui fore* 
saw and predicted, that the restless and intriguing 
genius of France would not allow that kingdom 
to continue an indifferent spectato' of such a con- 
test. Accordingly, iu the year 1778 , she lushed 
into jnothci war with England, without even af- 
fecting to have sus|«ioed the shadow of provoca 
con ; mid the consequence of her injustice, and 
out insanity, was the loss npt only of those of the 
'•ugai islands, wh’ch had been assigned to us in 
1 7 03 , but of almost all the rest ; the dismember- 
ment of tlit empire, and a combination of dangers 
hyi i which, at one momt t.t, death seemed yur only 

i <*V gt* 
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Of the capture of the sugar islands in that #ar, cttav. 
and their restoration to Great Britain at the peace 
oi 1783, I have sufficiently, tieated elsewhere. 

America alone derived advantage from the contest, 

As the French had engaged in tire war without 
provocation, so they retired from the field, not 
only without benefit, hut with manifest loss. They 
contracted an enormous debt, to the payment ot 
which their ordinary revenues were inadequate! 
and jV'rh&p-, to this, circumstance, more than to atty 
other, the ruin of their ancient government tnust 
immediately be attributed. So true is the observa- 
tion of our great dramatic poet (and it is equally; 
applicable tp nations and to individuals) that 

* t. 

—^-Even-handed justice 

Commend! tb in^redknts of out poison'd cbfclice 

To our own hp v " Suak.sj*ra*u, 

To a philosopher, speculating in his -closet, it 
might srem that, suth an event could not fail to 
upi'iel'* both as a terrible example, and a profit - 
able lesson, to the nations of the earth; but above 
all, to those few envied states who have every 
thing to lo-c, and nothing to gain, by a change in 
their situation. Posterity will either rnoatn over 
that page of our history, or doubt fidelity, 
which -hall record the melancholy jtruth, that, in # 

the year 1793, the government of Great Biitain 
(too prouil to learn wisdom from the misfortunes 
of others'! adopted towards France the same in 
falu&ted line of conduct, whieb^ a few years be- < ' 

foie, the Ftcnch gov unmen t, nearly under iH- 
'.ame circumstances, had pursued towards Onset 
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Britain. Our conduct was similar ; may the mercy 
of Divine Providencp avert from us a similar issue! 

War being thus renewed (first proclaimed, I 
on the P art of France, but provoked un- 
doubtedly by the rash counsels and imperious lan- 
guage of the Biitisb administration), the West 
Indies became, as usual, the scene of military en- 
terprise : and Great Britain had |he advantage (if 
an advantage it might be called; of making the 
first onset. On the 10th of February, 1793, a few 
days only after notice had been received of the 
French declaiation of war,*directions were trans- 
mitted to Major-General Cuvier, the commandei 
in chief of the British troops in the Windwatd 
Inlands, and to Sir John Laforey, who commanded 
in the naval department, to attempt the reduction 
of Tobago, As most of the proprietors in that 
inland were English, it was supposed that an Eng- 
lish armament would be favomably received by the 
iuliaottpnts; and the event justified thP expecta- 
tion. The island suucndeted, without any great 
struggle, on the 17th of Apt il. 

Of the territory thus re-annexed td the Ihitish 
dominion, I shall give the best account I am able 
to collect jn a subsequent chapter. At present, 1 
am unwilling to interiupt the narrative of military 
tiansactions, by disquisitions cither on its past his* 
lory, or its pre'ent importance : and shall, therefore, 
piocecd to the next attempt of the British forces 
ill this pait of the world, which I am sorry t© ob_ 
- erve had a less favourable termination. 

It wai an attack on Marti eico ; an entcipri/.i 
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ot great magnitude ; for the labours and ingenuity chav 
of man had co-operated with the hand of nature, 
in rendering that island one of the strongest coun- rr '->- 
tries in the world. In 175 $, it had successfully 1 * • 
resisted a formidable British armament of ten 
ships of the line, besides frigates 'and bomb ketches 
having on hoard 5,800 regular troops ; and al- 
though the island surrendered, three years after- 
wards, to a much superior force, yet the gallant 
and vigorous resistance which the garrison w^s 
enabled to make on that occasion, for upwards of 
three weeks, ought suuly to have induced great 
caution and consideration, with regard to future 
expeditions against a country so amply provided, 
both by natuic and ait, with the means of defence. 4 
In the present conjuncture, the whole of the 
British font in the Windward Islands was known 
and allowed to be, of itself, vastly inadequate to 
the object in view : hut such representations hail 
lu cu spread throughout the army, concerning the 
disaffection of tire greater part of the inhabitants 
of all the French islands towards the republican 
government, recently established on the ruins of 
their monarchy, as to create a very general belief, 
chat the appearance of a British armament before 
tie capital of Martirrico would alone produce an 
immediate sunemler. General Bi uce», on whom 
the chief command of our troops had devolved in 
the interim, was indeed assured, by a deputation 
i.om the principal planters of the island, that 
' 4 a body ul MX) regular troops would be more 
th.m sufficient to overcome all possible resistanot 
l.-scu rfp; dentations (as the Get *ral hianeli 
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Graf informed the king’s ministers) induced him, in 
conjunction with Admiral Gardner, to undertake 
the expedition; and the land forces having been 
femborked in the ships of war, the armament arrived 
offtCape Navire on the 11th of June, 17*)3, On 
the Itith the British troops, in nuipber eleven 
hundred, made good then landing; and having 
been joined by a body of about eight hundred 
French loyalists, took possession of a very strong 
post within five miles of St. Pierre, it being the 
General's intention to attack the two foils which 
defended that town. The plan however did not 
Succeed, and I legict that I am unutde to furnish 
a satisfactory account of the causes of its faihue. 
Whatever information might have been contained 
in the dispatches from the commando in chief to 
government, all that has been communicated to 
tie public lies in a narrow compass, and I shall 
repeat the substantial part in the Genu aha own 
words: ** The morning of the 18th (tic o Lwervesd 
" was the time fixed tor the attack, anti wt were 
<e to move forward in two columns, the one con- 
sisting of the British hoops, the other ot the 
“ French royalists; and to: tiiis purpose, the 
“troops were put in motion before day-break, 
“ but unfortunately, some alarm having taken 
“ place amongst the royalists, they began, in * 
“ mistake, firing on one another ; and their com- 
s ' mander being severely wounded on the occasion, 
** his troops weie disconcerted, and instantly re- 
“ tired to the post from which they had marched.” 
“ This conduct (continues the General) strongly 
“ proved that no dependance could be placed on 
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'** frqjjralists, and that the attack against. St. •cbap,' 
“ Pierre tanst hate been carried, on golcly ; ,fey':the ' 

“ British troops, to which their numbers were not 
41 equal. They were therefore ordered to return 7 

“ to their former posts, from whence they re-nm- 
“ barked; 1 ’ &c. , /' ■< l • 1 

This is the whole, or nearly the whole, of what 
the British administration thought proper to fur- 
nish for the gratification of the public curiosity, 
concerning the conduct and failure of this unfor- 
tunate expedition; and indeed it is sufficient to 
demonstrate, that the strong assurances which had 
been given, and the sanguine expectations: which 
had been formed; of support and assistance from 
the greater part of the French inhabitants, con- 
sisting in the whole of upwards of 10,000 whites, 
were not justified by the .event. It reflects there- 
fore great honour on the liberal and humane .dis- 
position of the British commanders, t'w.t they did 
not suffer the disappointment, which they must 
have felt on this occasion, to operate to the disad- 
vantage of those of the French planters, by whom 
each assurances were held fprth, apd who, though 
mistaken as to their countrymen, manifested the 
sincerity of their own professions by their subse- 
quent conduct. “ As they would certainly have 
.-“fallen victims,” observes General Bruce, “to 
ri the implacable malignity of the republican 
. “ party, as soon as we quitted the island, it be- 
“ came in a manner incumbent on us, in support 
“ of the national character,- to use our utmost cx- 
ertions to bring these unhappy people from the 
“ shore ; and although the necessity of impressing 
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" such vessels as could be found, and the pur- 
“ chasing provisions from the merchant vessels, 
“ will incur & great expence, I have nevertheless 
“ ventured upon it, trusting for ha y justification 
“ to the generous and humane disposition exhibit - 
w ed by the British nation on similar occasions. 
“ We Mere therefore employed in embarking these 
“ people, from the 19th to the 2 1st,” Sic. &c. 

Notwithstanding this discouraging account, 
the British ministers, on receiving intelligence of 
General Bruce’s miscarriage, conoidered themselves 
imperiously called upon to vindicate the honom 
of the English arms, by enterprises of greater 
magnitude in the same quarter^ They resolved 
to send thither, forthwith, such an aimamcnt, as, 
in addition to the British force already m the West 
I udifis, should be sufficient not only for the con- 
quest of Martinico, but even “ to dislodge the 
“ enetny from every one of their possessions iti that 
‘ f part of the wmid.” Such was their declaration. 

The necessity of dispati liing to that part of the 
king’s dominions a consideiable reinforcement, 
could not indeed admit of doubt or delay. Tht 
preservation of many of our sugar iblands ren- 
dered such a measure indispensable ; but the qoes 
tion whether it was consistent with prudence and 
good policy to prosecute offensive war in that 
quarter, rather than confine our attention solely 
to the defence' of the British territories there, in- 
volves in it many great and weighty considerations. 
A few reflections which have occurred to me or 
this head will be found towards the conclusion of 
my narrative. 
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Such, however, whether wisely or nut* was. the 
system approved by the British 'ministers ; aythit 
must l think be admitted that, if a war of conquest 
in the West Indies, nvas, at all hazards, a prayer 
andjwti&dhle measure, the coni prehensi v e. t plan , 
which embraced the whole possessions of the French 
in the Windward Islands, oi initiated in sound po- 
licy : certainly »t was wise, either to attempt the 
conquest of all of them, or to June all ot then! un- 
molested. Eveiy ‘man who is acquainted with the 
relative situation ql the French and Butish colo- 
nies in those islands, the condition of cadi, «qd 
their udinity to each other, will allow lli.it, in this 
case, Uu re was no medium. 

It must likewise be admitted, that the prcpaiu-" 
tions which the ministers caused to be made, in 
consequence of this determination, cot responded 
to the magnitude and extent of their views. O - 
ders were issued fo: me immediate embarkation 
of fourteen regimen L s of infantry, consisting o 
near eleven thousand uient a fleet composed o' 
four first-rate ships of wai and nine frigates, be- 
sides sloops, bomb-kt ;ncs, und transports, was 
appointed to convey them to the scene of aitioi . 
and act in conjunction with them. And dial no 
possible doubt might aiise in the public mind, 
concerning tht judicious applies .ion of dies great 
armament to its piopcr object, the whole was 
placed under the di icction of bw© of the ino-i 
distinguished officeis which any age or nation has 
produced; tire chief command being assigned t 
Sir Chailes Urey, General of the land forces; an r\ 
flic naval department to Vice-admiral Sir John 
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Jervis, Neither must it pass unobserved, in jus- 
tice to the different public offices of this kingdom, 
that the whole w r as ready for its departure in less 
than three months after the receipt of funeral 
Bruce’s dispatches. 

How much it is to he lamented tb^t this great 
and decisive plan was not persisted Hf to the last, 
the circumstances which I shall hereafter record 
will mournfully demonstrate. It is with pain I re- 
late, that a few days only before Sir Chailes Grey 
expected to sail, a new arrangement was made, by 
which no less than 4,o00 of the troops that had 
been placed under his orders weie detached from 
the rest, and employed on another seivice; the 
ministers apologizing to the Genci al, by intimating 
that it was not expected of him to accomplish all 
the objects for which the moie extensive armament 
iiau b*'eu judged necessary. 

Although it cannot easily be supposed that thi? 
gncxpetlcd dm»nu*ion ot Ins army, any mote than 
the apology wlucn waS made for it (by a Inch ir 
was evident that the original plan was abandoned 
by government), could be matter ot sattsfurtion to 
the commander in due f, yet he silently acquiesced 
in tht measure; and, a.- the secretary of state after- 
wards vuy iionomably and handsomely observed in 
the Hou>c of Commons, “did nevertheless com- 
“ plete all the conquests which were in contem- 
" plation before any reduction of Ms force had 
“ taken place.” 

The reader’s first impression therefore' will na- 
turally be, that although a less force was actually 
employed than was allotted for this expedition. 
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the deficiency was abundantly supplied by. the spirit 
and energy of the army and navy, and the wisdom 
and decision of the commanders ; that the objects 
in view being fully obtained, though witli less means 
than were at first suggested, the original system 
was in truth carried into full effect ; and of course 
the i eduction of the army justified by subsequent 
events. 

How far this reasoning can be supported, the 
sequel will shew I shall proceed in the next 
chapter with a detail of military transactions in 
the order they occuned. 
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CHAP. II * 

Sir Charity Orey arrives at Barbadoes, and mb for 
the Attack aj M ertinko. —Proceedings of the 
Army and Navy, until the Surrender of that 
Island. 

cuAr On tine £6th of November, 179S, the armament 
^ t reduced as was stated in the latter part of the pre- 
j m a *ry ceding chapter, sailed from St. Helen’s, and on the 
1791 6%©f January, 1794, the squadron cast anchor in 

Carfisle Bay, in the island of Barbadoes . it was 
afterwards reinforced by the Asia, of 64 guns, and 
some additional frigates. 

After a months stay at Barbadoes (an interval 
which was usefully employed in preparing gtm- 
1 oats, in training the seamen for land service, and 
in attend mice on the sick) the squadron sailed fut 
tin? attack of Martinico ; having on board, of land 

* It is proper to observe, that most of what is related in 
this chapter,, concerning the proceedings of the army .tnd 
navy, in the attack and conquest of Martipico, is copied from 
the public dispatches of the respective commanders. The 
few particulars which 1 have interwoven in some places, and 
added m others, are derived partly from the comprehensive 
and circumstantial account which was published by the Re*. 
Cooper Will) ants; and partly from private communication's 
trorn officers who were in actual service in £h% campaign. 1 
have arranged the whole after my own manner, in the view 
(as 1 hop -d) of giving the detail greater dearness and p ft* 
Apicutty, than can be expected from dispatches written com- 
.moniy in great h«»te on the spin of *hc moment. 
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forces (including a detachment of negro dragoons) chat 
effective men. ^ 

On Wednesday, the 5th of February, the fleet 
approached the south-eastern coast of that island, 
and the General (having previously made the ne- 
cessary arrangements with Sir John Jervis) divided 
the army 4nto three detachments, with a view to 
land them at three separate and distinct quarters. 

These werj Gallion Bay on the northern coast, 

Case de Navires nearly opposite, on the south, 
and Trois Rivieres towards the south-east. The 
first detachment was commanded by -Major-Ge- 
neral Dundas, the second by Colonel Sir Cb#rle° 
Gordon and the third by the General himself, 
assisted by Lieutenant-General Prescott. The 
measure was well concerted; for, by inducing 
the enemy to divide his- fence, it enabled the Bri- 
tish to effect their landing at each place, with very 
little loss 

On the evening of the same clay, Major-Gene- 
ral Dandas, with his detachment, escorted by Com- 
modore Thompson and his division, arrived off the 
bay of Gallion : Capt. Faulkner in the Zebra led, 
and immediately drove the enemy from a batter \ 
on Pc ml a'Chaux.* Tire troops then di< embarked 
without further opposition, about three miles fiorn 
the town of Trinit6, and halted for the night. 

Karly the next morning they began their march, 
but wcie somewhat annoyed in their progress by 
a fire of musketry from the cane-fields, where u 
body of the enemy lay Concealed. 1 lie aim of 
the Major-General was to, take Mornt Lc Bum, 
a Mi ong post, situated on an eminence irmnedi- 
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CHAP. ately over the town. This he happily effected ; 
and instantly detaching Lieutenant-Colonel Oad- 

r ' n dock with the second battalion of grenadiers, and 
Major Evatt with thioe companies of light-in- 
fantry, to attack Trinity Fort, the enemy fled, 
and our troops took possession oGlt, with the 
cannon and stores. Commodore Thompson pos- 
sessed himself at the same time of the vessels in the 
harbotir, but the town itself was destioyed by the 
enemy ; for Bellegarde, the popular leader of the 
Mulattoes, being obliged to evacuate a foil bear- 
ing his own name, maliciously set fiie to Trinit# 
as he i cured, and the best part of the houses, with 
a quantity of stores ot all kinds, were consumed by 
the flamc« 

On the evening of the 7th. Major-f iencral Dun- 
das, leaving Major Sl.mett and a party of ma- 
inie« to command at Tnnit^’ Fort, proceeded with 
Ins biig.ule to Gios Morne, a silo,. turn of greaf 
unpQjtance, commanding tiie principal pas*- be- 
tween the northern and southern pail- of the 
island; but although the fortifications were strong 
and extensive, the Majoi -General found the place 
entirely evacuated, the enemy having retired at 
Lis uppiouch. Lushing foiwaid again, the Ma|Ot- 
Generai on the flth, took possession of a strong 
‘iiuation called Bruncau, about two leagues north 
ui Foil Bum bop, the enemy tett eating as before. 
Fiom thence, -General Dundas detached 

f .ieutenu nt- Colonel Craddock with three compa- 
nies of grenadius to seize Fort Matilda, which 
covered- a good landing within two miles of his 
kit, and where the enemy appeared in consider- 
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able force; but on. Lieutenant-Colonel Craddock’s chap. 
approach, theyevacuated the place. cJ-Jw 

the British * 79 *- 

cf grenadiers'; ' possession that night,- and 

the whble pf the ensuing day ; but.itsrit’be night be-, •' ' 
tween the'$p^ ;ap4vd$th»' they wera .attacked by 
800 of thd -'^fey^'dddey'/tlie command of:- Belle- _■ 
garde, die Mulatto General. Our troops'" were - 
rather taken by surprise ; but recovering themselves, 

.. the enemy u’«,8 totally repulsed, and compelled to 
^ take shelter in Fort Bourbon. In this action 
Captain M*£wen of the Si3tb, aud seven privates, 
were killed, and nineteen vriktnded. . , '.,1^ 

Colonel Sir., Charles Gordon, with the brigade 
under his command, was not able to make good 
his landing at Case de Na vires ; but on the morn- 
ing of the 8th he landed at Cape Pilotte; when, 
finding that the enemy were masters. 4f the great 
road and the heights above it, he made a circuit- 
ous movement through the mountains, and u$-" 
cended until, by ’ day-break* of the 9th, he had 
gained, unmolested, by the enemy, the most Com- 
manding post, in 'that part of the country: Co- 
lonel Myers descending from the heights, took 
possession of La Chapelle, and a post established 
by the enemy above it. , On his return the column 
proceeded, through a very difficult ground, to the 
heights of Berne, above Ahce La Haye ; the ene- 
. my beeping a.cbnstant fire in the meantime from 
the batteries of St. Catharine. Sir Charles Gui- 
don had now a position which gave him an easy 
communication with the transports ; when on the 
lath, observing that the battery and work- at Si. ‘ 
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Catherine, and the, floats which guarded the first* 
ravine, were abandoned by the enemy, he took 
possession of them, while ©otonel Myers, with , 
five companies of grenadiers, ami the forty-third 
Tegimcnt, crossed four ravines higher up, and 
seized all the batteries by which? die^' were de- 
fended. The enemy now fled on '^v*ehy side, and 
our troops were soon in possession of the five bat- 
teries between Cas de Na vires and Fort Royal. 
They then proceeded and occupied the posts of 
Gentilly, La Caste, and La Archet, within a league " 
of Fort Bourbon. 

In the meanwhile, ‘the commander in chief, 
with Lieutenant-General Prescott, and that part 
of the anny which had landed at Trois Rivieres, 
had marched from thence across a very difficult 
country, to the ri\ er 5alc£, and entered the town 
of the same name, situated on the banks of the 
river. On the march, Brigadier -General Whyte 
‘fcfts detached with the second battalion of light - 
infantry, to force the batteries of Cape Solomon 
and Point a Burgos, in order to obtain posses- 
sion of Islet aux Ramieres, or ‘Pigeon Island, an 
important object, the attainment of which wa* 
necessary to enable our ships to get into the har- 
bour of Fort Royal. Those batteries were ac- 
cordingly stormed, .and the Brigadier-General be- 
ing reinforced with a detachment of Royal and 
P ish artillery, and 200 seamen, sent Colonel Symce 
with the seamen, and two companies of the 15th 
regiment, to ascend the heights, and take pos- 
session of Mount Matharine, which commanded 
Pigeon Island at the distance of 400 yards. This 
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was happily accomplished on the 9th, and batte- 
ries erected on it. These were completed during 
the night of the 10th, and on Tuesday morning, the 
1 1th, they were opened, and so well pointed and 
incessant a fire was kept up, under the direction of 
Capt. Pratt of the Irish artillery, that in two hours 
the garrison struck their colours, and surrendered 
at discretion, with the loss of to men killed and SA 
wounded. 

The i&iet aux Ramieres, or Pigeon Island, is 
.situated on ihe south side of the bay of Fort Royal, 
about two bundled yards from the shore. It is in 
itself a steep and barren rock, inaccessible except 
in one place only, where the ascent is by a ladder, 
fixed agamst a perpendicular wall ; and the summit * 
i, 90 feet above the level of the sea. There were 
found on it, 11 foity-two pounders, b thirty-two 
poumleis, H thii teen-inch mortars, and one howit- 
zer, with an immense quantity ot stores and am- 
munition of all kinds, and a stove for heating 
shot. 

On the capture of this fortress, the squadron 
immediately took possession of the bay and har- 
bom oi Foit Royal; and most of the transports 
and slot e-ships got up to Cohee, a harbour at tile 
north-east end of the bay, from whence they had 
a communication, by a chain of posts, with the 
troops at Bruneau; and the next object of atten- 
tion was St. Pierre, the capital of the island, in 
the attack of which, the co-operation of the 
forces, both by sea and land, was indispensably 
necessary. 

In consequence of an arrangement for this '>u- 
vol. jn. 
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chat* terprise, Col. Syraes, with three light companies and 
^ Major Maitland, with the 30th regiment, embarked 
J <J ‘ on board a detachment of the squadron, which were 
ordered for the bay of St. Pierre. 

On the 14th the eommandei in chief moved 
iorward with his army to Bruneau, where he left 
Major Gen. Dundas, and on the evening of the 
hatne day the Major Gen. marched from thence 
to Gros Morne with the 2d battalion of grenadiers, 
the 33d and 40th light companies, and the 65th 
legimcnt. From Gros Morne he detached Col.- 
Campbell through the woods by Bois le Bne, with 
the two light companies and the 65th regiment, to 
the attack of Montigne, proceeding himself toward^ 
the heights of Capot and Callebasse, from both 
which the enemy retired. From the latter the 
Major Gen. had a distant view of Col. Campbell's 
detachment, and the mortification to see them 
attacked by a great body of the enemy strongly 
posted about half a mile short of Montigne 
Tlic Major Gen. immediately pushed forward 
his advanced guard under the command of the 
Hon. Capt. Ramsay, who by cxti aordinary ex- 
ertions, came up with the enemy while engaged 
with Col. Campbell's detachment, and silenced 
their fire, but the Colonel himself had unfortu- 
nately fallen early in the engagement. Capt. 
Ramsay being joined by the second battalion of 
gtenadiers, now- took possession of Montigue, and 
the Major Gen. took post on Morne Rouge. The 
same evening, the Major Gen. observing several 
bodies of the enemy moving towards his front, 
and forming under a small redoubt, ordered foui 
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companies of grenadiers to advance, and a smart c ” Af> 
engagement ensued ; the enemy was covered by a s-*- 
brisk fire, from two field-pieces on Morne Bellevieur. i/a4 

The action continued for about half an hour, when 
the enemy retreated, and during the night abandon- 
ed the fort on Morne Bellevieur, of which our 
troops immediately took possession. 

Our army had now arrived within two leagues 
of St. Pierre, from whence at day-break, on the 
Ifitb, the enemy sent a flag, requiring three days 
to consider of a capitulation. The Major Ge- 
neral returned for answer, that instead of three 
days he would allow them only three hour a ; and 
leaving a company of grenadiers in possession of 
Bellevieur, he immediately moved on towards St.‘ 

Pierre. At this juncture, the detachment of the 
squadron arrived in the .bay, and began their ope- 
rations. Colonel Symes, with the troops and sea- 
men who were to land with him, had, previous to 
their entering the bay, embarked on board the Zebra 
■md Nautilus sloops, which drawing little water 
could land them without difficulty. In the even- 
ing of the Ifith, these vessels approached the 
north part of the bay, the other men of war stand- 
ing in to cover them from the fire of the eneni) 

Capt. Hervey, in the Santa Margarita, perceivinp 
the troops were likely to be much annoyed by two 
batteries with heated shot, steered close under the 
guns of the most considerable of them, and effec- 
tually silenced it. About four in the morning oi 
the 17th, the troops made good their landing, and 
immediately advanced towards St. Pierre; but the 
conflict was at an end, for the enemy seeing the 

o g 2 
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British approach both by sea and by land, evacu- 
ated the town, leaving their colours flying, which 
were immediately hauled down, and the British 
colours placed in their room. By ten o’clock the 
whole of Colonel Svmes's detachment had march- 
ed into the town, and were soon afterwards joined 
by General Dundas and his army. 

No injury was done, nor outrage offered, to the 
inhabitants ; the women and children sat at their 
doors to see the soldiers march in, as peaceably and 
cheerfully as the inhabitants of an English village 
behold a regiment pass through their streets. One 
instance only orcuired, of an attempt to pillage; 
Joi which the offender was immediately hung up 
bv the Provost Marshal, at the gate of the Jesuits’ 
College. 

The town of St. Pierre being thus captured,* 
and many important posts in different parts of the 
country already in possession of the British troops, 
it might have been supposed that the sun end* i of 
the island was speedily to have followed; but so 
err at was the natuial and artificial strength of the 
country, and so obstinately was it defended ou tho 
occasion by the inhabitants, that much remained 
'o he done before this event took place. The two 
\i eat forts of Bourbon and Fort Royal (the 
former commanded by Rochambeau the Governor 

* JLdeut. Malcolm of the 41 *t grenadiers was appointed 
Tmvn Major, in consideration of his distinguished conduct 
and active services at the head of a body ©t riflemen, which 
was composed of two men selected from each company of the 
hr st battalion of grenadiers. We shall have occasion to 
mention this* officer hereafter 
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of the Island) were still to be conquered ; and it r{ tA.p 
was impossible closely to invest Fort Bourbon, ^ -u 
without first possessing the heights of Sur6 or im 
Sourier, a situation eminently strong and difficult, 
and defended by a large body of the enemy, undei 
the command of the Mulatto General Bellegarde. 

The commander in chiel, therefore, proposed to 
attack this post from his camp at Bruneau, on the 
night of the 1 8th, and to depend for success solely 
on a vigorous use of the bayonet ; but, a few houis 
previous to the time he had fixed for the enter- 
prizf, Bellegarde himself, with part of his troops, 
descended the heights, and attacked the General’s 
left. Ills intention was, if possible, to cut off the 
communication between the British aimy and 
navy. The attempt was bold, but it was minou- 
‘ihcGeneial immediately peiceivod the advantage 
to be derived from it, and seized it in the mo- 
ment, foi, dnertmg Lieut. Gen. Prc^ott to keep 
the enemy m check, be ordtted fiom Ins uglu 
Lieut. Coi. Buokeridgc, with the Ihiid battalion of 
grenadiers, and Lieut. Colonels Coole and Blun- 
dell, with the 1st and 2d battalions of light infan- 
try, to attack Bellegardc’s camp on the left. In 
this sen ice thi-> detachment displayed such spirit 
and impetuosity as proved irresistible, and posses- 
sion being taken of Bcllegarde’s camp, his own 
cannon were tinned against him. This unfortu- 
nate man and his second in command, with about 
300 ot then follower.-, surtendered themselves 'to 
the General a few days aiterwaids, the two leaders 
desiring to be sent to Noith America, on condition 
of never serving against his majesty, and m 
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chap this request they were gratified. Their followers 
were sent on board the king’s ships as prisoners of 
ira4 - war. 

From the 20th of February, Forts Bourbon and 
Louis, with the town of Fort Royal, were com- 
pletely invested, and the General was busily em- 
ployed in erecting batteries on his first parallel. 
On the north-east side, the army under General 
Prescott broke ground on the 25th of February, 
and on the west side towards La Caste, fascine 
batteries for mortars and cannon were erecting 
with all possible expedition. In this business the 
seamen eminently distinguished themselves ; and 
the siege was carried on with unremitted exertion 
by night and day ; the most perfect co-operation 
prevailing between the army and navy ; the ex- 
ertions of both being animated by the presence 
and approbation of his Royal Highness Prince 
Edward, who arrived from Quebec the 4th of 
March, and taking the command of Sir Chailes 
Gordon’s brigade, set an admirable example of 
discipline and good conduct to the whole army, by 
his behaviour, during the remainder of the cam- 
paign. The advanced batteries were at length 
brought within five hundred yards of Fort Bour- 
bon, and not more than two hundred from the re- 
doubt; when on the 1 7th of March, the General 
concerted measures with the Admiral for a com- 
bined assault, by the naval and land forces, upon 
the fort and town of Fort Royal. Scaling lad- 
ders being provided, and the necessary arrange- 
ments settled, the ships destined for the service 
took their stations on the morning of the 20th of 
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March. The Asia, and the Zebra sloop, with chap 
Captain Rogers, and a body of seamen in flat 
boats (the whole under the command of Commo- 1T<M - 
dore Thompson), composed the naval force j the 
land force consisted of the first battalion of gre- 
nadiers, the first and third light infantry, with the 
third grenadiers. 

About 10 o’clock the Asia and Zebra got under 
way. The Zebra led in, towards the mouth of 
the harbour, receiving the enemy's fire, without 
returning a shot. The Asia had got within the 
range ol grape shot, when, to the surprise of the 
whole fleet, she wore and made sail from tlve fort. 

She stood in a second time, and again put about.* 

Now then it was that Captain Faulkner of the* 

Zebra acquired immortal honour; for perceiving 
that he could not expect, any assistance from the 
Asia (a ship of the line) he determined to under- 
take the sen ice alone in his small i'oop of IT) 
guns, and he executed this design with matchless 
intrepidity and good conduct ; for running the 
Zebra close to the walls, and leaping overboard at 
the head of his sloop's company, he scaled the 
ramparts; and drove the enemy from the fort. 

“ No language of mine,” says Admiral Jervis, 

“ can express the merit of Capt. Faulkner on 
H this occasion ; but as every man in the army 
“ and squadron bears testimony to it, this incom- 
“ parable action cannot fail of being recorded in 

* Jt is said that a French loyalist, named Toureller, who 
had formerly been lieutenant of Fort Louis, was employed by 
Capt. Brown as pilot on this occasion, and that this man, under 
pretence of shoals, refused to carry the ship any farther. 
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chap “ the page of history.” Col. Symes, iu the same 
triumphant moment, entered and took possession 
l794, of the town. 

This signal success determined the fate of the 
Island ; for General Rochambenu, perceiving that 
all was lot, immediately sent a flag from Fort 
Bourbon, oflhing to surrender on capitulation. 
The terms were accordingly adjusted on the 23d, 
and on the 25th, the garrison, reduced to 900 
men, marched out prisoners of war. To the gal- 
lantry with which this fortress was defended, Ge- 
neral Grey bore an honourable testimony, by ob- 
* serving, that *' the Bi itish troops, on entering the 
'* place, could scarcely find an inch of ground 
“ which bad not been touched by their shot or 
“ their shells.” 

Thus was achieved the conquest of Martmico, 
with the loss on the part of the British of 7 1 men 
killed, 193 wounded, and of three that wore miss- 
ing. The limits I have prescribed to myself will 
not allow me to enumerate the particular merits 
of all those gallant men, whose services, both by 
sea and land, were conspicuous on this occasion. 
History will not fail to record them, and above ail 
to give due honour to that zealous co-opcration, 
to that admirable spirit of unanimity and concord 
between the sea and land service, which were par- 
ticularly observable during the whole siege ; and 
foi want of which, in other cases, bo»h numbers 
and courage have oftentimes proved unavailing 
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*** Immediately on the surrender of the Island, the foL 
lowing proclamation was issued in General Orders : 

Head Quarters, Fort Royal, 
£5th March, 1794, 

Parole, FORT GEORGE/ C* S. FORT EDWARD. 

Field Officer, COLONEL COOTE. 

The Commander in Chief orders Fort Bourbon now to 
bear the name of Fort George, and Fort Louis to bear the 
name of Fort Edward i* and to be called so in future. The 
commander in chief, with heartfelt satisfaction, congratulates 
the army on the complete conquest of the Island of Martinico, 
a most important acquisition to his Majesty's crown. He begs 
permission to return the army in general his warmest thanks for 
their zeal, perseverance, gallantry, and spirit, so eminently 
distinguished, and never before exceeded, by every rank, from 
the general to the soldier, throughout this service $ and this 
justice he cannot fail to do them in the strongest language 
to his Majesty. 
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CHAP. III. 

Conquest of St. Lucia. — Description of Guadabupe. 
— Ft acceding s against that Island. — Its Sur- 
render completes the Conquest of the French 
West India Colonies. — Cause of the subsequent 
Reverst Mortality among the British.— Ar- 
rival of a I reach Squadron with Troops at Gua- 
deloupe. — Their Successes: followed bp the Rc- 
duition of the whole Island.— ■ Inhuman Bar- 
barity tf Victor Hugues to the Royalists. — Sir 
C. Grey and Sir J. Jervis , succeeded by Sir J 
Vaughan and Admiral Caldwell. 

Victory having thus far crowned the British 
arms, General Grey determined, without loss of 
time, to persevere in his career of glory ; wherefore, 
leaving five regiments under the command of 
Genet al Prescott, for the protection of Marlinico, 
he and the brave Admiral proceeded, on the morn- 
ing of the 31st of March, to the attack of St. Lucia. 
This island had not the means of a formidable de- 
fence ; and on the 4th of April, iiis Royal Highness 
Prince Edward, after a fatiguing inarch of fourteen 
hours from the landing place, hoisted the British 
colours on its chief fortress Morne Fortund , the 
garrison, consisting of 300 men, having surrendered 
on the same terms of capitulation as those that had 
been granted to General Rochambeau. Ricard, 
the officer commanding in St. Lucia, desired and 
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obtained permission, as Kochamheau had done 
before him, to embark for North America; but the 
garrisons of both, of St. Lucia and Mart'nico, were 
sent to France immediately on their surrender.’* 

After the completion of this service, General 
Grey, having left the sixth and ninth regiments, 
with detachments of artillery and engineers, as a 
garrison for St. Lucia, and appointed Sir Charles 
Gordon governor of that island, returned to VTar- 
tinico ; and the spirit of enterprise among the sol- 
diers being thus kept alive and encouraged, the 
Geneial turned his attention in the next place to 
the large and fertile colony of Guadaloupe. 

It is necessaiy the reader should be apprised in 
this place, that Guadaloupe consists in fact of two 
islands, divided from each other by a narrow arm 
of the sea, called La Riyiere Salee, (Salt River) 
which is navigable for vessels of 50 tons ; the east- 
ern island, or division, being called Grande Terre, - 
and the western, Basse Terre. Adjoining the 
former is a small island called Desirade, and near 

* So rapid were the movements of the British army, that 
his Royal Highness Prince Edward reimbarked in the Boyne 
at the end of 5S hours after he had landed at St Lucia. It is 
impossible to mention this island without lamenting that it 
has proved in every war a grave to thousands of brave men ! 
On the present occasion a circumstance occurred winch demon- 
strates, in a very striking manner, the extreme unwbolesome- 
ness of the climate The m_bt after the troops had landed, the 
first battalion of grenadiei s took possession of some negro huts . 
the second battalion had no sui h accommodation, or rather 
chose to remain in the open air The consequence w <u>, that 
while the fotmer continued healthy, 40 of the best men of the 
latter sfere returned the next morning on the sick list. 
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cifAp to the latter a duster of little islands caJled Le- 
wi*.^/ Saintes. At some distance from these, towards 
1794 . the east, is another island called Marie G alien te ; 
all these weie dependent les on Guadeloupe, and 
comprised m its government. 

On Tuesday the 8th of April, such of the troops 
as rtuKuned after the necessary garrisons for the 
conqueied islands were fount d, embaiked in trans- 
poits, and the fleet sailed from the Bay of Fort 
Royal. A detachment of the squadron having 
been sent in the first place to attack the little 
islands abo\e mentioned, called Les Saintes, that 
service wu» executed with much spiut and gaf 
iantry by a party of seamen anti marines : and 
about noon on the 10th, the Boyne and Veteran 
cast anchor in the Bay of Point a Petie, in the 
division of Gtandu Terre; a fresh wind and he 
Current pi eventing many of the tianspoit> from 
getting in until the day following 

Without waiting, hovuvn for the aruva) of all 
tlie troops, the General efiicted the landing of a 
considerable detar hment, with the advhtion of A 00 
marints, at (uosici Bay, at or*., o’clock m the 
morning of the II th, under cover of the Wincbel 
sta man of war, the Captain of which, Lord Vis- 
count Garlics, being the only pen on that was 
wounded on thr occasion. “ Hr rectived a bad 
“ contusion (observes Admiral Jervis) fiom the 
“ firr of a battery against which lie had plaud his 
“ ship, m the good old way, w ithm halt musket 
° shot ” The battery however wa- soon sik need, 
and eaily on the morning of the 12th, the Fort of 
La Fleur d F,p£e was carried by assault, stid the 
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greatest part of the garrison put to the sword, chap. 
Fort St. Louis, the town of Point a Petre, and - 
the new battery upon Islet a Cochon, being after* 3m * 
wards abandoned, and the inhabitants flying in all 
directions, the possession of Grande Terre was 
complete. 

The reduction of Basse Teire was effected the 
21st of the same month; for the strong post of 
Paltniste being carried by the gallantry of Prince 
Edwaul and Col bymes, and that of Houelmont 
by Major Gen. Dundas, the French governor 
((. ollot) immediately capitulated ; surrendering the 
whole of Guadaloupe and a!! ita dependencies to 
the king of Great Britain, on ttie same teinio that 
were allowed to Rocbumbeau at Martinique, and * 

Rirard at Luna. It is pleasing to add, that this 
conquest was happily effected with the loss on the 
part of the British ol only seventeen men killed, 
and about fifty woumbd.* 

This gallant and hk oossfui tulei prise completed 
the entiie conquest of the Fiendi possessions m the 
West Indian Islands, and the pnmaiy views and 
diclaiatiuns of the British ministers wer< thus won- 
derfully, and I believe unexpectedly, icali/ed by 
British energy and valour. Happy, if the scene 
had shut at tins peuod, and no envious cloud over- 
cast ttie close of a campaign, the opening and 
piogrtss of which had shone with so bright a lustre 
in the eyes of all Euiope * 


* Fiom a return fount! amcmc t General Col lot s p.ipeis 
it ap|w ored that the number of French troops in Gu m alnupt 
was '»b77 
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But now it was that the measure of reducing 
the army at the outset of the expedition, began to 
manifest those unhappy consequences, which it 
was then predicted would ensue from it. In al- 
lotting garrisons for the security of the several 
islands which had surrendered, the deficiency of 
troops for that purpose was at once obvious and 
alarming. It was discovered that the mortality 
had been so great (more from sickness, the never- 
failing effect of extraordinary exertion in tropical 
climates, than the sword of the enemy), as to have 
reduced the ranks to nearly one-half their original 
numbers ; and of the troops which remained alive, 
a very large proportion were so worn 'down by 
unremitting fatigue, as to be rendered absolutely 
incapable of efficient service. Unfortunately, the 
numerous enterprises in which the British forces 
were engaged, and especially the fatal, and never 
enough to be lamented, attempt on St. Domingo, 
left it not in the power of the king’s ministers to 
send such a reinforcement to the Windward Islands 
as the occasion lequired. 

So early, however, as the 22d of March, four 
regiments, consisting of 2,377 men, had sailed from 
Cork for Barbadoes. They were intended indeed 
tor St. Domingo, but authority was given to General 
Sir Charles Grey to detain tw o of them, if circum- 
stances should render it necessary, to seive undei 
his own command in the Windward Islands 

These regiments arrived at Barbadoes on the 
5th of May, and the General detained the eight 
battalion companies of the 35th, one of the four 
regiments, but observing the extreme anxiety whit h 
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the British minister expressed in his dispatches for chap. 
prosecuting the enterprise against St. Domingo, and 
trusting (as he writes) “ that effectual care would 1794 ' 
be taken at home to prevent the enemy in the con- 
quered islands receiving assistance from Europe,” he 
replaced those battalion companies with eight flank 
companies from his own army, which was thus ra- 
ther diminished than augmented by the exchange.* 

From this period, the tide which had hitherto 
flowed with so iapid and prospeious a cuirent, be- 

* 1 hese flank companies* proceeded first to Jamaica, and 
from thence to Port au Prince j and nothing can afford a 
more striking demonstration of the sad consequence of tro- * 
pica! warfare, than the account which has been given of this 
reinforcement on its arrival at the place of its destination 
€€ On the 8th of June, eight flank companies belonging to 
the 22d, 24th, 35th, and 41st regiments, arrived at Port au 
4 4 Prince, under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Lenox. 
rt They consisted, on their embarkation, of about seventy men 
** each, but the aggregate number, when landed, was not 
“ quite three hundred The four grenadier companies, m 
particular, were nearly annihilated. The frigate in which 
4< they were conveyed became a house of pestilence. Up- 
wards of one hundred of their number were buried in the 
e€ deep, in the short passage between Guadaloupe and Ja- 
** maica, and one hundred and fifty more were left in a dying 
(i slate at Port Royal. The wretched remains of the whole 
“ detachment discovered, on their landing at Port au Prince, 
that they came not to participate in the glories of conquest, 
fr but to perish themsehes within the walls of an hospital ! 
f So rapid was the mortality of the British army, after their 
arrival, that no less than forty officers, and upwards of 
ht six hundred rank and file, met an untimely death, without 
** a contest with any other enemy than sickness, m the short 
,f space of two months after the surrender of the town/ 

Historical Snrvrtt of Si. Damm$Q> ( hap xi p 174 
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sunk utiSer it in gi^at number?;, autl among its 
most distinguished victims was 1i%or-^eneml 
Uumlas, the governor of Goadafoupe, On the 
4th of Jube fbc commander in chief (bdtig at 
that tilth? with the admiral, inspecting tiie state of 
Sft. CtaiS^topiicr’s) received thlifj melancholy ae» 
tiotmt of this gallant officer* & death, and early oh 
tft# morttiflg of the £th further intelligence arrived, 
which rendered his loss at that juncture doubly 
affiktjag. This was nothing W than the v^\c 
unefcpected information, that a Fifcuch >tmk> unffit 
of considerable force was, at titgtf moment, oti 
Point a IVtic S f 

On reCmpt of this intelligence the admiral made 
jnimediafc sad for Qtftdatynpt , mid arrived thou 
on the aft ei noon of the 7th, and typing put ti/ 
commander in chief AshoT at itosM> TVne, lie pn» 
ececled with the ffiipft tei Point a h t*e: but fotffid ‘ 
that the enemy had m\ mud< good thei 
landing, but bad ako totetd Th’uU Fleur d JKpA 
on rf« purging dav, ami wen? actually in poa 
session of the town, and d c ftuti by wbt|h it »ai 
detctKied. They had likewise -cmtfd theh ship 
ping at safi aunlwagv m U»e bar! tout. It, v, us 
now discovered that this aimameMt * oniistnl uf two 
tng.ites, a corvette, two large dups wfticd^w fUtU 
and Uu other SwsseU ; having biouglft with therts 
1500 rtgnlw tioops»* 1 


* thh mmauseni sailed from Roohton ou Use CSUtli ol April 
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*Th e succe#'bf tbeFreoch on this occasion was 
the more surprising, as there was at this time, in 
^Tioadaloupe a larger proportion of British troops 
■ than in either of the other conquered islands ; it 
is asserted by a respectable author,* who collected 
his observations on the scene of action, that the 
progress of the enemy was gveatly accelerated by 
the misconduct of several of the French royalists 
them in the forth a party of whom (misinformed 
•(perhaps as to the real number of the invaders) 
offered their services to sally on the besiegers, and 
marched out for that purpose, under the com- 
thffed of Captain M‘ Dowaii of the 43d, but on 
approaching the enemy they were panic struck, # 
, and deserted to the town. Thirty of them only- 
oof of 140 returned to Fleur d’Epbe with Cap- 
tain , M'Dowal. The 'British merchants and 
sailors from the town of Point, a Petit’, had thrown 
themselves into ibis fort to co-operate with the 
garrison*. This little band, under the command 
of yeutcnant-Colonpl, Drummond of the ■ forty- 
, -'third regiment, did aff that gallant, men could do; 
twice. they repulsed tire assailants ; but the French 
royalists yho remained in the fort, conceiving the 
%ain hope of obtaining mercy for themselves by 
n surrender, insisted at length that the gates 
should be thrown open. This was no sooner 
done, than ting, enemy poured in from all sides, 
ht^ud the lew surviving British soldiers (not more 
Than 40 in number) were obliged lb make the 
best Retreat -^ticy . could to Fort Louis. This 

* IP v. Coopfer WillyauiN, chaplain to tSie Boyne. 
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place not boring .tenable after t\nk i lew of Fleur 
d f Ep£e, was soon abandoned by them, and they 
crossed over to Basse Terre.* 

The commander in chief, the moment die 
strength of the enemy was ascertained* had trans- 
mitted orders to the commanders in the different 
islands to send from thence whatever force could 
be spared ; and the legislature of St. Christopher* 
immediately on receiving notice of the enemy’s 
appearance* raised a considerable body of volun- 
teers at the expencc of the colony, and dispatched 
them* with great expedition, to co-operate in this 
important service. 

* The celebrated Brigadier General Arnold, being on busi- 
ness of a mercantile nature at Point a Petre, was captured at 
the time the place fell into the hands of the republicans, and, 
being apprehensive of ill treatment, changed his name to An- 
derson. lie was put on board a prison-ship in the harbour, 
and had considerable property in cash with him, of which, it 
is supposed, kjemont and Victor Hugues were informed, as 
he received an intimation from pne of the French sentries 
that he was known, and would sodn be guillotined. On this 
alarming intelligence, he determined to attempt an escape, 
which he effected in the following manner ; At night he lower- 
ed into the sea a cask containing clothes and valuables, with 
a direction on it, that if it Seated to the shore of our camp 
at Berville, it might be known, and restored to him $ he then 
lowered down his cloak-bag to a small raft which he had 
prepared, on which also he got himself, and proceeded to a 
small canoe, m which he pushed for the British fleet, direct- 
ed by the admiral’s lights. On his making towards the 
mouth of tlie the harbour, he was challenged by the French 
row-guard, but by the darkness of the night escaped from 
them, and arrived on board the Boyne by four o'clock on 
Slonday morning, tire Sdth of June. .* 

See the Rev. Cooper Willyame's AdcoUht of the Cam- 
paign in the West Indies. 
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All the force that could be thus obtained, be- chip 
iug at length collected at Basse Terre, detach* \*m<**j 
meats were landed on the side of Fort Fleur m ** 
d’Ep£e, and many skirmishes took place with the ^ 11 

enemy, between the 1 9th of June and the begin- 
ning of July, the particulars of which it is not 
necessary to relate. The weather was now be- 
come insupportably hot, and the tropical rains 
being already set in, the General determined to 
make an effort to finish the campaign at a blow. 

It was planned that a large body of troops, under 
Brigadier General Symes, should march during 
" the night, and make themselves masters of 
Morne government and the other commanding 
heights round the town of Point a Petrc , the 
General himself, at the head of the rest of his 
army, remaining in readiness on the heights of 
Mascot, to storm Fott Flem d’Ep^e, on receiving 
a signal from the hi igadier : the failure of this 
enterprize was a fatal circumstance; and many 
animadversions having been made on the conduct 
of it, I shall recite the particulars in Geneial 
Grey’s own woids; “ On the evening of the 1st 
“ instant Brigadier General Symes matched fiom 
Morne Mascot with the 1st battalion of grer.d- 
*' diers, the 1st and 2d battalions of light mfantiy, 

‘ and the 1st battalion of seamen commanded by 
“ Captain Robertson, to attack the town of Point 
‘‘ a Petre before day-break on the 2d instant; but 
“ being misled by their guides, the troops entered 
“ the town at the part where they were mostex- 
“ posed to the enemy’s cannon and small arms, 

* ami where it t^fts not possible to scale the wall 5 - 

H H 2 
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“ of the fort ; in consequence of which, they suf - 
“ fered considerably from round and grape-shot, 
“ together with small arms fired from the houses, 
te &c. and a retreat became unavoidable.” It gives 
me great concern, observes the general, to add, that 
Brigadier-General Symes was wounded and that 
Lieutenant-Colonel Goran), and some other merito- 
rious officers, were killed on this attack, as was also 
Captain Robertson of the navy, a valuable officer, 
and whose death was a great loss to the service.* 
The meditated attack on Fort Fleur d’Ep^c 
being thus rendered abortive, and the British 
troops so reduced or debilitated as to be absolutely 
unfit for further exertion, (exposed as they were 
to the sun and the rains) it was resolved, at a con- 
sultation held on the 3d, between the commander 
m chief and the admiral, to relinquish all fuither 
attempts for the present on Grand Terre ; and to 
remove the artillery and stores, and to reinforce, 
with the troops, the posts in Basse Terre. This 
determination, dictated by a necessity which left 


* Brigadier-General Symes died of his wounds a short 
time afterwards ; exclusive of w hom, the total lose of the 
British in this unfortunate affair, and some preceding attacks, 
is stated ns follows : 

1 lieutenant-colonel, 4 captains, f lieutenants, 7 serjtanf.?, 
3 drummers, 91 rank and file, killed, 1 major, 3 captains, 7 
lieutenants*, 13 serjeants, 8 drummers, 298 rank and file, 
wmded, 1 serjeant, 3 drummers, 53 rank and hie, mmmg. 
One of the French frigates in the harbour did great ex<y 
tion, killing S officers and 36* privates of the light infantry 
by fit single dischaige of grape shot. They were unfortunately 
drawn tip m a street, which was effectiijdly commanded by 
licr guns. 
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no alternative, was carried into effect without loss, chap 
on the night of the 5 th. c< I now” said the gene- 
ral in bis letter of the 3th, “ occupy with my whole 
“ force, the ground between St. John's Point and 
“ Bay Mahault, and having erected batteiies with 
“ 24-pounders, and morter batteries, at Point Saron 
** and Point St. John, opposite to the town of Point 
“a Pctre, my situation gives perfect secuiity to 
u Basse Terre.” 

Many arrangements, however, were yet to be 
made for the maintenance of this position during 
the approaching huriicunc months, and until a re- 
inforcement should arrive from Great Britain. 

These being at length completed, the general em- 
barked on board the Boyne, and sailed for Sti 
Pierre in the island of Martinique, where he es- 
tablished his head-quarters, leaving Brigadier 
Graham to command in his absence at Basse 
Tone. 

The head-quarters of the British army in Goa* 
daloupc were at camp lierville, which was placed 
on commanding ground ; flanked by the sea on 
one side, and on the other by an impassable mo- 
rass. About a mile on the rear was a narrow 
pass, by which alone the camp could be ap- 
proached, and in fiont was the river Sallee, on the 
furthermost banks of which Stands the town of 
Point a Pctre; but the situation of this encamp- 
ment, so favourable in other respects, proved to 
be, in the highest degree, unhealthful. The bane- 
ul effects of the climate at this season of the 
year were aggravated by putrid exhalations fiom 
the neighbouring swamps, and a dreadful morta- 
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Chap, lity ensued among the troops. By the middle' of 

, 111 J August, the numbers on the sick list constituted 
the majority of the camp. During the month of 
September, the army was inadequate to the supply 
of guards for the different batteries. Several com- 
panies could not produce a single man fit for duty ; 
and the 43d regiment could not even afford acorporal 
and three men, for the protection of their own camp 
in the night. 

In order, therefore, to keep up the appearance 
of force in front of the enemy, the different islands 
were completely drained of troops, and a body of 
French royalists were selected to perform military 
duty at the post of Gabarre; where they conducted 
themselves with much spirit and fidelity. 

The commissioner from the French conven- 
tion, and now commander in chief of the French 
tioops in Guadaloupe, was Victor Hugues, a man 
of whom I shall hereafter have frequent occasion 
to speak. It is sufficient in this place to observe, 
that though his name has since become proverbial 
for every species of outrage and cruelty, he was not 
deficient either in courage or capacity. Observ- 
ing how seveiely his own troops, as well as ours, 
suffered fiom the climate, he conceived the pro- 
ject of arming in his service as many blacks and 
mulattoes as he could collect. These men, in- 
ured to the climate, and having nothing to lost, 
flocked to his standard in great numbers, and were 
soon brought into some degree of order and dis- 
cipline. With the co-operation of these auxili- 
aries, apprized at the same time of the debilitated 
state of the British army, the French commissioner 
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determined to attack the British camp at BerviUe. chat. 
For this purpose, on Saturday the 26th of Septera- 
her, he embarked a large body of troops in apipH 
vessels, which passing our ships of war un per- 
ceived, under cover of a dark night, made gooch * 
their landing in two detachments; the one at 
Goyave, the other at Bay Mahault. The detach- 
nent which took possession of the place last men- 
tioned, immediately marched to Gabarre, in the 
view of surrounding the Ficnch royalists stationed 
there, and it was with great difficulty that they 
escaped to Berville. The other detachment which 
had landed at Goyave, began its march to Petit 
Bourg. Lieut. Col. Drummond, of the 43d regi- 
incut, with some convalescents from the hospital, 
and a party of royalists, advanced to meet them, 
but perceiving their great superiority, found it ad- 
visable to retreat ; and they took post at a battery 
> pon the shore, called Point Bacchus, where how- 
ever they were soon surrounded, and the whole 
party made piisoners. By the possession of this 
post, the enemy entirely cut off all communication 
between the Bmish camp and slapping. They 
then proceeded to possess themselves of the neigh- 
bouring heights, and formed a junction with the 
other detachment which had landed at Bay Ma- 
hault : by this means the camp at BerviUe was 
completely invested by land; its whole stiength, 
including the sick and convalescent, consisted of 
no more than two hundred and fifty regular troop*, 
and three bundled royalists. All that couiage, 
perseverance, and despair could effect, was per- 
foimed by the united exertions of this, gallant 
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chap. baud. Ia the first attack on the morning of the 
20th, after a conflict of three hours, the republi- 

im. cans were defeated with great loss. They were 
again repulsed in two subsequent attacks, on the 
30th of the same month and the 4th of October. 
But their numbers continually increasing, and the 
manifest impossibility of opening a communica- 
tion with the British fleet, depriving the garrison 
of all proper succour, General Graham, on the 
* representation of his officers, consented on the 6th 
of October to send a flag to the French commis- 
sioner, offering to capitulate. Towards the Bri- 
tish, the terms granted by the enemy were suffi- 
ciently liberal, but the condition demanded for the 
French royalists, that they should be treated as 
British subjects, was declared inadmissible; all 
the favour that could be obtained for diem, was 
the sanction of a covered boat, in which twentv- 

it * 

five of their officers escaped to the Boyne. The 
rest of the miserable royalists, upwards of 300 m 
numlier, were left a sacrifice to the vengeance of 
their republican enemies'. Finding themselves ex- 
cluded from the capitulation, they solicited per- 
mission to endeavour to cut their way through the 
enemy, an attempt which must have ended only in 
the destruction both of themselves and the British. 
There was a faint hope entertained, however, that 
Victor Hughes (whose character was not at that 
time -sufficiently developed) would relent on theii 
surrender. In this expectation, however, these 
unfortunate people were cruelly disappointed, and 
their sad fate cannot be recorded without indig- 
nation and horror. The -lepubl jeans erected a 
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guillotine, with which they struck off tile heads chap. 
of fifty of them in the short space of an hour* 

This mode of proceeding, however, proving^ too 1?9 * 
tedious for their impatient revenge ; the remainder t 
of these unhappy men were fettered to each pthety- r -* 
and placed on the brink of one of the trendies 
which they had so gallantly defended : the repub- 
licans then drew up some of their undisciplined 
recruits in front, who firing an irregular volley at 
their miserable victims, killed some and wounded 
others ; leaving many, in all probability, un- 
touched : the weight, however, of tlte former 
dragged the rest into the ditch, where the living, 
the wounded, and the dead, shared the same 
grave; the soil being instantly thrown in upon 
them.* 

Thus was die whole of tins fertile country {the 
single fortress of Matilda excepted) restored to 
the power of France, and placed under the deno- 
mination of a revengeful and remorseless demo- 
cracy. iienoral Prescott, who commanded the 
Matilda Fort, sustained a long and most harassing 
siege, from the 14th of October to the 10th of 
December. His conduct throughout, as well as 
that of the officers and men under his command, 
was above all praise. He maintained his position 
until the fort was no longer tenable, and having 
no other means of saving his reduced and ex- 
hausted garrison from the sword, he was obliged 
at length to abandon it by silent evacuation 
Three line of battle ships had indeed arrived in the 


* Rev. Cooper Will) ams’a account of the campaign, &c, 
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chap, interim from Great Britain, but they came only to 
behold the triumph of the enemy. With tins ad- 
i?sa. verse stroke of fortune, closed the campaign of 
1794 : its career for a while was glorious beyond 
•-example ; and if the very unhappy measure of re- 
ducing the number Of the troops at the outset 
had not taken effect, or if, as soon as the news of 
the capture of Martinico had reached England, a 
strong reinforcement had been sent to the scene of 
action, it cannot be doubted that Gnadaloupe 
would have still continued in possession of the 
English, and the page of history remained unde- 
filed with those dreadful recitals of revolt, devasta- 
tion, and massacre, which 1 shall soon have the 
painful task of recording, to the 6hatne and ever- 
lasting dishonour of the French character, and 
the disgrace of human nature. Our gallant com- 
manders were fortunate, fn being allowed" to with- 
draw in time from an atmosphere polluted by 
such enormities. Worn down by constant exer- 
tion both of body and mind, assailed by an un- 
principled faction with the basest calumnies, and 
oppiessed by the melancholy and daily piospect of 
a gal'ant army perishing of ’disease, they were 
happily ielievcd fiom infinite anxiety by the ap- 
pearance of the reinforcement before mentioned, 
in which arrived Gen. Sir John Vaughan and 
Vice-Admiral Caldwell ; to the former of whom 
Sir Charles Grej, and to the latter Sir John Jcrvi*. 
surrendered their respective commands, and on the 
27th of November sailed for Great Britain.^ 
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Savage Indignities of Victor Hugues to the remains 
of General Dundas. — His unprecedented Cruelty 
to his British Prisoners. — Meditates Hostilities 
against the other Islands. 

The first measure of the French commissioner, 
on taking possession of Fort Matilda, displayed 
in the strongest manner the baseness and ferocity 
■of his character. The body of Major-General 
Dundas had been buried within the walls of that 
fortress, and a stone placed over it with a suitable 
inscription. This humble memorial, which a . 
generous enemy, in every civilieed part of the 
earth, would have held i-acrcd, was immediately 
destroyed by orders of this savage despot, and the 
remains of the deceased hero dug up and thrown 
into the river Gallion. This mean and cowardly 
display of ineffectual vengeance, was made the 
subject of boasting and triumph in a public procla- 
mation, worlhy only of its author.* 

* So much lias be-n heard of V ictor Hugues, that It may 
be agreeable to the reader to be informed of his origin and 
«*rly pursuits. He was born of mean paunts in some part 
of old France, and was placed out when a boy, as an appren- 
tice to a hair-dresser. In that occupation he went originally 
to Guadaloupe, where he was afterwards known as a petty 
innkeeper at Basse Terre Failing in that pursuit, he became 
master of a small trading vessel, and at length was promoted 
to a lieutenancy in the French navy. Being distinguished 
for his activity in the French Revolution, he was afterwards 



HISTORY OF THE 


The miseries of war seem, indeed, to have been 
wantonly aggravated by this man, to an extent 
never jknown among the rudest and most barbarous 
nations. In the village of Petit Bourg lay many 
''sick iffid wounded Biitish soldiers, who had been 
taken prisoners with Colonel Drummond at Point 
Baethus. These unhappy men made an humble 
application to Victor Ungues for medical assist- 
ance and fresh provisions. Their petition was an- 
swered by a death-warrant. The vindictive con- 
queror, instead of considering them as objects of 
mercy aud relief, caused the whole number in the 
hospital, and among them it is said “ many women 
u and some children,’’ to be indiscriminately mur- 
dered by the bayonet ; a proceeding so enormously 
wicked, is, I believe, without a precedent in the 
annals of human depravity.* 

After such conduct towards men who were in- 
capable of making either resistance or escape, it 
may well be supposed that revenge was not tardy 

deputed, through the influence of Robespierre, to whose 
party he was strongly attached, to the National Assembly. 
In 1794 he obtained the appointment of Commissioner at 
Guadaloupe, with controhng powers over the commanders 
of the army and navy ; and proved himself in every respect 
worthy of his great patron and exemplar, being nearly as sa- 
vage, remorseless, and bloody, as Robespierre himself. 

* 1 am unwilling to give this anecdote to the public 
without quoting mv authority. I relate it on the testimony 
of the Rev. Cooper YVillyatns, chaplain of the Boyne, who 
quotes Colonel Drummond him«elf, and it is confirmed by a 
declaration drawn up by General Vaughan and Vice-Admi- 
ral Caldwell'. Colonel Drummond himself was confined to a 
prison ship, and by particular orders from Victor Ilugues. ti 
swab the decks like the meanest seamen. 
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in the pursuit of its victims among the inhabitants chap 
of the country. To be accused of actions, or sus- 
pected of principles, hostile towards the new go- l79i * 
\ eminent, was to be convicted of tieasou.^ Sc- ^ ,„*r 
cordingly, persons of all conditions, without re- 
spect to sex or age, were sent daily to the giiij- 
lotine by this inexorable tyrant, and theif execution 
was commonly performed in sight of the British 
prisoners. 

Victor Hugues, having taken these and other 
measures for securing their quiet possession b£ 
Guadaloupe, determined in the next place (his 
iorce being inadequate to a regulai attempt 
against any of the other islands) to adopt u sys- * 
tern of hostility against some of ihem, which, 
though well suited to his character and disposi- 
tion, was not less outrageous and sanguinary than 
unprecedented among civilized states. To 'this 
tnd he directed his hist attention towards Grena- 
da and St. Vincent’s, i \ peering to find in each of 
those islands, adherents lit foi the projeit which 

he meditated. ********** 

******.******** 

****** ******** 

^ ^ 

f N. B — At this interesting period the history closer — 

Death abiuptly terminates the authors hibour©. 
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